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NOTES TO THE READER ON INTERPRETATION OF THIS TRANSCRIPT

Readers of this oral history transcript need to be aware that it is not strictly a verbatim transcript
of the words as spoken during the interview that was conducted in the form of a natural
conversation between the interviewer and the person being interviewed. Some minor changes
have been made to facilitate the flow of the document.

Much of what is said in such interviews relies upon the accuracy of the memory of the person
being interviewed and readers should bear this in mind and judge for themselves how factually
accurate the material is. The interviewer has sought to clarify or verify facts and statements made
during the interview where this seemed appropriate.

The views and opinions expressed within the transcript are those of the person expressing them
in the interview.

Please refer to the notes below to aid interpretation of the transcript.
Note 1
The recording runs for a total of 65 minutes.
Note 2

Where the interviewer has used words such as ‘Yes’, ‘Right’ or ‘OK” as an encouragement, but
not as anything else then these words have not been transcribed unless they are relevant for
the context. Commonly used habitual phrases have also been deleted from the transcript.

Note 3

The interviewer has inserted occasional words (which are not in the original recording) into the
transcript in order to clarify the context of what was being said.

Note 4

Where a sentence has a series of dots in the text such as ......... this indicates that the
speaker paused, the recording was not clear enough to transcribe accurately what was said or
the following speaker interrupted what was being said.

Note 5

The interviewer is referred to as ‘Doug’ in the transcript and to the subject speaker is referred
to as ‘Tim’ as appropriate.
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My name is Doug Ayre the date is the 27t of September 2018, and I'm interviewing
Mr Tim Coleman at his home in Ledge Point. | keep wanting to say Lancelin, but I'm
wrong - Ledge Point and I'm conducting the interview on behalf of the Gingin
Resource Centre for the Shire of Gingin Oral History Project. Right Tim, may | call
you Tim?

You may, yes,
Alright well let’s start at the beginning. When and where were you born?

| was born at Chatham Naval Barracks in 1942, England, and | remained there until |
went to primary school there for just a very short time - my parents ended up going to
Africa. We went to Africa by ship in those days. We stayed there possibly maybe one
year and then went back to England and then a short time later, emigrated as ‘€10
Poms'.

| can relate to that. Being born in Chatham Naval Base, does that imply that your
father or your mother were in the navy?

No, my grandfather was. He was in both World Wars - he was a Chief Petty Officer in
the Royal Navy. My father was in the Air Force, but my mother stayed with her
mother in Chatham, because being wartime, my father was transferred around being
in the Air Force.

So, he was a Chief Petty Officer? That’s the man who matters.

Yes. One of the reasons we went to Africa was because at the end of the war,
Grandad and Grandma went to Africa to live, so that was our association with Africa.

How long did you live in Africa?

Probably just under a year I think.

And then you went back to UK?

Back to the UK, yes.

And then you applied as migrants to come to Australia?

That’s correct, yes.

You wouldn’t have been very old of course at that time?

| would have been possibly about nine. | could be a year out but about nine, yes.

Well, you'’d have been aware of what was going on? What were your feelings about
leaving the UK?

| thought it was an adventure like a lot of young people would have thought you know.
| thought I'd come to Australia and ride horses and chase kangaroos down the main
street - the usual migrant thought.



Doug
Tim
Doug
Tim
Doug

Tim

Doug

Tim

Doug
Tim
Doug

Tim

Doug
Tim
Doug

Tim

Doug
Tim

Doug

Tim

Yes, and did you?

| rode horses, but | never chased kangaroos down the main street.

So you came to Australia at the age of about nine. Did you come to Fremantle?
Fremantle, yes, or the Fremantle district.

Where did you live?

We lived in various places in Fremantle. First of all, it was East Fremantle and then
we went to Beaconsfield and then from there, my folks got a state house in Hamilton
Hill and that’s where | remained until | pulled up traps and ended up here.

Where did you go to school then?

| went to ‘Fremantle Boys’ for the first year and then that had a name change and
was called ‘John Curtin’. | only just started second year and then | found out | could
get a job in a cray boat and away | went.

You wouldn’t have been that old then?
| was 15.
So, what attracted you to the cray boats?

Well | always liked fishing. As a kid | spent more time at the fish markets than | did at
school unfortunately and | just liked fishing. And | knew a lot of the fishermen and
sons of fishermen being a port town and in Fremantle, there wasn'’t a lot of options for
young people, you either went to sea or went fishing or worked in the Wool Stores. |
chose fishing.

Yes, you worked in the Wool Stores or you could spend your time handling the skins
and the blowflies in the sheds?

That’s right, tanneries and some of those jobs | did do in the off-season when we
weren't fishing - work in the Wool Stores or something like that.

What did the Wool Store do? | mean obviously it stored wool, but why?

Well, after the sales the wool was stored. Goldsborough Mort’s was the company that
| was with - or the organisation | was with — and, being a kid, my job was to do
anything, a gopher and | used to drive the winch to help load the trucks with the wool.

Goldsborough Mort were really merchants then, were they?
They were, yes?

So, at the age of 15, you decided to be a fisherman. Now at that point did you come
up here?

| did. I got a job in Ledge Point, just by word of mouth and | went down the Fremantle
Co-Op jumped on the Fremantle Co-Op truck they bought me up to here. | worked on
a boat called ‘The Seahorse’. George Maraldi was the skipper. There were two
Italians, one Yugoslav and me. Very little English was spoken, so | sort of picked up
Italian, not fluently but enough to understand. We lived on board the boat in those
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days and just bought the crays ashore when we came in.

That would have been a pretty hard life?

It was, but that was life | suppose.

Yes, | suppose it was.

One day we'll say this life’s hard | suppose.

Yes, | suppose so, but | mean it would have been pretty demanding?
It was.

Alright, so you obviously developed an interest as a boy and your expertise came
from what - working on the cray boats did it?

