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We’re closer than you think
Use the free self service facilities at our Access Points to connect with Centrelink,
Medicare and other government programs and services.
At our Access Points you can:
• use our computer to access my.gov.au and other government programs and
services and to search for jobs
• use the telephone to access our self service options or to speak to us
• access free Wi-Fi 24/7 to connect to government services—no password required
• scan, print, fax and photocopy documents
• have your identity documents certified
• pick up brochures.

Your local access point is:
Gingin Community Resource Centre
1a Lily King Place
GINGIN

Gingin Care Group

BECOME A 

VOLUNTEER DRIVER
Community caring for its own

Gingin Community Car

Are you a caring 
community member?

Can you commit to approximately 
one day per month?

To register your interest or for more information on the Community Car Service 
contact Sylvia Kelly, Gingin Care Group on 0438 575 254 

or the Gingin CRC on 9575 1253 or crc@gingin.net

Community caring for its own

DO YOU NEED TRANSPORT 
TO MEDICAL APPOINTMENTS?
A community volunteer initiative run by community 

members, designed to meet the needs of Shire 

residents who need medical treatment 

but have no way to get there.

For further information on the Community Car Service contact the Gingin CRC on 9575 1253 
or Sylvia Kelly – Gingin Care Group on 0438 575 254

How do I book?  
Contact the Gingin CRC on 9575 1253 or crc@gingin.net

Gingin Care Group

GINGIN COMMUNITY CAR
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Subscriptions 
Subscribe to the Gingin Buzz 
and have 11 issues mailed to 

your address for $45 .00

Monthly Advertising 
Rates

Inside colour
B/Card		  $   16.50
1/4 page	 $   27.50
1/2 page	 $   49.50
Full page	 $ 110.00

Colour pages rear cover
1/4 page	 $   44.00
1/2 page	 $   77.00
Full page	 $ 132.00

Inside front and rear cover
B/Card		  $   27.50
1/4 page	 $   38.50
1/2 page	 $   60.00
Full page	 $ 110.00

Book and prepay for 10 
ads and get one free!

Classifieds FREE
3 lines per advert

Email all adverts or 
stories to 

gcn@gingin.net

NOVEMBER ISSUE CUTOFF 
Friday 24th October 

  GINGIN BUZZ

Disclaimer:
The information contained in the Gingin Buzz is for general information purposes only. The Gingin CRC 
assumes no responsibility for errors or omissions in the content in the articles published, particularly 
those provided from various contributors. However we reserve the right to amend contributions to 
improve clarity for our readers. 

Not long until the Palletes & 
Plates event with our Annual 
Art Exhibition. We have some 
awesome entries this year, as 
always to be honest, and really 
look forward to the Saturday 
night event.
On Thursday 16 October we 
have the crew from SafeFarm 
WA coming up to deliver a Farm 
Safety Workshop, covering what 
you need to know regarding the 
new legislation. This includes 
maintaining compliance, working 
with contractors and/or children 
or visitors on the farm. The crew 
will also be around for one-on-
one discussions that may be of 
benefit after the presentation.
Then of course, we have 
Halloween at the end of the 
month, love it or hate it, its coming 
regardless. It is nice to see all 
the kids in the neighbourhood 
out and about in the street. This 
is the only time we do now. The 
days of playing in the street 
are over so that’s one positive I 
take from it. The CRC will again 
provide a locality map for those 
engaging in the event, and 
we can print posters for those 
homeowners who do not wish to 
be involved.  
Thank you to all of the business 

owners who have replied to 
my Trainee survey. This has 
assisted us to identify the most 
beneficial Certificates we can 
offer in 2026, leading to secure 
local future employment for the 
our next Trainee.
As always, we hope to see you 
soon, all going well it will be when 
you view the local Art Exhibition 
in a few days’ time.

Carrie
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Do you have a story or advert you would like to share? 
Perhaps you know of a special anniversary or birthday.
If you would like to submit an article, story or advertisement in the next edition of 
the Buzz, please email gcn@gingin.net
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Front Page - Gingym Hyrox Team 
GINGYM HYROX Team’s Achievements at 
the Perth HYROX Event
Perth Convention Centre | 5th–7th 
September
What is HYROX?
Not everyone is aware of what HYROX 
actually is yet, but I believe over the next few 
years its popularity will grow rapidly, and it 
will be become familiar to many, either as a 
training method, or for competition. 
HYROX is a global fitness race that combines 
functional strength exercises with endurance 
running. Every event follows the same format: 
8 x 1 km runs, each followed by a functional 
workout station. The exercise stations are: 
skierg, sled push, sled pull, burpee broad 
jumps, rowing, farmer’s carry, sandbag 
lunges, and wall balls.
It’s designed for all fitness levels, with 
competition categories for individuals, 
doubles, and relay teams. Often called “the 
fitness race for everybody”, HYROX bridges 
the gap between endurance events and 
functional strength competitions.
HYROX events have been established in 
Europe and Asia for several years. My first 
taste of HYROX training came during a trip 
to the UK just over a year ago. Inspired, we 
began hosting weekend HYROX-style classes 
at GINGYM in February, and they quickly 
became popular.
When tickets for the Perth event went on 
sale in May, a group of us decided we would 
commit, and we reserved our places early, as 
tickets sold out very quickly.
Our competitors:
•Individual Men’s Open: Vish Patel, Nick 
Smith, Luke Crowe
•Mixed Doubles Open: Anastasia & Matt Howe
•Individual Women’s Open: Sam Birkle, 
Sophie Hargreaves, Karen Grant, Neree 
Martinez, Joanna Mitchell, Sam Vaughan
•Women’s Doubles Open: Stacey Smith & 
Melissa Crowe, Natalie Shelabear & her 
cousin Julia, and Mum and daughter team 

