
 
 

 



 
 

 

 
  



 
 

 
 

 
 
NOTES TO THE READER ON INTERPRETATION OF THIS TRANSCRIPT 

 
Readers of this oral history transcript need to be aware that it is not strictly a 
verbatim transcript of the words as spoken during the interview which was conducted 
in the form of a natural conversation between the interviewer and the person being 
interviewed with the interviewee reading from his notes at times.  
 
Some changes have been made in order to clarify what was intended and to 
facilitate the flow of the document. 
 
Please refer to the notes following to aid interpretation of the transcript. 
 
 
Note 1  
 
The recording runs for a total of seven tracks for a total of 2 hours and 38 minutes. 
 
Note 2 
 
Where the interviewer has used words such as ‘Yes’, ‘Right’ or ‘OK” as an 
encouragement, but not as anything else then these words have not been 
transcribed unless they are relevant for the context. Commonly used habitual 
phrases have also been deleted from the transcript.  
 
Note 3 
 
The interviewer has inserted occasional words (which are not in the original 
recording) into the transcript in order to clarify the context of what was being said. 
These words are shown in the form they would say.  
 
Note 4 
 
Where a sentence has a series of dots in the text such as ……… this indicates that 
the speaker paused, the recording was not clear enough to transcribe accurately 
what was said or the following speaker interrupted what was being said. 
 
Note 5 
 
The interviewer is referred to as ‘Doug’ in the transcript and to the subject speaker 
is referred to as ‘Robert’ as appropriate. 
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INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT 
 

Speaker Text 
Doug My name is Doug Ayre, the date is the 6th of August 2018 and I’m interviewing 

Mr Robert Brodie-Hall on behalf of the Gingin Resource Centre for the Shire of 
Gingin Oral History Project at the Community Resource Centre in Gingin.   

Doug Let’s kick off with a bit of your family background and how you came to live in 
the Gingin Shire if you would?  

Robert I was born in Kalgoorlie on the 11th of January 1944.  I was the second born to 
Lawrence Charles Brodie-Hall and Dorothy Brodie-Hall.  I already had an elder 
sister and, ultimately, I would end up with two sisters and two brothers.  My dad 
migrated from the UK in 1924 as a 14-year-old, worked for some time in the 
agriculture industry as a farm labourer, eventually finding his way to Western 
Australia, where he got involved in mining as a prospector and ultimately ended 
up as a mining executive with Western Mining.   

My mother was an only child, the daughter of Ernest Jolly and Kitty Jolly. Ernest 
Jolly was an accountant for the Kalgoorlie Firewood Company in Kalgoorlie and 
eventually became a director of the Earlston Pastoral Company.  So, I have a 
background in mining and agriculture through my grandparents.  I spent all of 
my, formative years in the Goldfields. We lived in Bullfinch and Kalgoorlie, had 
a short break in the 18 months we lived in Melbourne but most of the time I 
lived in the Goldfields. So, I always say that I was ‘Goldfields born and bred’.  I 
started my education in Norseman, went to primary school in Bullfinch and 
Christ Church Grammar School in Perth  for   four years between the ages of 
11 and 15 and then continued my education at Eastern Goldfields High School 
in Kalgoorlie and then to Muresk Agricultural College at Northam.   

After I left Muresk I went to work in Esperance. I had my first job in Esperance.  
I worked for two years for a farmer on a 2,000-acre property and then I moved 
on to work for Esperance Land Development Company which was a big 
agricultural development company involved in developing 100,000 acres a year.   
I got most of my agricultural experience working with Esperance Land 
Development.   

I got married in 1968 and an opportunity arose to manage a property that had 
been bought by my father and some of his mining associates.  They’d bought a 
property at Gingin and he offered me the opportunity to manage it for them and 
so in August 1968, with my wife, we came to live in Gingin. When we first came 
to Gingin, we lived out at Gingin West which is out on the junction of the Gingin 
Brook Road the now Indian Ocean Drive and Caraban Road. We had 2,000 
acres on five titles. The Moore River was the boundary on the Northern and 
Western boundaries of the property and the farm was on both sides of all the 
roads at the intersection.  Probably it would have been called ‘Four Corners’ 
because there were four corners right in the middle of the farm but we 
eventually - or my dad eventually - decided to name the property ‘Carolyn 
Downs’ after my wife and so she had a 2,000 acre  property named after her.   

It was a different proposition to farming at Gingin West than it was farming in 
Esperance.  In Esperance any land that had sand more than three feet deep 
was regarded as deep sand and basically un-farmable.  When we came to the 
Gingin West property, there’d been a lot of hydrological studies done on the 
land by the CSIRO and there was evidence that the sand that we were farming 
on at Gingin West was anything up to 2,000 feet deep.  There was basically no 
subsoil, it was just sand all the way to the centre of the earth as far as we could 
work out.  And so it had a very high demand for fertiliser and it was inherently 



 
 

poor land. It had been built up over the years with blue lupin crops which had 
put nitrogen and natural organic material back into the soil, but it was basically 
poor land suitable really only for grazing.   

We were about 80 kilometres from Perth, whereas previously in Esperance, 
we’d been 800 kilometres from Perth, so we found it quite exciting to be living 
so close to the metropolitan area and took advantage of the fact that we were 
so close to everything by making frequent visits to the city for sport, recreation, 
entertainment. We would go down to Perth, just to go to the drive-ins and come 
back home again the same night, whereas in Esperance that would have been 
regarded as a real chore.   

In 1968, the roads weren’t all that flash. Between the farm and Wanneroo, 60 or 
70 kilometres, the whole roadside was plagued with kangaroos and if you were 
driving at night it was inevitable that you would be ducking and weaving around 
kangaroos crossing the road. The road between the farm and Gingin was 
basically unsealed, so a trip into Gingin from the farm was over corrugated 
limestone, marl constructed roads.  

As a lot of farms would have been at the time, we had no electricity. We had to 
generate our own electricity, we had to pump our own water, there was no 
services laid on to the farm and at that time if we had had a family we would 
have qualified as ‘isolated parents’ and yet we were only living 80 kilometres 
from the metropolitan area, which seemed to be a strange anomaly.  

I guess we were isolated out at Gingin West a little.  We had two neighbouring 
families in close proximity the Grants at Riverbrook Pastoral Company at the 
junction of the Moore River and the Gingin Brook. They had been living there 
for quite some time.  They had a telephone connected so we were able to go 
down to Alf Grant’s and make a telephone call if we had to.   

The Kings were a couple of kilometres away on Caraban Road and the Kings 
had been living in Gingin for years. They knew everyone and everything that 
was going on in the area and were very friendly and accommodating 
neighbours. 

Doug Let’s just go back because I’m a little bit intrigued, being an electrical engineer, 
to your electricity supply on the farm.  How did you generate it? 

Robert At that time, we had a single-cylinder Lister diesel engine driving a 5kVA 
generator and it was a system wired to the house where the first light on 
automatically started the lighting plant and the last light off automatically shut it 
down. So, you didn’t have to run up to the lighting plant shed and in the 
morning crank it up and run up there at night and turn it off. It was all automatic. 

Robert I remember on one occasion coming home from Gingin on a Saturday night to 
watch the Floyd Patterson and Sonny Liston fight. We got home, turned the 
lights on, the lighting plant cranked up, we turned the TV on and the fight was 
just starting and the lighting plant ran out of fuel.  By the time we raced up, 
refuelled the lighting plant and got back to the house the fight was over 
because it only lasted one round and so such were the inconveniences if you 
didn’t keep your eye on the fuel level. 

Doug Did it produce 240 volts? 

Robert Yes, you could run all your household appliances TVs and such like. 

Doug So, you had standard electricity supply? 

Robert Yes. 



 
 

Doug When did the SEC bring the mains in then? 

Robert We sold the property in 1978 and as we were moving away from the farm to go 
and live in Gingin the SEC arrived and connected the power up.  So, we 
actually never got to enjoy SEC power while we were living out at Gingin West. 

Doug So, what year was that? Do you remember? 

Robert 1978.  

Doug How long did you stay at that farm then? 

Robert 10 years. 

Robert Yes, from 1968. 

Doug What happened to that farm? 

Robert When we sold, it was because the mining industry had changed and the mining 
people that were involved didn’t want to be involved in the farm anymore, so 
they decided to sell. We applied to the Council to make a subdivision. It already 
had five titles and we applied to the council to have it subdivided.  That 
application was refused so the property was offered for sale as five separate 
lots. I can’t remember exactly how it was sold but it was no longer under one 
ownership. There were three or four people who bought it and it became more 
intensively farmed. One block became a market garden and one block became 
an orchard and so it ceased to be a broad-acre farm. 

Doug I presume they had access to water from the river, did they? 

Robert Yes, there were three blocks that fronted the river so water wouldn’t have been 
a  problem, but there was plenty of underground water there anyway. 

Doug So you could pump water as required?   

Robert It was either serviced by windmills from bores or from the river. 

Doug When you lived on the property what did you use for drinking water? 

Robert Bore-water. 

Robert We used bore-water in the house for domestic purposes and we used river 
water to water the garden and for stock water. 

Doug So you lived on the farm for 10 years and then I presume your father and his 
partners then sold it and you moved on to somewhere else? 

Robert Well in 1978, my father bought another farm at Regan’s Ford and I was farming 
that from the Gingin West property. The only improvements on the Regan’s 
Ford block was a shed so I travelled between Gingin West and Regan’s Ford to 
plant crops and manage stock and that sort of deal. But in 1978 when we sold 
the Gingin West farm, we came to live in Town and initially we rented a house 
on the corner of Robinson Street and Edgar Street which was owned by Doris 
and Eric Harris and we lived there for a couple of years through 1978/79. In 
1979 we started to build our own house in Lefroy Street on a six-acre block of 
land that we purchased from Mr Norman Fewster and we eventually moved into 
our own house in 1980.  