It did. Through working on the boats and travelling up and down the coast. Although
I've always called Ledge Point home, sometimes I'd be on a boat that would work
further north or, during the off-season, | might go up to Carnarvon on the trawlers, but
always this was basically home and where | fished from for lobsters.

Right, so it was itinerant work then, as a contractor worker was it?
Yes, it worked on a share basis.
How does that work?

Well in those days, when | was a kid, | used to get a half share. What would happen
was that boats in those days generally took a third for the boat and the rest was split
up amongst the crew.

Right and, say, there were five crewmen?

Well usually there was three crew which was a reasonably big crew - four at the most.
Right so three crewmen would have got three shares?

Yes and | got a half share.

And you got a half share, so there was three and a half shares?

Yes. That was only on the first year, the second year | was lucky - | must have
impressed them and they gave me a full share the following year when | was 16.

So, you got an adult share when you were 16? So, if you had three hands on a boat
did you have the skipper as well?

That’s a skipper plus two hands.

Two hands?

Or three sometimes, depending on the size of the vessel.
Okay, so one third to the boat and two thirds to the hands?

Which has gradually changed over the years since.
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How has it changed?

Well it’'s been a steady progression that the boat got a bigger share, possibly because
of the greater expenses and what have you and boats are a lot more modern with
faster motors. Because the second boat | worked on, although we had an engine, we
used to have sails - just about every boat in the bay had a sail as well, mainly to
steady them rather than propel them. Just a little Marconi sail.

A lot of the boats at that time were ex-luggers and stuff like that.

You talked about going on the deep-sea boats, so locally here you’d be fishing for
crayfish, would you?

Crayfish, yes.

But when you went deep-sea what did you fish for?

We still fished for crays. | only ever fished for crays

So, they’d go further out on to the reefs then, would they?

Well, we could go as far as we liked. When | first started, we never used to go as far
as we do now, because we didn’t have the nylon rope, the good gear and flasher
winches and what have you. But we’d fish out in the 20-odd fathom area, out to what
we call Direction Bank, but rarely anyone went over it in those days. But then a year
or two after | started fishing, they did venture further and further.

How far do they go now?
Oh well, I've been as far as 115 fathoms. Double that for metres of course.

Of course. That's deep water, it is to me anyway. Now, you lived in the local
community and as a young bloke of, say 16, where did you live?

Well, after we stopped living on the boat, we just lived in an old caravan and a shed in
town here, just back from the beach. And we thought that was luxury after living on
board the boat.

We used to carry the crays on our back from the beach up to the shed where the
truck would pick them up. And then the second year, the Co-Op bought an old Chev
Blitz truck - army truck which was a Godsend, because we didn’t have to cart them
anymore.

The old Chevrolet Blitz?

Yes.

What were they, a six by six or something weren’t they?

| can’t really remember to be quite honest. | just remember it saved my back.
They were tough old cookies | know. Alright, so that made life easy for you then?
It did.

So, you lived in the shed with the other blokes | suppose?
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With the other guys, yes.

Right, how many.

The skipper was the cook and by that time there were only two of us left on the boat,
plus the skipper.

Must have been pretty basic? What did you do in your spare time?

Usually in the off-season, | would just get a job anywhere, whatever. Jack of all trades
| suppose. We only used to have two months off, so didn’t need a lot of work. | mean
a lot of people now would think that for two months, that’s hardly worth getting a job
but, in those days, you did. You just went out and got a job. There was plenty of work
around

What did you do for a social life?

A social life just like a lot of young blokes - drank a bit of beer and chased women, |
suppose, for want of a better word.

Okay so you did the kind of things that young blokes do?
Yes.

Fair enough too. Sounds like a fairly simple life?

It was.

Were you involved in any community organisations?

Not at that stage, no. Not at the early stages. We weren'’t in one place long enough to
sort of really get into anything like that. When you’re young you just didn’t. | didn’t
play a lot of sport then because you couldn’t commit to anything.

Yes, so, it’s the fact that you're on the move isn’t it?

On the move, that’s right, yes.

At what stage did you settle down then?

Well | got married at a fairly young age - | was only 20, my wife was 18 and | bought a
house in Brentwood.

That’s in Perth?

In Perth yes and my wife was there for a while. And then one day, after a couple of
years, she said ‘look, this is not much fun. You’re away all the time, I'm home by

myself with the children’ and by this time the family had grown to four children, a son
and three daughters and | was working on a boat.

And the skipper finished up with his partner - it was owned by three people, the
skipper, the partner and Mr Pappazoni - he was the accountant for the Fremantle Co-
Op - he said ‘if you come and work for me, | will let you have a share of the boat and
you can just pay it off’. Which was a pretty good deal so that’s what | did.

| come up here and worked with him for that year and then on the second year | sold
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the house and bought my family up and paid my share of the boat off.

Right, so forgive me for asking, but how did that work financially? As a partner in a
boat you’d have responsibility for funding the equity of the boat and as a member of
the crew you’d have a share?

Yes. Once | was a partner, we just worked the boat - the two of us and we just split it
down the middle after expenses, obviously.

Yes, of course. Was that quite well, worthwhile?
It was very well worthwhile yes.
So, it's hard work but it paid well?

It did. Yes. Now nothing like what you earn now on a boat, but you know it was quite
good. To give you an idea, probably make something relative on a full share in those
days, on a good boat, you could earn enough money gross, before tax, which was the
equivalent of going and buying a house in a middle-class area - an old three and one
house.

Well now you wouldn’t earn that much to do it in one year. You wouldn’t gross that
much.

No, and the houses are probably more expensive anyway?

What year was this then?

We're talking about the ‘60’s now. Within the early ‘60’s.

Well that was a pretty solid financial deal then wasn'’t it?

Mmm, it was. | know | earnt more than my father did and he was a fitter and turner.

| can relate to that. Most of our sons do that.

Alright so, financially it was quite secure and you were married, you had a young
family. When did you get married?

Got married in - now we have to do a bit of maths now.
Come on then.

| was 20 so it would have been '62 — 1962.

Do you remember when the children were born?

