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NOTES TO THE READER ON INTERPRETATION OF THIS TRANSCRIPT 

Readers of this oral history transcript need to be aware that it is not strictly a verbatim transcript 

of the words as spoken during the interview that was conducted in the form of a natural 

conversation between the interviewer and the person being interviewed. Some minor changes 

have been made to facilitate the flow of the document. 

Much of what is said in such interviews relies upon the accuracy of the memory of the person 

being interviewed and readers should bear this in mind and judge for themselves how factually 

accurate the material is. The interviewer has sought to clarify or verify facts and statements made 

during the interview where this seemed appropriate. 

The views and opinions expressed within the transcript are those of the person expressing them 

in the interview. 

Please refer to the notes below to aid interpretation of the transcript. 

Note 1  
 
The recording runs for two tracks over a total of 42 minutes. 
 
Note 2 
 
Where the interviewer has used words such as ‘Yes’, ‘Right’ or ‘OK” as an encouragement, but 
not as anything else then these words have not been transcribed unless they are relevant for the 
context. Commonly used habitual words and phrases have also been deleted from the transcript.  
 
Note 3 
 
The interviewer has inserted occasional words (which are not in the original recording) into the 
transcript in order to clarify the context of what was being said. These words are shown in the 
form they would say.  
 
Note 4 
 
Where a sentence has a series of dots in the text such as ……… this indicates that the speaker 
paused, the recording was not clear enough to transcribe accurately what was said, or the 
following speaker interrupted what was being said. 
 
Note 5 
 
The interviewer is referred to as ‘Doug’ in the transcript and to the subject speaker is referred to 
as ‘Ron’ as appropriate. 
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INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT 

Speaker Text 

Doug My name is Doug Ayre, it’s the 7th of November 2018 and I’m conducting an 

interview with Mr Ron Wintle on behalf of the Gingin Resource Centre for the Shire 

of Gingin Oral History Project at his home in Ledge Point.  Right Ron, now, if I may 

call you Ron? 

Ron Yes. 

Doug Could you give me your full name? 

Ron Yes, it’s Ronald Walter Wintle. 

Doug And where were you born Ron? 

Ron I was born in Brisbane Terrace in Perth, the 31st of the 10th 1945.1 

Doug You’re only a young bloke then? 

Ron That’s right. 

Doug Okay, 1945, Brisbane Terrace. So, was that in a hospital? 

Ron Yes, I was born in King Edward Hospital. 

Doug So, you were brought up where - in Perth? 

Ron In Perth, yes. 

Doug Whereabouts? 

Ron Well basically I was brought up in Perth around the Brisbane Street area.  I went to 

Highgate School - primary school and then I went to Forrest High School which was 

in basically Mount Lawley. 

Doug And do you have brothers and sisters? 

Ron Yes, I have two brothers and three sisters. 

Doug Well, of course, one sister I’ve met? 

Ron That’s right. 

Doug Betty? And is she big sister? 

Ron She is the oldest sister and the oldest in the family, yes. 

Doug Was she the first born or is she the surviving eldest? 

Ron I would say she was the first born and she is the surviving eldest at the moment. 

Doug So, you were born and brought up and went to school in Perth. You’ve been in 

business for a while, haven’t you? What sort of business have you been in? 

Ron I was in refrigeration and air conditioning. 

Doug How did you come to be interested in that? 

Ron Well basically at the time, after leaving second year High School, back in those days 

where if you wanted to become a tradesman, or a trades type person, you could 

basically leave and do either High School Certificate or just second year High 

School. And then at that stage, I did an aptitude test with the Commonwealth 

Employment Service and after my test, they said I was suitable naturally to be a 

tradesman in the mechanical type of industry which then, when I did the test, they 

basically sent me an application for a job at a company called Nicholsons, which 

was in Perth. Their main office was in Barrack Street and they had a commercial 

division in Hay Street, where they did commercial refrigeration and air conditioning 

and also built cool rooms and everything like that. So, I then obtained a five-year 

apprenticeship which I completed with them.   