Michelle & Tahlia Kabelka
On the day, the support from both our 
GINGYM family and the Gingin community 
was incredible. Seeing familiar faces in the 
crowd gave us a huge boost as we ran around 
on each 1km run and at each station. These 
faces especially were needed as we pushed 
through those final 100 wall balls.
The commitment and dedication shown by 
everyone over the past 8 months of training 
has been nothing short of inspiring. I am 
extremely proud to have been part of this 
team, and its success.
Some of us just can’t wait until the Perth 
Hyrox in September 2026, so we are already 
planning for more competitions.  Melbourne 
is in December, and that is tempting, but we’ll 
definitely be in Brisbane next April, and one 
person is doing the Bangkok event in March.  
GINGYM is now officially an affiliated HYROX 
Training Club, and we’re excited to launch 
training sessions again.  Anyone can join 
in, you don’t need to compete to join in the 
training.  It’s a great way to maintain fitness 
throughout the off season for footy, netball or 
any other activity. 



Welcome Julie 
Hi, I’m Julie, a Registered Nurse 
living and working in Gingin. 
Originally trained in the UK as both a 
Registered Nurse and Midwife, I continue 
to work at Joondalup Health Campus in the 
Emergency Department and After-Hours GP 
service. I’ve also been involved in extensive 
community care work through Mabel, with 
a strong focus on supporting elderly clients. 
I’m passionate about helping older 
people remain in their homes safely, 
with dignity and the right support. 
I look forward to meeting many of you around 
town and working together as part of the 
Staying in Place team.

7



Community News

Gingin Arts & Craft

Gingin Garden Group 

The talented ladies of the Gingin Arts & Craft 
group have been busy with their needles and 
hooks, creating beautiful baby rugs and tiny 
premmie jumpers.
These handmade treasures have been 
lovingly donated to King Edward Memorial 
Hospital, bringing comfort and warmth to the 
tiniest little ones and their families.   
Just another wonderful way our group gives 
back and shows care for the wider community.  

September Garden Club meet didn’t exactly 
go to plan.  We were all looking forward 
to catching up since we skipped August. 
However the heavens well and truly opened  
up, and the planned Julimar Forest walk had 
to be scratched.  The consolation prize was to 
catch up at our town’s café CU@Park.  Great 
food and chat, and even extra cake thanks to 
Michelle.  Well at least weeding is easy when 
the ground is this wet!!   Fingers crossed for 
next month.                                                   

Koorunga CWA 
Koorunga CWA welcomes any ladies who 
would like to come and visit our next CWA 
meeting on Thursday the 9 October. We 
will gather at 9.30am at 3 Horan Street for 
a 10.00am start. Generally, we alternate 
meetings between Wannamal Hall and Gingin 
,with the occasional outing.
9.00am on Wednesday 22 October we invite 
community members along to a morning 
of “Fire  Awareness and Preparedness”. 
Have you ever handled a fire extinguisher? 

Have you a plan and do you know what to 
pack for a hasty exit? Is your dwelling and 
property fire ready? Do you know how to 
access information in an emergency? This 
free session is designed for people that are 
new to town and rural areas, and for anyone 
to come and ask questions and learn some 
facts. Please advise Felicity if you require 
the creche and any dietary requirements for 
morning tea. Email koorungacwa@gmail.
com.au  or phone 0400 505656

8



Gingin Canine Collective 
Community Call to Support Gingin’s 
Enclosed Off-Lead Dog Park
The Gingin Canine Collective is working 
towards an exciting goal – establishing a safe, 
enclosed off-lead dog park in the township of 
Gingin.
This dedicated space will provide local dogs 
with the freedom to run and play, while giving 
owners peace of mind knowing their pets are 
secure. Beyond the benefits for dogs, the 
park will also serve as a meeting place for 
the community, encouraging connection and 
responsible pet ownership.
The group is calling on community support to 
help bring this project to life. There are several 
ways people can get involved:
• Make a donation – contribution tins have 
been placed in businesses around town.
• Support fundraising events – each event 
directly helps fund the project.

• Spread the word – share the vision with 
friends and neighbours.
• Join the cause – new members are welcome 
to be part of the Gingin Canine Collective.
“The dog park will be a wonderful addition 
to our community – a place for dogs to 
socialise safely and for people to connect,” a 
spokesperson said.
For more information, or to find out how you can 
contribute, email: gingincaninecollective@
gmail.com.
Together, the community can make this much-
needed facility a reality for Gingin.