'63, '67,’69 - my wife will kill me because I've probably got a couple wrong - and 70
| think it was.

Right. I'm sure she’ll know.
She’ll know, yes.
And I'm sure she’ll put you right?

She will.
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Okay. So, obviously you both felt that it was a good idea to move up here?
Did you keep your house in Perth?
No, | sold that to finance my share in the boat.

Yes, understood. And you came here and what did you do? Did you rent a house
here?

We lived in a tin shed on the beachfront - just up here - with sand on the floor. That
was our start and we lived there possibly for a year and a half, then | got enough
money to get a block of land. They started releasing some blocks, what they called
fishermen’s lease blocks and | bought one of those - or | leased one of those you
couldn’t surrender the lease until you had built a house. You had to build within two
years and then surrender the lease. So, | rented a place up here to give my wife a bit
more comfort.

When you say ‘build and then surrender the lease’ what does that mean exactly?

Well they didn’t want to sell you the land as an investment. They were called
Fishermen’s Lease because they wouldn’t want to sell you the land in case you just
wanted to flog it.

Okay, in case you were a speculator?

In case you were speculating, yes.

So, if you took the fishermen’s lease you built a house?
You had two years, during which you had to build.

And then they sold you the property?

Yes, you surrendered the lease and paid it out.

Okay, so it then became your piece of real estate?
Yes.

Understood alright. So, there you are then, you’re in a fishermen’s lease, you’ve built
a house, paid it off, you’ve got a wife and at that stage four children.

We had four children.
Did you have more?
You say that with real feeling. Then you got involved in the local community?

Well the first involvement, because being fishermen we didn’t sort of - it sounds
terrible - we didn’t really mix with the non-fishing community.

| understand that.
We had a very good chap in this town called George Brenzi and he knew how to put

things together being, | think he was either an ex-Lion or Rotarian - I'm pretty sure he
was a Lion and he set about building a Country Club.
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| stand corrected. Before that, we built some tennis courts and netball courts because
a lot of our wives were playing a bit of netball and stuff like that. And he showed us
how we could get into it and we formed an Association - The Ledge Point Community
Association - and | was the Vice President of that the first year. And then that was the
start of it all and then we started the Country Club. | have been a President of the
Country Club for a period and I'm still involved with the Country Club. 'm a Life
Member up there. And the town just ‘grew like topsy’.

We always had a good working relationship with the Shire. The Shire was always
very helpful with us because | think we were ‘hands on’. We just didn’t go there
asking for a hatful of money, we just said ‘we would like to do this, how can we do it'?

Yes, and you buckled down and chipped in?
Yeah that’s right. Very good.

Alright, so you worked within a fairly tight fishing community, which we can
understand that because obviously of the nature of it. But the local community was
growing. When you first came here, can you remember what the population was?

| can’t remember what the population was - I'd really be guessing, but we had 20 odd
boats — 26 or 27 boats - and over a period of a few years, it went up to 30 odd boats.
Then they bought in pot limits.

When the pot limits come in, some of the smaller boats got gobbled up by the bigger
boats and the number of the actual vessels went down, obviously.

How did the pot limit system work?

There was no limit when | started. You could just work as many pots as you wanted
and then because of the decrease in product, the fisheries said ‘look, we’re going to
have to put a cap on it somehow, so we’ll make it three pots per foot’ so hence if you

had a 30 foot long boat, you'd have a 90-pot licence. That's the equation they used.
That worked quite well.

Sounds a bit arbitrary but it was probably practical.
It was.

So, let’'s say you had 90 pots per boat then, the pot limit meant that you couldn’t go
above that?

No.
Alright, now, if you had a boat that had pots that it wasn’t using it could sell them
could it?

You couldn’t - initially you couldn’t - but in the end, | can’t give you the dates for that
but, in the end, they said you could sell part of your quota of pots. They got more
flexible as time went on.

So, they managed the fishery by having so many pots and you had so many boats
that could share them out? And they could trade them if they wished to?

And that’s how boats went from 25 footers up to 60 footers. They just kept increasing
their licence.
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Right but, nevertheless, | daresay that they would have to then lease their pots so
other people could get them would they? | mean if you double the size of your boat?

You would purchase more pots to put on that vessel.
Oh, | see.

Often two small boats would combine. One would buy the other one out and just build
a bigger boat. That’s just a rule of thumb without going right into it.

That’s interesting.

Now your wife, of course, was home with four children. You mentioned that she liked
playing netball, but what else did she do apart from keep house - and I'm not
minimising that by the way.

No, | wouldn’t dare. | wouldn’t agree with you either. Yes, she played netball and
she’s now on the committee of the Association. She’s been involved with the club.
When the club first opened, we did a lot of voluntary work ourselves, behind the bar
and what have you and, as | said earlier on, there was a group of fishermen and a
group of wood ducks as we affectionately called them - non-fishermen - but the club
did sort of meld us together. It was a great thing the Club and the Association
because then the town melded together. | can’t think of a better word than that.

They became a real community?
A real community yes, and it went from strength to strength.
Yes, but needless to say, the major industry is and has been, fishing then is it?

It was then, it's not so much now because another system they’ve got in our quota
system with the amount of the catch available to the vessels, which can get shared
out so much per unit. We've now got six boats working out of here from originally as
high as thirty odd, because people just increase their quota.

It's a bit like the old corner store, which you hardly see anymore, it's now a
supermarket. And that’s what’s happened.

Yes, so it’s rationalised in other words, to use the trendy phrase. You've ended up
with bigger boats, but each one’s having a larger proportion of the available catch. Is
that a good thing do you think?

If you'd have asked me a few years ago, when they were thinking of bringing it in,
being a competitive fisherman like most fishermen are, | didn’t like the idea. | could
sort of half see this side of it, but it was the best thing could have happened to us.

Yes?

The fishery has jumped back no end as far as availability of fish, easier to market. It's
got its downside as far as the town goes, because you don’t have as many boats and
as many crew members which support the local shop, the local school. It has had an
effect there and that’ll be all up and down the coast. But, yes, the fishing side of it was
good.