Then they moved out to Belmont and then I suppose I spent a total of 10 years with 

them which then became - the company then changed names - half way through 
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that 10 years to Kelvin Industries with which then I worked in the North-West for 

about three and a half years, in areas like Dampier, Tom Price, Port Hedland and 

Mount Newman. 

Doug So, this refrigeration and air conditioning work was it commercial? 

Ron Commercial, yes.    

Doug You didn’t do much domestic work then? 

Ron I did domestic work. I then, at one stage, after I left 10 years with Kelvin Industries, I 

then worked for a company called Email - which was Westinghouse.  

Doug Oh yes, I know Email. 

Ron I basically did domestic refrigeration service for them because, at that time, when I 

was at Mount Newman for 12 months running the project, Email came up there with 

a one of their supervisors, because all the houses had Westinghouse equipment in 

them which I was trained on. 

And when I got married and I lived in Dianella, the person not so far away - a couple 

of streets away - was a service manager there who I worked under at Email. I only 

worked there for 18 months and he, at that stage, offered me a job to go and work 

for them which I did. And then after working there 18 months, I had the ambition of 

going out of my own.  So after about 18 months, I did go out on my own.  At that 

stage I was around about the 29 years old mark. 

Ron And then I started my own business and I was doing domestic refrigeration service 

and I was repairing washing machines, which I did during Nicholson’s time on my 

apprenticeship. We did washing machines in those days because the refrigeration 

industry used to get quiet during the winter. And then air conditioning was just being 

born, it was just coming of age because it was only the big buildings in Perth which 

were air conditioned and then, like today, everybody’s got air conditioning in their 

house. 

Doug Yes indeed, haven’t they. 

Ron And there’s no office building that’s without air conditioning, because most of it 

hasn’t got open windows, so they have to have air conditioning for ventilation and air 

changes and things like that. 

And away I went. I started off in the domestic line of work, but then some of the 

people I went to tech school with, they started businesses of their own and then I 

started doing sub-contract work in commercial air conditioning and that was mainly 

to do with service and big pipe installations.  I was doing that and I did that for right 

up till I was about 65 years old. 

Doug So, you worked obviously originally in Perth and did quite a bit of work in the North 

West of WA? 

Ron Yes, I did. 

Doug We were just recapping on where you worked. So, you worked initially in Perth then 

you worked in the North West? 

Ron Yes, I did a stint in the North West. I would have gone to the North West first when I 

was about 18 as an apprentice because the North West was just kicking off in the 

iron ore boom. They weren’t shipping iron ore out of the Pilbara at that stage - we’re 

talking in the mid ‘60’s - that’s when Tom Price, Dampier, Robe River and all those 

were just getting underway and then Hedland was all operating. It was the main big 

port which it is now. I was up in Goldsworthy, that would have been up in about 

‘65/’66 and they were just starting to ship ore out of there. Then the Mount Newman 

and all that came on line and then it all went into a period probably in the early ‘70’s 



 

 

where the whole North West just became alive and it boomed there for about 10 

years. Then it all fell in a hole again and there was a big downturn and then they 

had probably about three downturns over the period of time up to now and it’s now 

just booming again now. 

Doug So, you were married at what age? How old were you? 

Ron I would have been about 25/26. 

Doug Okay, and what’s your wife’s name? 

Ron Irene. 

Doug When were you married - can you remember? 

Ron I would have been married in ’71. 

Doug Alright, so how did you come to be interested in working in Lancelin? 

Ron Well basically, not really ‘working’ in Lancelin.  The idea was that I came here, we 

came up here, to Ledge Point which I class as not Lancelin, but Ledge Point. 

Ron I permanently lived here from 1999 onwards. That’s when I moved up here.  We 

lived in Dianella prior to that for 30 years and then we moved up here. Because we 

then had purchased this block some two or three years before that and built this 

house and my wife said ‘it’s quite a nice house, why don’t we come and live up here 

because both my boys are off my hands’? 