Gingin Chittering Lions
The Gingin Chittering Lions have been having 
fun taking the children and parents for rides 
at the various events in the Shires of Moora, 
Chittering and Gingin, and have more to come 
at this busy time of the year. Give us a wave as 
we go by. We will at the Palettes and Plates, 
with a fresh shipment of delicious Christmas 
cakes and puddings for sale. Come to our 
stall to get prepared for Christmas. Cash is 
preferred as we lose a bit on every transaction,  
but we do have an Eftpos machine available.
A reminder to place the Lions Skin Check Bus 
on your calendar for Saturday 1 November. 
The venue has changed, you will find us up 
at the Bendigo Complex, New Street Gingin. 
This is located up past the pool near the 
hockey fields. A skin check is quick and easy 
and could save bigger problems down the 
track. We will be opening up online bookings 
from the 4th October. All you need to do is 
go to the Website for the Lions Skin cancer 
screening and press 1 to make a booking. 
Otherwise give Felicity a call on 0400 505 656 

and I can make a booking for you. 
One of our Gingin service projects is the Local 
Christmas “Carols in Park” at the Sound Shell 
in Granville Park. This year it will be held on 
Saturday 13 December.  We will be having a 
free sausage sizzle and Christmas cake. Tea, 
coffee and milo will be provided and why not 
bring your own mug to make it nicer to drink, 
rather than a disposable cup. The man in red 
will come to say Hello. Place the event on 
your calendar for a nice evening out with your 
community. 
These events couldn’t happen without 
volunteers. The local Lions are not getting any 
younger and we need help with our service. If 
you think you could do a little bit come along 
to a meeting. The Gingin/Chittering Lions 
meet on the second Monday of the month 
for a shared dinner at 6.30pm. The Lion’s 
Den is situated at 3 Horan Street Gingin, Our 
meeting are quick and enjoyable, find us here 
on Facebook, or call Colin on 0411 231 985 
bandito@bigpond.net.au9



Gingin Red Cross 

Gingin Treasure Trove

Gingin Uniting Church 
Gingin Uniting Church, 9 Weld Street, Gingin. 
Services held every 2nd and 4th Sunday of 
the month at 10am. All are welcome. 

Website: https://gingin.ucwa.au
Email: ginginuniting@gmail.com
Phone: Sharon 0428 557 057

Celebrating 13 Years of Giving Back – The 
Treasure Trove Story  
Thirteen years ago, The Treasure Trove @ 
Gingin opened its doors as a humble op shop, 
built on the simple belief that one person’s 
unwanted item could be another’s treasure,  
and that small acts of kindness could add up 
to big change.
From those early days, our mission has 
remained the same: to serve and uplift our 
local community.  Thanks to the generosity 
of our donors, shoppers, and dedicated 
volunteers, The Treasure Trove has grown 
into so much more than just a second-hand 
store.  We’ve become a community hub, a 
place of connection, and a reliable source of 
support for those in need.
Over the past 13 years, we’ve proudly donated 
over $110,000 back into the community,  
helping local groups, families, and individuals 

with everything from school supplies and 
groceries to emergency relief and project 
funding, supporting those who need it most.  
While also saving enough money to completely 
transform the old fire station into the ‘proper 
shop’ we enjoy today.
And here’s the most remarkable part: The 
Treasure Trove is entirely run by volunteers.  A 
passionate, hardworking team of community 
members who give their time, energy, and 
hearts to keep the shop running and the 
support flowing.
We couldn’t do any of it without YOU, our 
community of supporters, donors, and 
customers. Whether you’ve donated items, 
shopped with us, or spread the word, you are 
part of something truly special.
Here’s to 13 years of giving, growing, and 
making a difference, and to many more to 
come.

The Gingin Red Cross had a delightful outing 
at the Local Goat in September. Julie and 
Gerald run a small goat farm in Coonabidgee. 
We learnt how the farm operated and the 
process of making cheeses and gelato. Their 
products are available in town and from the 
farm gate Thursday to Sunday, and are so 
delicious. Do yourself a favor and give them 
a try.
Next month we will be going out to the Moore 
River Brewery for lunch on Friday 17 October.
We will be participating in the Garage Sale 
Trail this year in November, 15-16.  If you had 
a garage sale on your agenda for the future 
this may be the weekend to join in. You need 
to register online at Garage Sale Trail site.
Call Helen for more information 0424172817 or 
email flicka63@bigpond.net.au 10



Gingin Brook Catchment Group
The four planned sampling runs on the brooks 
which make up the Gingin Brook catchment 
have now been completed for this year’s water 
quality monitoring program.    Keep an eye out 
for a summary of results in a future edition. 
Good rainfall has resulted a good display 
of wildflowers this spring, although some 
species started flowering later than usual.  
Unfortunately, good rain also helps the 
weeds.  A bad infestations of Paterson’s Curse 
(Echium plantagineum) has been reported 
in the Shire of Chittering.  Paterson’s Curse 
has some biological control agents, which 
usually keep a bit of a lid on infestations, but 
there is a delay between when the Paterson’s 
Curse first appears and the insect numbers 
increasing sufficiently for any noticeable 
control to be observed.  Where the amount of 
Paterson’s Curse has been low in preceding 
years there may not be a noticeable amount 
of suppression for a couple of years.  The 
Chittering Landcare Centre (email admin@
chitteringlandcare.org.au) would be interested 
in hearing from anyone who has noticed good 
biocontrol activity on Paterson’s Curse in their 
area this spring.  
Cape Tulip (Moraea flaccida) has been noted 
flowering profusely in recent weeks.  Another 
weed flowering profusely in some areas in the 
last week is Hesperantha falcata.  It, like Cape 
Tulip is a member of the iris family, growing 
from a corm.  Also, like Cape Tulip, it favours 