So, we’d now made a transition from 10 years of living on the farm to living in 
town where we had the benefits of services laid on. We had water running - fed 
straight into the house - we didn’t have to pump water into a tank and check the 
water in the tank.  We had power coming into the front of the house. We didn’t 
have to worry about the lighting plant running out of fuel. We had our mail 
delivered. We had our rubbish picked up. Living in town was a real luxury. 



 
 

Doug What about heating? 

Robert Heating was easy. Well the house had a wood fire - a wood burning fire - but 
heating’s never much of a problem. Cooling was probably more important than 
heating so we had air conditioning installed in the house. 

Robert When we came to Gingin in 1968 it was a pretty small town.  I think the school 
might have had four teachers and I don’t know how many students but it was a 
very small school.  By 1978 the town had changed quite a bit.  In 1968 the 
streets in the town weren’t necessarily bituminised - they were gravel. Robinson 
Street  and Lefroy Street would have been gravel so when driving down 
Robinson Street in the summer you would have created a cloud of dust that 
would’ve settled in people’s living areas and any washing if it was hanging on 
the line. 

Robert There were always a lot of facilities in town. When we came to town Carolyn 
and I both played tennis, we both played golf and we were sort of involved in 
the social activity in the town. I remember the old Agricultural Hall in Constable 
Street was the social centre of town. It’s where all the dances, and birthday 
parties, and anniversary parties and wedding receptions, and everything was 
held. We used to play badminton in the hall and there used to be a picture 
show. I can’t remember how frequently but probably once a month, maybe once 
a fortnight.  A travelling projectionist would come to town, set up his projection 
equipment in the projection box at the southern end of the hall and we used to 
be able to go to the movies. If you were in the know you could go and have a 
word to the projectionist and he would create a ‘birthday greetings’ display to 
put up on the screen during the interval so that if you wanted to wish someone 
a happy birthday you could get it put it up on the screen. 

Doug Using a slide projection? 

Robert I don’t know what he used. He just used a screen at the front of the hall and he 
could show that. 

It wouldn’t have been too comfortable because there were no permanent 
chairs.   All the chairs were stacked up at the back of the hall and so whenever 
there was an event on where you needed chairs you had to arrange all the 
chairs in the hall. And so, when you went to the pictures you sat in a fairly hard 
seat and you bought your own blankets to drape over your knees while you 
watched the movie if it was cold.  

The old Agricultural Hall was a scene of great festivities. New Year’s Eve was 
always a big affair and in a joint arrangement with the tennis club and the 
bowling club the members used to get together and decorate the hall with 
streamers and balloons and coloured lights. And there could be anything up to, 
over 100 people   at a New Year’s Eve Ball.  They were mostly cabaret style 
where tables were set up around the edges of the hall to leave room for 
dancing in the middle.  Fewster’s band would have been up on the stage and 
the dances would carry on until two o’clock in the morning. 

Doug You mentioned Fewster’s band? That was a local notability was it? 

Robert Yes, Fewster’s band had been playing for years before we arrived in town. 
They used to travel a considerable distance on Saturday nights playing for 
dances as far away as Mount Magnet and all around. I mean Dalwallinu, 
Bindoon, Gingin. 

Robert In those early days there would have been a dance, a cabaret style dance, 
happening almost every Saturday night somewhere within reasonable distance. 
It might have been Gingin, might have been Bindoon, might have been Lower 



 
 

Chittering. 

Robert Saturday night entertainment was more likely to be going to a dance than it 
would have been going to the movies or going to the Speedway or whatever 
other limited sorts of entertainment there was around in those days. 

Doug The fellow who used to bring the movies round do you remember his name? 

Robert No. 

Doug Okay. He must have been widely travelled then? 

Robert I don’t know. We could probably research it but it was mostly a weekend thing. 
He probably came to Gingin for Friday and Saturday, or he came to Gingin on 
Friday and went to Moora on Saturday and then maybe went home and then he 
may have done mid-week stuff although it would have been hard to get people 
to go out mid-week. 

Doug So, this was in the days before videos and TV and this sort of thing? 

Robert Oh yes, ages before. 

Doug When did you get television here then? 

Robert Well we had television out at Gingin West in 1968.  When we left Esperance in 
1968 there was no television in Esperance because I guess the transmission 
from Perth to Esperance was too far, but they already had television when we 
came to Gingin.  

I remember we had a television that had a remote control that was connected to 
the television by a cord so even though you could change the channel from 
your lounge room seat it wasn’t a wireless connection, it was a wired 
connection which I guess was the forerunner to the remote-control systems that 
televisions have now. 

Doug So, what sort of strength of signal did you get then? 

Robert Well, at Gingin West we had good reception from Channels 2, 7 and 9.  When 
we came into Gingin and lived on Robinson Street the reception was quite good 
because the line of transmission was clearer.  When we moved around to 
Lefroy Street we were on the wrong side of the hill and we used to get a ghost 
image where the signal bounced off the hill on the north of us. So, our TV 
reception at Lefroy Street wasn’t very good. It improved dramatically when we 
changed from analogue to digital signals. Once we started to get a digital signal 
then we got better reception. Ultimately, to avoid having to put up a monstrous 
TV antenna we operate on satellite TV. We don’t have whatever they call 
terrestrial signal. 

Doug So, you have a satellite dish, do you? 

Robert Yes, we have a satellite dish. But Gingin has been notoriously bad for TV 
reception unless you are in a good spot. There are people that get good TV 
reception and there are people that even now can’t get Channel 2 because 
they’re in the wrong spot. 

Robert I’m sort of thinking and these are the sorts of things that’ll come out with other 
people too about the location of the school in 1960. When we came here in 
1968 the old school which used to be just outside, had been knocked down and 
the school had been relocated to Robinson Street. 

Doug When you say it was just here where do you mean? 

Robert Where the Shire Council offices are now, facing the shops. 



 
 

Doug That was the old school? 

Robert When we came here in 1968, the new Shire offices were just opened. They 
opened in 1968 or 1969. They were here when we got here and we actually 
came into the opening of the new Shire buildings.   

Robert You know the shopping centre’s new? It used to be the bakehouse. I guess 
those sorts of things will be of interest. They’re not necessarily my experiences 
they’re developments of the town which we sort of remembered. 

Doug But that’s important because you would be aware of that and how and why it 
happened and it’s an important part of the story I think. 

Doug So that school which was just nearby how long was it there? Do you know? 

Robert Well I don’t know, but we could find out from Hazel Udell’s book, but it would 
have been there from the 1920’s I would imagine. Would have been there for a 
good while. 

Doug So that was replaced by the new school, which is where? 

Robert In Robinson Street and it would have been, one building with two or three 
classrooms.  When we came here it may have been a two-teacher school and 
then over the period it changed with more buildings and it became a Junior 
High School. 

Doug You mentioned Junior High School. Did that take them up to Year 10 did it? 

Robert Yes, and it’s still a Junior High School now. 

Doug You mentioned going into Perth to school, so if once the youngster gets through 
Year 10 in Gingin where do they go to school after that? 

Robert Well our kids went to Lesmurdie because their grandparents lived in Lesmurdie 
and they could stay with their grandparents. But a lot of kids went to Swanleigh 
in the Swan Valley and a lot of kids went to Bullsbrook which was a Senior High 
School. 

Doug Bullsbrook and Swanleigh were boarding schools, were they? 

Robert No. They would have bussed to Bullsbrook and they probably would have 
boarded at Swanleigh. 

Robert And more recently there’s been an exodus of kids from Gingin to go to school in 
Perth and there’s now several choices. There’s the Swan Christian School, still 
Swanleigh and I think today there’s probably five or six school buses that leave 
Gingin first thing in the morning and take kids to school in Perth and then bring 
them back. They’re leaving Gingin at 7:30 in the morning and getting back at 
4:30 in the afternoon.   

Doug I presume there’s a tendency to go into the northern suburbs of Perth like 
around Midland area? 

Robert Yes. I think from Lancelin, Ledge Point, Seabird and Guilderton there are 
school buses that run down to Joondalup and Wanneroo. 

Robert Because there’s no High School options on the coast. There are school buses 
that come from Gingin West into Gingin for up to Year 10, but after Year 10 
they have to go to Perth and would bus down from Gingin. 

Doug So that at least reduces the pressures on the need to board at school, but I 
presume it increases the pressures on time because people have to allocate 
time for travelling, don’t they? 

Robert Yes. I think there is a tendency these days for kids to go to boarding schools 



 
 

and to the big four or five like Scotch, Guildford, Hale. Those sorts of schools 
but there are a lot of options now and the roads and the vehicles are much 
more able to cater for those travel times.  School buses are all air-conditioned, 
the roads are all good, the buses all travel at 100 kilometres an hour so the 
travel times are minimal or cut right back and the comfort of the kids is assured 
with the quality of the school buses. 

Doug Just thinking about how things have changed then, let’s just go back again to 
your early days here.  We very readily take for granted telephones.  What 
telephone facilities did you have when you first came to work on the farm? 

Robert When we came to Gingin West there was no telephone service to our property 
but there was a telephone line nearby. The Grants had the telephone down at 
Riverbrook. It was a ‘party line’ so there would have been three or four houses 
serviced by the one wire, so that if someone wanted to ring the Grants, the 
Grants telephone would ring ‘two longs and a short’ and they would answer it. If 
someone was ringing someone else on the same line the ring might have been 
‘a short and a long’ and so the Grants didn’t answer that call because they 
knew it wasn’t theirs. But it was always interesting, in that if there was a 
telephone conversation going with another party, you could pick up your 
handset and listen to what they were saying. 

Doug You would never have done that? 

Robert So, everyone pretty well knew what everyone else was doing. We eventually 
got the telephone out at Gingin West and they must have improved the service 
because they put in a cable and we had a telephone and privacy was 
maintained. 

Doug So, you had your individual lines? 

Robert Yes. But that would have been before 1978 and after 1968. Somewhere in that 
period of time. 

Doug During the time when the party line existed was there a telephone exchange 
then? 

Robert The telephone exchange was in the Post Office in Gingin which serviced the 
whole area.  

