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NOTES TO THE READER ON INTERPRETATION OF THIS TRANSCRIPT 
 
Readers of this oral history transcript need to be aware that it is not a strictly verbatim transcript 
of the words as spoken during the interview that was conducted in the form of a natural 
conversation between the interviewer and the person being interviewed. Some changes have 
been made primarily by the interviewee in order to clarify what was intended and to facilitate the 
flow of the document. 
 
Much of what is said in such interviews relies upon the accuracy of the memory of the person 
being interviewed and readers should bear this in mind and judge for themselves how factually 
accurate the material is. The interviewer has sought to clarify or verify facts and statements 
made during the interview where this seemed appropriate. 
 
The views and opinions expressed within the transcript are those of the person expressing them 
in the interview. 
 
Please refer to the notes on the following page to aid interpretation of the transcript. 
 

Note 1  
 
The recording comprises 4 parts and runs for a total of 93 minutes. 
 
Note 2 
 
Where the interviewer has used words such as ‘Yes’, ‘Right’ or ‘OK” as an encouragement, but 
not as anything else then these words have not been transcribed unless they are relevant for the 
context. Commonly used habitual phrases have also been deleted from the transcript.  
 
Note 3 
 
The interviewer and/or the interviewee have inserted occasional words or phrases (which are 
not in the original recording) into the transcript in order to clarify the context of what was being 
said. These words are shown in the form they would say.  
 
Note 4 
 
Where a sentence has a series of dots in the text such as ……… this indicates that the speaker 
paused, the recording was not clear enough to transcribe accurately what was said or the 
following speaker interrupted what was being said. 
 
Note 5 
 
The interviewer is referred to as ‘Doug’ in the transcript and to the subject speaker (interviewee) 
is referred to as ‘Ron’ as appropriate. 
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INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT 

Speaker Text 

Doug My name is Doug Ayre, the date is the 4th of January 2019, and I’m conducting an 
interview with Ron Pollard on behalf of the Gingin Resource Centre for the Shire of 
Gingin Oral History Project at the CRC in Gingin.  Okay, Ron. May I call you Ron?  

Ron Yes, you may. 

Doug Now you were a bit concerned about speaking slowly and this sort of thing1.  I just 
want to make sure you understand that I’ve got no problem with you taking as long 
as you need. 

Ron Yes, thank you. 

Doug So tell me then firstly about your childhood in Tammin. Where you were born and 
where you were brought up in Tammin. 

Ron I was born on the 1st day of the 2nd month in 1944 in Cunderdin Hospital, which is 
about eight or 10 kilometres from where I lived on the outskirts of Tammin and I 
have three sisters - two older sisters and one younger sister.  My parents worked 
for a farmer and we lived on one of the farms just west of Tammin. I went to school 
there until I was 12.  It was only a Primary School.   

Not a heavily populated area or town. Typical Wheatbelt sheep grazing property. I 
enjoyed my youth in Tammin.  We lived within a stone’s throw of the railway line 
that ran Perth to Kalgoorlie and I guess I got some of my entertainment, watching 
the steam trains go by. We also had the privilege of being serviced by rail from the 
Kellerberrin Ice Works. 

The diesel passenger train that ran from Kalgoorlie to Perth would stop at our 
railway crossing. I would take a little trolley out and the Train Guard would unload   
a block of ice from the Kellerberrin Ice Works, which was then placed in our chest 
food cooler. That was our only cooling device, short of a Coolgardie cooler which 
was a water and Hessian clad drip function.  

We didn’t have electricity at the property, we got by with Tilley lights and Aladdin 
kerosene lamps.  The property would have been probably close on 2,000 acres.  
To the south of the homestead, there was a large lake area which in the wetter 
years of the 1950’s quite often filled with water, it was quite an exercise to go to the 
back of the farm via the track through the lake. Virtually all the arable country was 
cleared on the property. 

My life in Tammin, up to the age of 12, when we moved was very interesting 
because we were only three kilometres from the town-site.  I used to trap rabbits, 
dress them and sell them to the ladies in Tammin, which then raised the funds for 
me to buy my own bicycle. 

Doug Did you have many rabbits on the property? 

Ron There were quite a few. The population ran in varying numbers where they were in 
plague proportions at times and then they sort of bred themselves out.  We didn’t 
have myxomatosis or any of the viruses that naturally culled them in later years.  
We mainly had sheep on the property, no cattle, quite a bit of cropping was done.   

The owner of the property was a chap named Les Carter. He lived on another farm 
north of Tammin. He had a very good trotting horse named Beau Don. It actually 
won the Inter Dominion Trotting Cup, here in Perth on one occasion. It would have 

 
1 Mr Pollard suffers from Motor Neurone Disease    MND). 



 

 

been the early ‘50’s, I was proud when he celebrated with the Tammin school by 
bringing a large churn of ice cream to the school for all the school children, so I felt 
that I had a close link to the person, who was celebrating with our school friends. 

Doug Tell me a little bit about your school days. What sort of school was it? 

Ron It was only a Primary School. I had some very memorable headmasters and 
teachers in the primary years.  One of our headmasters that I had a lot of respect 
for - well I respected all my teachers - but one in particular in the latter years of my 
schooling at Tammin, was a chap named Frank Goddard and he had an amazing 
ability to entertain the class by reading stories from King Solomon’s Mines, it was a 
serial type thing. We knew that on a certain day, we were going to get a chapter of 
King Solomon’s Mines, that stuck in my memory very firmly. 

Doug Can you tell me who wrote the book? 

Ron No. I know that one of the big warriors was Omschloorpicus. The author of the 
book I’d have to give it a bit of thought, Doug. 

Doug Well, if my memory’s correct, I think it was H Rider Haggard? 

Ron It was. 

Doug Was it?  Oh well my memory’s not so bad then. I enjoyed that book too. Fantastic 
wasn’t it? 

Ron Oh, it was. Excellent. 

Doug Did you have any favourite mates at school? 

