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We’re closer than you think
Use the free self service facilities at our Access Points to connect with Centrelink,
Medicare and other government programs and services.
At our Access Points you can:
• use our computer to access my.gov.au and other government programs and
services and to search for jobs
• use the telephone to access our self service options or to speak to us
• access free Wi-Fi 24/7 to connect to government services—no password required
• scan, print, fax and photocopy documents
• have your identity documents certified
• pick up brochures.

Your local access point is:
Gingin Community Resource Centre
1a Lily King Place
GINGIN

Gingin Care Group

BECOME A 

VOLUNTEER DRIVER
Community caring for its own

Gingin Community Car

Are you a caring 
community member?

Can you commit to approximately 
one day per month?

To register your interest or for more information on the Community Car Service 
contact Sylvia Kelly, Gingin Care Group on 0438 575 254 

or the Gingin CRC on 9575 1253 or crc@gingin.net

Community caring for its own

DO YOU NEED TRANSPORT 
TO MEDICAL APPOINTMENTS?
A community volunteer initiative run by community 

members, designed to meet the needs of Shire 

residents who need medical treatment 

but have no way to get there.

For further information on the Community Car Service contact the Gingin CRC on 9575 1253 
or Sylvia Kelly – Gingin Care Group on 0438 575 254

How do I book?  
Contact the Gingin CRC on 9575 1253 or crc@gingin.net

Gingin Care Group

GINGIN COMMUNITY CAR
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Subscriptions 
Subscribe to the Gingin Buzz 
and have 11 issues mailed to 

your address for $45 .00

Monthly Advertising 
Rates

Inside colour
B/Card		  $   16.50
1/4 page	 $   27.50
1/2 page	 $   49.50
Full page	 $ 110.00

Colour pages rear cover
1/4 page	 $   44.00
1/2 page	 $   77.00
Full page	 $ 132.00

Inside front and rear cover
B/Card		  $   27.50
1/4 page	 $   38.50
1/2 page	 $   60.00
Full page	 $ 110.00

Book and prepay for 10 
ads and get one free!

Classifieds FREE
3 lines per advert

Email all adverts or 
stories to 

gcn@gingin.net

OCTOBER ISSUE CUTOFF 
Thursday 25th September

  GINGIN BUZZ

Disclaimer:
The information contained in the Gingin Buzz is for general information purposes only. The Gingin CRC 
assumes no responsibility for errors or omissions in the content in the articles published, particularly 
those provided from various contributors. However we reserve the right to amend contributions to 
improve clarity for our readers. 

What awesome news that we 
now have Vanessa, the Northern 
Valleys Mobile Vet, that is 
servicing Gingin Mondays and 
Thursdays. I know there have 
been a lot of people asking on 
social media about Vets close 
by.  Vanessa can be contacted 
on 0491 220 046 or www.nvvets.
com.au 
Last Monday 25th August we 
had the lovely group at Smiling 
Starts attend our Library 
Storytime session. What a terrific 
initiative getting the youngest of 
children to know all about how to 
keep their teeth healthy. Not to 
mention the great fun that was 
had by all in the process.
The Gingin CRC Treasurer 
and I recently spent a couple 
of days in Joondalup for the 
Linkwest members conference, 
this year’s theme was `Playing 
to our strengths`. I know for our 
CRC; our level of Governance 
is one of our strengths as is 
our staff commitment. The 
conference also gave us some 
opportunity for self-reflection 
and considering what first 
impressions we give. As they 
say you only get one chance to 
make a good impression. I like 
to think our CRC reception staff 

(and in fact all staff) are aware 
of this, and as such hopefully 
we make people feel welcomed 
and valued. As always, we are 
open to improvements and 
suggestions.
We are looking forward to next 
month`s Arts Exhibition at the 
Palettes and Plates event and 
encourage all locals to submit 
their Art entries. Anyone with 
anything representing Gingin 
will be entered into the Depict 
Gingin Award $1500:  given 
to artwork that’s title & subject 
reflect Gingin in content. This is 
only 1 of the 4 Award Categories, 
however there is bound to be 
one that suits your piece. It 
would be a bumper weekend if 
you attended the event and also 
took out an Art Award. 

As always, we hope to see you 
at the Centre soon. 
Carrie
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Do you have a story or advert you would like to share? 
Perhaps you know of a special anniversary or birthday.
If you would like to submit an article, story or advertisement in the next edition of 
the Buzz, please email gcn@gingin.net

Contents Page
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Front Page - The Next Generation of Contributors
Best wishes, congratulations and thanks 
are extended to the following Generation Z 
members in our community. 
The future of Volunteering and Apprenticeships 
have been in the spotlight for a number of 
years, but the following profiles should give 
us all confidence.
Lincoln Van Blitterswyk.
Lincoln was accepted into an Electrical  
Apprenticeship after attending Year 12 at 
Bullsbrook College.
We wish him well in his Apprenticeship.
Lincoln is also an active member of the Gingin 
Volunteer Fire and Rescue Service.(GVF&RS)
He recently participated in the “Step Up for 
MSWA” alongside colleagues from the Gingin 
Fire Station, climbing the stair well of the Rio 
Tinto Tower in Perth

Rhys Greenwell.
Congratulations to Rhys for recently 
completing his Apprenticeship at The Gingin 
Butcher.
He has plans for seeing more of the State and 
joining the workforce as a “fly in fly out”.
We wish him all the best for the future - and 
we look forward to hearing what role he takes 
on.

Angus MacDonald
Angus, another member of Gingin Volunteer 
Fire and Rescue Service, is in his first year 
as a Butcher’s Apprentice at Northern Valley 
Quality Meats, Bindoon.
Angus is well known in Gingin having attended 
Gingin District High School to the end of Year 
10, before moving to Bullsbrook College.
He also completed the fund raiser “Step Up 
for MSWA” at the Rio Tinto Tower this year.
This was no mean feat - the Tower has 1152 
steps to navigate.