Doug Okay, so why did you choose here? 

Ron Well the fact is, that when I came up here would have been roughly around about 

1963 because my sister Betty had the house in Ammon Avenue. 

Doug In Ledge Point? 

Ron In Ledge Point. That was round about when I was about 18 and I periodically came 

up here over the years and visited them. Then I obtained - built a small beach house 

down at the Port Royal Southerners Association. 

Doug Down at the where? 

Ron Port Royal Southerners Association. 

Ron That’s an Association which was basically formed from the Claremont Yacht Club 

which had shacks over at Garden Island. And when they built the navy base, they 

had to get off it. So, then the government - because there was a few people in the 

Port Royals which were in government departments I believe and fronted the 

government about it – anyhow, they were gazetted land in about three different 

places. I think one was in Mandurah, one was at Jurien and one was at Ledge Point.  

They selected Ledge Point and there were 32 lots all sort of established down there 

and I ended up obtaining one block even though  (a) I wasn’t on Garden Island and 

(b) I wasn’t a member of the Claremont Yacht Club.  

 

I obtained this through a friend who did obtain one, but didn’t want it.  So, I spoke to 

him and stated that ‘if you’re ever going to sell it well I’d be interested in it’, But to go 

into the Port Royal Southerners down there even today, you’ve got to go before a 

committee and you’ve got to be accepted in there, because the land itself you are a 

1/32nd share of the 32 blocks and basically, the house is yours but really you’re only 

a share. It’s run like it’s a community group which has got a Constitution and it’s an 

organisation where it’s got no fences and there’s rules - no dogs, no horses, no 

livestock. 

Doug Like a body corporate really? 

Ron That’s it. So anyway, that’s it and then I had that place down there for quite a few 

years. And then I naturally sold it when I had this place up and running and then, as 



 

 

I said, in 1999 I moved up here. Because I was 60, no sorry, I was 55 when I moved 

up here. 

Ron I looked at this place and I didn’t realise that I was going to come here and rely on 

work because of the size of the town and that situation. 

Doug The size of the town being very small? 

Ron Very small and even so, now with the Lancelin and all these areas like Guilderton 

and everything like that, you know there’s not a lot of work opportunities up here 

even for qualified people like me, because you haven’t the volume. See, this town 

here used to have about 250 residents in it but now there’s about 60 permanent 

people here, now. 

Doug What happened to the other residents then? 

Ron Well a lot of them were rental, or something like that, or lived here because they 

were in the cray fishing industry and once the cray fishing industry deregulated and 

put on the quota system it all changed. 

Doug So, what did that mean - the number of cray fishermen reduced? 

Ron The number of boats reduced. Originally there used to be 36 boats in the town but  

there’s now about five. 

Ron So, you take 29 boats out of the town, you take a skipper and if he was married with 

children and then you take two deckhands, as I said, so you could be taking one, 

two, three or maybe four, five or six people out of the town. 

Doug Per boat? 

Ron Per boat. That’s what you could be doing. Lancelin’s the same. Lancelin used to 

have over 100 boats now it’s down to about 30 I think. 

Doug Alright so that meant that the amount of work that you could have done has 

reduced?  

Ron Which I could have done, but I didn’t come up here with the ambition of maintaining 

a living. 

Doug Why did you come then? 

Ron Well, at that time as an offset, I was doing some commercial ‘breakdown assessing’ 

for insurance companies in the mechanical refrigeration, air conditioning, pumps, 

and all that, which I was doing in Perth. And it kicked off and was going well and I 

thought well I could make it work. That was a turning point where I could make a 

decision to come up here and subsidise an income from it, because it was only just 

the two of us. So, for the first 18 months it was quite good. The big insurance 

company that I worked - I was contracted to CGU which is quite a big insurance 

company then decided to base and do all the assessments in the eastern states. 

Doug Yes, I know them. 