wetlands and damp areas.  Like a number 
of other members of the iris family which are 
weedy in SW of WA both of these are native to 
southern Africa and are thought to be garden 
escapes.  Hesperantha flowers are white inside 
with purple-brown on the outside.   There may 
be many flowers on each stem but often only 
one or two will be open at once.  They don’t 
open until the late afternoon and close by 
morning hence sometimes being called Night 
Flowers.  They are environmental weeds 
given a moderate concern rating as they are 
capable of invading undisturbed bushland and 
wetlands and have invaded the “Shrublands 
and Woodlands on Perth to Gingin Ironstone” 
which is a critically endangered ecological 
community in the Gingin area.
The next meeting will be November 10th.  We 
hope to see you there.  In the meantime, you 
can contact us info@gingincatchment.org.au 
or see our webpage or follow us on Facebook. 
Gingin Brook Catchment Group.

 Gingin Museum and History Society (GMHS) 
Annual General Meeting will be held on 
Tuesday 14 October 2025 at 4.00pm at The 
Men’s Shed in Gingin. This is an opportunity to 
hear about the progress we have been making 
with the website and pursuing a physical 
museum space, and to become a member. 

All Committee positions will become vacant 
at the AGM, and we need a Chair, Vice-Chair, 
Treasurer, Secretary and at least 3 general 
committee members. Please contact us via 
our website https://historyofginginwa.com.au/
contact/  if you would like more information to 
nominate yourself or someone else.

Gingin Museum and History Society 
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Sports

Gingin Golf Club
LADIES NEWS
Our season has ended now for the ladies 
at Gingin Golf Club and leading up to the 
closing day we still had plenty of golf to 
give! The Club championships were held 
over 2 weeks and fortunately the weather 
proved to be good on both days. We had 
a good turn out on both days, 9 members 
participating in the championships and 2 and 
5 members participating in a Stableford event.  
Congratulations to our Ladies Champion for 
2025, Robin Higgins (167) who took out the 
title unchallenged this year. However the title 
for Runner-up was a much closer battle with 
Kathy Gobbart prevailing over the field (191). 
Robin also took out the Nett Champion Award. 
We would like to recognise and thank our 
generous and regular sponsors for this event, 
Country Values Real Estate and The Brodie-
Hall family.
Country week was also held during September 
with Robin Higgins and Kaye Bingham 
participating in the Jubilee Fours playoffs at 
Mt Lawley and Marnee Pearse playing solid 
golf at Lakelands and Rockingham to receive 
the Runner-up 36 hole nett Bronze division 
trophy.
Results for the last fixture events were:
•August 27th, Stableford, Kathy Gobbart 
Trophy, Winner Karen Pollard 36, Runner Up 
Robin Higgins 34. 
•3rd September, Stableford, Irene Neville 
Trophy, Winner Robin Higgins 40, Runner-up 
Kathy Gobbart 39.
•10th September, Ambrose Pairs, Jean Latto 
Trophy, Winners Jean Latto and Karen Pollard, 
71.75, Runner Up Wendy Geary and Kathy 
Gobbart 74.5
•17th September, Stableford, Marnee Pearse 
Trophy, Winner Wendy Geary 33 pts, Runner-
up Kathy Gobbart 32 pts.

18



Gingin Golf Club Junior Coaching 
A 6 week program “Introduction to golf for all 
ages” All new participants receive a MyGolf 
cap on the last day.  Special thank you to 
Coaches Mrs Pearse, Ms Pollard, Kerry and 
parents for assisting.

The Junior coaching program will run again 
during the school holidays commencing 29 
September, please refer to our Facebook 
page or call 0409 575 206. 

MENS GOLF
Despite Reg Caldwell being incapacitated he 
was still good enough to sponsor a Stableford 
competition on 30 August. The event was well 
attended, and two rising stars came first and 
second. In first place was Futri Neve a twelve-
year-old with considerable potential followed 
by Tye Gresele another young member, the 
older contingent was represented in third 
place by Ray Ashworth.
The Men’s Championship took place on 6 
September and was combined with the Brodie-
Hall nett event. The championship was held 
over twenty-seven holes of stroke and the nett 
event over eighteen. The Club Champion for 
the season was Cameron Yates scoring 121, 