You say the fishing side of it is good, so does that suggest that the catch and the
quality of what you catch has improved?
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Yes and the way we market. It's gone from the days of screwing the tails off and
sending them to America — 85% went to America or even higher - and relying on one
market, whereas now we export mainly to China. We’re still nearly really one market
but they’re nearly all live - go live, whole and you can command a better price.

Right. How do you transport crayfish live?

Well they’re kept in tanks until there’s flights available. Then they’re chilled down to
bring them into a comatose state, packed in styrene boxes in woodchip, put on a
plane and 12 hours later they’re up the end and back out of the tank into another tank
at the other end.

This is a tank of seawater?

Yes

So, they’re kept in a tank and the water temperature is chilled right down?
Just to slow them down.

Slow them down, and then they’re packed into styrene boxes in woodchips I think you
said?

Mmm and a chilly pack in with them to keep them at constant temperature.

Okay, and they’re flown? Well, of course, the name of the game is flying isn’t it?
Flying’s the go.

Yes, and | suppose - and correct me if I'm wrong - that the value of the product is
such that flying them is economically viable?

It is yes.
Yes, things have changed, haven'’t they?

They’ve definitely changed, from my wife running around you know chasing the kids
away from snakes on the sand dunes. Because when we come up there was no
bitumen road. The bitumen road finished at Yanchep.

Is that right?
It was just a track.
What was it? A limestone track?

Well yes, in various stages, some of it was sand, some of it was a bit of limestone,
and what they call river marl, which was like a black clay | suppose you'd call it, which
was like ice skating when it was wet. And there were two routes up here really. You
could come up that way through Yanchep, or even there was another off-shoot which
is called the Military Road now, but that was very rough, or you'd come through
Gingin.

Which is an inland road?

Inland road, yes. A fair amount of traffic used to use the inland road at the early
stages when we first started fishing, as long as the Moore River hadn’t flooded and
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you couldn’t get across the ford at the end of Bennies Road.
From Yanchep up to here would be, what, 50 kilometres?
Possibly a bit over that | think.

That’s a fair old hike on a rough road?

Oh, if you didn’t get bogged you could do it in three or four hours.
Three or four hours. What were you driving?

Well in those days whatever you could. The availability of four-wheel drives wasn’t
big. You know not many people had Land Rovers and stuff like that. I'm going back to
the early days when we just had old Chevys and stuff like that.

No, but you managed, didn’t you?
You managed. What you had is what you used.
Who built the roads then?

Well | suppose the Shire would have been big on this end and the other end |
suppose would be Main Roads Department.

So, was it the Shire, or was it the Road Board, or what?
Oh, look | couldn’t really answer that question.

Well the Shire - and the Road Board became the Shire?
Yes, | suppose.

And was it the Shire of Gingin?

Yes.

Okay, so you came from north of Yanchep into the Shire of Gingin and that was it?

Yes, that’s if you come that way, because you could come through Gingin - through
Muchea up to Gingin

You could, yes, in which case you're still in Gingin Shire area aren’t you?
Mmm.
Yes, but | mean you’d have been pretty isolated out here, wouldn’t you?

We were. But it's funny, the ‘good old days’ were good at times and bad at times.
We’d often sit around - because we didn’t have any power or any water, we just had
rainwater tanks and hurricane lamps - and we’d often be sitting round a few of us
playing cards and Monopoly or whatever and you’d say ‘oh look we’ll go and catch a
few cobblers’ because it was a beautiful night. So, we’d wake the kids up because
you couldn’t leave them in the house on their own in case there was a fire and just go
down the beach and spear a few cobblers and come back and cook them and they
were good times. Looking back, they were great times. Great times.
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Very simple.
So, you had a fairly simple life kerosene lamps and kerosene fridge, rainwater tanks
and a rough road. What about telephone?

Telephone there wasn’t one. There was a radio. Then we started to get radios on the
boats. Had a Royal Commission after we’d lost a few people over the side, not just
here, but other places and, because in the early days when | first started, you didn’t
have to have life jackets or any of that sort of stuff on board. But then they bought in
surveys and you had to have radios and all the lifesaving gear and what have you,
which was a great thing. But as far as phone, I’'m not sure when the phone got here,
but we used to be able to go to Lancelin and get a telegram out because that’s where
| used to find out when ........

So, was there a post office in Lancelin then?

There was a Post Office, yes. | think Peg Bateman used to run it up in Lancelin.
Is that right? Well | suppose Lancelin’s fairly close?

What are you about 10 kilometres as the crow flies, | suppose?

Yes, it was a little bit shorter then, because we had a road that used to cut along just
on the outskirts of Ledge Point, which was the main road to Lancelin in those days.

So, you had no telephone as such, but you could use the radios on the boats?

Not as such. You could get a message to the Fremantle Co-Op and get it sent on. But
we tended not to, usually just send a message - because the truck came up every
day so, if my wife wanted to contact me, she’d drop a message at the truck. This is
when she lived in Fremantle. She would drop a letter at the truck and the truck would
bring it up to us.

| see, so this truck used to do what?

Used to bring some stores, bait, bread and any parts that were needed for the boats,
plus cart crays back to Fremantle.

General goods?

Yes, I'm back in the ‘60’s again now. And they would bring that up and we’d send
messages back.

What about post, mail?

| forget when we first got postage in Ledge Point. Old Bert Sharpe opened a shop
here. | should have written all this down but | didn’t. | forget what time that was, it
would have been in the mid to late ‘70’s.

Did he handle the post then?
Pretty sure he did. It’s a thing | didn’t do then because my family was up here.
Well, you didn’t need to really?

Didn’t need to. That was my wife’s department.
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Yes, she wrote out the Christmas cards and sent them, did she?
That’s the one.

So, by this time, you'd have been getting on a little bit then in years? How old were
you when this happened?

| remember | was 35 and | thought ‘geez, I'm getting old’.
Tell me about it!