Ron Yes, I had some very good mates.  Most of the class mates, their parents owned 
farms in the region and once I overcame the fear of being homesick, we used to 
trade places for the weekends and have a sleepover with my friends that brought 
about a very strong link with my school friends.  There were about probably seven 
boys in my class and we quite often spent weekends at my place or theirs. 

Doug What did you do when you went away for weekends to someone else’s? 

Ron Well, we used to build cubbies and just ride our bikes around the farm. The aquatic 
sports were not all that attractive at the time in that area. About one and a half 
kilometres west of our homestead was a salt-lake, (A Railway Siding called 
“Livesy’s Siding”), we got our aquatic pleasures with a bit of bathing in the salt 
water, which left an immediate clump of salt where it splashed onto your body.  It 
was not all that pleasant, but it was a cooling off period. During the winter months 
we’d go up and down the railway line reserve picking wildflowers and studying 
nature a little bit. 

Doug How did you catch your rabbits? 

Ron With rabbit traps - which were legal in those days. 

Doug Were they? 

Ron I remember dad had set a rabbit snare at a water trough, a Rabbit watering point.2  
We checked the snare on a couple of occasions, they hadn’t been attracted to the 
trap but, when we next checked the snare it was absolutely packed full of rabbits 
which was quite disgusting really. 

 
2 In retrospect these rabbit snares were quite cruel. 



 

 

Doug Yes, they get snared and they would die a pretty terrible death, wouldn’t they? 

Ron A lot of the farmers had pigs as a bit of a sideline.  We never had any pigs on the 
property.  Dad was a very keen vegetable gardener. We always had a large supply 
of fresh vegetables. 

Doug So, when other farmers had pigs what did they feed the pigs on? 

Ron Well there was always surplus grain from the cropping and quite often a big tub full 
of wheat would be boiled up and they’d throw some rabbits in as well, plus the 
scraps from the house. 

Doug Yes, because pigs will eat anything won’t they? They’ll eat you if they get a chance 
won’t they? 

Ron That’s right and that is no joke. 

Ron They warn you at the big piggeries, if you fall over, you’d have to be out quick 
before they started to attack you.  

Doug Yes, I mean they’re big creatures, aren’t they? 

Ron  Very big some of them. 

Doug Yes. I’ve met a couple of wild ones in my time and I didn’t fancy them much either. 

Ron That’s right. 

Doug Okay so you left Tammin at the age of 12? 

Ron Yes. 

Doug Where did you go after that? 

Ron We came to Gingin right here in town - 24 Robinson Street - which was a two-acre 
property, or block, that ran on to the Gingin Brook. One of my most memorable 
things was to come from a waterless area of the Wheatbelt, to find I could run 50 
metres down the hill from our house and actually catch a fish, a cobbler in the 
brook. This was just an amazing treat for me. We moved here in February. We had 
to live in a caravan for a few weeks, until the old house was tidied up to make it 
liveable. Around that time, the mosquitos at Gingin were horrible, horrendous.  
There must have been so many rainwater tanks in town, where they were 
breeding, plus the wet areas of the brooks. Poor old dad. We never had flywire 
screens on the house we were living in.  Each night dad would gather up some dry 
cow manure in a bucket, light it up and walk through the house in the evening to try 
and hunt the mosquitos. 

Doug Smoke them out? 

Ron Yes, smoke them out.  

Doug So, you got eaten alive, did you? 

Ron They were awful. 

Doug Why did the family come to Gingin? 

Ron Well the Farmer who my parents worked for, sold his properties in Tammin and he 
bought two properties to the north and west of Gingin, one on Cowalla Road and 
one in Beermullah. The Cowalla Road property was still virgin bush. Dad and  



 

 

other  farm workers cleared most of that.  The property in Beermullah was on the 
rich Beermullah Plain, very good soil. A lot of that property was still virgin and they 
also cleared that.  It was profusely covered with grass trees and the clearing was 
quite simple with a chain between two tractors but, a lot of burning up had to be 
done with the grass trees.  The early plantings of clover were extremely successful  
on the Beermullah property, which made that farm a very good farm.   

When the owner of the properties sold, my father spent the last few years of his 
working life at the Gingin Shire Council.  

My Mum was a very strong community minded person, quite dedicated to her 
Anglican religion.  Very strong member of the Red Cross and the CWA.  They both 
loved their sports. They played a lot of tennis and bowls. 

I went to school in Gingin at the old school for two more years.3  Then I left school 
and went working for a bee keeper partnership4. 

Doug Before we go to that then, let’s just talk about schooling again.  So, you came here 
to Gingin at age 12 and you obviously left school at age 14?  

Ron Yes. From Gingin School. 

Doug Gingin Primary? 

Ron Yes. 

Doug Okay and how many students were there? Can you remember? 

Ron I would have to be guessing. I would say probably in the region of 50 Students. 
They ranged from 1st Grade right through until Year 7. 

Doug Okay, and was that a one-teacher school? 

Ron No, I think from memory there were three teachers. It was a very solid building. It 
was such a shame that it was demolished, because it would have had quite a  lot 
of historic value. 

Doug What was it like being a kid at school in those days? 

Ron It was a bit of a challenge. Even in those days, we had a few bullies and you had to 
know your pecking order. I was never really a big lad so there were times when 
you had to turn the other cheek and walk away.  But, generally speaking, the 
students were very good and there wasn’t a lot of bullying went on.   

We all enjoyed our sports. The sporting oval was just to the right of our existing 
Shire Office, where football and cricket was played. Tennis and basketball was 
played on the old tennis courts within the school grounds.  

I guess the education was quite basic, because, when I left school, I’d been 
exposed to very little of the subjects of algebra and geometry. The main subjects 
were mathematics, history, geography and English. 

Doug Did you ever get the cane? 