Paul Fewster was runner-up with 122 and in 
third place was Colin Zappelli with 125. The 
result of the Brodie-Hall event was Chris Bell 
the winner with 105, runner-up Brian Carter 
109, third place Thys Gorter 114 and the best 
nett score was achieved by Ray Ashworth 
with 70. There is always considerable interest 
in the championship, and the event was well 
attended and played in good weather and 
course conditions. The club wishes to thank 
and acknowledge WCS Concrete for their 
generous sponsorship of the championship 
and the Brodie-Hall family for their continuous 
financial support of their event.
It was inevitable that the event on 13 
September, sponsored by Rob Whiley and 
Thys Gorter, was going to be different and we19



were not disappointed. It was decided to play 
American Foursomes, a game composed 
of two teams, each team composed of two 
players. On each hole all four players tee off 
then each player hits their partner’s ball. It is 
then decided which ball is in the best location 
and is struck by the person whose ball is 
picked up. The game continues with the ball 
being struck by alternate players of the team 
until it is holed out. There was a secret draw 
for partners, and the winning team of Paul 
Fewster and Simon (from the Solomon Islands) 
were the winners, Rob Whiley and David Roe 
were runners-up and in third place was Colin 
Zappelli and Trevor Phillips. Many thanks to 
Lou for organising and preparing a meal after 
the game, it was most enjoyable.
Earlier in the year there was some contact 
with Alex Von Horn who expressed interest in 
sponsoring a Memorial Day for his late father 
David. It was agreed that our closing day on 
20 September would be a fitting occasion for 
this event and that it would take the form of 
an individual Stableford competition. We were 
aware that Alex would be accompanied by 
some friends, but it was a real pleasure to meet 
his partner Zoe and for us to be reacquainted 
with Brenda, David’s partner. The other friends 
were known to us i.e., John Cabassi with Ash 
and Steve Martin. The men’s event was won 
by Cole Fewster with 41 points, runner-up 
Paul Fewster on a count back from Duncan 
Hackman both with 39 points and fourth spot 
was Bruno DeBoni on a countback from Thys 
Gorter both with 37 points. The winner of the 
Ladies section was Kathie Gobbart with 31 
points. There was a very pleasant hamburger 
meal after the game with a selection sweets 
and President Brian gave an address that 
included thanking the Von Horn family for 
sponsoring the day and anticipating that it 
may be repeated in next year’s fixtures. Our 
thanks are also due to Adam Martinovich who 
donated all the hamburger patties for the meal.
Our season is now officially closed but golf 
will continue on Saturdays and Scroungers on 
Wednesday as social events for as long as the 
weather is conducive.  
We encourage and welcome new players 
regardless of ability, beginners included. 

Enquiries can be made via our Facebook 
page or by emailing us at gingingolfclub@
gmail.com.
Keep your eyes on our FaceBook page 
(Gingin Golf Club – Inc), for all Golfing news 
and events.

20



ABN 26 521 960 054

FREE SKIN CANCER SCREENING 

1  of November at the ST

Bendigo Complex, New St, Gingin

Scan QR code to book or
Phone: 0427 954 759
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Old Derring-Do by Alan Gent 
Rob had been a bad boy for most of his teen 
years, and it had finally come to his hour of 
reckoning. It was touch and go whether he’d 
be put in jail or have to do community service. 
Luckily for him, it turned out to be the latter, 
although the 240 hours he was given seemed 
excessive. Since his offences generally 
involved stealing from older people, he was 
told that he must attend an old people’s home 
for several hours a week until his order was 
expunged. There was no getting away from 
it – it would be gaol for any serious breach. 
The Sunny Hills Home for the Elderly belied 
its appearance. Rob thought it looked like 
one of those old houses like ‘The House of 
Usher’ when he saw it. It was drab and grey, 
nearly 100 years old, and whose thick front 
door was framed by huge gothic columns. He 
tugged the rope bellpull and heard a distant 
chime sound somewhere in the depths of the 
old house. The massive door opened to a 
very efficient looking and stocky middle-aged 
woman in a nurse’s uniform. 
“Ah. You must be Robert. I’m Alison,” she said 
as she ushered him in. Rob said: “It’s Rob”.
‘I may as well get this over with’, he thought. 
He was led into a large sitting room with 
elderly people engaged in various activities. 
He noticed two men playing chess in the 
corner, a couple of old ladies knitting, several 
people watching TV, and most of the others 
sitting by themselves reading or simply 
staring into space. There was a small group 
playing some sort of board game. His arrival 
caused a stir though, and about twenty pairs 
of eyes regarded him appraisingly. Alison 
explained: “This is Robert – I mean Rob. 
Rob has volunteered to keep one or two of 
you company for a while. He’ll call in three 
times a week about this time for a while.” Rob 
groaned inwardly. ‘Perhaps gaol wasn’t such 
a bad idea’, he thought. 
He was introduced to an old man sitting by 
himself on the far side of the room. “This 
is Alfred. He likes to tell stories. Don’t you 
Alfred?” she said. Alfred looked sullenly at 
her, not saying a word. “We’re in one of our 
moods, are we Alfred? I hope we took our 