Thirty-five, | thought ‘God I’'m getting old’ you know. And at the time — well, during lub
season - | used to ride in the rodeos to get a bit of extra money. And that’s when | hit
35 and must have been a bit sore that day - and | hadn’t won too much money - and |
thought ‘I'm going to have to give this away, | feel old’. And the next time |
remembered | hit 50 and the next time | hit 76 and | thought where’d those gaps
come from? But I've heard that’'s a common thing. | hope it is.

Well it is | can assure you it is in my experience.

So, you found yourself with life passing by. | was going to say passing you by but it
wasn’t, because you were living it doing quite well, you and your wife and family up
here.

Now, what did you do for schooling for the children?

The children, at the early stages, there was none going to school but as they reached
school age, we used to take them to Lancelin. At the start there was some of the
mothers would take it in turns doing the run, until we got a school bus which
happened later.

Right, so at Lancelin they had a school?

Yes.

What type of school was that?

| think it was a two-teacher type school, might have been three. I'm not really sure.
So, a Primary School?

Mixed classes, Primary School only, yes.

So, when they got older and got past Primary School what did they do then?

Well my mother-in-law was in town and I'd bought a property in Millendon, just out of
Midland.

Millendon? Yes, | know it.

Mmm, and as they went to High School, they went and stayed with her at that
property. She’s still with us now she’s 101 living in our house down the road. There
must be something about the sea air.

She lives in Ledge Point?

Lives in Ledge Point, yes.
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It's the sea breeze that does it.

The sea breeze that does it and plenty of good seafood.

Yes. So, they used to go down and stay with your mother-in-law in Millendon?
Yes.

Okay, and where did they go to school?

They went to school mainly in Midland. I'm trying to think of the name of the school
they went to now — ‘Peter Moyes’, no sorry that was another school that was my
grandkids. The High School in Midland.!

Okay it doesn’t matter. It is just the Midland area anyway.

So, they didn’t have to board at school? They stayed with your mother-in-law?
They stayed with my mother-in-law.

Well, that was good wasn't it?

And as she got a little bit older, which doesn’t seem much now - she was a sprightly
chicken - my wife went down there for a while and stayed with them for about two
years and in the end, we both agreed that it was not much fun me being up here and
her down there, so we sold the property there because the kids all went their own
way as they got older.

As they do, don’t they?

Yes and we come up here and built a house up here. And then we bought another
boat which my son skippered - my son Garry skippered.

You say you had ‘another boat’ - does that imply you already had one?
Yes.

So, you had two boats?

Had two boats. | bought one in partnership with my son in the ‘80’s.

So, you had one boat in partnership with your son and the original boat was that still
in partnership?

No, | bought the partner out. He went back to Italy.

Right, so you had one boat that you owned and one boat that you had in partnership
with your son?

Well the cray fishing industry has served you well hasn't it?
It did. It did.

Yes, and I’'m sure you’ve worked hard too.

Alright, so you built another house. Which house was that?

' The school in question was The Governor Stirling High School.
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It was a house just down the road here.

Right, so in Ledge Point once again?

Yes.

You didn’t feel the urge to move into the ‘big city’ at Lancelin then?

Not really. No. You know, my boat was here, the house was here. | didn’t want to go
to Perth. | love Perth, but it looks better in the rear vision mirror than it does out the
windscreen.

Yes, you reckon? | think my son thinks that and he lives and works in Kalgoorlie.
Yes.

| can see boats tied up out here - there are four. They’re some of the fishing boats,
are they?

Yes.

They’re riding to the buoys out there by the look of it.

Yes, they’re all on moorings here.

And out there behind you and | can see it clearly is the reef

The reef, yes.

It’'s nothing like as rough as it was when | came to see you a couple of days ago.

No, no it isn’t and if you look way down south there, on that right on the horizon that’s
the Gilt Dragon Reef. That's where the old Dutch ship sank.

That’'s where she is, is she? That’'s Guilderton then is it?
Well no. Guilderton’s further south.

They were pretty vicious those reefs, weren’t they?

Yes, they were.

Why did they keep sailing into them, do you know?

Well they used to go down and get the ‘Roaring Forties’ on the 40" Parallel after they
left Africa and they were good for sailing.

So, they would leave, what, the Cape of Good Hope or somewhere and sail across?
Yes, and go south to pick up the ‘Roaring Forties’ and forgot to turn left.

They would plan to turn left before they hit Australia | suppose?

That’s what they’re supposed to have intended.

Sometimes it didn’t work?

That'’s right.
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There must have been hundreds wrecked out there though?
Don’t know about hundreds, but there’s quite a few up and down the coast.
Now, why did Ledge Point get its name?

You know what, | don’t know. That’s a terrible question to ask me. | should know it
and | don’t. There is a bit of a ledge here - look well not so much a ledge, a point, but
| don’t know why the Ledge Point got its name. I'm sure the Shire would know or it
would be in the Ledge Point book.

I'll put that on notice then. I'll ask you again sometime and we’ll put it in as a footnote
in the transcript.

It might be in that book that you have.

Well it might be, but it's a peculiar name isn’t it? You do think that there might be a
headland or point that looks like a ledge?

And there isn’t really.
No, I'd never - | haven’t - seen one, no.

Not a real physical feature here, unless it was something to do with an early surveyor
might have been by the name of Ledge. That quite often is how it happens.

Yes, or whether there’s an underwater ledge even?

No, not that | know of. Because this town’s only been going since the ‘50’s.
Has it really?

When it was officially called a town.

Yes, but what happened to it before that?

Well before that, it was just a few fishermen used to come here and just that reef out
there called the ........ sorry, wrong reef. It'll come to me shortly. It was a Scottish
dredge coming out from Scotland on its maiden voyage and it hit the reef out there. It
was called the ‘JP Webb’ and sunk. One of the guys that was here did a lot of
salvage work on it and it sort of grew from then | think.

| can imagine a community like this starting with a few shacks on the beach?
Exactly, well | lived in most of them.