Ron No, at the Tammin School, Frank Goddard never used the cane, but he smoked 
very heavily and I believe he had calluses on his big hands. He’d bend you over 
and give you a good smart smack on your backside.  I’m sure I never got the cane, 
which was probably more the good will of the teacher rather than my tendency to 

 
3 The school was located just beyond the Shire Office of today. 
4 Fewster and Daw. 



 

 

stray off the line. 

Doug Alright so you came to Gingin and you started working with a bee keeper after 
leaving school? 

Ron Yes. 

Doug How did that come about then? 

Ron Well I don’t know. It might have been the fact that my parents couldn’t afford to 
send me to boarding school. It was probably more a case of a small income could 
be generated by doing some work, I chose to take that option rather than try and 
pursue further education. 

Ron It was a major change in my life, because the life of a bee keeper in those days, 
(before they had central extracting honey plants), was much the life of a gypsy, so I 
spent quite a bit of my youth camped away from home, saw quite a bit of the state 
in doing so. I developed a genuine love and interest in the honey industry and the 
bees. During my 10 years of working for the bee keepers, I built up some bee hives 
of my own. I ran the bees as a part-time occupation when I chose to go and work 
for 10 years on a farm. 

Doug What work did you do on the farm? 

Ron It was mainly general sheep work, cropping, cattle management, we actually lived 
on the farm for eight years. It was not fully developed, and I was employed helping 
clear the property. It was more a management job in the latter years, as I spent 
most of my time on the farm at Beermullah.  We had a new house built on the 
property for us to move in to, it overlooked a fresh-water lake to the east of the 
homestead, a lake called Cranes Neck, it was a very nice place to live.  We always 
seemed to get earlier sea breezes than Gingin Town, when the east wind was 
blowing, we were getting a cooling breeze off the lake. 

Doug Lakes do tend to cool things down a bit, don’t they? 

Ron I had to come back quite a bit to the owner’s property closer to Gingin. We ran a 
cattle feed lot on the Beermullah property, which was the early days of grain 
feeding cattle. I found that very challenging and interesting, with good result.  We 
turned off some very prime cattle.  

Doug You mentioned a few minutes ago that you ran over your wife’s leg, so clearly you 
got yourself a wife? You married at some time? 

Ron That’s right.  When I came to Gingin my wife to be lived in Beermullah, on a farm 
not far from the property that dad worked on. I guess I struck up our relationship a 
few years after I left Gingin School. My wife to be, Betty, went to a little school at 
Beermullah. She had to start school a year earlier to maintain the numbers to hold 
the school open. She had to ride a horse to school, she had to ride, (as the crow 
flies), probably four and a half kilometres through a lot of virgin bushland.  Her 
father went through with an axe and blazed some of the trees to teach her the trail 
to get to the school. She would have to tie the horse up during the day, with water 
and a nose bag  of chaff and then ride home at night.   

Betty and I struck up a relationship and married in September 1965. In 1963 she 
was working at W & J Greenwell’s Store and used to board further on from where I 
lived at 24 Robinson Street.   

Betty had to ride her bike to work. We were engaged in 1963. We didn’t have a lot 
of money to our name.  We managed to purchase a property - a little weatherboard 
house in Robinson Street. That was our first dwelling.  Never had a gas stove or 



 

 

electric stove, we did have electricity. After marrying in 1964, Betty did all the 
cooking on a little two-burner gas stove, placed on a Bee Box!  

We went to Geraldton for three days for our honeymoon, returned to Gingin and 
started our married life in our little house. We had a daughter Lisa in 1967 and a 
son  Nigel  in 1970, that was our pigeon pair.  

In our 53 years of marriage, I felt I hadn’t inflicted too much pain on Betty, but 
backing over her with the gopher and damaging her left leg was pretty horrendous. 

Doug What was your wife’s name? 

Ron Betty, her parents christened her Bertha. She hated the name and was grateful to 
accept the name of Betty but, by strange coincidence, whilst it was a name she 
hated, my mother’s Christian name was Bertha. So, she did not complain much in 
the presence of Mum. 

Doug What was her family name? 

Ron Betty was a Harris. Her father was Eric and her mother Doris.  Eric was a son of a 
large family of Harris’s in the Beermullah area.  Eric and Doris had a property west 
of the Brand Highway. They applied and were granted a (Conditional Purchase) 
block to the east of the highway, just slightly further north of the homestead block. 
Eric and Doris worked extremely hard to develop it. Eric spent a lot of his life in the 
earlier days of developing the farm, going north on horseback for weeks on end, 
shooting kangaroos for kangaroo skin hides. That put food on the table and gave 
them a little bit of money to manage financially. 

Doug You mentioned you had two children?  

Ron Yes. 

Doug A boy and a girl.  What are their names? 

Ron Lisa Ann is our daughter, the eldest one and Nigel Cameron is our son. Lisa Ann is 
in her second marriage.  She was a very career driven girl in hairdressing, left it 
quite late in life to consider having a family.  Fortunately, they did and were 
blessed with a son, it was a little sad when they learnt that he was mildly autistic. 
He was declared mildly autistic and they got wonderful treatment and he’s a very 
clever young boy. Only aged 12 now, but he’s got an amazing brain. 

Ron And our son had a daughter, she’s now 18 and a son of 14, Ebony and Lucas. 
Sadly, our son’s marriage broke up seven years ago, they’ve gone their separate 
ways, but the children fortunately haven’t suffered a great deal, they are still very 
compatible with both parents.  

Doug So you worked at farming and you did part time bee keeping, but later you decided 
to become a commercial bee keeper? 

Ron That’s correct. 

Doug When was that? 

Ron When I was 33, one of our very close friends would join with us for annual leave. 
We’d take our children to Guilderton for our summer vacation and he said to me, or 
had been saying to me, ‘Ron, you must get out and do your own thing at some 
time in life’.  At the age of 33 I took the break and borrowed capital to buy a 
commercial bee keeping business of 300 hives, plant, equipment and Registered 
Apiary Sites. After a number of years our son joined me in partnership, he bought 
half of a commercial operation. We were running 600 hives between us. 