Tyson Parker
If you have been into The Gingin Butcher 
recently you may have noticed a new face 
behind the counter.
Tyson is currently on probation as a 
Butcher’s Apprentice having left Year 11 
when this opportunity arose. (The Butcher’s 
Apprenticeship is a three-year training 
programme through TAFE)
Tyson was School Captain in Year 10 and he 
is well known in the community for a number of 
activities. Last year he “MC’d” the Christmas 
Carols in the Park, played the Bagpipes at this 
year’s Anzac Day Ceremony, and is a Junior 
member of the Gingin Volunteer Fire and 
Rescue Service. (Tyson can progress from the 
Junior level when he reaches 18, and although 
he does not attend Active Emergencies he 
attends Wednesday night training sessions 
and is qualified to go out with the Crews for 
mopping up post the “active stage”)



Gingin Community Resource Centre - The Gingin Buzz
Open letter to all Not For Profit 
organisations.
Substantial growth is being experienced 
within our Gingin Shire community and it 
is considered important to impart social 
information to both the established and new 
arrivals to the area. Over the years, via the 
Gingin Community News and now the Buzz, 
your Gingin Community Resource Centre 
(CRC) has published monthly editions to 
capture the social aspects of country town 
living. The benefit of our publication is to 
engender inclusiveness throughout the 
community with local interest news.
Whilst social media plays a part in distributing 
social news the popularity of the Buzz indicates 
that there is still a desire for the receipt of 
printed matter.
There is so much information that is contained 
within the various groups that if published 
could enhance membership and engender 

interest throughout the wider population.
I am realistic enough not to expect a flood 
of responses, but it would be appreciated if 
your group consider a contribution to the Buzz 
on a periodic basis, I’m sure you will find it 
worthwhile.
Lauren Samata will be happy to receive your 
contributions or field any queries you may 
have on 9575 1253 or email gcn@gingin.net.
Kind regards,
Trevor Phillips
Chairman CRC

It is wonderful to hear the good news stories 
of the next Generation, and their personal 
contributions to our community.

Footnote : Lincoln, Angus and Tyson all 
started their connection with the GVF&RS 
through the Year 10 Gingin District High 
School Student Cadet Programme.
This programme enrols between 10 - 
15 students each year. It is a full year’s 
programme, and they complete two basic 
certificates covering Fire Fighting Awareness 

and Fire Fighting Skills. Participants are also 
required to complete a St Johns First Aid 
Certificate.
Completion of this programme then equips the 
graduating Cadets with every skill needed to 
volunteer in any Fire Brigade in W.A. (Source 
N. Woods, Captain GVF&RS)
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Community News

Gingin Uniting Church 
Gingin Uniting Church, 9 Weld Street, Gingin. 
Services held every 2nd and 4th Sunday of 
the month at 10am. All are welcome. 

Website: https://gingin.ucwa.au
Email: ginginuniting@gmail.com
Phone: Sharon 0428 557 057

Gingin Treasure Trove 

Gingin Canine Collective

Treasure Trove @ Gingin - Community Op 
Shop - AGM
Date: Tuesday 9 September 2025
Time: 1pm
Venue: Gingin Golf Club
The AGM will be followed by afternoon tea.
Everyone is welcome to the AGM but only 
members may vote – membership is $2 per 
year.
Trove members who are unable to attend may 
appoint a proxy to vote in their place.  Proxy 
voting forms are available in the shop.
All the committee positions are up for re-
election but please do not nominate a person 
without asking their permission.  Please feel 
free to ask someone to nominate you.

Committee Members Responsibilities
N.B. Committee members must be volunteers 
in the shop.
As a lead shop volunteer, they must be willing 
and physically able to:
•Open & shut the shop.
•Manage the till, including setting up the float 
and reconciling the end of day totals from the 
Eftpos machine and till receipt.
•Interact appropriately with customers.
•Make decisions, Yes/No, re: donations 
offered.
•Be confident communicating via email and 
WhatsApp.
•Enjoy working in a diverse team!

Did You Know?
For the past 2½ years, the Gingin Canine 
Collective has been turning our monthly dog 
walks into something even more special, 
donating dog and cat food to the Gingin 
Community Chest.
These donations help local pets in need and 
bring a little extra kindness to our community. 
Now, we are working towards another goal, 
fundraising to get a fence for Gingin’s off-lead 
dog area! A safe, enclosed space for our four-
legged friends will mean more freedom, fun, 
and tail wags for everyone.
A huge thank you to everyone who joins 
our walks and supports these causes, your 
generosity makes a big difference!
#GinginCanineCollective #CommunityChest 

#PawsForACause #FenceForGinginDogs

A Big Thank You, Gingin!   
The Gingin Canine Collective held a sausage 
sizzle on 23 August and it was a fantastic 
success, and it wouldn’t have been possible 
without the support of some amazing local 
businesses:

8



Gingin Art & Craft
A Paint ‘n’ Sip was held on Sat 9th Aug and 
what an awesome day it was! The room was 
full of laughter, creativity, and a few splashes 
of paint (all intentional… mostly).
Some truly incredible works of art were 
created, proof that a little paint, a little sip, and 
a lot of fun can lead to amazing results!

Best of all, it was about more than just art, it 
was about bringing our community together, 
sharing stories, making connections, and 
enjoying each other’s company.

A big thank you to everyone who joined in and 
made the day so special. We can’t wait to do 
it all again!
#GinginArtAndCraft #PaintNSip #CreativeFun 
#CommunityTogetherness #LocalArts — in 
Gingin.

*Brett’s Embroidery & Custom Apparel – for 
generously paying for the sausages
*Gingin Butcher – for supplying them at a 
discounted price
*Gingin IGA – for providing discounted buns
Thanks to their generosity, and the wonderful 
community who came down, enjoyed a 
sausage, and donated, we are another step 
closer to creating an enclosed off-lead dog 
area in Gingin.   
Your support means the world — together we 
are making it happen!   