Did you?

| did, yes.

Alright, well we talked about cray fishing and fishing but what about the wildlife
generally?

Wildlife?

Yes, what was there?
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Just your usual sea-birds, seals, turtles. On the land you get kangaroos and emus.
Not a great deal of wildlife.

You mentioned seals. Was sealing an industry?

Not here, | don’t think it was ever an industry. Not in Ledge Point. | don’t think it ever
was in West Australia - maybe right down south.

| know it was down at Esperance and places like that.

No, | don’t they had enough of them here.

What about whaling?

No, no whaling here.

Dolphins?

We got dolphins here, yes.

You mentioned turtles?

You get the occasional turtle that’s all.

So, the normal marine wildlife but not in great numbers?

No, no not really. Plenty of dolphins.

| suppose you must get whales moving up and down the coast?

We see them travelling north and going south, obviously.

Yes. | suppose when the fishermen are going in and out, they would see them?
You see them quite a bit at sea outside the bank and stuff like that.

So, seals, being intelligent critters, how did you keep them out of your craypots?

Well there wasn’t that many of them here. They’re a bit further north towards Wedge
Island and Cervantes, where there’s a lot of islands with rookery sites for them but
now by law, if you’re fishing up in those areas, you have to have what they call a
SKEDS? which is a device that stops them getting their head in - mainly the pups
can’t get their head in - and get trapped in there.

So, it’s a barrier?

It's a barrier, yes.

Okay, but that’s only in certain areas where they are common?

Yes, only when you’re up in where there’s large populations of seals.
What about crabs?

No not a great deal of crabs. You don’t get a lot of crabs here. They seem to like it a
little bit more sheltered like Lancelin Bay - not commercially, of course - and out from

2 Sea Lion Exclusion Device.
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Guilderton you get a few, but not a great deal. You get crabs right out in deep water
of course.

You say ‘of course’ but you're talking to a completely alien person.

Oh, right. Well when you get right out deep water you get the big deep-sea crabs.

Do you?

But | don'’t think it ever really got going as a commercial thing. We brought some

experimental catches in for them in the early days, but never heard any more about it.

Why do you get crayfish then? Why do they grow and live out here?

Well it just seems to be they’re just indigenous here and it’s the right sort of climate,
the current is right. The life-cycle of a cray has a lot to do with the Leeuwin Current
and it’s pretty prevalent here, the lifecycle when they spawn and when they float and
when they sink. Now without going right into the nitty-gritty of it and that’s why it is in
a specific area. They’re, say, from Shark Bay to south of Bunbury virtually is the main
area.

So, it relies upon that Leeuwin Current going past?

It relies a lot on that, yes.

Okay, and water temperature | suppose?

The water temperature must be just right for them here.

Have you seen any change in that with the supposed advent of climate change?

| don’t really think so. We’ve had a bit of erosion on the beaches here, but in all the
time I've been here, | can only - I'm not a scientist or hydrologist or whatever you
want to call them - | can only see what | see.

Where we had problems 20 odd years ago, we put some old cray pots here to
stabilise it a bit and when we had the big blow here about five years ago, all it did was
dig back to where we’d originally buried them, so if it's a ‘give and take’ over a period
of years.

So, it stabilised?
It might be stable, but if global warming is a factor, and it's going to be every five
years, we may have a problem.

So, you are well-established in the community - we’'ve mentioned a number of places
and - by the way I'm looking out there at the bobtail goanna.

Bobtail, yes, because my wife feeds them. It’s like Jurassic Park living here.
He’s enjoying the sunshine. They like strawberries by the way.
They do well. Without the pins.

Without the pins, yes. They like strawberries | know that. They’ve cleaned mine out a
couple of times.
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The people that you would have worked with in the local community, are there any
come to mind that were significant?

Well I'd have to say George Brenzi. He wasn’t a fisherman but he, sort of, retired up
here. He was one of the driving forces of the Ledge Point Country Club and
everything like that. | really hate to mention too many people because there’s a lot.
Because in those days, everyone put their hand up and, if you omit people they get
offended and I'd hate that to happen.

Of course.

But no, Doug. He was one of the driving forces. | think he was sort of the glue that
pulled us all together.

He was the man who made it happen was he?

Yes and also, he had a lot of foresight, George. He said ‘anything you want just stand
up and fight for it’ which we didn’t have to fight because we just got up and did it.

That’s such a refreshing attitude, because so many people put their hand out and say
‘we want money from the government’. You’re basically saying we would get on with
it.

We would. Like with our golf course when we built that. And this is not against the
Shire, but when we mentioned about building the golf course, the Shire said ‘it can’t
be done’, or some people within the Shire - | shouldn’t say the Shire said ‘they’re too
expensive, it can’t be done’. We said ‘look, we don’t want, don’t need, you to show
us it can’t be done because we’re going to do it but we just need to know can we do
it'? And it went from there on and then when the Shire saw it happening, they just got
on side.

We formed a group which was called ‘Dads Army’ - a name that | affectionately gave
them - but they were a couple of older, retired people who had worked in mines,
farmers, etc. We had old machinery here that looked like it had come out of the Ark
and they were a group that did a lot with it.

And they knew how to use the gear?

They knew how to use it and they knew how to fix it. They spent more time working
on it than they did driving it.

Yes, probably.

Pretty old graders and stuff like that and went ahead and did it. And we’ve got a nine-
hole golf course out there now, with plans to make it 18, but at the moment it’s nine.
Grass fairways - grass greens - not too many country towns have got that.

No, they certainly haven't.

What's the population of the town now, then?
| honestly don’t know. I'd be guessing.

It looks pretty healthy as a small community

Yes, there’s a lot of ‘week-enders’ type of thing. Retired people. Unfortunately, my
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age group are falling off the perch a bit. I'm probably the last of the oldies in this town.

| don’t know whether you've noticed it, but the longer you live the less people you
know?

| don’t go to many weddings anymore.