 

 

In 1996, I was aware that my body was not functioning correctly and in November 
of ’98, I was finally diagnosed with Motor Neurone Disease. I had to resign from my 
role of running the bees and our son took over the business. 

Doug What did you call the business? 

Ron It was just our own, RO & BA Pollard. 

Doug But it was a commercial business when you bought it? 

Ron That’s right, yes. Once I went into business for ourselves, I became very involved 
with the bee keeping industry.  I think the second year I was commercial bee 
keeping, I was nominated on to the Council of Bee Keepers Association of the 
then, Farmers’ Union. I held the role of President during my term there.  I think I 
served 23 years on the Bee Keepers section.  Always very involved with industry 
matters, when I could not operate my commercial bee keeping business, I 
remained on the Board of the honey packing company, Wescobee and served a 
role there, until the Wescobee Company was sold to Capilano in 2013. 

Doug You mentioned Motor Neurone Disease, so we’ll just deal with that at the moment.  
What impact has that had on your life? 

Ron Well, quite severe really, although my case as I’m talking to you today, it is 20 
years since I was diagnosed. I am one of the very, very fortunate cases of Motor 
Neurone Disease.  When I was diagnosed, the neurologist said ‘well, I think you 
should get all your affairs in order, you will be fortunate if you’re still with us in two 
years’.  So, I guess the impact was mentally quite severe.  Physically, I was still 
trying to do some activities with the bees with my son, but then it became apparent 
that I was not able strength-wise and security-wise.  So, I saw fit to involve myself 
with other matters. I was always a hands-on person to that point in life. 

I took on the role of Secretary of the Bowling Club and the outgoing Secretary 
introduced me to some basic computer skills. I went from a hands-on person to 
occupying a lot of my time in my office. Which, I believe was a saviour. I had to 
accept that I couldn’t play Tennis, Bowls or Golf anymore, swimming activities 
were restricted, so to maintain an interest elsewhere was important. 

Doug So, you with your Motor Neurone Disease, got to a stage where you actually 
retired from bee keeping? 

Ron That’s right. 

Doug Did you retire from other things like directorships and commercial involvements?  

Ron I didn’t at the time. I had to cease my bee keeping operation or activities, but I 
remained on the board of Wescobee for a number of years, right up until the 
company was sold to Capilano. 

Doug I’ve always wanted to meet a bee keeper to see if you’re covered in bee stings and 
I see you’re not, but have you had any bee stings? 

Ron Oh yes. 

Doug Many have you? 

Ron On an inclement weather day, you might get a couple of hundred bee stings. 

Doug Really? 

Ron You cover yourself. For efficiency in operation, I never used to wear any covering 
on my hands and that was where you got the majority of your stings, but I must 



 

 

admit in the latter years I probably got a little wiser or softer and I used to wear 
gloves as well.  With proper covering gear, you can get by without too many bee 
stings, plus the fact that we were involved with the Rottnest Island Bee Breeding 
Scheme, in which we were selecting and breeding more docile bees. 

Doug This is on Rottnest Island you said? 

Ron Yes. 

Doug So, you say ‘more docile bees’, so are you suggesting that the normal bees 
weren’t that docile then? 

Ron The Australian Honey Bee (Apis Melifera) was an introduced species. After their 
introduction, they existed in the bush, they bred back to a very black bee. They 
were very virile, but they were quite difficult to manage and they would be easily 
irritated to a point where they would attack you.  Whereas when we formed the 
Bee Breeding Scheme on Rottnest, we selected a more docile bee, taking the best 
stock to the next breeding year, continually selecting for the improved 
characteristics we were aiming to achieve. 

Doug So, tell me a bit about the bee industry then. You talked about travelling round a 
fair bit so what was involved in locating hives and moving them around then? 

Ron When Nigel and I were in partnership, we had six truck-loads of bees. We would 
have to study the floral source throughout the state. Mainly, we never went too far 
north of Geraldton, on a few occasions we did.  We mainly operated in the 
agricultural area of Western Australia. We had access via our ‘Registered Sites” to 
the CALM managed national parks and reserves, you would select an area where 
the floral source was indicating a potential nectar flow. 

You could register a government apiary site.  With that registration you paid an 
annual rental fee, that allowed you within that forest region to not have other bees 
placed within three kilometres. 

Doug So that suggests to me then that that gave you a territory for each bee hive? 

Ron That’s right, well for each load of bees.  

Doug Each load. 

Ron We always took one load to each site. 

Doug Okay, and how many hives were there in a load then? 

Ron 100, plus we would have 20 Nucleous (small) hives in the load for re-Queening 
hives with failed or Queenless Hives. 

Doug So, you obviously operated essentially south of Geraldton then? 

Ron Yes. 

Doug Did you go right around the south west of WA? 

Ron We went out as far as the Goldfields and down to the Mallee country in 
Ravensthorpe on the south coast. We had Registered Sites in the South-West 
Forest. There was still some Karri reserves left untouched, which hadn’t been 
clear-felled! Then further north into the Jarrah forests. We had sites in the 
Goldfields and Mallee on the South Coast, Wandoo in the South-East Wheatbelt 
Region. Most of the eucalypt species flower at different times of the year. We 
wintered our Hives in a section of the ‘Beekeepers Reserve’ on the south-west 



 

 

coastal region adjacent to Green Head and Leeman.  

Doug So, you need to know your species? 

Ron Yes, you had to understand nature quite a bit and have a good knowledge of the 
species. In the early years, a lot of bee keeping country was never required in the 
forest areas, due to the forests being so mature, plus, there was a lot of timber left 
on farms, but with the introduction of larger machinery, most farms don’t have 
enough timber to warrant putting bees on their private property. 

Doug Obviously, you need quite a bit of timber to make it worthwhile? 

Ron Yes, that’s right. 

Doug How long would you be away when you’d take your hives, or a truckload of hives, 
out and put them in a location?  How long would you leave them there before you 
went back? 

Ron Well if the floral source was producing nectar as you had envisaged, every two to   
three weeks you would go and harvest the hives. 