#ThankYou #CommunitySupport 
#GinginCanineCollective 

9



Gingin Police 

Gingin Chittering Lions 

Hello Gingin 
I would like to introduce myself as the new 
Officer in Charge at Gingin Police Station, 
having recently transferred from Southern 
Cross with my wife and daughter. Firstly, I 
would like thank Sergeant Jude Seivwright 
for the great work she had done during her 
time at Gingin and wish her all the best as she 
returns to Major Crime. 
For myself, I have spent most of my 27 years 
with WA Police serving in Regional Western 
Australia. There is something about country 
policing and country people that I appreciate 
and understand. In my experience, building 
good strong relationships with the community 
not only makes the time we spend in Gingin 
more enjoyable, but also assists local police 
understand the important issues that affect 

the local community.  As an incoming OIC, I 
have been fortunate to walk into a station with 
a cohesive police team that works hard and 
enjoy all that Gingin has to offer. 
If there is something going on that needs 
to be reported to police, or you have seen 
some suspicious behaviour please let us 
know. Drop in at the station or give us a call, 
community information is one of our much-
valued resources. 
On that note, the Gingin Police Team will 
continue to provide quality police services to 
the community.
Until next time, stay safe. 
Chris Thompson 
Gingin Police Station

After spending a wet weekend at the Avon 
descent, it is nice to feel Spring in the air, for a 
short time each day.  We are getting prepared 
for the fetes and shows that the upcoming 
season brings.
Did you know that the Lions train can be 
hired for events?  We are off to Baskerville 
this weekend to add fun to their footy windup 
celebrations. 
Gingin/Chittering Lions are very happy to 
support the Year 6 camp for the students 
attending Immaculate Heart College.
November 1 is a date to place on your 
calendars, the Lions Skin cancer bus is coming 

to town.  We will take bookings closer to the 
time
We are always on the prowl to welcome new 
volunteers. If you have ever thought about 
joining a Club or want to lend a hand, come 
and have a chat.
The Gingin/Chittering Lions meet on the 
second Monday of the month for a shared 
dinner at 6.30pm.
The Lion’s Den is situated at 3 Horan Street 
Gingin. Our meetings are quick and enjoyable. 
Find us on Facebook
Email: bandito@bigpond.net.au
Call: Colin 0411 231 985.

Gingin Red Cross - Margaret Vallentine 
Margaret Vallentine was a Gingin icon and 
legend. She gave a lifetime of service to this 
town through her efforts with the St John 
ambulance, Red Cross and CWA endeavors 
just to name a few. Communication was her 
mantra, and she loved to write letters to the 
Shire for the betterment of the community. 
On the August 10 we unveiled a plaque in 

dedication to this beautiful soul. It is near the 
entrance to the Shire offices so pause, take a 
look, and give gratitude to her memory. 
The Red Cross is going to the Landcare 
Wildflower Show at the Wannamal Hall on 
Sunday September 14. If you would like to 
join us, call or text Felicity on 0400 505 656 
as we will be carpooling to the event.
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Koorunga CWA 

Whilst there we will wander around the hall 
to see the extensive display and enjoy a 
Devonshire tea or light lunch. You can choose 
to take a self-guided walk around the area. We 
will leave the Den at 11am. All are welcome to 
join us.
Our next Red Cross morning tea will be on the 
September 19. A week later than normal. We 
will have a quick morning tea before an outing 
to the Local Goat in Coonabidgee. There we 
will learn some of the work of the farm and 

taste the gorgeous goat cheese. There will be 
an opportunity to purchase. Please advise if 
you will be attending by September 16. 
These events are a good opportunity to go out 
and meet other people, learn a little about this 
town and have a happy day. If you are new 
to town, recently retired or just want to come 
along and have a chat you will be more than 
welcome. Enquiries flicka63@bigpond.net.au 
or the number above.

The Koorunga CWA in association with the 
Mogumber Outback Club hosted the film “Just 
a Farmer” at the Wannamal Hall August 16. 
We would like to thank our sponsors; Black Dog 
Ride inc, Bendigo Bank Gingin and Lancelin, 
Treasure Trove, Anspach Ag, Westpork, 
Men’s Mental health and Gingin IGA. Thank 
you to Koorunga, Chittering Bindoon and 
The Bindoon Belle CWA Branches for their 
mammoth efforts preparing pulled pork and 
coleslaw rolls to have pre movie, with a 
delicious supper to follow. Also we would like 
to thanks the The Mogumber Outback Club 
and the Wannamal Community Centre for their 
help with promotions, setup and pulldown.
There was a great turnout on a chilly winters 
evening but the ambience inside the hall was 
really pleasant. Over 120 people mingled 
around the displays and chatted together. 
Farmers, ex farmers, young and old and other 
community members munched popcorn and 
kept warm under blankets for our screening.
Feedback has been very positive, and we 
are sure that we have enhanced the sense of 
community, and the message will be spread 
with conversations going forward. Look out for 
your mates! I believe the film had a big impact, 
the sounds of silence at the end were indicative 
of the effect it had on the audience.  Our State 
President for CWA, Felicity Edwards, was in 
attendance to make it a little more special for 
us. 
Owen, for the Black Dog Ride Inc., and John 
from Men’s Mental Health both gave a short, 
powerful talk before the film, and had a captive 

audience during supper. The conversations 
around the room were meaningful.
“Just A Farmer isn’t just a film, it’s a heartfelt 
tribute to the people that feed the nation, 
navigating mental health, family pressures, 
and the changing face of rural life. It’s raw, 
honest and deeply moving.”
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Gingin Brook Catchment Group 
Amazon Frogbit Infestation update
Those of you who saw the December 2023 
edition of this publication may remember 
the report of Amazon Frogbit having been 
detected in the Gingin Brook in the Neergabby 
area in November of that year.  By May 2024 
when initial chemical control was able to be 
undertaken the infestation was estimated to 
cover about 1.5km of the brook, indicating 
how fast this weed can spread.      
The Shire of Gingin has responsibility for 
its ongoing control in the Gingin Brook and 
received a grant to undertake further control 
measures.  The priority measure was to contain 
the infestation to the currently known area by 
the use of floating barrier booms.  The booms 
were installed near Harriss Rd and Jones Rd in 
Neergabby in summer 2024/25.  The barriers 
will need to be in place for several years and 
be monitored for build-up of weeds and debris 
and cleaned if necessary.  Following the 
heavy rains we have experienced this winter 
it has been reported the barriers are no longer 
visible and it is feared they have been washed 
away.  
Therefore, Amazon Frogbit plants are likely to 
have been transported further downstream.  
Landholders are requested to report any 
Amazon Frogbit plants seen, particularly any 
seen downstream of Jones St, Neergabby.  This 
is particularly important to protect the lower 
reaches of the Gingin Brook and ultimately 
the Moore River and its estuary at Guilderton.  
Research by the Southeast Regional Centre 
for Urban Landcare (SERCUL) indicates 
the plants, although generally thought of as 
freshwater plants, are also able to live in 
brackish water so the estuary is at risk.  
Landholders on the Brook, or with wetlands 
or dams on their properties that may have 
received water from flooding by Gingin Brook, 
also need to be vigilant as seed or pieces of 
plant may have been carried to these water 
bodies by flowing water.  Also be aware 
waterbirds, animals or vehicles can transport 
the weed from one water body to another.  
As the weather warms the weed will grow 