medication this morning”. Without waiting for 
a reply, she swept away imperiously. Alfred 
regarded Rob dispassionately. “What did 
they get you for, son?” he said. Rob hesitated 
but then made a decision. Something in the 
old man’s eyes warned him to tell the truth. 
“Pinching handbags and stuff,” he said. 
“Not a good idea, son. Then you got caught – 
two mistakes.”
Rob was gobsmacked. He regarded the old 
man with interest. Before he could comment, 
the old man continued: “I knew a bloke like 
you, a long time ago...”
Rob had sat down in an armchair next to the 
old man, and was about to interrupt, as the old 
man appeared to have drifted off into a World 
of his own. His eyes stared into the distance, 
and a slight smile flitted across his wrinkled 
face. Alfred continued: “You can call him...Don. 
He started off like you, stealing little things 
from people who weren’t too careful. He was 
lucky most of the time and didn’t get caught 
often enough to put him off. He gradually got 
bolder, and set his sights higher, so to speak. 
He must have had a way about him, partly 
because of his looks, but mostly because he 
was careful. Ladies were his speciality, and 
he found them the easiest to part with their 
money. Of course, they never suspected, 
until... Well, let’s say, Don’s luck ran out. He 
found himself, like you I suspect, in front of the 
Law. The only difference was that he’d fallen 
foul of some pretty powerful people, and they 
wanted some sort of recompense, if you see 
what I mean. They offered him a deal. It was 
back in the Cold War times – you remember? 
Well, maybe not. Anyway, the Russians had 
got hold of a letter that a very well-known VIP 
– don’t worry about the name – had written 
to the wife of the Russian Foreign Minister. 
They’d had some sort of ‘thing’ going on. It was 
pretty explosive stuff and had the potential to 
bring down the British Government, if revealed 
at the right time. Don had a choice. He was 
facing going to gaol for quite a long time, or he 
could do this one job getting – stealing – the 
letter. I know it seems a bit drastic, but they 
were desperate times, and the Secret Service22



had lost two agents already trying to get that 
stupid letter back. You see, the Russkies 
knew what was going on, and they’d get a 
handle on all the agents that were likely to be 
sent over. The two had been nabbed as soon 
as they crossed the border. Don’s mother 
was German, and he spoke the language 
like a native. Otherwise, they wouldn’t have 
considered him. Anyway, he got over there, 
through ‘Checkpoint Charlie’, as they used to 
call it, and spent a few days just becoming 
part of the furniture. He made friends with all 
sorts of people very quickly – He was a quite 
likeable chap – and finally worked his way 
up to be very good friends with the German 
girlfriend of one of the guards where the letter 
was kept in a safe over there. It was tricky, 
but with a fair bit of audacity and charm, he 
not only got the safe combination, but he 
got access. Amazing what some of those 
Russkie guards will do to get their ‘leg over’ 
to relieve the boredom...” He appeared to 
drift off again, but then: “Well, where was I? 
Oh yes. Well, Don got the letter and was able 
to bring it back. He had to do some stuff that 
he hadn’t done before, like killing a couple of 
people, but the Goons in Britain told him he’d 
have to do that, if necessary – even trained 
him for it.”
Just then, Alison arrived to take Alfred to his 
lunch. Rob was a little disappointed. He had 
been quite enthralled and really wanted to 
hear what happened to Don after that. 
As she showed Rob back out to the large 
entrance hall she said: “Oh, he’s been telling 
you one of his stories, has he? Well, take it 
with a pinch of salt. We call him ‘Old Derring-
Do’. We reckon he should write a book, but it 
is a bit far-fetched, isn’t it?”
The next time Rob went round to Sunny Hills, 
he was quite anxious to hear the rest of the 
story. He found that the fictitious ‘Don’ had 
had many adventures after that. The British 
Secret Service had ‘recruited’ him for a 
number of assignments and paid him quite 
well. Alfred was a bit cagey about some of 
the details, but it seemed that the Don was 
a very accomplished thief who became 
a top agent. It reminded Rob, in a way, of 
James Bond. “I reckon that’s where he gets 

his stories from”, he mentioned to Alison on 
one occasion. “Oh, yes”, she said, “I mean, 
can you imagine anybody doing the things 
he talks about. He should definitely write a 
book!”
One day, just before the end of his ‘sentence’, 
Rob arrived to find that Alison wasn’t her 
usual cheery self. She led him into the office 
and asked him to take a seat. “I’m afraid I 
have some bad news for you, Rob”, she said. 
“Alfred passed away last night.” Rob realised 
he would miss the old fellow and his stories 
and was visibly shaken. “I’ve spoken to your 
probation officer,” continued Alison, “and 
he has agreed to allow an early cessation 
of your community service order, in the 
circumstances, so it looks as though you’re 
free to go. You’ll still need to see your P.O. 
though. Now, there is one thing I need to talk 
to you about. Alfred expressed a wish that 
you should be allowed to take anything you 
want from his room – he’s effectively left all 
his belongings to you. He has no family left 
apparently – you were his only visitor. I think 
he really appreciated your visits. He always 
looked forward to them.”
Rob was taken to Alfred’s room and left alone. 
He looked around and sat down at the small 
desk next to the bed. It had a single drawer, 
and he opened it to find an envelope inside 
with his name on it. He opened it, and read 
the very neatly written note: 
“Hello Rob. I thought you’d like to know that I 
was very happy to tell you my stories when you 
paid your visits. I think you have a fine future 
ahead of you as long as you use that head of 
yours and don’t get into any further trouble – 
or at least, don’t get caught. You’ll find some 
press cuttings in the drawer you may like. All 
the very best, Alfred D. Beckinshaw”.
The cuttings showed a much younger 
Alfred shaking hands with a man outside 10 
Downing Street, Alfred receiving a medal 
under an American flag, Alfred with two really 
beautiful girls on his arms, and many more 
similar. Next to the cuttings was a velvet 
lined box containing a ‘Congressional Medal 
of Honour’ and a letter saying, “Presented to 
Alfred Donald Beckinshaw for outstanding 
service to Britain and the USA”.23