Doug You did a lot of travelling didn’t you? 

Ron Yes. It was six trips to get your bees on to a reliable source. We had a mobile 
honey extracting van plus a living van. We would go to the region and spend a 
fortnight harvesting the honey from the six loads, bring the honey back in bulk form 
in 44-gallon drums and drop it to the packing house of Wescobee. 

Doug How do you get the honey out of the bee hive? 

Ron Each hive is normally three boxes high. The boxes are called ‘Supers’ and the 
bottom “Super” is for the breeding area, for the Queen to maintain the bee 
numbers in the hive, the next two “Supers” above would be your Honey Supers. In 
each Super there are eight frames, (individual Honey Combs) and when these 
Combs were capped and full, you would go to the hive and remove these Supers.  

When the bees gather the nectar it’s very high in moisture. The bees would rework 
the nectar, (at night), remove the moisture out of the nectar and pack the neat 
honey into the honey comb. Once the cell was full, they would then seal it with a 
wax seal. 

When you took the combs in to the mobile honey plant you had a steam-heated 
knife that would uncap the caps, expose the raw honey and then that comb will go 
with 20 others into a centrifugal machine that drew the honey out of the comb.   

Doug So, it spun around and the honey came out? 

 Yes. In the earlier years, we would remove the hive lid, put a cloth pad with 
carbolic acid sprinkled on to the pad - the scent would drive the bees from the 
Honey Super into the bottom Super of the hive. Then, you would just take the 
Super off with the eight frames and take them into the mobile plant.  However, 
honey exported to Germany was found to have a miniscule residue and these pads 
were removed from use. 

Doug How did the bees make the honeycombs? 

Ron They secrete wax from the gland at the back of their head. 

Doug They’re incredible creatures, aren’t they?  



 

 

Ron Oh, they are, yes. 

Doug Yes, and of course, in the meantime as a spare time job they pollinate plants, don’t 
they? 

Ron Yes. 

Doug Amazing.  So, tell me, how does a Queen Bee form? Where does she come from? 

Ron A Queen Bee can be developed within an existing hive. The worker bee egg is a 
female, if fed Royal Jelly the egg when it hatches to a lava, will develop from a 
worker bee into a Queen Bee, being able to reproduce eggs for breeding. 

On introduction to Australia, a complete hive had to be brought to Australia with a 
Queen. Only one Queen is normally in each hive and she maintains control of all 
her workers and her drones up until a point, (normally during the springtime), the 
hive becomes over-populated and the bees commence to raise a new Queen. 
They feed a female lava royal jelly instead of honey and pollen. The Queen cell 
develops. The old Queen orders the bees to pull that cell down but, she loses 
control due to over-population, they won’t respond to her instructions! Before the 
hatching of the young Queen the old Queen will gather a band of her population 
with her, leave the parent hive and land in a tree or go into another site. 

Doug So, they’ll swarm off somewhere else and that’s where the swarms come from? 

Ron That’s right a swarm is normally an old Queen with a gathering of her workers. 
Then the Queen cell hatches and within three days, the virgin Queen goes out and 
mates on the wing - may mate three or four times on the wing - returning to the 
hive and forever retains sperm, to fertilise up to 2000 eggs per day, to raise new 
bees. 

Doug Right, so she can fertilise a large number of bees then, can she? How long a life 
does she have? 

Ron She will live probably up to six or seven years, but from a production point of view, 
the commercial Bee Keeper generally tries to re-Queen her after two years. The 
worker bee, working on a heavy honey crop, only lasts about three weeks of life. 

Doug Really? 

Ron Yes. 

Doug Are the worker bees what we call drones? 

Ron No. The worker bee is a female bee, (that hasn’t been fed royal jelly, only pollen 
and honey), the drone is the male species. They do very little, other than mate the 
virgin Queen. 

Doug So, the worker bee is the female bees that are not Queens, they’re the ones that 
go out and get the honey? 

Ron They forage for all the food. 

Doug Right and they, only live about three weeks?  

Ron When they’re on a heavy honey crop.  

Doug Gosh.  It’s a hard life being a bee isn’t it? 

Ron It is. 



 

 

Doug Mind you, the Queen probably you could say has it easy but, then again, I doubt if 
she does.  She probably has a fairly tough life herself? 

Ron Well yes, she’s very spoilt. She’s fed readily all the time and preened and kept 
clean by the worker bees.  All she’s got to do is maintain authority and lay eggs.  

Doug Yes, and it’s not that easy though is it? 

Doug Well what we’ll do is we’ll stop there and then next time we come together I’ll get 
you talking about the development of Gingin and the area generally over the years, 
your involvement with the Gingin Men’s Shed and anything else that you can think 
of with regards to your family and grandchildren. 

Doug My name is Doug Ayre and the date is the 25th of January 2019, and I’m continuing 
with the interview of Ron Pollard in Gingin.  Ron welcome, good to see you. 

Ron Glad to be here. 

Doug I’ve just split my head open, haven’t I?  Right, okay, so tell me about your 
involvement with the Gingin Men’s Shed. 

Ron We fortunately had a local resident, who believed that a further improvement to our 
community would be to establish a Men’s Shed. He and his wife were originally 
from the Wheatbelt, around Mukinbudin. Mukinbudin was one of the very early 
West Australian Men’s Sheds that commenced - built a huge Men’s Shed building 
and membership. They hosted a state gathering, for the official opening of their 
new shed. Our resident and his wife went to the Opening, came back enthused 
and started discussing the possibility of developing a Men’s Shed in Gingin. In April 
2010 we held a gathering of interested parties to see if there was interest to pursue 
the matter further. Interest was clearly demonstrated at the gathering, so we 
started looking at the possibilities of where we might be able to begin gathering as 
a Men’s Shed group.  Some possibilities were offered.   