No. When you asked about people that made a lot of difference, | would say there
was quite a few people in this town made a difference because everyone got on
pretty much.

Well, you mentioned your wife. She sounds like a pretty significant force?

Yes, her and a lot of other ladies just got together and did things. They were
members of the local fire brigade and what have you, which we were all members of.

You’ve mentioned a number of significant projects. Are there any others that you can
think of that are significant?

Not really because I've been out of it a little bit as I've got older. I've bought a little
farm out on the river out there, so | spend a lot of time out there — | am a bit of a
hermit - but some of the younger ones have started little projects like a kids’
playground and what have you.

The town looks quite well-equipped | reckon - quite surprising.
Oh yes, it is.

Well, you've touched on how the town’s changed. It's grown from very small
beginnings in the 1950’s. Any comments on the local history, how things evolved and
what they came from?

Well it actually came from fishing originally and then for years it was the world’s best
kept secret, you know and people came up here and said ‘oh, this is great’. And the
road got better. We got mains power and we got water and then some people built
holiday homes here and then back in the ‘80’s it would have been, they started selling
blocks of land because, it was nearly impossible to buy a place up here — to buy an
existing place — and it just started to ‘grow like topsy’.

So, people would buy an existing place and could they demolish an old house and
build a new one?

They could in those days, yes, because there was no other land available, but then
the Lands Department started to open up tracts of land.

Are there any buildings that have been preserved and conserved?
No, not that | know of, | can’t think of any.
| mean they’re only ‘50’s buildings so they weren’t super old, you know.

But some of them have been done up a bit. But there’s nothing you would call
heritage or anything like that.

Yes. It's an interesting idea though isn’t it? | mean you have a place that’'s say 70
years old now and, okay it's nothing fantastic, but in 500 years’ time?



Tim
Doug

Tim
Doug

Tim

Doug

Doug
Tim
Doug
Tim
Doug
Tim
Doug
Tim
Doug
Tim
Doug

Tim

Doug
Tim

Tim

Tim

Doug

Tim

That'’s right. | mean every house is an antique if you wait long enough.

Yes, that’s right. A bit like us really isn’t it?

No, | can’t think of any, No, there’s really no old places | can think of anymore.
So how have your children gone then?

Well the girls all got married and went their different ways. One’s on a farm down in
Kojonup, another one’s husband was a building surveyor and one of my daughters
died - we lost one of my daughters - she passed away unfortunately a few years back
and my son is fishing on our second boat with us.

So, you've got three daughters - or you had - two surviving daughters and your son
who’s fishing with you operating your second boat?

What happened to the daughter who passed away?

She had cancer. Pancreatic cancer and she was 12 months and gone.
That's pretty severe isn'’t it?

Just blew away. It was terrible.

Oh dear, what a shame.

And three little girls too you know .......

You have grandchildren, obviously?

Got 12 grandchildren.

Right, well you're not doing too badly for a nine-year-old who came out from the UK?
No, so | could ride horses.

Yes. You say you've got a small farm up the river have you?

Yes, I've got a block over on Orange Springs Road which is still the Gingin Shire, just
that | run a few cattle on it.

How big is the block?
It's just under 300 — acres. It backs on to the Moore River

It's just when | was going to get off the boat you know - | suppose retire - my wife said
‘well, | hope you do something, because | don’t want you home all day’. And | didn'’t
want to be there anyway.

So, | bought that block. It was a scruffy little block that’s got an old heritage home on
it - an old mud-brick home and a couple of graves on it and stuff - built in the 1880’s.
It's probably one of the few mud-brick houses left in the Gingin Shire and we’ve sort
of kept it pretty original and done it up.

Well that sounds like it’s a bit of history and heritage that’s worth keeping?

Yes, it is. Bill de Burgh was the local historian.
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Yes, | know his name very well.

And he has got it in a couple of his books that place, because it was on the stock
route in those days. | think they used to grow fruit. Well it’s called Orange Springs so
they grew oranges, obviously.

We talked about electricity supply in the early days and you only had kerosene lamps.
Did you have a local electricity supply system?

That came later. Lancelin had it first, the guy that used to run the powerhouse Peter
Salvaire - had the powerhouse in Wongan Hills and when they went on to the grid he
shifted it to Lancelin and he supplied Lancelin. You know, with big diesel motors and
in the end, they run a power line down to here.

From Lancelin?

From Lancelin, yes.

So that was a private arrangement then?

Yes.

That sounds interesting, he sounds like a bit of an entrepreneur then?

He was. Very clever man. Peter Salvaire. Very good at inventing things and fixing
things.

And then what happened to that power system?

Well, when they went on to the grid, | suppose it just shut down.

So, the SEC bought it out. Did they connect it up? Alright and gas | presume?
All bottled gas.®

Bottled gas.

Water supply?

The water supply scheme? I'm not sure when that went on, but the water supply was
just at the back of our golf course - and that was pumped into town.

So that’s ground water?
Ground water, yes.
Okay, so do you have any header tanks anywhere?

We do have header tanks. What they ended up doing was, we had a header tank that
used to be just down the road here. But it's no longer there because they shut that
bore down. They were saying there’s so many parts per million contaminant -
whatever you measure - because of septic tanks. The water is as good as gold, but
they shifted to one further out so, when you leave Ledge Point, you’ll see the tank
up on top of the hill as you drive out around the corner. Which was a Godsend really,
because the old pump station’s still there and we used that for the golf course. So, we

3 This was Liquified Petroleum Gas (LPG) which was provided to customers in large steel pressurised bottles.



had a win there.

Doug So, they used septic tanks for sewage disposal then?
Tim Yes.
Doug Do they still do that?

Tim We are still on the old system here, in what we call old Ledge Point. The new Ledge
Point, which is the other side of the road that you drove in - that all goes to an effluent
treatment plant - they’ve got sewerage and underground power.

Doug  What happens to the effluent?
Tim It goes out in to a like a big sullage type dam. It gets pumped out to there.
Doug So, you don’t pump the waste water onto your golf course or anything then?