Ron You know, centralise it to there, so henceforth that just left me out on a limb. So, 

then, all of a sudden, no work started to come through after about so many months 

and stuff like that and I thought ‘right well the company that I was a senior contractor 

for in Perth - basically I still did a bit of contracting work from here - well then I got 

back into full swing, back in to air conditioning and I commuted from here for 10 

years. 

Doug To where? 

Ron To Perth and surrounding areas. 

Doug Wow, so you weren’t coming from Perth to here you were going from here to Perth? 

Ron That’s right. 

Doug That’s a bit different? 



 

 

Ron I was getting up at quarter past four in the morning.  

Doug I can imagine. 

Ron On the road at five, starting work down there at six thirty and getting home at six at 

night. I used to do 1,000 kilometres a week and put a set of tyres on a year and go 

through about $16,000 a year in fuel and maintenance and running costs. 

Doug I can imagine. 

Ron Which was all tax deductable. 

Doug Yes, but nevertheless it’s substantial isn’t it? 

Ron So, the thing is then, that was the arrangement and there we are, so I did that until I 

was 65 and then tapered off. 

Doug You implied that before you settled in Ledge Point that you came up here and 

worked from Perth. Is that right? 

Ron That’s right. 

Doug You came up from Perth in your early days? 

Ron Yes.  

Doug And worked here. Did you stay? 

Ron No, I didn’t do any work in the early days.  

Doug So, you stayed with your sister? 

Ron I used to stay as a holiday weekend. 

Doug A holiday, okay. 

Ron Just a holiday. That’s all it was. The place was just a beach community. I used to 

visit them and come up here and go fishing with my brother-in-law and that’s all, you 

know. Things like that. 

Doug Okay but you saw the potential of the place, did you? 

Ron Well I liked the area of the beach and stuff like that, and the distance from Perth  

and the quietness and then to me, like I couldn’t live anywhere else than here. And 

to me I’d find it very hard to live in Perth now. 

Doug Right so what is it about Ledge Point that you really like? 

Ron Well the fact is that I designed this house here in which I’ve got 100 square metres 

of garage area.  I’ve got the big three metre garage down there where I keep my 

boat in, I’ve got a big workshop down there. I’ve got a tractor and I’ve got a boat and 

things like that. I’m always hands on. I’m still always doing things. 

Doug So, you built this house when? 

Ron I think I would have started building this house - I purchased this block in ’89 - and 

then I would have started building this house probably about four years after that. 

That would have been probably about ’93. And then I started building it ‘93/’94. I 

probably started. Took me about 18 months because I was an owner/builder and 

then, you know, over the period of time and then got it all up and running and then 

moved up here in ’99. 

Doug Do you still have property in Perth? 

Ron No. 

Doug Okay so you sold out of Perth? 

Ron Perth, yes, and moved up here. 

Doug So, you and your wife came here in ‘99 then? 

Ron That’s right. 

Doug Do you have family? 

Ron Yes, I have two sons. 

Doug Where do they live? 



 

 

Ron One lives in Karrinyup and the other one lives up in Stoneville. 

Doug So, they’re in Perth? 

Ron They’re in Perth. They’re married and they have got children. 

Doug You have grandchildren? 

Ron Yes, four grandchildren. They have a boy and a girl each. 

Doug So what sort of refrigeration work is there in this area then that you’ve worked on? 

Ron I’ve worked on a bit of the shop refrigeration here. Worked on the Country Club. 

Done a bit of work for them and a bit of voluntary work for them as well. 

Doug Right, yes, but don’t we all? 

Ron And, you know, stuff like that. 

Doug Have you done any with the fishing industry? 

Ron Nothing with the fishing. Well the fishing industry didn’t really have any. The cray 

boats haven’t got refrigeration on them. 

Doug No?  

Ron They’re not like the big trawlers up north sort of thing. Well, Kailis used to be quite 

big in town here, which they’re not  since they pulled out of here and so most of the  

activity it’s Geraldton Fisheries who now come through here and because all these 

regulations  apply it’s all done by big corporations and things like that you know. 

Doug So, with regards to air conditioning then, is it largely shopping and residential? 