The greatest offer came from our Gingin Golf Club. Some years previous they had 
built a new club house and the old club shed was somewhat vacant, they invited 
the interested members of our Men’s Shed to look at the premises. Most of us had 
a dual role, being involved with the golf. We had a busy bee to tidy up the shed 
and made it presentable.   

We had running water at the building, an old sink, power. One of our local 
electricians came, made sure the lighting was reasonable and put some power 
points around, this was a voluntary gesture by Arthur and we got underway.   

At that point, we had established a steering committee, we appointed an official 
body, became incorporated and worked in harmony at the old building at the golf 
club.  As the membership grew, it became apparent that we were limited, due to 
the fact we didn’t have enough room to expand our workshop, but we carried on 
there for a number of years.  

Whilst at this building, we expressed an interest in restoring the old Gingin Water 
Wheel. This resulted to be a wonderful project for our group, because it involved 
nearly all the members. It was probably the assurance that our shed was going to 
be very successful. On one of the British Car Days, we had the pleasure of 
opening or releasing the water wheel, which we had restored at the Shire Depot, 
because our shed was not large enough to take on such a project. We released 
the water wheel - one of our greater projects - that we have embarked on.   

Time went by and, as I stated, we became short of workspace. A new Ambulance 
Centre was built in Gingin - the old site and buildings were advertised for clubs or 
groups to express an interest. We had formed a working partnership - with the 
Lions Club. Gingin and Chittering Lions Club had embarked on a large project to 



 

 

restore the old Gingin Railway Station and surrounds.  They enquired to our group 
as to whether we would be willing to assist where possible with that restoration 
project, which The Gingin Men’s Shed Inc willingly agreed to do.   

When the expressions of interest were being made to the Shire, for the old 
Ambulance Centre and Buildings, we made a joint application with the Lions Club, 
as we were a dual community group, it strengthened our chances of getting 
approval. We were very pleased to receive the notification that the lease of the 
property and buildings was being made available to the Lions Club and the Gingin 
Men’s Shed.  From that point on we got really further enthused. We realised that 
the buildings that were there were only adequate for very minor operations, so we 
started planning a new shed on the site, (which would take up virtually all the 
remaining area of the 3 Horan Street site).   

We applied to the Lotteries Commission for the possibility of some grant funding to 
build the new shed.  At the time we only had 25 official members.  On discussion 
with the Lotteries Commission regards grant funding, it became apparent that our 
membership number posed a problem for the Grants Committee to fund a 
$180,000 project.  We would have to seek large funding assistance from another 
group, to assist the chances of funding such a project with our small membership 
number.   

At that meeting, I was joined with two other members of the Shed. One of the 
members was a past member of our Bendigo Community Bank Board. I was still 
on the Board. I made the statement that I thought we would get a reasonable 
hearing from our Bendigo Bank franchise Company with regard some funding, the 
person from Lotteries West said, ‘I’m talking about a reasonable sum of money’ I 
said, ‘well, I believe, that may be possible’. When we assured Lotteries West that 
our Bendigo Bank would, possibly support the project to the tune of $50,000.  

It changed the opinion of the Lottery West Board considerably. We were very 
fortunate in that they granted us $118,000, which assured us we could get the 
project of the new shed underway.  As with many large projects, the budget was 
strained a little, we went back to the Bendigo Bank and they very generously 
granted a further $25,000 to ensure the project was built to a good standard and 
exactly what was required. 

Doug That was good wasn’t it? 

Ron That was good! That is all history now. The new shed is now fitted out. Because of 
the increase in membership numbers, we are looking at extending the mezzanine 
floor in the new shed by another 10 metres by 5, installing a dustproof air-
conditioned room on the mezzanine, with access for the disabled, via a lift. We 
believe this room will serve as a computer classroom, plus other activities for 
members that may not wish to involve themselves with metalwork or woodwork.  

We believe, there are potential members out there who will join the Men’s Shed, 
when we have this facility. That brings us up to about where we are today.  We 
have applied for funding once again from Lotteries West for this project, which 
looks like costing approximately $70,000 to extend the mezzanine, complete the 
dust-proof room, and to the purchase and install the lift.  

Once again, our Bendigo Bank has looked favourably upon us and a further 
$10,000 grant has been approved, from them.   

We are at the point of asking the shed builder/manufacturer to go ahead with the 
planned extension. 

Doug So, who was the shed builder? 



 

 

Ron It is Pure Steel Sheds. Andrew Quince from Muchea. When we originally built the 
new large shed, we had pursued many shed manufacturing contractors. At the 11th 
hour, we were given the advice of this local Muchea identity –  Pure Steel Sheds. 
We were so pleased in that we went ahead with his quote, which came in 
considerably less than others we had. We believe the structure of the shed we 
finished up with was probably 40% stronger than the original quotes received!   

So, once again we are looking to Pure Steel Sheds for the extension, that will put 
our shed in a position, which will cater for members for many years to come. 

Doug Where is the shed again? 

Ron It is in 3, Horan Street. Which was the old Ambulance Centre. 

Doug I know where you mean. Well that’s quite a substantial building? 

Ron Oh, it is, yes. 

Doug How many members have you got now Ron? 

Ron We currently have 64 members, which is incredible. 

Doug And you think you’ll grow it more? 

Ron Well we’re hoping so.  Due to the provision of a facility for members who have not 
been attracted previously. Of the 64 Members we have, 43 are fully paid members.  
The others are social members, who choose to come to the Shed for the social 
morning tea and chatter. With the social membership, they cannot use the 
machinery in the Shed. 

Doug Still I mean social interaction is so important in a community? 

Ron Yes, it is one of the very important features of the ‘Men’s Shed’ models and ethics. 

Ron We open Tuesdays about 8:30 am and go through until 1:30 or 2 pm. We always 
have morning tea, a number of the members have displayed their ability in 
catering. We always have lunch on Tuesday, we open again on Thursday morning 
8:30 am and run through until lunchtime. 

Doug I don’t know much about Men’s Shed but because it’s called a ‘Men’s Shed’ does 
that mean that membership is only open to men? 