very quickly so action as soon as it is seen 
is needed.   If the infestation consists of a 
very small number of plants immediate hand 
removal is an option.  Completely drying the 
plants or otherwise effectively killing them 
before disposal is necessary.  Follow up 
monitoring is required to ensure no viable 
pieces have been missed.   
Amazon Frogbit is an aquatic plant with a 
native range in tropical areas of Central and 
South America but it has become naturalised 
on all continents except Antarctica.  Previously 
known by the scientific name Limnobium 
laevigatum, it has now been reclassified 
resulting in the new name, Hydrocharis 
laevigata, now being the accepted scientific 
name in WA.  It is an aggressively invasive 
plant in the same family as Water Hyacinth, 
Eichhornia crassipes.  Both are declared 
plants in WA.
Amazon Frogbit has floating stems with round 
or kidney shape leaves up to 4cm across.  
Young leaves form a rosette which floats flat 
on the water surface.  These leaves have a 
prominent spongy bulge on the underside of 
each leaf, resulting in the alternative name 
South American Spongeplant.  Adult leaves, 
which may be held above the water, have 
leathery blades and the bulge is often less 
distinct.  Roots are formed at the nodes of the 
stem and may float in the water or sometimes 
be rooted in the soil. 
The flowers are about 15mm wide, white, pale 
yellow or light green, and usually unisexual.  
Male flowers often occur in clusters and 
have petals and sepals.  Female flowers are 
solitary and have only rudimentary petals and 
sepals.  The fruit is globular or ellipsoidal, 
fleshy and berry-like and up to 1.5cm long 
and 3.5mm wide.  Each fruit contains up to 
100 seeds.  Pollination is usually by wind but 
other methods such as by insects have been 
observed. Once pollinated the female flower 
bends down into the water where the fruit 
develops and seed is then released into the 
water when mature.  Spread is via seed or 
plant fragments. Any piece of plant which 
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Gingin Care Group 

contains a node can develop into a new plant.  
Fragments and seeds are carried by flowing 
water but also by animals and people including 
unintentionally on boats or recreational 
equipment.  
The plant is sold as an easy-care, fast-
growing pond or aquarium plant for nutrient 
removal and providing shelter, but its rapid 
growth quickly forms a dense mat which then 
becomes a problem.  Use of this plant in 
outdoor water features in particular should be 
avoided.  If you already have this plant and 
are disposing of excess or unwanted plants, 
please do so responsibly.  Don’t dispose of 
plants, fish or water from ponds or aquaria 
into a wetland, waterway, stormwater drain or 
bushland.  If frogbit gets into the environment, 
it is a serious weed forming dense mats which 
displace native species and impact water 
quality and wildlife habitat.   They also can clog 
waterways impacting recreational activities 
and clogging drains and irrigation pipes and 
damaging pumps.  
If you find anything you think might be Amazon 
Frogbit please report to mypestguide.agric.
wa.gov.au/reporter or on the MyPestGuide 
Reporter app. The app can be downloaded 
free from Apple or Google and allows 
reporting on your smartphone direct from the 

field.  If you are uncertain of the identification 
reporting via MyPestGuide will provide you 
with an identification.   In the Shire of Gingin 
also report any sightings to the shire office 
mail@gingin.wa.gov.au.    
For sightings in other local government areas, 
reporting to the local government responsible 
for the area would also be advisable.  Local 
councils are often responsible for any public 
land, including waterways and drains, within 
their boundaries that are not otherwise vested 
Sightings in Gingin can also be reported to 
us info@gingincatchment.org.au, but please 
report to the other agencies first, as they 
are the lead agencies for monitoring and 
control.  Please let us know where else you 
have reported the sighting.  If it hasn’t been 
reported elsewhere accurate location details 
and a photo will be required if we need to 
report on your behalf.

Gingin Care Group hosts The Gathering 
Place every second Monday at 10am 
at the Gingin Recreation Centre. 
Enjoy morning tea, an engaging activity, 
and a delicious lunch, all for just $15. 
Past sessions have included guest speakers 
on end-of-life care and financial planning, 
gentle exercise with Karen from Gingym, 
music trivia with Naida and Angela, and a visit 
from the Gingin Scouts. It’s a great way to 
connect, laugh, and be part of the community. 
Everyone is welcome, especially new faces! 
To book or find out more, call 0438 575 254.
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gingin.wa.gov.au

Country   Coast 
Shire of Gingin News & Information

&

Palettes and Plates in the Park!

Council Decisions

The following matters were considered by Council at the 
Shire’s August Ordinary Council Meeting:

• Traffic Management Tender - CO2/2025 
• Planning Applications - 2 applications considered.
For details of additional items resolved by Council and 
for more information please go to the August Council 
Meeting minutes which are available at gingin.wa.gov.
au/council-meetings, or in person upon request at either 
the Gingin Administration Centre or Lancelin Office.

Join us for a celebration of local food, art and 
community on Saturday 11 October at the Granville Civic 
Centre, Gingin for Palettes and Plates in the Park.
Food & Produce - Discover the best from our region with 
a local fresh produce pavilion, pre-ordered picnic boxes 
by Tiffany Polette, takeaway woodfire pizza from CU@
Park Cafe, food trucks, and a bar hosted by the Gingin 
Golf Club. 
Entertainment & Fun - Enjoy live music (including the Perth 
Hills Symphony Orchestra), acrobatics, pony rides, face 
painting, art stalls and more – the perfect day out for the 
whole family.
Save the date and bring the whole family along to 
celebrate our local producers, artists, and makers!
For more information, contact community@gingin.
wa.gov.au / 9575 5100.

Waste Facility Pass Reminder
Last year, we rolled out our reusable Waste Facility 
Passes. These passes are convenient, easy to use and 
importantly reusable. The passes are designed to last 
for years to come, so please keep yours safe – if lost, we 
can supply you with a new one for a replacement fee.
Please note, the Waste Facility Passes will automatically 
reset every year, so you don’t need to do anything. This 
year, your pass will reset on 1 September.
Tip Pass FAQs:
• Lost your pass? You can order a replacement by 

contacting the Shire.
• If your property has been classified as ‘Commercial’, 

but you believe your property should receive a 
‘Residential’ visit allowance, please contact the 
Shire.