Robert And then of course we had the automatic exchange installed up on Church 
Street - on the corner of Weld Street and Church. I can’t remember whether 
that was in existence in 1968 or not. No, I don’t know but there was an 
automatic exchange at some stage so the girls that used to work in the 
telephone exchange at the Post Office found themselves out of work. 

Doug Technology superseded them?  

Robert Yes. Prior to us arriving in Gingin in 1968, the town generated its own power 
supply. There was a power station in Barlee Street, right opposite where the 
tennis courts are.  There was a diesel motor driving a generator. The power 
used to go off at 10 o’clock at night and the story is that if someone wanted to 
do something that was going to draw more power, then they used to ring up the 
power station and the engine driver would give the diesel a few more revs to 
pump out a bit more power so that someone could run their washing machine 
or whatever. It would have been happening like that before we arrived in 1968. 
Then Gingin was connected to the main grid and it wasn’t long before the whole 
town was connected   to the main power supply. 

Doug Did the SEC come in and take over the power system? 

Robert Yes, they took over and the power station was decommissioned and they went 



 
 

around and did whatever was necessary to bring the poles and lines up to 
standard. 

Doug We talked about your early days in Esperance. I am reasonably familiar with 
Esperance and I understand that the soils there, lack trace elements? 

Robert I think that was probably the story for most sand-plain country all over the State 
and it wasn’t until the late 1950’s when it was discovered that copper, zinc, 
molybdenum, those type of trace elements were essential for successful 
pasture growth and for animal welfare and that did make a big difference to 
sand-plain country from Geraldton to Esperance. Wherever people were 
farming on the coast they benefited from the discovery that trace elements were 
important. 

Doug How did they get the trace elements into the soil then? 

Robert It was mixed with superphosphate, so your annual top dressings of fertiliser did 
it. I mean people had been applying phosphate fertilisers for donkey’s years 
and then with the discovery of the trace elements, they just combined them with 
the fertilisers and you could actually see the copper. You could see the copper 
component in the fertiliser because it was green. 

Robert Sort of took on a green tinge. You couldn’t see the zinc and the molybdenum. 
Molybdenum I think was more for stock than crop and pasture but the copper 
and zinc was essential to the pasture. 

Doug Didn’t they used to give the animals like cattle something to lick? 

Robert Yes well, that’s quite a new alternative too. I mean one of the problems people 
had in the Gingin area, there were people farming inland from the coast but with 
leasehold land on the coast and they used to take their stock out on to the 
coast during the winter time when there was grazing available for them.  But 
you always had to bring them back because they started to show the signs of 
being deficient in minerals and trace elements.  They used to say that the cattle 
or the sheep were starting to ‘look coasty’, they’d been out there too long and 
they had to come back and get on to some better land. 

Robert So, farming a lot of Gingin land was probably intensive, until there was an 
explosion of development of grazing land during the 1950’s when wool prices 
were really high.  

Farming in this area certainly improved after the 1950’s with the discovery of 
the trace elements more land opened for more than just grazing and it became 
a broad-acre farming area, whereas before it had been more intensive with 
mainly smaller properties grazing animals. If you go right back into the early 
1900’s it was more intensively farmed than it is now. 

Doug So your early employment took in Esperance and then you came here. You 
mentioned Regan’s Ford? Is that property, up there, still held by your family? 

Robert No. I went and started farming Regan’s Ford on my own account in 1978 and 
sold it partly because I had two daughters and there was no long-term prospect 
of the family being involved in farming and partly because of the high interest 
rates at the time. This was during Paul Keating’s reign as Treasurer. We had a 
bank loan to buy the property of $150,000. Over the 10 years between 1978 
and 1988, during that high interest rate period, we repaid $150,000 in interest 
and $5,000 of principal. 

Robert So, at the time I couldn’t see a lot of future in farming so we sold out in 1988.  I 
had 4,000 acres at Regan’s Ford and I made application to the Shire to 
subdivide it into four 1,000-acre blocks, because by this time the emphasis on 



 
 

broad-acre farming in the Gingin had changed somewhat and there was a lot of 
more intensive agricultural ventures being undertaken. These ranged from 
growing trees, growing marron, raising goats, and there was a real sense of 
change going on in the way the land was being utilised. We tried to take 
advantage of that by applying for a subdivision to sell four 1,000-acre lots rather 
than one 4,000-acre farm.   

Our application to the Council was unsuccessful on the grounds that it would 
change the rural amenity of the area - whatever that means - so I then 
appealed the Council’s rejection of my application to the State Government and 
our appeal was upheld on the basis of financial hardship in face of the high 
interest rates prevailing at the time and so we were successful in having the 
Regan’s Ford farm subdivided into four 1,000-acre blocks which we were able 
to sell it to four different individuals. 

So, it ceased to become one farm and became four farms and the future for it 
probably is that it will become more than four farms in the future. It’ll probably 
be subdivided again in the future. 

Doug What do you think is the best size for a farm then these days? 

Robert Well, that’s a real individual thing.  I mean someone could buy the 4,000 acres - 
and run it quite successfully as a 4,000-acre property but things have changed 
so much since 1990. 

Doug Well the technology of farming and also machinery, you know? 

Robert There was plenty of water at Regan’s Ford but half the farm area was poor 
sand and half of it was quite good sandy gravel.  So, it lent itself to all sorts of 
different operations but I think even today it’s basically cropping and grazing 
land I don’t think anyone has tried to anything more intensive with it than that. 

Doug No, it all sounds very porous - water would go through it? 

Robert Well yes. There’s not a lot of clay in that country. It’s in a fairly high rainfall area. 
It’s probably in a 24-inch rainfall area so the rainfall is quite good. You’d regard 
it as safe - safe grazing and cropping land. 

Doug Right, but it doesn’t hold the moisture? 

Robert No. It’s growing season is quite short. 

Doug So, in summertime it dries out?  

Robert Yes, in summer time it’s hot and dry but once you go east of the Darling Scarp 
that’s what West Australia is. 

Robert When we first came here in 1968 the Brand Highway was just a dirt track. The 
main road to Geraldton was up the Midland Road through Moora. 

Robert Great Northern Highway, that was how you got to Geraldton. They were 
working on the Brand Highway in 1968, but I can remember driving from Gingin 
to Regan’s Ford and it was just a formed gravel road. 

Doug What about access to Lancelin say then? What was that like? 

Robert It was most likely a limestone constructed road. I remember the road in to 
Guilderton from the farm was all limestone construction.   

Doug Now Guilderton’s what I call Moore River. 

Robert Moore River, yes and if you wanted to go to Lancelin or Ledge Point from 
Gingin that would have been quite a trek. You wouldn’t just say ‘let’s go to 
Lancelin for a drive and spend some time on the beach and come back home 
again’, you’d go up there for the weekend you wouldn’t go up there for the day. 



 
 

I don’t recall how long the improvements to the roads took but certainly over the 
10-year period from ’68 to ’78 they would have changed quite a bit. 

Doug Now the Shire used to be called the Roads Board didn’t it? 

Robert Yes, it was. I seem to remember that in ’68 it was the Gingin Shire. I remember 
the term ‘By order of the Shire Clerk’ on notices around the place but in ’62 it 
was a Road Board so sometime between ’62 and ’68 it changed. 

Doug And what did the Road Board do? 

Robert Pretty much roads and footpaths. 

Robert It seems to have been a trend over the last 40 years for local government to 
take on and be given more responsibility for all sorts of public services, so 
although the duties the Gingin Shire is involved in  like coastal dune restoration 
and that sort of work which it would never have been involved in as a Road 
Board, because there would have never been the pressures on the coastal 
system like there are today with off-road vehicles and people getting access to 
the sand dunes and more fragile parts of the environment. 

Doug So, it becomes an environmental management aspect to the Shire?   

Doug We’ve touched on the Shire and the Road Board. Now, you had an involvement 
with the Shire haven’t you? 

Robert 
 

Yes, I was the Town Ward member from 1985 to 1994 for nine years, (three 
terms). It was interesting that I went on Council. I put myself forward to be 
elected to Council after a fairly torrid period in the townsite - for the town - 
where the old Agricultural Hall, I think in 1983, was destroyed by fire and the 
town was left without a civic function centre.  The only buildings, or the only 
facilities, where people could gather for functions of any social or community 
nature was the bowling club or the golf club.  So, the town didn’t have a civic 
function centre.  There was a plan already in place for the Council to provide 
the community with a recreation centre which, in the initial plan, would double 
as a civic function centre as well as a recreation centre. There was a feeling in 
the community that the two entities wouldn’t work together successfully on the 
basis that, let’s say you had a function of a recreation nature –  like a football 
fixture on the same afternoon that you were holding a civic ceremony like a 
wedding.  Could a wedding reception and a football match work side by side? 

The general feeling in part of the community was that the two couldn’t be 
combined together successfully.  So, there was a push to influence the Council 
to change their mind from building a big recreation facility for which they’d 
already received some State Government funding and to convince them to 
change their mind to build separate facilities like a Gingin Town Hall and a 
Gingin Recreation Centre. If that plan went ahead, the Council would direct 
some of the funding that the government had given them to build a recreation 
centre, towards building a separate Civic Function centre. 

So, there was a controversy in the town. You know, should we have one facility 
for which we’re going to get a heap of State and Federal Government funding, 
or should we have two facilities which will cut down the size of the recreation 
centre? It’s going to cut down the amount of funding we get and the 
community’s going to have to build a civic function centre. 

And so, this was a discussion that went around the town for 12 months, maybe 
even longer, eventually culminating in a public meeting that was called by the 
group that wanted to have separate facilities. It was actually a meeting that was 
sanctioned by the Electoral Office, so that the ballot had to be formally worded 
and formally put, because even though the result would not necessarily be 



 
 

binding on the Council, it would give the council a good indication of what the 
community wanted to happen. 

Doug So, it was a bit like a referendum was it? 

Robert Yes. It was going to be official. It wasn’t something that one section of the 
community were doing without the others knowing, this was going to be 
something that carried some weight.  So, a public meeting was called. The 
meeting was held in the golf club, both sides were invited to address the 
meeting with their side of the argument and then the vote was put. And the vote 
was carried. The argument to have two facilities on separate sites was carried 
convincingly and I can’t remember exactly but let’s say 216 to 68 something in 
that sort of  magnitude  . 