Ron That is, the whim of the Board of Management - and the members of the shed.  
There are Men’s Sheds that actually have female members. We have chosen to 
this point in time, to include the wives and partners at our Christmas break-up 
functions and a few other activities we have at the shed, but we currently don’t 
have a female membership. 

Doug Apart from repairing and restoring the water wheel - which is magnificent by the 
way - what else do you do? 

Ron Well, any little projects that the aged people in the community cannot manage 
around the house. The men are currently looking at replacing some timber in a 
member’s house.  He’s wheelchair bound and the white ants have got in to some 
of the roof timber, they are going to replace them.  

We have a policy of not tackling jobs to the disadvantage of the local businesses.  
We don’t advertise to do mechanical work. Most of the work that’s conducted at the 
Shed is virtually voluntary. One of our members is excellent with small motors - 
chain saws and lawn mowers, he is very good at repairing and getting them 



 

 

functioning again for the locals, all that is asked is a donation to our Shed.   

Also, we have one member that’s excellent with electrical function, plus, 
computers.  He’s very skilled with that.  He has the ability to check our fire 
extinguishers and safety records. We’re fortunate we have a good blend of people 
that have many and varied skills. 

Doug Well it sounds like it’s quite an asset to the community? 

Ron Well it is. We have members whom our local GP has confidentially referred to us. 
One of the models of the Men ’s Shed is mental health and general health, she has 
noted the improvements in certain patients after becoming members of our Shed. 
They gain in confidence, feel they have a means of contribution to the community 
and this improves their health and well-being. 

Doug Well they make some new mates, don’t they and that helps? 

Ron That’s right. 

Doug I can imagine come Christmas time you’d be busy making toys and things like that 
would you? 

Ron Well we haven’t embarked on that activity yet.  We seem to be doing a lot of 
furniture repair.  We’re trying to keep the Shed more a social activity place to be. A 
few of our members are very strong on trying to generate income.  We are trying to 
maintain a balance, where you don’t necessarily come to the Shed to work. If you 
just want to come to the Shed and tinker with a project, that is all right. 

Ron The model of the Men’s Shed concept has gone extremely far and wide within 
Australia. I forget the current number of Sheds in WA alone, most country towns, 
and a lot of Perth suburbs are starting Men’s Sheds. Quite a lot of them don’t have 
the good fortune that we have had, with such a large and well-appointed building, 
to work in. Some of them just meet for a coffee, a chat and play cards, it’s a 
wonderful Australian-wide project. 

Doug It’s a tremendous project, I think. Something for the blokes. 

Doug Now then, I’d like to go on to get you talking about developments in the Gingin 
area.  You go back quite a way so tell me about the changes that you’ve seen. 

Ron My family first looked at Gingin in the early ‘50’s, I was only 10 or 11 at the time. 
The town of Gingin struck me as a quaint little, English type of village. The 
freshwater brook running right through the town was just something to behold 
coming from the Wheatbelt town of Tammin, which was very reliant on ‘Scheme’ 
water via the Mundaring to Kalgoorlie pipeline.  

Doug Pretty dry and dusty at times? 

Ron I could see the town of Gingin was a town which had quite a deal of history. As 
with many small country towns, there were, large families that possibly didn’t 
venture too far from the community. You could sense a real feeling of community in 
the district.   

As I stated previously, it was 1956 when we actually moved. From that point on, 
whilst some people used to refer to Gingin, as a sleepy, little, village. However, 
things began to develop. The Bowling Club was established in that era, plus the 
Golf Club. They were facilities that weren’t established when we came here.  The 
population grew, more people were attracted to the community.   

The Gingin Shire is quite amazing within the diversity of agriculture and 
horticulture.  The nucleus of the cray-fishing industry was established when we 



 

 

moved to Gingin. We’ve seen the development of a lot of horticulture into the 
Shire, there are huge chicken growing sheds, huge Egg production, plus, multiple 
breeding and grower piggeries.   

Our coastal towns have developed considerably, through the guidance of a very 
enthused CEO, Shire Clerk who came here in 1959. His name was Norm Wallace 
and he had the vision of huge potential for the Shire. Due to his enthusiasm and 
the great backing of a lot of the early settlers who were involved in the Shire 
Council or Road Board of those days. The roads and the facilities in the Shire 
began to grow and improve.  

The Gingin community evolved from what was termed, as a sleepy village to a 
village that was on the move.  We now enjoy the wonderful facilities situated 
throughout the Shire, having three major coastal towns and many developed 
residential lots. A lot of requests were made from the other towns and communities 
in the Shire, for infrastructure they were accommodated, we now have the bustling 
Shire that’s becoming nearly suburban to the Perth area. 

Doug What’s the population? Do you know? 

Ron I’d have to guess. I believe the permanent residency of the Shire is, in region of 
6,000 to 8,000 but look, I’m guessing, so please, don’t quote me.5 

Doug You mentioned the coastal towns? Which coastal towns are they? 

Ron On the southern end is Guilderton, or Moore River, then we go north to Seabird, 
Ledge Point and Lancelin. Within that area of the coast there are possibly five 
residential developments, a lot of population on the coast now.  A number of the 
home owners, would not be permanent, being week-enders. My estimation of 
6,000 is probably incorrect. 

Doug So, Gingin has developed from the sleepy little community to a substantial busy 
community? 

Ron That’s correct, yes, quite a lot of employment now for the back-packer.  

Whilst I was on the Board of the Bendigo Bank, and I’ll stand corrected, there was 
a statement made that a huge percentage of the total food production of Western 
Australian comes out of the Gingin Shire. 

Doug Really? 

Ron Yes. 

Doug You are an apiarist I think is the correct term? 

Ron That’s right. 

Doug And Gingin’s been a bit of a centre for beekeeping has it not? 

Ron Yes, it has, some of the early families here were beekeepers. The families 
expanded in number, most of their siblings took on the role of commercial 
beekeeping. Gingin and surrounding areas lends itself geographically with floral 
species conducive to commercial honey production, because, thankfully there is 
still a large area virgin bushland, that’s of great value to beekeeping.  