• Keep your pass – it will automatically update on 1 
September once Council has endorsed the new 
Fees and Charges.

• Any unused visits from the current year won’t carry 
over to the next year once the new allocation starts.

• Keep your pass safe and use it responsibly.

Need some clarification? 
Contact us on 9575 5100, or 
email mail@gingin.wa.gov.
au, or visit our website gingin.
wa.gov.au.

Early Rates Incentive Scheme Sponsor 
Acknowledgment

Exclusive Naming Rights Opportunity - 
Gingin Aquatic Centre EOI
The Shire of Gingin is seeking Expressions of Interest from 
businesses, organisations, or individuals for the exclusive 
naming rights sponsorship of the Gingin Aquatic Centre 
for a term of up to 10 years.
This is a valuable opportunity to gain ongoing brand 
exposure in a highly visible and well-used community 
facility, while also supporting the continued success and 
operation of this important local asset.
Expressions of Interest close at 4:00pm on Monday, 15 
September 2025, with the launch of the new name 
proposed to coincide with the opening of the 2025/26 
pool season. For more information, please visit: gingin.
wa.gov.au/news/

Thank you to Lancelin Sands for your generous sponsorship 
of the Shire’s Early Rates Incentive Scheme.
KB Riley Sons Pty Ltd trade as Lancelin Sands and Lancelin 
Liquid Salvage and are a WA family owned and operated 
transport and earthmoving company established in 1981. 
The company is located at 20 Masters Way, Lancelin.
Whether you require loaders, excavators, compactors, 
bob cat operators or experienced truck drivers, we provide 
licensed professionals who adhere to strict Occupational 
Health and Safety standards.
Our machinery is serviced regularly to ensure projects run 
smoothly and machinery remains in excellent working order.
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(08) 9575 5100      mail@gingin.wa.gov.au      

Country   Coast 
S E P T E M B E R

Annual Rates Mailout

Palettes and Plates in the Park!

If you are a ratepayer in the Shire of Gingin, keep an eye on your 
post box or letter box in the coming days as your Rate Notice and 
accompanying inserts will be arriving soon!
Inside your envelope, you will receive:
• Rate Notice
• Budget Bulletin
• Firebreak Order and Bush Fire Information Brochure
• Guilderton Foreshore Parking Pass
• Waste Recycling Calendar
If you have any questions regarding this year’s rates mailout, please 
contact our Rates Team on 9575 5100 or mail@gingin.wa.gov.au.

Small Business Growth Grants
The Small Business Growth Grants program is a WA Government business 
support initiative to help small and medium businesses to develop, grow 
and expand.
Applications are now open, with $1 million in matched funding available 
to help you access professional services.
You can apply for up to $10,000 in matched funding vouchers to use 
towards business planning, digital marketing, cyber security, export 
readiness and more.
For more information, eligibility criteria or to apply visit: smallbusiness.
wa.gov.au/growth
The Small Business Growth Grants are proudly administered by the Small 
Business Development Corporation.

Nominate Your 2026 Community Citizen of the Year!
Do you know someone who is doing amazing things in our local 
community? Nominate them for the Community Citizen of the Year 
Awards.
The Community Citizen of the Year Awards gives us the opportunity 
to celebrate the positive impact of individuals and groups who are 
engaged and committed to our local area.
Recognising local heroes for more than 20 years, the Awards are made 
up of four categories:
• Community Citizen of the Year (for individuals over 16 years)
• Young Community Citizen of the Year (for individuals aged 16-30 

years)
• Senior Community Citizen of the Year (for individuals aged 65 years 

and over)
• Active Citizenship (for community groups or events)
Nominations can be made for contributions to education, health, 
fundraising, voluntary services, business, sports, arts, culture, the 
environment, social inclusion or any other area that enhances the 
wellbeing of our community. Nominations are now open until 31 October 
2025 and can be submitted at citizenshipawards.com.au/nominate
Recipients will be announced at our Australia Day Event in January 2026.

Pasture-based Poultry Producer 
Workshop
2,4, 15 and 18 September, 9:00am - 
1:00pm, Pinjarra, Nannup, Bullsbrook, 
Mt Barker.
Rural Fire Awareness Workshop
Sat 6 & 20 September and Sat 18 
October, 9:00am - 11:00am, Gingin, 
Beermullah, Red Gully.
Lunch at the Gathering Place
Monday 8 & 22 September, 10:00am 
- 1:30pm, Gingin Recreation Centre, 
Gingin.
Gingin Red Cross - Monthly Morning 
Tea
Friday 12 September, 10:00am - 
11:00am, The Lions Den, 3 Horan 
Street, Gingin.
Ordinary Council Meeting
Tuesday 16 September, 3:00pm - 
5:00pm, Council Chambers, Gingin 
Administration Centre.
Stable Fly Action Group
Tuesday 23 September, 2:00pm 
- 4:00pm, Granville Civic Centre, 
Gingin.
Ledge Point Family Fun Day
Sunday 5 October, Ledge Point Oval, 
Ledge Point.
Palettes and Plates in the Park
Friday 10 - Saturday 11 October, 
Granville Park, Gingin.
John Wood & Dave Allen - Our Rock ‘n 
Roll Journey (Seniors Week Event) 
Wednesday 12 November.
For more information on events in 
the Shire, please go to the Events 
Calendar at gingin.wa.gov.au.

What’s on
In the Shire of Gingin?
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Sports

South Midlands Netball Association 
South Midlands Netball Association held its 
tenth annual netball carnival on Sunday July 
27 2025. To Celebrate we had hair braiding 
and face painting on offer alongside a raffle 
with plenty of prizes.
We had 38 teams participate on a very wet and 
cold day. We even had an exhibition game of 
walking netball! Yes walking (no running, no 
jumping).
The canteen was kept busy with an abundance 
of milos being served throughout the day. 
Many thanks to all the canteen and admin 
staff for giving up their Sunday. Thank you to 
all who helped throughout the day.
Our Winning Teams of the day were and our 
Spirit of the Game went to;
Winning Team Open division – Illusions   	
Spirit of the Game - Annies Kyanite

Winning Team 16& under – Lesmurdie 
Warriors
Spirit of the Game - South Midlands 6
Winning Team 14& under – STA Eclipse		
Spirit of the Game - South Midlands
Winning Team 13& under – Kulcha 13s		
Spirit of the Game - Malvern Springs
Winning Team 12& under div 1 – Annies Opals
Spirit of the Game - South Midlands
Winning Team 12& under div 2 – SCC Lightning
Spirit of the Game - Swan Christian College 
Pink
We had 6 teams of 10years and under and 4 
teams of 8 years and  under who all received 
a participation certificate for their efforts.