Ron Well it will be only residential air conditioning now you’ll be looking at, but you 

wouldn’t make a living on putting in split systems in this area. 

Doug No and is it refrigerated air conditioning? 

Ron Yes. I never use and I never got involved in evaporative cooling domestically - the 

only time I got involved in evaporative cooling was commercially, which means we’d 

have 12 big massive Braemar units on the roof, which had to be plumbed in and 

that’s it and drained and all that sort of stuff. A completely different scenario and, of 

course, most of my work was done in hospitals and campuses like, I worked in all 

the universities and hospitals. I did work at Joondalup. I’ve been in all the hospitals. 

Mount Hospital and Charlie Gairdner’s2. In that sort of area. 

Doug So, as an air conditioning tradesman, do you do both plumbing and electrical? 

Ron Not electrical no. Naturally you got a Restricted Electrical Licence, which I’ve got 

and which I had when people like me did an apprenticeship for which we did five 

years. I think they’re three now, but we spent the first 12 months in the Electrical 

Fitters and Installers class and when the government required that and then you had 

to pass your electrical to become a refrigeration mechanic. And you had to be pretty 

competent and then when we finished our time, we had a Restricted B Grade 

Licence. 

Doug Aha, a B grade?  

Ron A Restricted B Grade Licence, because back in the days then we would go to 

country centres, or anywhere like that and even when I was up north would go - you 

know what I mean - to say a country club in the back blocks in a farming community 

and put a cool room in and this and that. The town electrician would just put 

electrical isolator there connected back to the board and we’d come up there and 

wire the whole unit in - the rest of it - all the contactors the whole lot  and put all the 

cabling and everything in. 

Doug So, you’d take it from the isolator?  

Ron Isolate the air conditioner. But what happens was then, going back, I think probably 
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go back about 15 years ago maybe more - maybe 20 years ago you go back - and 

then all the splits started coming out. The splits started coming of age and the 

scenario was then that they had to get all these blokes through the Tech on all these 

courses and all of a sudden, where I spent a five-year apprenticeship, you had 

blokes putting air conditioners in that were doing a three-week course at Tech and 

didn’t know what they were doing. So, then they gave them an electrical licence but  

they gave them what they call a ‘Plug and Cord Licence’. And then they pulled all us 

blokes who’d done all that training back to their standard requirement and that was 

controlled by the Electrical Trade Union. But, then the Electrical Trade Union got 

into putting splits in but they wouldn’t allow us to wire them. 

Doug I see. Sounds like a ‘closed shop’? 

Ron It was a closed shop. Plumbing trade and the Plumbers Union and the Electrical 

Union is a closed shop. Still is today, because a lot of us fridge mechanics wanted 

to go and do study and become an electrician and get a licence and the unions at 

the time said ‘well, if you ever get into that you’ll never lay another pipe on a building 

site and you’ll never wire anything to do with an air conditioner’. 

Doug Very restrictive isn’t it? 

Ron It was.  So, to me, now I would say to a young person, ‘go and become an 

electrician and do your refrigeration ticket’. 

Doug Yes. 

Ron So, the electricians they got into the industry, into the split industry and they killed it. 

Doug Mmm, sure.  

Ron They killed it. 

Doug I suppose the split air-conditioners, they’re basically plugged in and away they go, 

don’t they? 

Ron Well they’re going to run back to the board, but the type of system I did was I’d use 

the proper insulation and I used to do  it all. These split systems that are put in by 

these blokes, I call the Harvey Norman specials. They’re all back to back, they sit 

them out the front door, they sit them on the veranda, they sit them anywhere which 

is ‘in and out’. 

They put in five a day, where some of my pipe runs would be 18 metres. I’d tuck 

them in around the back of the house and put them in certain locations but mainly 

because I was doing government and campus work and hospital work which (a) was 

to deal with an architect/consultant and (b) the building management and all this 

was inspected because I was a contractor. And you’d be going through five things 

and then they’d come and give it the tick of approval. 