Commercial beekeeping is now a very migratory occupation with the movement of 
bees. The region of Gingin having close proximity to the honey packing and 
marketing houses in Perth, is an added feature of being domiciled in Gingin. 

 
5 Population is currently of the order of 5,600 but 8,000 is predicted in due course. 



 

 

Doug I always get the feeling that you’re close enough to Perth for convenience but 
you’re far enough away to be able to be left alone. 

Ron That is the case Doug, sadly, well somewhat sadly, it is going to change. 

Ron Population will expand further north and whilst that is good for ensuring added 
businesses are attracted, improving access to professional services. Sadly, along 
with the population growth comes the uninvited situations that arise. 

Doug I understand.  Now, family, wife, children and grandchildren?  

Ron We are very fortunate in having a close link with our daughter and son and our 
three blessed grandchildren. 

Doug You’ve got one daughter and one son, have you?  

Ron That’s correct. 

Doug And where do they live? 

Ron The son still lives in Gingin and our daughter lives in Darlington. 

Doug Oh yes, I know Darlington. So, they’ve got children? 

Ron Our son has a daughter 18 and a son 14.  Our daughter, Lisa, has a son. Lisa was 
a very professionally focussed woman in her early years and left it late in life to 
consider a family, Lisa and Husband, Jez were only blessed with one son and 
could not have any more. 

Doug And your wife and you were married when? 

Ron We were married on the 18th day of September 1965. With a bank loan we 
purchased a small cottage and block in Robinson Street, like a lot of young 
marrieds of that era, we had very little funds to provide the house with a lot of 
luxuries. 

Ron Through saving, plus tight budgets, we managed to pay off our loan and keep the 
children fed and clothed. My wife Betty has always been a very diligent worker and 
always managed to bring some funds into the household, we got through. 

Doug Good, as you do.  Your wife’s very involved in community activities I gather? 

Ron She’s not terribly involved with the sporting side of the community, but, with the 
little spare time she has, she does get involved in the community activities, I’m 
hoping her recent small accident and time of convalescence, might have given her 
a different view of life without working all the time. 

Doug Now then this is the big question. Like me, you’ve been around for a while, what 
have you learned in life that you would pass on to young people? 

Ron I think I’ve learnt that being involved with your community gives you many, many 
rewards and a feeling of achievement and belonging. Maintaining a respect for 
your elders, is something I would recommend to our youth.  

I endeavour to pass on a bit of tactful advice where and when I can, to the younger 
society.   

I am aware, there are activities that we weren’t exposed to and didn’t have to 
manage in our youth.  Sadly, the drugs in society is such a shocking development, 
I try and impress on my grandchildren and our youth, there’s a lot of enjoyment in 
life without having to partake in drugs, or activities of that nature.   



 

 

Being involved and contributing to your community is character building. It is 
unfortunate when a community grows to a point where the public perception is 
‘well, somebody else might do that’ sadly, when that perception prevails, one 
doesn’t get the value of the feeling, you have been part of the development of your 
community.  I feel that seems to be the case.  

When our children were at the local school here, we had huge parent input and 
participation. I did a three-year term, as the President of the P and C, which I 
thoroughly enjoyed.  I got full support of the parents and the teaching staff, in 
particular, one of the principals, Gerry Brown, was ever so supportive.  We’d hold a 
busy bee at the school to develop some improvements, he would be one of the first 
people attending in the morning.  Sadly, that is not the case now. The numbers of 
pupils at the school has grown considerably from when I was President, I’m 
saddened to learn, they get very little parental support now. 

Gingin, being so close to the suburban area, we now unfortunately witness, the 
majority of our staff at the school, the police station, and other services in the town, 
commute from the suburbs of Perth to Gingin, rather than become resident.   

We were fortunate, in our era, most of the employees were residents of the town. I 
believe, being a resident, you have a lot different appreciation of your community.   

Doug Well is there anything you’d like to add Ron before we wrap up? 

Ron I just wish that our community continues to be one that has a lot of local 
participation and pride in our Shire. With the expansion of population, I hope our 
facilities are respected and continue to be used. 

Doug Well thank you for talking to me and giving me your time.  What’ll happen now is 
we’ll prepare a transcript document which puts in words what you’ve said and I’ll 
give you a copy and ask you to check it, particularly to check the names, spelling 
of names and places and people and dates and things like this.  And once we’ve 
done that, I’ll get you to sign the release document and we’ll put it in the archives. 

Ron Can I research some figures that I was unsure of like population or will you have 
access to that? 

Doug Well I can do that, but if you would like to then when we give you the transcript, if 
you come up with some figures just let me know, write it in the margin and we’ll put 
it in as a footnote so that it’s mentioned in the transcript. 

Ron Now the transcript how will I receive that? 

Doug I will mail it to you. 

Ron And it’ll be on disc or thumb drive? 

Doug No, it’ll be a hard copy. Written. Is that okay? How would you prefer it? 

Ron I’d prefer it in electronic form. 

Doug Right, easy. 

Ron I actually have learnt track changing and I think I would prefer to make any 
alterations via track changing. 

Doug I can do that for you.  So, if I email that to you will that be alright? 

Ron Yes. I suppose it’ll be quite a lengthy email? 



 

 

Doug You’re probably looking at 40 or 50 pages but that’s okay. 

Ron But I can do that. Is there a time frame that I’ve got to try and work within? 

Doug It would be nice to have it done in a few weeks, but I’m not looking at days or 
anything like that. 

Doug Do you have any time limits? 

Ron Well I may be not with my desk top here in February for a couple of weeks. 

Doug Okay alright so are we a goer? 

Ron But if you can get it to me by the end of January. Would that be possible? 

Doug No, it won’t be possible by the end of January how about by the end of February? 

Ron Yes. That’ll work well. 

Doug Good one that sounds good Ron.  Beautiful, thank you for your time. 

 

 