Gingin Golf Club 
LADIES NEWS
Another very successful month for the ladies 
at Gingin Golf Club. Congratulations to the 
following members:
•Winners of the annual 4BBB stableford event 
on July 30 were Anne Gault and Kathy Gobbart 
44 points. Thank you to our generous sponsor 
for the event, CU@PARK. 
•August 6 Par event, sponsored by Maria 
Crisp. Winner Marnee Pearse, +2, Runner-up 
Nina Foulkes-Taylor, 0.
•August 8 York Open Day. Karen Pollard 
Runner Up 37pts
•August 13 Stroke event sponsored by Nina 
Foulkes-Taylor. Winner Kaye Bingham, 75 
nett, Runner-up Kathy Gobbart 76 nett.
•August 20 Par event generously sponsored 
by Gingin Trading. Winner Marnee Pearse, +1, 
Runner-up Kaye Bingham, 0 on a countback 
from Noelene Keeffe.
The AVLGA Championships were held from 

August 15 to 17 and 6 members travelled to 
Brookton to participate. Under perfect weather 
conditions the ladies battled it out on Friday 
in the 4BBB competition. Congratulations to 
Robin Higgins and Kaye Bingham on winning 
the gross par that day. Then over the next two 
days the stroke championships were held and 
our ladies did not disappoint. Congratulations 
to Robin Higgins on her 4th consecutive win 
of the Championships. Helen Ward Memorial 
Trophy, 36 hole stroke competition and Marnee 
Pearse winning the Carol Comley Jug, 36 hole 
nett competition and the Veterans Marjorie 
Young Tray, 36 hole stableford competition. 
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The Junior coaching program has been 
running for a few weeks and it has been very 
encouraging seeing a good number of juniors, 
both boys and girls attending, and keen to 
learn and improve the game of golf. 
We encourage and welcome new players 
regardless of ability, beginners included. 
Enquiries can be made via our Facebook 
page or by emailing us at gingingolfclub@
gmail.com.
Keep your eyes on our FaceBook page 
(Gingin Golf Club – Inc), for all Golfing news 
and events.

MENS GOLF
Despite being incapacitated, due to a 
motorcycle accident, Hughan McVee was still 
able to sponsor a golf day on 26 July, but his 
injuries precluded him from playing. This was 
a Stableford event with Thys Gorter being 
the winner with 42 points, runner-up Futri 
Neve 40 points and in third place was Rob 
Whiley with 39 points. Hughan did manage to 
drag himself to the club to participate in the 
hospitality following the game.
The club held our annual Open 4 Ball event on 
Saturday 2 August and 44 players teed off in 
wet, cold, and blustery conditions that persisted 
for most of the day. Back in the comfort of the 
clubhouse President Brian Carter welcomed 
thanked and congratulated everyone for 
persisting with the challenging conditions. 
Brian Carter extended the clubs gratitude 
to Tronox, Adam Shields Realty, Eagleye 
Technical Services, Gingin Cellarbrations 
and Drummond Golf for their sponsorship of 
the event. Golf WA area rep. Neil Haywood 
congratulated all regional Golf clubs for 
running their organisations entirely with 
volunteers. Captain Chris with Vice Captain 
Brendon awarded Brian Carter (Gingin) with 
Ron Dadd (Goomalling) Nett winners and 
Simon Prins with Brad Rushforth (Jurien Bay) 
Gross winners with their respective prizes. 
Minor prizes down to 5th place were awarded 
to Thys Gorter with Rob Whiley runners-up, 
Brendon Fewster with Fred Roe 3rd, Bruno 
DeBoni with Paul Kelly 4th and Ash Martin 
with Max Scott 5th. Non-Golf Link winners 
were Jack Watson with Steve Fletcher and 
runners-up Matthew DeBoni with Sean Diaz. 
(See photos) It was very welcome to receive 
soup and a sausage sizzle at the half-way 
point and there were after game snacks, bar 
service and a steak and salad evening meal 
all expertly prepared by the Ladies catering 
group with thanks to Carolyn, Jean, Michelle. 
Kaye and Noelene.
Whilst some harsh weather was experienced 
the previous week, the 9 August presented 
us with continuous substantial rain making 
conditions unplayable. However, with 
unbounded optimism three hardy souls 
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gathered at the clubhouse anticipating a 
break in the conditions. After a very sociable 
few hours they decided to play around mid 
afternoon trying to convince the rest of us 
that they did not encounter any wet weather, 
I wonder!
On 16 August, the weather improved to a sunny 
day for the Paul Kelly sponsored Stableford 
competition. Paul has been experiencing a 
considerable degree of success of late and 
on this occasion the trend continued with him 
winning with a score of 35 points. Brian Carter 
was runner-up with 34 points winning on a 
count back from Bruno DeBoni also with 34 
points.
A particularly good turn up for the Alby 
Sermon sponsored day on 23 August. Another 
Stableford competition played, for the most 
part, in overcast conditions. The winner 
with an eye watering score of 46 points was 
Brendon Fewster, a superb effort, that along 
with other good scores, has now cost him two 
shots being deducted from his handicap, he 
is now a player with a single figure handicap. 
In second place and winning on a count back 
from Paul Kelly (that name again) was Tye 
Gresele with 37 points. 
On a non-golfing note the structural frame for 
the Machinery Shed extension has now been 
erected by our own volunteer labour force 
and will shortly have the wall cladding and 
roof sheeting applied. Our thanks go to the 
Bendigo Bank and the Gingin Treasure Trove 
for their grant funding to assist with the cost of 
the structural kit. 
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Kanugi by Alan Gent 
Although the relocation to Chignik Lake in 
Alaska was supposed to be one of those: 
“Let’s get rid of all the sentimental stuff” moves, 
Stella Cardel simply could not bring herself to 
part with Kanugi. It had been a marvellous 
holiday to Cairns on the Barrier Reef in 
Australia, and the souvenir coconut head was 
entirely appropriate. She wasn’t sure where 
the name ‘Kanugi’ came from, but when she 
looked at those impassive ‘eyes’ he seemed 
to approve. ‘Yes’, she thought, ‘he certainly 
seems to exude a strong personality’. He was 
carved out of a coconut, with the front half 
being the face, having round white shells for 
eyes and long open white shells as earrings. 
He had a very wide nose, indicating his island 
origin. The coconut texture was perfect for his 
whiskered, weathered look. The back half of 
the nut had been left untouched, and a hook 
had been screwed into the top that Stella 
used to hang him up. He had been hanging 
for some time in the gazebo back where 
they came from in Vancouver, and the hook 
was probably in need of replacement, but 
somehow, Stella had never got around to it. 
She’d left it to Bob – it was a man’s job, after 
all, to fix things like that.  
Stella had settled in to teaching at the local 
primary school, and she really enjoyed the 
smaller class sizes. She felt she was quite 
lucky to find a job like that, mainly due to her 
having been a teacher in Vancouver for some 
time. Bob and Stella’s son Brian had just 
started high school and was popular among 
his peers. He’d inherited his father’s love of 
adventure and was always ‘almost’ in trouble 
for some scheme or other. Bob had tried for 
nearly six months to get a job at Chignik Lake, 
but the employment situation was quite dire 
and getting worse. He’d finally ‘bitten the bullet’ 
and found a job in Anchorage, nearly 500 km 
away, as a Civil Engineer. He flew back every 
two weeks for a long weekend with his family 
– not the best arrangement but said: “It’s only 
temporary. As soon as the funds build up, we’ll 
be able to afford a place in Anchorage, and you 
can both move over here.” The trouble was, 
Stella really liked Chignik Lake – everybody 
was so friendly. ‘Something will come along’ 