Robert It was a clear decision of the community that we want the council to build two 
facilities.  

Robert And so, the meeting had been conducted and then I was approached and they 
said to me ‘well, you put forward this argument you need to go and represent it 
at Council level’ so, in 1985 I think it was, the sitting member had retired, I 
nominated and was duly elected. One of the members from the recreation side 
of the argument ran for Council as well and that election had the distinction that 
we polled 64% of the electorate. You know, 64% of the people who could vote 
voted and at local government level that’s exceptional. You just don’t get that 
many people interested enough to go and vote. 

Doug Voting is voluntary isn’t it? 

Robert Yes. 

Doug Yes, that’s quite good  then . 

Robert So that was the case and people felt strongly about it and  voted.  

Robert So then I found myself the Town Ward Member and I sat on Council for nine 
years.  I often commented, my experience on Council was that there were 10 
members representing the community, 10 members, not completely but mostly 
with no formal training for the position, but they sat around a table and they did 
their best for the community. Government and Councils come under a fair 
amount of criticism for not listening and not doing what the community wants 
but there’s very little self-interest in it. Certainly, in my experience with local 
government there’s very little self-interest, it’s all aimed at ‘how can we improve 
the conditions  and the facilities that the Council is responsible for providing to 
its community?  

I did comment once, that we didn’t always get it right, but we never admit it 
when we got it wrong and that’s a feature of government. If you, or someone, 
puts forward a motion to do something and it’s passed by the majority of the 
people that sit on the Council vote on the issue, the Council then puts forward a 
motion and the 10 Councillors agree to do it and then it proves to be not 100% 
respectable or doesn’t work out quite the way they want it to, then they’re not 
going to say they got it wrong. You know 10 people are not going to say ‘we got 
that wrong’, they’re going to defend it.  

And I find that and this is the case that you can take this to government - to 
McGowan’s government now. They made a decision about the Moora College, 
and, as wrong as it’s proven to be, they’re not going to bloody change their 
minds. They’ll stick with it forever and so defend the indefensible. That’s the 
attitude of almost, probably, at all levels of government. 

Doug Well it reminds me of the old saying that ‘there’s no right or wrong decisions 



 
 

there’s just decisions and outcomes.’ Whether the outcome’s  the best or not? 

Robert I was not necessarily elected by anyone but when this discussion about the two 
facilities arose, I guess I found myself as the spokesman for the group that 
wanted to build the Granville. And when we took the argument to the public 
meeting I spoke on behalf of the ‘two facilities’ group and whereas I don’t 
necessarily regard myself as being any more accomplished at public speaking 
than anyone else, I was probably responsible for organising the presentation 
better than anyone else.  

So, all our supporters, all the key members of my committee, or the committee 
that we’d put in place to spread the argument were there. We had people on  
Saturday mornings outside Greenwell’s Shop, handing out leaflets encouraging 
people to vote for the two facilities.  And they had a list of the arguments setting 
out these are the points that we think are important. And we did that for months 
before the public meeting.   

And at the public meeting they all had a copy of the address that I gave to the 
meeting with prompts where it said ‘applaud, clap cheer, make some noise’ so 
whenever there was a point in my address that I raised people would start 
bloody clapping and ‘hear, hear’ and cheering and carrying on. 

Doug So, it was well managed?  

Robert It was, yes and I don’t know whether that got us over the line or not, but at the 
end the Council - because all the Council were there - the Councillors sat 
around the podium. The lectern was out the front and the Councillors all sat 
around and at the end the Councillors said ‘are there any questions’? Well, all 
my people had ‘Dorothy Dixers’ and so they all got up and asked the questions. 
I had the answers to the questions all written down so that everything just 
flowed. 

Doug Yes, well it’s called doing your homework. 

Robert We were passionate about what we wanted and we knew what we wanted, that 
was how we were going to get it. 

Doug So what was the outcome then? What happened? 

Robert Well, ultimately, we got a recreation centre and a civic function centre. 

Doug And you’ve got those to this day? 

Robert And they’ve both been successful for the community as it was then. 

Robert As it is now, I don’t think it was large enough but nothing regressed as a result 
of the recreation centre being smaller than originally planned. I think the 
community has certainly benefited by having a separate civic function centre 
which was built for civic function. It’s not built for recreation. It hasn’t got a 
badminton court painted on the floor, and it hasn’t got basketball rings at the 
ends, and all that sort of stuff. It is a formal civic function centre. 

Robert It doesn’t get overly used. It’s never booked out. You can always find a place or 
time to use it. But it’s not a while elephant. It’s not sitting there not being used. 
And the rec centre’s the same. Maybe it hasn’t got the squash courts, it wasn’t 
quite big enough to put an indoor cricket field in. You know there are probably 
some things that they would have liked to have had that they haven’t got. But 
for the size of the community back then - and for the size of the community now 
because we haven’t had a huge boost in population over the last 40 years, it’s 
just been a gradual increase - so the demand for facilities at the rec centre 
hasn’t changed markedly. 



 
 

Robert I’m more than confident that the decision we made and the action that was 
taken following that was the right thing to do.  There’s still the argument, you 
still hear it echoed all around the state, this argument between having one 
facility which is the Gingin Sport and Community Recreation Centre as opposed 
to - as in Gingin, has got a golf club, a bowling club, a tennis club, a netball 
club, a football club, all in different locations, all with their own separate club 
rooms and headquarters.  

I think there’s probably a bigger demand on the Council to finance and to 
improve all these facilities when they’re all scattered all over the area.  It’s 
certainly a lot easier for the Council if they’ve got one community sport and 
recreation centre to manage. But we have contact with communities that have 
these big facilities and the golf club go to a facility at Dandaragan on a Sunday, 
when  there is a football final, and you’ve got one facility where you’ve got the 
golf club occupying this part of the building and the football club occupying that 
part of the building and it doesn’t work that well. 

Robert It might  work just a little but it’s more work, harder work, for  people  . 

Doug So, you carried on with the Council for what nine years? 

Robert Nine years. I eventually, in 1988, when I sold the Regan’s Ford farm, I didn’t 
have anything to do so I spent two years casually employed by one of the bee-
keepers in town and I spent a lot of time fulfilling Council activities.  I was a 
Councillor who had lots of spare time so that if ever there was a Council duty 
that needed to be attended to, whether the Shire Clerk needed to have 
Councillors to accompany him on whatever, I was always available. So, I spent 
a couple of years with casual employment and Council responsibilities.  

Found it very satisfying. I was a member of the tourism promotion committee 
that involved Shires from all around. I can’t remember how many there were 
now. I think 16 Shire Councils in what was called the Midlands Region and we 
travelled as far as Southern Cross, Bruce Rock, Wyalkatchem and all the Shire 
Councils in between, because I was interested in the development of tourism 
for the area. 

Doug Well, you were able to allocate the time? I was going to ask you whether you’d 
held positions - official positions - in the Council like Shire President, or 
whatever? 

Robert No. No, I didn’t.  I probably didn’t aspire to be the Shire President or even the 
Vice President.  

Doug So, you continued as a Councillor?  

Robert So yes, I said 1988 we sold the farm. 

Doug And you had more time available? 

Robert I had plenty of time for two years. Rightio, so you were asking about the period 
of time I was with the Council and so for those two years from 1988 until 1990, I 
was very active with Council duties and Council work. And then in 1990, I 
bought a business in Perth and I commuted daily from Gingin to Cannington 
and found it increasingly hard to fulfil my Council responsibilities, because I was 
away for five days of the week and 12 hours of the day and so when the 
election period came around in 1994, I didn’t renominate. So, I had three, three-
year terms as a Councillor and then didn’t renominate in 1994. 

Doug Okay, but you achieved what you set out to achieve? 

Robert Well, I really didn’t set out to be a Councillor I sort of created a situation where 
it was a matter of  ‘put your money where your mouth is’. I led this, well not led 



 
 

it but I was the visible part of the argument and people said ‘well, now that 
you’ve put yourself up you really need to go and do something about it  and 
make sure that  it is   followed through’. 

Doug Sure, well that’s called democracy isn’t it? 

Robert Yes, and so we took that plan and the motion to Council ‘that the Council 
proceed to build a separate community function centre’ and the building was 
built. I’m struggling to get the right chronological order of things.  If the old hall 
burnt down – and we can find this stuff out – in 1983 and the new one was 
opened in 1985  then   that’s moving along pretty well in terms of  such things  . 

Doug Yes, that’s pretty brisk. 

Robert Yes, I’m pretty sure it was opened in 1985, because we staged a concert in 
there in 1985 and I remember that because we called the concert, Concert ’85. 

Robert Maybe we need to find out when the old Agricultural Hall burnt down. 

Doug Well we can always footnote that in the transcript. 

Robert There’s actually some photographs in the Council Chambers. There used to be 
some pretty dramatic photographs of the fire because the building burnt down 
at night so it was quite spectacular. We were living in town so it was certainly 
after 1980. Someone rang up and said ‘the hall’s on fire’ so almost everyone 
knew because the crowd was standing round the building watching and people 
were in tears. I mean this, the old building had been part of their social structure 
for so long and to see it burning down people were just amazingly bereft. And 
then some of these photographs, with these flames roaring, because it was 
weatherboard timber. It had been there since 1902 or something and so it was 
quite a sight. 

Doug A glorious bonfire was it? 

Robert Yes. 

Doug Now, you’d been involved as you’ve said with the tennis club and the golf club 
then, so what’s your involvement been for argument’s sake with the tennis 
club? 

Robert Right, tennis club. Probably I would have been a member. I would have been 
on the committee and I may have been captain but my prowess at tennis was 
pretty limited.  I wasn’t a particularly good tennis player but I did enjoy playing.   