Doug Yes. 

Ron Some bloke comes and puts a splits in, backs it in, bashes a hole in the wall and 

hasn’t done anything. 

Doug Mmm, so what you’re saying is the work that you were doing was fairly tightly 

specified wasn’t it? 

Ron Mainly consultant type work. It was mainly hospital work and everything was 

consultant type work because it was – more complex because the big air 

conditioning systems are all integrated with the fire alarm systems and everything 

like that. The big systems there, when something goes wrong, it sets the fire alarm 

off and the air conditioning will shut all the fire doors in the passageways, bring on 

all the big extraction fans on the roof, shut the system down and all that sort of stuff 

so you can imagine the bloke that does a split system if you put him in that 



 

 

situation? Send him into the Commonwealth Bank in town, in the plant room and 

something’s going wrong well. But then again, because with my experience I used 

to work on the big switchboards, change contactors, pull out big pumps down in the 

pumping stations, disconnect them and change burnt out wiring but these blokes 

wouldn’t have a clue what to do or how to shut it down and tag it off, anyway. That’s 

it. But anyway …… 

Doug That’s supposed progress isn’t it? 

Ron Yes. 

Doug Have you been involved in any major projects, any significant projects? 

Ron I suppose my last big project was I did the aged care facility for Bethany down at 

Yanchep. I did that. There were 200 systems went in down there, 50 big condenser 

units - big VRV systems - and me and an apprentice, we put in something like seven 

kilometres of pipe work. I was on that for 12 months travelling from here, day in day 

out. And we did all the cool rooms, freezer cool rooms, all the ventilation, the lot. 

Doug And that was at Yanchep? 

Ron Yanchep, yes. That was a major one I’ve done. That was a good job from here. 

Doug Would be yes, fairly close to home as far as that goes? 

Ron Yes, it was beautiful job. 

Doug On the right side of Perth?  

Ron No traffic lights, nothing down and back. 

Doug Straight down the highway.   

What community involvement have you had here Ron? 

Ron The community involvement I have here is that I’m tied up with the Bowling Club. 

Doug Bowling club, yes.  

Ron I play Pennant Bowls for Ledge Point.  There’s a small group of us involved in the 

maintenance of the grounds, anything that goes wrong, or anything that needs doing 

I attend to. Anything to do with gates, or welding, or something to be made up, or 

shades, or any trivial thing I’m involved in and things like that. And little things I’ve 

done for the Country Club as well you know. Things to do with the upgrading the 

little glass doors on the cool room, fitting gaskets and that. We did that as a 

voluntary type thing for them, changed all them for them. And just little general 

things that has to be done around. In this town here they’re pretty good when 

something goes drastically wrong - there’s a bit of a communal thing - we get 

together and do something. 

Doug You say you’ve been very involved in the Bowling Club? What positions have you 

held with the Bowling Club then? 

Ron What as on the committee? 

Doug Yes. 

Ron Well, I haven’t got into what they call the committee level of say Captain, President, 

Secretary or stuff like that, but normally I’m involved in the hands-on side which 

other people haven’t got the knowledge of doing. You know what I mean? 

Doug Yes. I understand. 

Ron Probably you’d find that one of the reasons I don’t get involved in the committee 

type thing is, with my situation here at home where I’m my wife’s full-time carer. 

Doug Yes. 

Ron My wife’s on a Level Four Package, which is the highest package you can get 

through Services. 

Doug So that takes up most of your time? 



 

 

Ron So, I can’t have that. I don’t want to tie myself up with meetings and all that sort of 

stuff. 

Doug Yes, I understand that. But you play bowls though do you? 

Ron I play bowls. I’ve only been playing bowls for about five years. I should have started 

much earlier. 

Doug Are you any good? 

Ron I am a reasonable bowler - my sister’s a very good bowler. 

Doug Well I gather that, yes. 

Ron She’s been playing 30 years – 29 years. 

Doug Right. 