Tim No. | don’t think you could do that sort of thing any more. We probably would have
done in the old days.

Doug Mmm, yes, it would have worked too. Alright.
Well | think that’s about covered it Tim. Is there anything you’d like to add?

Tim | can’t really think of a great deal. As | say | didn’t want to mention too many people’s
names because we wouldn’t have enough time to mention them all and | think what
made this little town strong was people pulled together.

Doug Yes.

Tim You know, you can pull a rope - one bloke can pull a rope - but 10 blokes can’t push
it. But | think it’s like a lot of small towns, they seem to work well when they’re small,
you don’t get factions.

Doug You get to a certain size and it changes | suppose?
Tim Yes.
Doug  Well that’s progress | suppose isn't it?

Doug You've got a beautiful small town here and a lovely environment. Be a bit wild in the
winter time though?

Tim Gets a bit wild in winter, but it's also beautiful in the winter too, you know, watching
the sea break and rain come in.

Doug Yes, well on the subject of fishing and the weather you will have seen some fairly wild
weather | suppose?

Tim Oh yes. Lost a few friends too over the years.*
Doug Really? Yes. You'd have to know your business | think?

Tim It's got easier now of course with GPS and all the gear we’ve got.

4 Tim later advised that in 1968 he was a crew member on a freezer boat which struck a reef south of Ledge Point and sank. He
and five other crew members spent three hours in the sea before being rescued. Being mid-May it was very cold but fortunately
they all survived.
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Does that mean it's easier getting through the gaps in the reef?

Yes and boats are bigger and better and we’re better at it. As | say in the early days, |
lost a few friends on boats sunk.

Yes, it would be tragic though wouldn’t it?

It is you. You know, blokes | went to school with and that but I've lost a lot of friends
in motor car accidents too, so .......

Yes. Well | suppose that’s a real issue in a community like this when if you’re going to
get anywhere, you’ve got to drive fairly long distances?

Yes. | think there’s more people got killed on the road than they have in the sea.
| notice there’s a lot of work going on, on the main road.

It is, yes.

| presume that’s to improve it from that perspective is it?

Yes. We've had quite a few ‘head-ons’. And everyone’s got their own theory about
why the accidents were happening, but it’s just inattentiveness or tiredness.

How do you deal with emergencies like traffic accidents?
Well we have local Ambulance here and Fire Brigade here.®
That's in Ledge Point?

We've got one in Ledge Point. But | was actually a member of two Brigades. | was a
member of this Brigade and also out where my farm is, Nilgen. Which I'm still a
member of Nilgen.

Right, so that’'s a Bushfire Brigade?

Yes.

| often think of people in remote areas having to deal with traffic accidents.
Oh yes, shocking.

Yes. Aright well | think that’s it then?

Were you happy enough the way that went?

Yes. I'm very happy with it. It’s good.

Because nothing is rehearsed of course, but | didn't bother trying to rehearse.
Anyway, it's better when you just talk one on one.

Absolutely. So, what I'll do now is I'll take this recording away and we’ll load it up and
we’ll transcribe it. That'll take a few weeks because it fits in with everything else then
I'll come back to you with a hard copy and I'll ask you to check it and then let me have
any feedback.

3 In which Tim and his wife Kaye had been volunteers.
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Ok? That’'s check names, spelling, and this sort of thing and errors of fact and then
we'll finalise it and take from there.

| think if | wanted to condense it, I'd sort of talk - in my own mind that is — of the ‘50’s,
and ‘60’s, the ‘70’s and ‘80’s through just a gradual story of how we went from sand
on the floor, tin sheds and just went like that. And of course, it went a bit quicker. And,
you know, how the town just grew and grew and | suppose that’s what history is isn’t
it? Watching something grow?

And this is a key question. ‘Which phase in that life did you prefer’?

Which do | prefer? | thought the ‘60’s and ‘70’s weren’t bad. You could always get
work, there was work about. Okay, we didn’t earn big money - I'm talking about apart
from fishing. There everyone could be employed. It's a bit tougher now. People say
kids are lazy - | don’t think kids are all lazy. | think it’s pretty hard to get a job. And you
could always find something.

| mean one off-season - we only used to have, say, two months off - | said to my
mate, when | got back to town, | said ‘I'll go out and look for a job’. He said ‘, it's
pretty hard Tim, there’s not much around’. Well, | walked out through the industrial
area at the back of where | lived and | picked up three jobs, worked out which one
was the best, and took it. You just went out knocking on doors - that’s the way you
went for a job. | just knocked on the door, didn’t you? Go to factories.

Show willing?
Mmm and I'd done lots of things. | always tried not to get the same job twice so that |
could broaden my experience. | virtually shovelled shit. | know you hear that all the

time, but | just about did on one job | had and the reason | took that job was it paid
the most money.

Yes, well there’s an old saying isn’'t there in Yorkshire ‘where there’s muck there’s
brass’.

Where there’s muck there’s money, yes.

Alright well, thank you for talking to me.

Well | hope I've given you a rough insight.

You certainly have. That’s been very good.

| know I'm not really a good orator unfortunately.

That’s not required. No. Now what you’ve told me is really interesting.

And | tried to condense it as much as possible without getting too far off the subject.

Sure. Well if when we review the transcript, you think there’s something that you'd
like to add let me know.

I’'m sure there may be an odd thing if | think it's relevant - and then if you think it's
relevant that’s the main thing.

You let me know when we bring the transcript back and we’ll sort it out then.
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When Kaye gets up, I'll talk to her about it. 'm pretty sure I've covered everything.
You know little things like when we wanted to raise money for our Progress
Association - this is what the ladies used to do - they used to go to everyone’s house
get a can of beans from there, a bottle of wine from that one, and then they had a big
Christmas hamper and raised money that way.

Yes.

Then there’s other things that we can’t put in there, but like gambling nights to raise
money for different things.

Yes, sure. Alright well, we’ll stop there then.