But my real involvement, if I go back over the 50 years that I’ve lived in Gingin I 
belonged to the golf club, the tennis club, the badminton club, the pistol club. 
We never had an indoor cricket club but we had indoor cricket teams that used 
to play at the indoor cricket club over at Wannamal. This was quite a positive 
feature of the area. Gingin never had a basketball club but we had basketball 
teams that used to play in the basketball competition over at Bindoon, and then 
we never had an indoor cricket club but we used to play indoor cricket over at 
Wannamal so if one area - and now Wannamal, Bindoon they all had their own 
tennis clubs and tennis courts but we used to travel around. We used to go to 
Wannamal to play tournaments and we’d all go. And Wannamal and Gingin 
would all go to Bindoon to play tournaments and Bindoon and Wannamal would 
come to Gingin to play tournaments. 

So, as well as the golf club, the tennis club, the badminton club, the pistol club, 
indoor cricket, and basketball, we have been involved in all of those clubs and 
organisations. 

Doug Are your main involvements with the tennis club then? 



 
 

Robert My major involvement has been with the golf club. 

Doug The golf club? 

Robert Yes. 

Doug What were your involvements there? 

Robert I think I played my first season of golf in 1969 and I went to the annual general 
meeting in September of 1969 after I’d played there for one season. And I was 
elected as Vice-Captain of the golf club, and this is a feature of all country 
clubs, they’re always looking for people to take on responsibilities and so from 
1969 I was Vice-Captain and in 1970 pretty much through until 2018 I’d been 
involved in the management committee of the golf club. I’ve been secretary, 
president, captain, vice-president, course manager, bar manager, whatever. 

Doug Whatever? 

Robert Whatever’s been going I’ve been in on and then consequently Carolyn has also 
been involved as an active member of the committee in the golf club and 
consequently we were both elected as life members to the club - probably 
would have been probably 10 years ago - anyway 2008. I could find out. 

 And I’m still involved with the club. We’re both still involved with the golf club. 

Doug I’m going to ask you the big question now, are you any good at golf? 

Robert Whenever I’m talking about my golfing career, I have played off a 12 handicap - 
which is reasonable. I have one hole-in-one and I have shot under 80 twice.  I 
fired a 79 on the Gingin golf course once and I fired a 79 at the Cervantes golf 
club once. And I’ve been playing golf  a long time  . I probably started playing 
golf when I was nine or 10 so I’ve been playing golf for the best part of 60 years 
and have never been that good. I can say to people ‘I’ve been playing golf for 
60 years  and this is as good as you’re going to get’. 

Doug Alright well let’s stop there. We’ll just have a leg stretch now. I think we’ve been 
going for an hour and a half. 

Doug Now, Robert, you mentioned a range of involvements, clubs and societies 
you’ve been involved in but you haven’t mentioned the Bush Fire Brigade and 
the Fire Brigade in town. Is there such a thing? 

Robert When we came to Gingin I was out at Gingin West and I was involved with the 
Gingin West Bush Fire Brigade.  At that stage, at that time, the area was 
divided up for the purposes of fire control into Gingin West, Gingin South, 
Gingin Town and Beermullah - all had a Bush Fire Brigade committee.  We 
didn’t have  much gear   because the equipment was all supplied by land 
owners.  It was before a time when the Council was actively involved in 
supplying fire-fighting equipment to the various brigades although that did start 
to happen a little later.   

So, when I was out at Gingin West the Grants, myself, and the Kings, would 
have basically been the Bush Fire Brigade and if there was ever an emergency 
where we had to attend a fire, we would put the fire-fighting equipment on the 
back of our farm vehicles and race off to the fire.  Now, probably at the time 
when I was out at Gingin West at some stage, I was, the fire control officer for 
the Gingin West area which meant that I had the responsibility of writing fire 
permits for people who wanted to burn off or set fire to the bush. Each brigade 
had a fire control officer to carry out that duty on behalf of the Council and the 
fire brigade units.  There was never an active fire brigade in Gingin in the town 
site that could deal with a town site fire.  If a house caught on fire, we had no 
way of putting it out, we didn’t have the  water supply. There were no fire 



 
 

hydrants located around the town so there was no water supply to hook in to so 
the only water supply would have been what people could carry to the fire on 
the back of a truck and that’s limited anyway in terms of putting it out. So, we 
would never have been able to put out a house fire.   

But the brigades were very active in the period November through till April 
which is really what you’d regard as the bush fire season.  The worst part of the 
season is November/December when there’s still a lot of pasture on the farms.  
By February /March most of the paddocks are eaten out and the chances of a 
wildfire escaping and rushing across grasslands has been minimised to a 
certain extent.  So, the beginning of summer is the worst period and we have 
had some bad fires.  When I shifted into Gingin - when we came to live in the 
Gingin town - which was 1979/ 1980, around about the time I was elected to 
Council I was then acting as the chief fire control officer for the Shire which at 
that stage didn’t really have any particular responsibilities in terms of actually 
fighting the fires. The fires were still controlled by the individual brigades.  If 
there was a fire the individual brigades attended and if the fire was in the south 
there was generally someone in the south brigade who knew the area and who 
knew the farms and the property lines and everything that were involved. The 
actual out-of-control fires were always supervised by the by the individual 
brigades.  The chief fire control officers’ role at that time was more coordinating 
the members of the brigades.  

The fire control officers used to meet annually at the Shire Council. They would  
have one meeting where they discussed equipment of members and the 
important features of the organisation which may be called on if it if there was a 
major fire that had to be attended by more than one or two brigades. And we 
only had probably two or three incidents like that.   

I was chief fire control officer for seven years and in that seven years we 
probably only had one or two major emergencies and when they occurred the 
Shire Council, the shire plant, was always involved.  The Shire would despatch 
a grader to the area to put in fire breaks because the grader could put fire 
breaks across grasslands that you could back-burn against and but then over 
the years more responsibility for fire control in the shire was taken by 
Conservation and Land Management, CALM, which I think then became 
Department of Emergency - DFES - Emergency Fire Services 

Doug Fire and Emergency Services?  

Robert Fire and Emergency Services.  Once that agency started to be more and more 
involved the way the brigades operated was impacted on in that one of the first 
changes that Conservation and Land Management people made was that you 
weren’t allowed to back-burn on the basis that ‘you already had one fire going 
why would you want to start another one?’ Back-burning was probably the most 
important tool that fire-fighting people had in their arsenal to get in front of the 
fire and burn back on it to create a barrier but Conservation and Land 
Management people didn’t like that because they didn’t like to have two fires 
where there was only one. 

There was somewhat of a breakdown between the volunteer services that the 
local bush fire brigades were offering and the paid-for bush fire suppression 
that the stage government was offering.  They always came into conflict and 
there has been a breakdown right across the state in the way bush fires are 
controlled and contained and measured. And there’s been all sorts of disruption 
but the local brigades still function successfully in Gingin.   

Fortunately, we haven’t had more than two or three major incidents where lives 



 
 

and property have been at risk.  One example was a fire that came up the 
Gingin Brook right into the middle of town and was only stopped at the scenic 
pool. It got all the way up to the Granville Park. 

Doug Gosh. 

Robert And another occasion a deliberately lit fire in the brook behind the shops just 
down here, just behind Greenwell’s, and that had the potential to be more 
dangerous and devastating than it was. But it was bought under control with 
modern firefighting equipment where aeroplanes came up and dumped copious 
supplies of water on the fire and we were  able to contain it.   

So, the bush fire brigade - the volunteer bush fire brigades - have serviced the 
Shire very well over the last 50 years that I’ve lived here and they still function 
successfully today but the fast response always comes from the local people. 
You know, as soon as there’s a suspicious smoke and, of course, nowadays 
with mobile phones if a fire starts then within minutes the alert is out that a fire 
has got away and it needs support. Whereas in the early days when you relied 
on telephones you might ring someone up and they weren’t at home, or they 
would   ring someone up, and it would always take a lot longer to get people to 
the face of the fire. 

Doug It’s interesting isn’t it? I’ve got a small property north of Toodyay and I think you 
and I could both understand that on a really hot day when you smell smoke 
then   you’re alert? 

Robert Yes. 

Doug You’re looking for it aren’t you? 

Robert Well, I mean, in some cases now the alert will go out before you see the smoke. 

Doug Is that right? 

Robert Because someone sees a fire burning on the road verge  where   someone’s 
thrown a cigarette butt out and it starts a fire and the first person that drives 
past it will ring someone up and say ‘there’s a fire on the Brand Highway - 
there’s a fire here, there’s a fire there’ and the responses can be really very 
smart.   

People that are involved like the farmers/land owners in the summer time have 
their firefighting equipment permanently on the back of their fast response 
vehicles. They never take them off until after Christmas when the some of the 
danger has subsided anyway. 

Doug You mentioned aircraft dumping water etc. Is there an airfield in the area? 

Robert There’s not a public airfield. The RAAF have an airstrip which is probably 10 
kilometres out of town. 

Robert But there’s nowhere else. There used to be an airstrip at Mooliabeenee but that 
hasn’t operated as an airstrip for all the time I’ve been here and so, no. The 
closest airstrip would be at the RAAF base at Pearce or the RAAF base at 
Gingin South. 

Doug I suppose the most significant aircraft that you would use would be helicopters 
anyway for bush fire work wouldn’t it? 

Robert Yes, and whenever there’s an emergency that requires helicopters even if it’s 
not in the Gingin Shire, if it’s burning in the national park towards Bindoon, the 
helicopters use the Gingin oval - the football oval - as a fly out base and where 
they get the water from is always a bit of a mystery. There’s all sort of rumours 
about helicopters sucking swimming pools dry but I don’t think that actually 



 
 

happens. 

Doug You also mentioned bee-keeping and being involved with that. What was your 
involvement with that then? 

Robert Well, bee-keeping has been important because Gingin has been the centre of 
the bee-keeping industry in Western Australia for 100 years.  

Doug Has it really? 

Robert I’m not an expert but because of the availability of a honey flow from the red 
gum, jarrah and the coastal heath, bee-keepers have been based in Gingin for 
a long time. 

Doug I didn’t know that. 