Ron I should have got involved  but, then again, I was always busy and another thing too 

is that it’s a commitment as well. Even to play Pennants it’s a commitment because 

it ties up every Saturday and every Wednesday - the afternoons. 

Doug Yes. I know talking to people in Lancelin and around here when I’ve been organising 

interviews, Wednesday afternoons is a ‘no-no’. 

Ron Well as I said well that’s it. That’s the way it goes. 

Doug That’s fine. Once you work that out it’s easy. 

Ron That’s right, yes, but what I’m saying don’t over-commit yourself. 

Doug Yes, so obviously you’ve got a commitment to the Bowling Club and you mentioned 

the Country Club then? 

Ron I do a bit of work up there. Not so much now, but anything that people will ask me 

on certain advice and things to do with something. 

Doug Is there anything else you’ve been involved in? 

Ron No not really. No, that’s about it. 

Doug Alright so what about people in the area? Have there been any significant people in 

your life here? 

Ron Since I’ve been here, I’ve met some very nice people and some people have only 

been sort of weekenders and things like that. Yes, I have met people and stuff like 

that but I’m a type of person I class myself - we class ourselves - as private people. 

Like me I’m not drinking up the club every night and stuff like that. Not that I’m a big 

drinker anyway. I support the club but I’m not in everybody’s house or anything like 

that. 

Doug No. 

Ron I’ve got the selection of people that I deal with in the town that if I want anything, I 

can have it and if they want anything they always come around and see me about it. 

And at a time that something’s got to be done at the Bowling Club, we get together 

on it, or something’s got to be done somewhere, or someone needs assistance  

because they’re bogged down the beach - or caught down the beach - or they’re 

stuck or whatever, then we attend to it. It’s a fairly close-knit community and if 

there’s any really big major fires here, then people are always called on. Even 

though we got our own fire brigade, but at certain times where  there is a need. 

Doug You’re called upon? 

Ron Well I can be called upon. 

Doug Are you a member of the Fire Brigade? 

Ron No, I’m not. And that’s it and the fact is that I never became involved in the 

Ambulance, but the situation was due to my wife’s condition that would say no to  

being called out at all hours of the day and night and stuff like that. 

Doug Yes, of course. You just can’t do it. 



 

 

Ron I discussed it with her and she did not agree with it. 

Doug No. 

Ron So, you’ve got to look at that aspect.  

Doug Of course. 

Ron That’s what it is. So, what I do is that my lifestyle here is governed around, at the 

moment, my recreation - my bit of recreation - and looking after my wife. 

Doug So, you’re not a fisherman or anything like that? 

Ron I’m a fisherman  - I’ve got a boat. I go fishing. I beach fish. 

Doug Right. 

Ron I beach fish and I boat fish and I do fish with a couple of people specifically up here.  

My neighbours across the road - that don’t live here - when they come up, I go out 

with them.  They’re younger than me.   

Doug You go recreational fishing? 

Ron Recreational fishing, yes. 

Doug Understood.  

Ron Well if you don’t like fishing, or you don’t like the beach, really, it’s no point in living 

in Ledge Point 

Doug No. It’s very much the focus isn’t it? 

Ron That’s the focus and the fact is, a lot of the women that live in this town that really 

enjoy it, they either fish and are good fisher people. And sport, golf, bowls, tennis - 

whatever suits them - but for the other side of the things, the ladies that like to go 

out with their girlfriends and go out and having morning teas and all that, then  

Ledge Point’s not the place for them, because there’s no shopping centre, there’s 

no dress shops, there’s no nothing. 

Doug No. 

Ron There’s no take-away. There’s a café but that’s all, so this is where a lot of people 

get caught. They move up here and after two years, or three years, they’re moving 

back to Perth. 

Doug You’ve got to come in here with your eyes wide open, haven’t you? 

Ron Because I mean, you can come up here and say ‘oh, we’ll go to Ledge Point when 

we’re 60 and we’ll get a bit of work up here and but  it doesn’t happen. 

Doug No, okay.  So, are there a lot of people that just have a holiday home here? 