Announcements

Betty & Ron Pollard - Diamond Wedding Anniversary

Vale Margaret Ann Mighall 

Francine McCarthy turns 80! 
Francine McCarthy quietly celebrated 
her 80th birthday on 21st September, 
marking the occasion with a well-earned 
trip through Central Australia and Kakadu. 
A long-time contributor to Gingin, Francine is 
involved in a range of community activities. 
She volunteers as a Community Car 
driver, supports the Gingin Care Group, 
and recently joined the Treasure Trove 
volunteers. She’s also an active member of 

the Arts and Craft Group, with past entries in 
Arts in the Park, and takes part in both the 
Gingin Book Club and the Garden Group. 
Belated birthday wishes to Francine, and 
sincere thanks for all that she continues to do 
in and around the town.

Passed away peacefully on 6th September 
2025. 
Beloved wife of Des (dec), cherished mother, 
nanny, and special “Little Nanny” to many. 
Our deepest sympathies to Michael, Leanne, 
Beverley, and their families. 
Margaret and Des settled in Gingin in the 
1995, first residing on Roe Street before 
purchasing a home on Weld Street. 
Margaret was a quiet homemaker who loved 
her garden, books and poetry. She had a 
remarkable memory and could readily recite 
the poems learned during school days – 

particularly those of Banjo Patterson.
Margaret and Des were both members of 
the local Lions Club and St. John Ambulance 
and acted as phone despatchers for 
Ambulance call outs.

Sandra Williamson (nee Turner) - 60th Birthday 

Sincere congratulations to Betty and Ron 
Pollard who celebrated their 60th wedding 
anniversary recently. May you be able to 
create many more happy memories together.

Special happy birthday wishes to Sandra 
Williamson (Nee Turner) from Beermullah who 
celebrated her 60th Birthday in September.  
Every good wish is extended to Sandra for 

many more happy returns of the day.

Michael Harris - Happy Retirement 
On Saturday 20th September, a group of 
family and friends gathered at the Gingin 
Bowling Club to celebrate the retirement of 
Michael Harris after many years of dedicated 

service to the Shire of Gingin. We wish you 
a long and happy retirement doing the things 
that make you happy Michael.
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Water License for sale, Neergabby &
Woodridge 0400 162 476

Noticeboard

Other Celebrations

Many thanks to our community members that share their notices with us. 
If you have an annoucement to make, please let us know at gcn@gingin.net

Happy Birthday to... 
Julie D’Amico, Dennis Sevilla, Jade Hamlyn, 
Annette Slater, Alarna Richards, Kerry Jean 
Butler, Zeike Martinovich, Jill Skevington, 
Leanne Phillipson, Annalese, Steve Nickolai, 
Marc Gillard, Nikki Woods and Stephen 
Fewster.

Free Compost 

(Earthworm paradise) 

Phone: 0401 481 311 

Help yourself 

VALE Barry Dobra

Sincere sympathy is extended to the Edgar 
families on the passing of Alexander Murray 
Edgar on 22 September 2025.  Murray (as he 
was known locally) grew up on the family farm 
in Beermullah and  was a former resident of 

Lancelin before leaving the area.  Rest in 
peace Murray

VALE Alexander Murray Edgar

It is with deep sadness that we 
acknowledge the sudden passing of 
Barry Dobra on 18th September 2025. 
Barry was a beloved husband to Maureen, 
devoted father to Kevan, Deanne, Simone 
and Peter, and father-in-law to Rebecca, 
Jannie, the late Alistair, and Laura.
He was a proud grandfather to ten 
cherished grandchildren, a loving brother 
to Glenn, and a loyal friend to many. 
A valued member of the community, 
Barry worked alongside his family in the 
Loose Leaf Lettuce business, where his 
commitment, generosity and quiet strength 
left a lasting impact, not only on the industry,  
but also on the many individuals and 
families he supported through the years. 

Barry will be remembered for his warm 
presence, his steady guidance, and 
the deep love he had for his family and 
community. His legacy lives on in the lives 
he touched and the family he leaves behind. 
He will be deeply missed.
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www.color-a-mandala.com | Free printable coloring pages
Coloring Page #

© 2024 Color a Mandala

M213
Mindful Minis
Coloring Page # M213
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08 9575 1013  contact@carnabysettlements.com.au 
carnabysettlements.com.au

M E T R O  &  R U R A L  P R O P E R T Y  S E T T L E M E N T S

Business Directory
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: Computer Help & Support :
: Repairs : Upgrades : Servicing : Security :

: Networking : Virus and Malware Removal :
: Home and Business Support :

Your local computer guy :-) est 1998
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Gingin Trading        
10 Brockman St, GINGIN  

Hardware  —   Garden Supplies -  Homewares 
Irrigation & Retriculation 
Stormwater & Drainage 

Water pumps -  Building Supplies 
Kleenheat Gas & Refills 

 