Robert The Fewster family have been bee-keepers here for since before the war 
anyway, back into the 1930’s and I got involved at a period when I’d sold the 
farm when I wasn’t gainfully employed  and   I worked temporarily as a casual 
support for Max Fewster. I used to go out with Max when they were extracting 
and just helped with the extraction of the honey and found it a very interesting 
experience.   

I guess everyone has an aversion to being stung by a bee because it can be 
quite painful depending on where you get stung.  You get stung anywhere on 
the face it’s going to be uncomfortable. If you get stung on the hands it’s going 
to be uncomfortable because you’ll generally get localised swelling and your 
hands swell up and if you get stung on the face your face swells up and your 
eyes don’t open property.  So, when I used to go out with Max, I made sure that 
I didn’t get stung and I used to wear long trousers tucked into my socks. I’d 
wear overalls over the top of my shirt and long trousers.  The overalls used to 
button up at the cuff and I would wear rubber gloves stretched up over the 
sleeves and then wore a hat with a veil over the hat tucked in around the neck 
so that there wasn’t any bare skin available for the bees to sting me with. And 
when I was working in the extracting caravan, I’m working with a steam heated 
knife uncapping the frames of honey and if a bee landed on me, I used to 
despatch it very smartly with the steam heated knife. 

Doug Did you ever get stung? 

Robert I could work all day completely surrounded by bees and never get stung. But 
the end result of the day’s activity is you eventually have to discard all this 
protective equipment and so quite often I would occasionally be travelling home 
in the truck I’d taken my bee veil off, I’ve taken my rubber gloves off, and I’m 
sitting in the front on the truck which was swarming with bees that have flown in 
through the windows while we’ve been working and they’re not necessarily 
trying to sting you but they’re trying to get out of the truck. One will land on your 
head or land on your arm and give you a sting.   

So, I had several. I got stung numerous times - countless times - with no ill-
effects outside of localised swelling and a little bit of pain. 

But it’s one of those things that you just have to take in your stride and it’s not 
so bad  . A small child thinks a bee sting is really bad but for an adult a bee 
sting is really just a minor inconvenience. 

Doug I’ve certainly experienced them and that was true. 

Robert But I had one experience where I was stung by a bee and spent two days in a 
cardiac care unit with a suspected heart attack. 

Doug Really? 



 
 

Robert Which was really only the result of a bee sting but that was more recently and 
apparently after you’ve been stung numerous times you can build up an 
immunity to the bee-sting toxin but you can also become susceptible to a type 
of anaphylactic reaction to a bee sting at some stage in the future after your 
immunity has lapsed. You then become sensitive. 

Robert This was probably a 20-year gap between me working and being actively being 
involved and then a 20-year period before I got stung again and I had a nasty 
reaction to it  and   ended up in hospital unnecessarily. Once I realised that it 
was a bee sting that caused the lapse in consciousness - but by that stage I 
was already in the ambulance on my way to hospital - and once you get to 
hospital you don’t get let out until they’re absolutely sure there’s nothing wrong 
with you. 

Doug So, just talking about the bee industry is it doing well? 

Robert Yes. It’s cyclical like all agriculture. There are periods when the honey flow is 
really good and the yield is exceptional and the price is good and there are 
periods when the honey flow, because of the seasons, is not so good and 
maybe the price is not so good. So, it goes up and down but it’s an industry that 
survives the fluctuations in season and in price and it’s still quite a big industry 
in Gingin although the number of bee keepers probably hasn’t declined it’s 
probably stationary. The Fewster family is still very active and they manage 
hundreds of hives, hives in their hundreds, maybe. 

Doug Sure. So where do they locate the hives. Do they move them around?   

Robert Well they move them all around the State. They’ll move them as far as 
Kalgoorlie, Esperance, Ravensthorpe. Anywhere where there’s blossom. They 
have taken them as far as the Ord River to pollinate crops of irrigated crops of 
watermelons. 

Doug Yes, there’s that aspect of bees as well isn’t there? Pollinators, aren’t they? 

Robert That’s  correct, yes. 

Doug Now you mentioned the Fewsters and the bee industry but have there been 
people that have been significant in your life that you can think of? 

Robert I thought of this in terms of your question on the dot point here that you gave 
me and I guess probably only two people that I could really think of. My father 
first and foremost. He was the person that’s probably had more influence on me 
than anyone. The first person that employed me probably had a significant 
impact on my attitude to work and I don’t know whether anyone outside of those 
two people. 

I could say the Headmaster at Christchurch Grammar School probably had an 
influence on me which related more to the number of times he laid the cane 
across my backside. By doing that he taught me about actions and 
consequences. But certainly, the first guy I worked for taught me about work 
and about responsibility at work. 

Doug And who was that? 

Robert His name was Don Kyle and he had a farming property in Esperance. He was 
my first employer and the thing I remember about him was that - or one of the 
things I remember significantly - was that when he employed me, he said 
‘Robert, we work five and a half days a week you can knock off after lunch on 
Saturday’.  I worked for him for two years and I don’t think we ever had lunch on 
Saturday until four o’clock and then we’d finished whatever we were doing at 
four o’clock on Saturday afternoon and he used to say ‘well. you can make the 



 
 

rest of the day your own’.  And that sort of taught me something about the 
working day. ‘The job’s not done until the job’s done’. The day is not ended until 
the job’s done and in my role as an employer I’ve seen so many people who 
are clock watchers - you know, five minutes to knock-off. ‘In five minutes time I 
can go home’ but that’s not the way it should work. 

Doug No, and indeed, in many jobs it doesn’t. 

Robert And the other thing that Don Kyle taught me was tolerance. He was a very 
impatient man in that he expected things to be done right the first time but he 
also accepted, in a sort of a funny sort of a way, that if you didn’t get it right, 
he’d give you another chance. It didn’t really matter because   it wasn’t the end 
of the world. And so, because when I went to work, I had done two years at 
Agricultural College and came out of Ag School a full bottle - knew everything - 
and then got a job on a farm and realised that I didn’t know everything. But he 
put up with it for a couple of years and we had some real, real disasters and 
some real run ins at an emotional level where things hadn’t gone the way he’d 
planned and he’d blow his stack.  

But he probably knew his limitations too and he’d worked his way through a 
couple of employees before I got to him - people that wouldn’t put up with his 
way of doing things and they decided it was easier to leave than put up with it - 
whereas I was probably in a position in that his father and my father were good 
friends and he probably knew that he couldn’t fire me because he would have 
upset the relationship between his dad and my dad. And I knew he couldn’t fire 
me because I knew that it’d upset the relationship between his dad and my dad 
so I got away with a fair bit that others might not have done. 

Doug Probably made you both a bit more tolerant? 

Robert Yes, he taught me and he gave me the basics to go and get another job. I 
actually worked for him for two years and I was approaching turning 21 and he 
said to me ‘Robert, in a couple of weeks I’m going to have to pay you an adult 
wage and you’re not really worth it so you’d better go and find yourself another 
job’. Partly in jest but the difference between an adult wage and a juvenile’s 
wage was probably significant although, when I was working for him, I was paid 
£5 5s a week and he used to deduct £1 5s a week for board because he fed me 
and provided the lodgings. 

Robert I think when I turned 21 and I went and worked for Esperance Land 
Development that was in 1965 and then in 1966 the decimal currency came in 
and I was earning £19 a week. So, from between 1965 when I was earning £5 
5s a week as a junior or, not an adult, and then in 1965 when I turned 21 and I 
went to work for Esperance Land Development I was getting £19 a week as an 
adult. So, the difference between a junior wage and an adult wage was, like, 
£14 a week. 

Doug A dramatic difference? 

Robert Yes, and then when decimal currency came in my pay leapt from £19 a week to 
$38 a week.1 I can remember myself and a young guy both working in 
Esperance - we’d both been through Ag School together - and we used to talk 
about what we would do, the things we could do, if we were earning $40 a 
week. The doors that would open up to us if we were earning $40 a week and 
that was like if you think about it nowadays, well when I came to Gingin in 1968 
and I was working for my dad, the company then - the Carolyn Downs Pastoral 
Company - which was the alliance between dad and his business associates 

 
1 It is suspected that this reference should have been to near $40 per week. 



 
 

they were paying me $60 a week. 

So, I left Esperance Land Development – on $38 a week and leapt up to $60 
dollars a week and that was  good money. 

Doug I suppose that was good money? 

Robert Yes, well it was probably the basic wage at that time. I can’t remember what the 
basic wage was. 

Doug Alright, well, we need to wrap up then Robert.  I think we’ve covered most 
things.  If we need to come back together and do a further interview then  we’ll 
do that.  In the mean-time what I’ll do is we’ll take this recording now and we’ll 
put a transcript together and I’ll come back to you with the transcript and I’ll ask 
you to check the spelling of names and places and people and this sort of thing. 
Then we’ll finalise it and if there’s any more recording required then we will do 
it. 

Doug My name is Doug Ayre the date is Friday the 22nd of February 2019 and I’m 
continuing with the interview of Robert Brodie-Hall.  Good morning Robert. 

Doug Now we’re going to talk about the British Car Day? 

Robert Thanks Doug.  The Gingin British Car Day was an initiative of mine when I was 
the Town Ward councillor on the Shire of Gingin because I felt that it was 
important for a councillor to contribute more than just attending meetings and I 
had an interest in developing some sort of a tourist project for the Shire, or for 
the town, because it was an area that really hadn’t been explored by the 
businesses or anyone else to promote Gingin.   

In the mid-1980’s there was a growing interest in the benefits that tourism 
projects could bring to rural and regional Australia. There were some pretty 
good success stories already happening, Dowerin Field Day has been running 
for 20 years. 

Doug Very successful wasn’t it? 

Robert Very successful.  The York Jazz Festival was another project that was working 
very well for York and the Avon Valley Descent was a great promotion for 
Northam and for Western Australia because it became an international event.   

In York, around about 1985, a project was initiated in York called the York Walk 
where visitors participated in a tour, a self-guided tour around the historical 
precinct of York and this became the York Walk  which   became a template for 
what became the Gingin Walkabout brochure. 

Doug Just tell me a bit about that. What was the Gingin Walkabout brochure? 