Ron A lot of people here yes. There’s a lot of houses here that are vacant. 

Doug Yes, they look to be but they’re substantial?  

Ron They’re substantial but they’re just weekenders. And then you get a lot of people 

that come up here on the weekends and just mow the lawn and go back home 

again. That’s what happens. And then all the shine wears off it. 

Doug I can understand that. 

Ron And then it depends on their age bracket. You get a special type of people, say, 

they’re in their ‘40’s and then they’ve got teenage children like my son has. And 

then, all of a sudden, the grandson’s working on the weekend and the 

granddaughter’s working on the weekend and that’s the end of that isn’t it to come 

to Ledge Point? 

Doug Yes. 

Ron So that’s what happens. They used to come up here when they were youngsters. 

Often, I used to pick them up and bring them up and take them back on the Sunday 

night and stuff like that, but that’s all changed.  

That’s it, so this is the thing that is living in a place like this. 



 

 

Doug You are fairly remote, aren’t you? 

Ron The fact is it’s the same with Lancelin. It’s just that you’ve got Guilderton and all 

these places along the coast where there’s no work. 

Doug I often think, thinking back about the wrecks on the reef and this sort of thing when 

in the 16th and 17th century, when people struggled to shore, it must have been a 

pretty grim prospect? 

Ron It would have been a pretty grim prospect here.  

Doug What I call ‘perish country’. 

Ron That’s right. It would have been, you know, because this is a fairly treacherous bit of 

coastline along here.  

Doug I often wonder what happened to the people that were on the Gilt Dragon? 

Ron That’s right. 

Doug They disappeared, didn’t they? 

Ron Yes.  I remember when they were diving on the Gilt Dragon. The museum was up 

here. That’s going back many, many years ago and they used to dive on the Gilt 

Dragon here and that’s when they got all the material, then it went to the Fremantle 

Museum there and they were getting all the coins and everything like that. 

Doug Graeme Henderson, I think, wasn’t it? 

Ron I don’t know but, anyway, they were out there and had about a 17-foot boat and they 

were out there and back in again, doing all that. The museum, they had a house up 

in here and that’s what they did. 

Doug But you look at the bushland, even today and you think when it’s 40°C in the shade 

you wouldn’t have a chance of surviving out there would you? 

Ron That’s right and then you’ve got the snakes and all the things. There’s a lot of 

snakes up here. 

Doug Is that right? 

Ron Oh yes. A lot of snakes. Breeding time you see all the tracks.  I’ve had snakes in the 

house here and I’ve had snakes around the back. 

Doug Is it the ocean that attracts the snakes? 

Ron No, not really, it’s just the environment themselves with all the small field mice and 

breeding things and all the scrub and stuff like that. 

Doug Just the bush? And, of course, where you’ve got buildings, you’ve got mice and 

where you’ve got mice you’ve got snakes? 

Ron Well even the field mice. You get the little field mice and little birds and all the other 

little things, so really speaking they come after them. 

Doug My wife and I have got a bush block at Toodyay. 

Ron Oh yes. 

Doug North of Toodyay and we’ve had it quite a few years, but we always keep on top of 

the mice otherwise the snakes will be in there. 

Ron Yes, I know, you’ve got to. Well the fact is, if a place is vacant, even up in areas like 

this, the spiders and the mice move in. 

Ron They do. I mean that. They do. 

Doug All good fun isn’t it? 

Ron That’s right got free rent? 

Doug Yes, free rent.  

Ron No worries.  

Doug Well Ron, we’ve pretty well covered it. Is there anything you’d like to add? 

Ron Not really. I think that’s about it. Anything else once we do the script and you type it 



 

 

up, we can always add something.  

Doug Yes, okay, Ron. Well I think we’ve covered it then.  What I’ll do now is we’ll take this 

recording we’ll transcribe it. 

Ron That’s right. 

Doug And I’ll come back to you with the document. 

Ron And I will just check it and that’s it. 

Doug Okay? 

Ron Not a problem. 

 

 

 