she thought, hoping that there’d be a good job 
at the Lake for Bob soon.
The wolf attacks had been well reported. It 
seemed that a rabid wolf had become really 
troublesome, and rangers had so far been 
unable to track him. He’d attacked a number of 
people in outlying areas, and one of them had 
died. They’d found her body further up on the 
peninsular, with many wolf tracks around it. 
She’d been rather foolish to be up in that area 
alone and had paid the price. More recently, 
the attacks had been getting closer to town. 
Stella and Bob’s little wooden shack, with its 
various out-houses and sheds was further 
away from Town than Stella would have liked, 
but Bob had jumped in rather too quickly 
and they’d been ‘saddled’ with it. It had a 
good workshop though, and while Bob was 
looking for a job, he found plenty to do in the 
workshop, although he was a little untidy. He’d 
tend to leave tools around ‘somewhere’ and 
then complain he couldn’t find them. ‘Just like 
a man,’ thought Stella, but knew she wouldn’t 
have him any other way.
It had been a really cold day, and Stella, as 
usual, drove over to the High school to pick 
up Brian. He said goodbye to his usual crowd 
of friends and got into the car. “How was 
school?”, asked Stella, absently. “OK”, said 
the boy. “They were talking about the wolf a 
lot. They had a ranger in to tell us what to do 
if it attacks.” Stella was only half listening as 
he gave an account of various wolf-placating 
techniques: ‘Don’t look them in the eye’; ‘don’t 
run away’; ‘be submissive but not scared’ and 
so on. “But you have to make a lot of noise”, 
Brian added. Stella thought that it might 
work for ordinary wolves, but when they had 
rabies, nothing would help. She shuddered 
involuntarily. 
They got home without incident, and darkness 
had already fallen. The long nights this time 
of the year were something Stella had never 
quite got used to. 
Brian was concentrating on his homework, 
and Stella was deep into her ‘murder mystery’ 
and hadn’t noticed how low the fire had burnt. 
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She walked out to the little storage room off 
the kitchen where the wood was kept. ‘Damn’ 
she muttered. The wood supply was almost 
gone. She’d have to get more from the shed. 
She shrugged into her parka and called out 
to Brian: “Just going out to get some wood.” 
She grabbed the torch and, slamming the 
door, trudged over to the woodshed. 
A pair of red-glowing eyes regarded her 
hungrily. The wolf slunk forward furtively...
Absorbed in collecting wood, Stella hadn’t 
seen the wolf until it was almost too late. 
It appeared at the shed door and gathered 
itself to pounce. With amazing presence of 
mind, Stella screamed. She hurled a large 
log at the wolf and ran around the woodpile. 
She screamed again and again, but the wolf, 
undeterred, raced around to claim his prize. 
Foam oozed from his half open jaws. Stella 
made it to the shed door and ran. “You can’t 
outrun a wolf” she remembered Brian saying, 
but in cases like this, self-preservation takes 
over. Suddenly Brian was there, yelling at the 
wolf. The wolf, temporarily distracted, allowed 
Stella precious time. Brian raced to be by her 
side, and they made for the workshop, almost 
falling through the door which Brian was able 
to slam shut in the nick of time. 
The wolf hurled itself at the door. The whole 
shed shuddered, but the door held.
There was silence, and Stella and Brian 
cowered in the far corner of the little workshop. 
They heard the rabid wolf snuffling round the 
door for a short while, then there was silence. 
Just when they thought it would be safe to 
come out, there was an almighty CRASH and 
the huge wolf, like some inhuman missile, 
came hurtling through the window. 
Everything seemed to happen in slow motion. 
There was the wolf, with obvious evil intent, 
the shattered window making red streaks 
down its grey coat, and the little workshop 
shuddering under the impact. And Kanugi 
falling. The little hook had finally decided it 
had had enough. The coconut head dropped 
down towards the bench, on which rested a ¼” 
chisel, balanced with its handle overhanging 
the edge. 
Kanugi hit the handle of the chisel, the chisel 

lifted, sailed through the air like a weird 
missile, and buried itself deep in the skull of 
the wolf. The wolf died instantly and crashed 
against the bottom of the workbench. 
Kanugi gazed impassively up at the 
astonished pair of humans that had given 
him a home for so many years. To Stella, 
it seemed that the shell eyes had a look of 
triumph in them.

 
 

THE STABLE FLY ACTION GROUP INC 
(SFAG) 

 
 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 

TUESDAY 23 SEPTEMBER 
At GRANVILLE CIVIC CENTRE, GINGIN 

At 2 pm 
 

 Guest Speakers  
Dr Marion Seymour, Deputy Chief Veterinary Officer, DPIRD 

Mr Luke Wheat, Director Arvela Pty Ltd 
Mr Mick Emmanuel, Shire of Gingin Stable Fly Officer 

 
Annual Membership is due at the AGM 

 
MEMBERS! PLEASE BRING A PLATE OF AFTERNOON TEA  

TO SHARE 
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Announcements

Tasma Rush-Harvey

Happy Birthday Tracy Collard 

Farewell and Best Wishes to Jean Eager 

Happy Birthday, Tracy! 
Hope you have a great day! Wishing you 
good health, good company, and a year full 
of the things you enjoy most. 
Thanks for all the help you give here at the 
CRC! 