Robert Right.  The initial focus of the project that I was developing was to promote the 
historical cultural and scenic attributes of Gingin and to try and develop or 
promote the town as a day trip destination from the Perth metropolitan area 
because I was surprised at how many people I met from outside of Gingin that 
had never even heard of the place and here we were only 82 kilometres from 
the metropolitan area.   

So, the idea was to identify significant points of interest around the town and 
produce a brochure which would guide visitors from one point of interest to 
another on a walk trail that could be easily identified. And the progression of 
that would be that we could then create an event around the Gingin Walkabout 
and encourage people to come to Gingin on one particular day of the year for 
an event that would introduce them to the attractions of the town and perhaps 
instil in them some enthusiasm to visit again or maybe return with other visitors.  



 
 

So, I introduced the concept of a project firstly to the Shire Council and then to 
a public relations man with Westpac Bank with a request that the bank sponsor 
the production and printing costs of a brochure.  The Shire didn’t oppose the 
idea.  I am   not saying that they were overly enthusiastic about it but if I was 
going to do the work, they were quite happy to support it, and the bank were 
quite enthusiastic and gave me sponsorship of $1500 to produce and print a 
brochure for the event.   

We engaged an artist to come to town and sketch all of the important 
attractions on the walk trail and then all the sketches were given to a publication 
house called Holiday Stopover which was a tourism magazine that circulated 
widely to the caravan industry, or to the caravanning public in Western 
Australia, and they’d had the task of producing the brochure.   

We chose Sunday the 17th of May in 1987 as the day that we would launch the 
Gingin Walkabout trail and put together a program of events - a program of 
activity and entertainment - for whoever turned up.  We had no idea how many 
people were going to turn up.   

The manager of the West Australian Tourism Commission at the time, a fellow 
called Barry Jones, agreed to officially launch the project and we sought some 
free entertainment and fortunately we were able to secure the support of the 5th 
Military District Band and they came up for the day.  Wesfarmers had a 
promotional hot-air balloon which could be inflated and tethered next to the 
Granville Civic Centre.   

The Westpac Bank man was a member of the Veteran and Vintage Car Club so 
I invited him to see if he could rally some of his vintage car owner friends and 
take part in the day and six cars from the Veteran and Vintage Car Club turned 
up.   

We had a local 10th Light Horse Brigade Troop. Of course, the 10th Light Horse 
Brigade were stationed in Gingin during the Second War and so that had some 
local content as well and they were able to present in formation and show us 
some of the manoeuvres that they’d been practicing.   

We had a lot of support from local clubs, groups, and individuals to conduct 
stalls and demonstrations of local produce and craft. We approached 
newspapers and we were fortunate in having advertisements in The 
Countryman and the Sunday Times. At the time all of that was granted to us 
free so it was quite a big sponsorship to be able to get the sort of advertising we 
got free of charge. 

Robert On the day it was a tremendously successful day.  We didn’t know how many 
people were going to turn up.  We were anticipating maybe 500 and we 
estimate that 1500 people turned up so catering was a problem.  The CWA 
ladies did a marvellous job trying to keep food and beverages up to the crowd 
but they eventually spilled over out of the parklands down into the local shop at 
Lucrafts and pretty much emptied the shelves at the shop in the afternoon.   

And then, after the event was officially launched by Barry Jones, we took a 
crowd of people on a guided tour along the walkabout trail and gave them a 
brief description of each attraction as we paused and viewed the location 
starting at the railway station, to the Uniting Church, through the VC Gordon 
Trail, up to the old Shire or the Road Board office back to through the town to St 
Luke’s church and back into the park.   

Interestingly an aside to that was that our portable sound system wasn’t 
working  because the batteries were flat so we put a 12-volt car battery in a 



 
 

wheelbarrow and attached a microphone to the public speaking system to the 
battery and pushed the wheelbarrow around with the battery in it and I 
accompanied the wheelbarrow and gave people a bit of a talk as we were going 
around the town. 

Doug So you had a portable power supply? 

Robert Yes. The event was successful and following the success of the launched event 
we re-ran the event in October of 1988 with the thought that if we were 
following the Royal Show, we might get a spill over from all the agricultural 
shows that happened in the spring time.  

But the second running of the walkabout event was quite successful that it 
became apparent that people were pretty well exhausted from all the shows 
that were happening at that time of the year. We decided then that May was a 
better - the autumn was a better time to run the event than the spring - so in 
1989 we returned to the third Sunday in May which became the day the event 
would be scheduled for the rest of its occurrence.   

Doug Now this event is which event? 

Robert Well this is in 1989 and it’s still the Gingin Walkabout Visitor Invitation Day. But 
around about that time, probably following the 1989 event, I was approached by 
fellows from the Hotham Valley Tourist Railway and the Rolls Royce Owners’ 
Club who expressed an interest in being involved and coming to the day. So, 
over the next 12 months we negotiated with Hotham Valley. The Rolls Royce 
Owners’ Club came on very enthusiastically and in 1990 the event morphed 
into ‘Car Day’. 

Doug Right. 

Robert It still probably wasn’t called the Gingin British Car Day but we had the support 
of the Rolls Royce Owners’ Club who solicited the support of the combined 
British Car Clubs and in 1990 we would have had probably over 100 cars turn 
up for the day. 

Doug How do you think the Rolls Royce Owners’ Club latched on to you? 

Robert Well I think the Rolls Royce Club - the car clubs - are always looking for 
destinations to travel to and Gingin being so accessible in only being an hour 
from the metropolitan area which is a comfortable run for an older car. 

Robert And because a lot of the car clubs 30 years ago were running motor cars that 
were veteran and vintage so I’m sure that the Rolls Royce Club was looking for 
a destination and maybe the publicity that we got from the Gingin Walkabout 
visitor invitation day introduced them to it.   

Certainly, that was the case. Hotham Valley had been doing wildflower trips in 
to the region prior to meeting me at Gingin but they were really enthusiastic 
about running a train to Gingin for the car day and one year the train ran a full 
complement of 26 carriages with 1200 people on board. That also was a little 
bit of a problem for the organisation of the stores and activities and 
entertainment because when 1200 people descended from the railway line 
down to the parklands  then  all of a sudden, all the cake stalls were empty, all 
the jam stalls were empty. You know, 1200 people just raided the place and it 
was after that occasion it was apparent that we needed to have a lot more 
activity and stalls and catering facilities to cater for a crowd, 

Doug So, it was growing, in other words? 

Robert Yes.  On that occasion the train, which was pulled by a steam engine, the 
engine pulled up adjacent to the railway crossing at Wells Street which is the 



 
 

main street running out of town and extended all the way down past the railway 
station to the railway crossing at Roe Street. 

Robert Now that’s got to be half a kilometre. It was a long train so it was a pretty 
impressive sight having the train come into town like that.   

It was problematic for the Hotham Valley Tourist Railway that they could only 
run steam if the season had broken and the countryside was green because 
there was always a risk with steam engines that they could start a fire alongside 
the railway tracks.  So, if the season hadn’t broken and the countryside was dry 
- and probably in the early ‘90’s we did have a period of very dry autumns - they 
couldn’t use steam.  Now, steam was the attraction to the passengers  because  
everyone wanted to ride a steam train so, when they arrived at the railway 
station and there was a diesel engine pulling the train then they felt that they’d 
been short changed and after a couple of years of diesel trains the crowd 
started to peter off.  

I guess another problem was with Perth’s population being quite small at that 
time all of the attractions like Atlantis Marine Park and El Caballo, once people 
had visited once or maybe twice taking friends there, they’d seen enough and 
so after about 10 years the crowds on the Hotham Valley Railway trains started 
to peter off and it eventually became uneconomical for them to run the train.  
The last train that came to Gingin for the British Car Day had 96 people on 
board and it was just uneconomical.   

Robert Part of that was that the tourist railway had to pay to use the railway line.  They 
had to pay West Rail - or the West Australian Government Railways, WAGR it 
would have been at the time - they had to pay to use the track and even though 
their volunteers were retired railway workers they weren’t allowed to operate 
the train.  They had to hire union operators, union engine drivers, to drive the 
train and the regulations that the union put on the way their people could 
operate just made it impractical to continue.   

There used to be union engine drivers drove the train to Gingin and then a 
station wagon with relief drivers followed the train to Gingin and when the train 
went up to Mooliabeenee to turn around then the crew that bought the train up 
took the station wagon back and the crew that came up in the station wagon 
waited until it was time for the train to go back to Perth and they took the train 
back. And all that had to be paid for see, so it became uneconomical and 
Hotham Valley dropped out.   

But by then the event was 10 years old, it had a good track record and was 
attracting a decent crowd probably up to 5,000 people and we felt that we 
weren’t losing anything other than the attraction of having the train come to 
town. 

Doug Still initially there’d been large numbers of people with it hadn’t there? 

Robert Yes. In the early years it was important that those 1200 people came and even 
with an ever-dwindling number on the train it was important that that crowd 
arrived. 

Robert Because of the train and the history of trains coming to Gingin for picnic days 
and social outings, we had a bit of trouble establishing the name for the Gingin 
British Car Day because everyone referred to it as the Train Day. And people 
still refer to it as the Gingin Train Day. 

Robert After about 10 years the Rolls Royce Club decided that they wanted to pass  on  
their involvement which had an organisation aspect to it. They wanted to hand 
that on to someone else and we were fortunate that the Jaguar Car Club of 



 
 

Western Australia decided that they’d hop in and play a role. And so, probably 
since the early 2000’s the Jaguar Car Club of Western Australia has been an 
important part of running the day. But the success of the day continued to grow. 
In 2009 we probably had our best day in terms of the weather leading up to the 
day which is important because if the forecast for the day a week out is good 
then we know we’re going to get a good crowd. If there’s a forecast of rain or 
inclement weather we know it’s not going to be so good. 