Timber -  Electrical -  Automotive 
Paint — Tinting Available  

Key cutting — Pet supplies 
Animal vet products -   Stockfeed 

EGO Battery Tools 
Pool Water Testing & Chemicals 

Woodshield posts 

Tel:  08 9575 2014   
Email: gingintrading@westnet.com.au 

CCaallll  iinn  aanndd  sseeee  LLeenn,,    MMooyyrraa  &&  ssttaaffff  
FFoorr  ffrriieennddllyy  hheellppffuull  aaddvviiccee  

expires Dec/19
$200

Joondalup  |  9300 0888
simplicityfunerals.com.au

Simple, easy and 
respectful funerals
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Domestic - Commercial - Installation - Maintenance

info@mucheaplumbing.com
EMERGENCY HOTWATER
& PLUMBING SERVICES

BORE &
PRESSURE 

PUMP
SPECIALISTS 9696 0466
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Invest in Yourself for a Better Retirement
Retirement isn’t just about numbers—it’s about building security and confidence.

Learn about super, investing, and budgeting.
Get advice tailored to your goals.
Make small changes like salary sacrifice, debt reduction, or boosting
savings.
Use support such as government programs or counselling.
Look after your health to reduce costs and enjoy life longer.

The steps you take today can create a more stable, fulfilling retirement.

ROBERT WEARNE
Financial Adviser

0409284482 
admin@wealthdesignfp.com.au

INVESTING IN CHANGE
Wealthdesign FP

Smart Tax Strategies for Retirement
Planning ahead can help you keep more of your money working for
 you. Some strategies include:

Adding extra to super through salary sacrifice or after-tax contributions.
Taking advantage of government or spouse contribution benefits.
Using a transition-to-retirement or account-based pension to reduce tax on
income and investments.
Timing the sale of assets to minimise capital gains tax.

With the right approach, you can grow your nest egg and make your retirement
income more tax-efficient. Call our Financial Adviser and see how we can
improve your situation 

Peace of Mind for your Financial Future

Debt Reduction 
Paying off debt before retirement
frees up income and reduces
stress. Prioritize high-interest
loans, consider consolidation, and
focus on a clear repayment plan.
less money spent on repayments
and interest, more available for
savings or investing.

Estate Planning – Plan for
Peace of Mind

Creating or updating a will with a
lawyer ensures your wishes are
clear and legally binding. It helps
your loved ones avoid delays,
outlines who gets what, and
ensures powers of attorney and
estate matters are in order —
protecting your family and giving
you peace of mind.

Wealthdesign FP

Give us a
Call and get

Advice 
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We deliver the products and technology you’d expect from a big

bank, plus the personal service you wouldn’t.

Feel good about who you bank with. Try Bendigo.

Find out more. Search Bendigo Bank near me.

Gingin 9575 1560 • Lancelin 9655 2973

Your town. Your

bank.

Everything you need

Community Bank

Gingin and Lancelin

Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited ABN 11 068 049 178, AFSL/Australian Credit Licence 237879  A1455027 OUT_39842291, 27/08/2024

Adam
YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE SPECIALIST

Aimee

ADAM SHIELDS
Gingin & Surrounding Regions
Your Country to Coast Agent

Lot 11 Woodbine Road, Regans Ford

Land Size:
40.46ha/100ac
For Sale:
Offers from $850,000
View on Web:
https://nutrien.harcourts.net/au/office/wa/
listing/l36483456

Aimee Shields
M: 0436 300 466
E: aimee@asr.team
Adam Shields
M: 0429 104 760
E: adam.shields@nh.com.au

Shop 1, 12 Brockman St 
GINGIN

"Bidaminna Homestead" 45acres, 4x2 homestead, sheds and more!
Lot 54 Cowalla Road, Cowalla

Land Size:
18.54ha/45.81ac
For Sale:
Offers from $,300,000
View on Web:
https://nutrien.harcourts.net/au/office/wa/
listing/l36485010

Aimee Shields
M: 0436 300 466
E: aimee@asr.team
Adam Shields
M: 0429 104 760
E: adam.shields@nh.com.au

• 4 bedroom & 2 bathroom homestead
• Solid double brick & iron
• Country style kitchen & meals area
• Separate lounge & dining rooms, plus an extra living
space for the family
• Master with built in robe & ensuite
• Wide verandas with farm views
• Double garage
• New electric storage HWS
• Freshly painted interiors, ready for you to move in and
make it your own
• Cosy slow wood combustion fireplace
• Two large machinery sheds
• 28,000L rainwater tank supplying the homestead
• Titles are in order for dealing , offers can be made
subject to the new title being issued (due October)

FOR
SALE

Gum View Retreat on Moore River!
This remarkable lifestyle property is where peace,
privacy and nature all come together. Whether you're
looking for a retreat, weekender or lifestyle
investment, this has everything you need for family
fun, relaxation and making memories!
• 3 Dwellings
• Lean-to with double carport
• Patio with fire pit & garden/treetop views
• Pizza oven
• Separate shed with shower & storage room
• Large dam
• 2 water tanks (overflow into dam)
• 2 bores (1 electric, 1 solar)
• 9m x 6m shed with lean-to on both sides
• Workshop & shearing shed
• Sheep yards
• Approx. 400 olive trees

FOR
SALE
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