Jean is making a new life in Broome with her 
son, daughter in law and grandchildren. She 
will be well remembered as the lady with the 
very tiny baby “joey’s” (kangaroos) slung in a 
pouch around her shoulders, or pushing along 
a baby stroller with the slightly larger juveniles 
wherever she went.
Jean lived in Gingin for approximately 9 
years, having originally come from the United 
Kingdom.
Jean was a valued member of the Chittering 
Wildlife Carers and could always be found 
sharing her knowledge of “joey care” at any 
number of their demonstration displays - be it 
the Bindoon Show, the British Car Day or as 
a special guest for community group events.
Jean was also an active member of the 
Treasure Trove and the Lions Club and of 
course her “little charges” would be at her 
side, as they needed 24 hour attention just 
like any new born baby - and Jean was there 

to provide it.
We  wish her all the very best for the future 
and thank her for her contribution to our 
community.

Tasma has recently been offered a position 
in the City of Wanneroo Council having 
been a CRC Trainee in 2024, then leaving to 
work under the guidance of Lee Anne Burt, 
Coordinator Governance , in the Shire of 
Gingin Council. This is a very complex area of 
work - and Tasma has shown her capabilities 
with an appointment to a similar role, but at a 
promotional level. 
An aspiring CEO in the making. 24



Water License for sale, Neergabby &
Woodridge 0400 162 476

Noticeboard

Other Celebrations

Many thanks to our community members that share their notices with us. 
If you have an annoucement to make, please let us know at gcn@gingin.net

Happy Birthday to... 
Anna Dallas, Hanna Borwick, Maddie 
Catalano, Graeme Maloney, Till Duffy, 
Cassandra Heal,  Wayne Smith, Debbie Pike, 
Ashlee Howard, Pat Elliot, Judd Kay, Steph 
Sturgess and Mark Kneeshaw 

Free Compost 

(Earthworm paradise) 

Phone: 0401 481 311 

Help yourself 
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www.color-a-mandala.com | Free printable coloring pages
Coloring Page #

© 2024 Color a Mandala

M213
Mindful Minis
Coloring Page # M213
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08 9575 1013  contact@carnabysettlements.com.au 
carnabysettlements.com.au

M E T R O  &  R U R A L  P R O P E R T Y  S E T T L E M E N T S

Business Directory
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: Computer Help & Support :
: Repairs : Upgrades : Servicing : Security :

: Networking : Virus and Malware Removal :
: Home and Business Support :

Your local computer guy :-) est 1998
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Gingin Trading        
10 Brockman St, GINGIN  

Hardware  —   Garden Supplies -  Homewares 
Irrigation & Retriculation 
Stormwater & Drainage 

Water pumps -  Building Supplies 
Kleenheat Gas & Refills 

 

Timber -  Electrical -  Automotive 
Paint — Tinting Available  

Key cutting — Pet supplies 
Animal vet products -   Stockfeed 

EGO Battery Tools 
Pool Water Testing & Chemicals 

Woodshield posts 

Tel:  08 9575 2014   
Email: gingintrading@westnet.com.au 

CCaallll  iinn  aanndd  sseeee  LLeenn,,    MMooyyrraa  &&  ssttaaffff  
FFoorr  ffrriieennddllyy  hheellppffuull  aaddvviiccee  

expires Dec/19
$200

Joondalup  |  9300 0888
simplicityfunerals.com.au

Simple, easy and 
respectful funerals
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Domestic - Commercial - Installation - Maintenance

info@mucheaplumbing.com
EMERGENCY HOTWATER
& PLUMBING SERVICES

BORE &
PRESSURE 

PUMP
SPECIALISTS 9696 0466
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Aged Care Changes – From 1 November 2025
Making accessing services easier, fees clearer, and your rights stronger for better care.
Support at Home

8 levels of care, pay only for services used
Assessed on both income and assets (not income only)
“No worse off” principle ensures current residents won’t be disadvantaged

Residential Aged Care
Everyone continues to pays a basic daily fee
A means-tested Hotelling Supplement; government covers the rest
Clinical care fully funded by government
New Non-Clinical Care Contribution (NCCC) covers lifestyle support and is means-tested
Lifetime cap of $130,000 or 4 years on NCCC payments, including Support at Home fees
Daily NCCC cap of around $101

Hardship assistance will still be available for participants in both residential care and Support
at Home to ensure everyone can access care.

ROBERT WEARNE
Financial Adviser

0409284482 

robert@wealthdesignfp.com.au

TIME TO CHECK IN
Wealthdesign FP

Centrelink Changes in 2025 – Easier to Qualify
Higher income & asset limits – More people can now access part or full payments like
the Age Pension.
Carers can work more – Up to 100 hours over 4 weeks without losing benefits.
Longer medical exemptions – Job seekers and others can keep payments for up to 24
months while unwell.

These updates mean more Australians may now qualify for support or receive higher
payments. Talk to us about your eligibility

Peace of Mind for your Financial Future

The Work Bonus Test 
Pensioners can offset $300 per
fortnight in income without
affecting payments, with a yearly
cap of $11,800. 

      Aged Care Tips
Family home is Centrelink
exempt if partner still lives
there.
2-year rule: Family home
exempt after moving into care
for 2 years.
Think ahead to use annuities
to reduce assessable income.
Reassess care needs if your
level changes to get more
support.

Wealthdesign FP

NDIS Support
Support and services for those
with a permanent disabilities and
are under 65, to live more
independently and participate
more within the community. 
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We deliver the products and technology you’d expect from a big

bank, plus the personal service you wouldn’t.

Feel good about who you bank with. Try Bendigo.

Find out more. Search Bendigo Bank near me.

Gingin 9575 1560 • Lancelin 9655 2973

Your town. Your

bank.

Everything you need

Community Bank

Gingin and Lancelin

Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited ABN 11 068 049 178, AFSL/Australian Credit Licence 237879  A1455027 OUT_39842291, 27/08/2024
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