So, in 2009 everything lined up and we estimated we had 850 British cars turn 
up and probably a crowd of 5,000 to 6,000 people. That was probably the peak 
of the event in that so many cars turned up they couldn’t all get a park and so I 
think some of the car owners said ‘well, we go to Gingin but we couldn’t find 
any way to park the car so we won’t go anymore’. And so, the car numbers 
seem to have plateaued out at about 600 which is  perfect   for the facility that 
we’ve got - for the car parking areas that we’ve got available  because   600 
cars is sufficient to make a really good day.   

The 3rd Sunday in May seems to have been a really good choice for the day 
because over the 30 years of the event we’ve never been washed out.  We’ve 
had maybe a couple of wet starts and maybe a couple of wet finishes but we’ve 
never had a day where it’s been bleak and raining all day.  We’ve even had 
people say to us that they tell their friends if they want to organise an event 
have it on the 3rd Sunday in May because it never rains on the 3rd Sunday in 
May. 

Doug But the weather has broken nevertheless? 

Robert We did have a problem. We had one problem that developed was that we lost a 
big area of car parking space in a paddock that was available behind the hotel 
and adjacent to the main Granville Park area where we probably used to park 
200 cars but in the years when the season didn’t break and the ground was 
very dusty the car owners didn’t like driving through a dry dusty area and 
having the dust settle on their cars. 

Robert And so, that seemed to culminate around about 2008 too because in that year - 
when we had 850 cars - we were using that area behind the hotel and that was 
the last time we used it and we lost a lot of cars that year because we just ran 
out of car parking space. 

Doug Just tell me something Robert.  You’re talking about numbers of cars, are these 
all the British cars or are they British Cars plus visitors? 

Robert They’re just display cars. Just British cars. 

Robert We did put a tracker counter one year across the Cochrane Road leading into 
town and we were able to compare the difference between the number of cars 
that come into town on any weekend against the number of cars that came into 
town on British Car Day weekend and, apart from the display cars  of   the 800 
cars there were probably another 1,000 visitor cars that came to town and that’s 
one way of estimating the number of people. you know. If you say 1,000 cars 
come in to town and there’s two people in every car there’s 2,000 people. The 
British Cars come up with 800 cars and there’s another 1,600 people there and 
that was how we estimated. 

Doug So, car parking for visitors would have been at a premium?   

Robert Every street, every side street, every driveway, every shopping centre car park, 
was full.  Cars were parking a kilometre away from the display area and people 
were walking a kilometre to get to the event so in later years we were able to 
put a shuttle bus in with support of the Shire that had a community bus and we 



 
 

ran a shuttle bus from a car parking area behind the Shire offices and that was 
of assistance to people who couldn’t get a car park close.  

But it didn’t seem to worry people that they had to walk. Gingin’s quite a pretty 
little town and to be able to walk through the residential area or through the 
main street didn’t seem to be a problem. 

Doug No. It’s a pleasant place to walk through let’s face it.  

Robert Yes. Of course. We had the support of the hotel.  

Robert I’ve thought about some of the landmark achievements for the event. One thing 
that we’re very proud of is that the event has remained a free entry event over 
the 30 years of running it. We haven’t had to charge. It’s always been able to 
fund itself so that we haven’t had to charge people an entry.   

In 2003 we featured on the television program ‘Postcards’ which gave us half 
an hour of television exposure which was really good for the event as well.  In 
2006 the event received a Premier’s Australia Day Active Citizenship Award for 
an outstanding contribution by a local group or community event and in 2006 
we nominated in the Regional Achievement and Community Awards program 
run by West Australian Tourism Commission and received a Certificate of 
Achievement.   

Over the 30 years it’s estimated that community services sporting groups that 
have supported the Gingin British Car Day have benefited to the tune of 
$300,000. which is invaluable fund raising  because it comes from outside. It’s 
not coming from the locals. 

Doug Good Lord. It’s a bonus in other words isn’t it really? 

Robert And, of course, there has been a trickledown effect from the increased visitor 
numbers to the town that I’m sure is a result of the British Car Day and, so, we 
see a lot more activity in the town on weekends with people visiting and coming 
up for a cup of coffee or just a look around town and to become part of a tourist 
drive route that takes in the Chittering Valley, Gingin, Yanchep National Park 
and the beaches whatever. So, there’s now. There’s certainly now a lot more 
tourist activity in Gingin than there was previously and so I feel that the event 
has achieved what it set out to do. 

Doug Yes. It certainly sounds like it.  Is it ongoing? 

Robert Yes.  It will continue.  I’ve handed over a greater part of the organisation of the 
event to the Community Resource Centre staff so they do all the booking, and 
all the organising, all the advertising.  My involvement now is largely with setting 
up the day before and pulling down after the event.   

Doug Yes.  I suppose the pool of potential visitors from Perth has grown as well 
though hasn’t it? 

Robert Yes, yes certainly.  One year we ran the same day as the Air Show at Pearce 
and we feared that no one would come to Gingin and they’d all stop at Pearce 
to go to the Air Show but, by one o’clock in the afternoon on that particular day, 
I can remember commenting that ‘I don’t think anyone’s gone to Pearce they’ve 
all come to Gingin’. We had good crowds. 

Doug I wonder whether you draw from a different pool of people? 

Robert Yes, well certainly that’s possible. One of the things that we notice, or one of 
the things that we’ve been told anecdotally, is that the drive from Midland to 
Gingin on the day of the British Car Day can take anything up to two and a half 
hours just with the volume of slow-moving traffic on the highway. 



 
 

Robert One year the event was billed as a race between the Hotham Valley Tourist 
Railway Train and the cars coming the British cars coming to Gingin.  So, a 
whole bunch of cars lined up at Muchea, probably at the Muchea store, and the 
train   went past a line of British cars - some 100 years old –  which   took up 
the Brand Highway and created a monumental traffic jam.  No one could get 
past this snaking line of old cars and so we never did that again. We got too 
much criticism. 

Doug I can see you getting tarred and feathered for that.  

Robert One of the benefits of having free entry is that the cars don’t have to stop for 
the driver to look for $5 or $2 a head or whatever. They just drive straight in to 
town and there are marshals at the railway crossing who direct British cars one 
way and makes of any other car another way in to their respective parking 
areas. The Granville Park is divided up by the members of the Jaguar Car Club 
into areas for all the different makes of cars and one year we had a count and 
we had 35 different makes of motor cars.  So almost any British car that you 
could mention is represented.  

Robert From Rolls Royce down to the Morgans. 

Doug I really must come and have a look. 

Robert It’s a spectacular event. There would be, well we’ve had individual cars on 
display valued at over $1,000,000. 

Robert You know old Rolls Royce that are priceless   

Doug They’re irreplaceable. They’re irreplaceable, aren’t they? 

Robert Yes and classic cars of all sorts of makes. 

Doug So, it’s ongoing then Robert? 

Robert It’s ongoing and it’ll continue as long as we can do it now that the staff of the 
CRC are doing most of the organising  because that had become quite a task at 
the end.  

We now get funding from several sources. We get outside sources, we get 
funding from Health Ways, we get funding from Bendigo Bank. The event raises 
its own funds by selling space to stall holders - commercial stall holders. The 
stall holder numbers now are getting up to around 100 so there’s plenty for 
people to do. There’s plenty of activities. 

Robert So, yes, it’ll continue on in the future as long as the town’s big enough to 
contain the number of cars that want to come in. As long as there’s space for 
them it’ll keep operating. 

Doug Good, good.  And what’s the next item on your agenda then Robert? 

Robert For me? Retirement. 

Doug No, no, no you’ll never retire. I don’t believe you. No, you must have something 
else in mind? 

Robert Look, I’ve always had visions of some sort of a Marching Band Festival in 
Gingin. You know what I mean?  On a weekend if we could get five, or 10, or 20 
Marching Bands to come to Gingin and perform in various spots around the 
town and then, maybe even as a big group, march the full length of the street 
from the railway crossing to the post office that’d be a tremendous event. But 
that is a lot of organisation goes into these things.  

And, of course, one of the things everyone has to consider now is the possibility 
of litigation and public liability insurance for public events is horrendously 



 
 

expensive and it really is a disincentive for anyone to get out and to try and 
organise something. 

Doug Yes, it is isn’t it? 

Robert I mean the British Car Day ran for 15 years without any insurance at all. I ran it 
at my own risk and nothing happened. In 30 years, we’ve never had an event - 
a tourist-related event.  Now insurance costs us $2,500 to $3,000 for the day 
and you have to find ways of covering that. 

Doug Indeed, it’s a fact of life isn’t it? 

Doug Alright well look that’s a tremendous story and it’s ongoing. I’m waiting for the 
Marching Bands though. I look forward to that. 

Robert Yes. But it’s interesting that groups of people like car clubs and band group, 
music groups, and whatever, they’re all willing to participate to get exposure 
and to take part.  

We’ve had the West Australian Youth Symphony Orchestra come up here.  
We’ve had the Police Pipes and Drums.  We’ve got the Kalamunda District Pipe 
Band - they come up every year.  The Australian Model Ship Society come up 
every year and put on a magnificent display of model ships on the scenic pool. 
You only have to ask people to participate and they’ll jump at the opportunity. 
There are plenty of avenues to explore. 

Doug I have to say - and I’m not much biased - but Gingin’s a very attractive place to 
come to.  You know it and I know it and it’s a very agreeable town isn’t it? 

Robert Yes.  Well and it has that advantage that it’s only an hour from Perth and once 
this the North Link Project Highway gets finished, we’ll only be an hour from 
Armadale. 

Robert So, whereas at the moment for the British Car Day we see our main target 
market as being the northern suburbs - the hills and the northern suburbs with 
the decrease in travel time on the freeway and the Northern Link we can get 
people from Mandurah. 

Doug Oh, you could, because if they’ve got access to the freeway, you’re in business. 
Absolutely. 

Robert You’re right. I mean it’s Gingin, and the park the Granville Park where we hold 
the event is such an attractive setting. People just love it. 

Doug Well it just strikes me that you’ve got a real opportunity with this new road 
coming through to expand the pool of potential visitors. 

Robert Yes. 

Doug Robert is there anything you’d like to add? 

Robert No that’s it, Doug. 

Doug Well thank you for talking to me. That’s been very, very interesting. Thank you. 

 


