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NOTES TO THE READER ON INTERPRETATION OF THIS TRANSCRIPT 
 
Readers of this oral history transcript need to be aware, that it is not strictly a verbatim transcript 
of the words as spoken during the interview that was conducted in the form of a natural 
conversation between the interviewer and the person being interviewed. Some changes have 
been made in order to clarify what was intended and to facilitate the flow of the document. 
 
Much of what is said in such interviews relies upon the accuracy of the memory of the person 
being interviewed and readers should bear this in mind and judge for themselves how factually 
accurate the material is. The interviewer has sought to clarify or verify facts and statements made 
during the interview where this seemed appropriate. 
 
The views and opinions expressed within the transcript are those of the person expressing them 
in the interview. 
 
Please refer to the notes on the following page to aid interpretation of the transcript. 
Note 1  
 
The recording comprises 2 parts and runs for a total of 77 minutes. 
 
Note 2 
 
Where the interviewer has used words such as ‘Yes’, ‘Right’ or ‘OK” as an encouragement, but 
not as anything else then these words have not been transcribed unless they are relevant for 
the context. Commonly used habitual phrases have also been deleted from the transcript.  
 
Note 3 
 
The interviewer and/or the interviewee have inserted occasional words or phrases (which are 
not in the original recording) into the transcript in order to clarify the context of what was being 
said. These words are shown in the form they would say.  
 
Note 4 
 
Where a sentence has a series of dots in the text such as ……… this indicates that the 
speaker paused, the recording was not clear enough to transcribe accurately what was said or 
the following speaker interrupted what was being said. 
 
Note 5 
 
The interviewer is referred to as ‘Doug’ in the transcript and to the subject speaker 
(interviewee) is referred to as ‘Norma’ as appropriate. 
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INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT 
 
Speaker Text 

 
Doug Right I’ll just start my introduction.  My name is Doug Ayre, the date is the 23rd of 

October 2019 and I’m interviewing Norma Gray at her home in Gingin and I’m 
interviewing her on behalf of the Gingin Resource Centre for the Shire of Gingin 
Oral History Project.  Right, now, Norma can we start with your full name please? 
 

Norma Norma Wood Gray. 
 

Doug Right, and when were you born? 
 

Norma I was born on the 27th of the 2nd,  1924. 
 

Doug So how old does that make you then? 
 

Norma Makes me 95. 
 

Doug 95, right.  Okay.  Where were you born? 
 

Norma I was born in Cottesloe. It was Buckland Hill in those days. And I was the fourth 
child. 
 

Doug Okay. Can you tell me a bit about your mother? 
 

Norma We don’t know too much about our mother because we were very young when 
she died and, with having so many children, she didn’t have enough time to sit 
down and talk about herself. She died at 45, so we never had a lot of contact 
because we were busy doing chores to look after the rest of the family. 
 

Doug How many children did she have? 
 

Norma She had 10 children.  
 

Doug Ten? So, they were all your brothers and sisters?  
 

Norma 
 

 Brothers and sisters, yes, and I was the fourth one. 

Doug  So, you got to help out then? 
 

Norma Yes, we were made to. We all had our little jobs to do but when my Mum died, 
we, the second girl and me, we looked after the rest of the kids and they were 
quite young when my Mum died.  One, he was two and a half and it was quite a 
big job to wash and cook for the family. 
 

Doug Yes, it would be.  Alright tell me a bit about your father? 
 

Norma Well my father and I didn’t get along that much.  I suppose we didn’t talk a great 
lot.  He was never home because he was away working. In the winter he used to 
go kangaroo shooting for skins. They’d dry the skins and sell them so much a 
pound  weight. So, he was away six months of the year.  They’d go away in July 
and come home in December. 

Doug Obviously when the hot weather came, he was home, was he? 



 

 

 

 
Norma Yes, they didn’t do any shooting then. He was mainly fencing – would   go 

fencing in the summer and get jobs doing that. 
 

Norma Later on, he helped build the airstrip in the war years at Beermullah which was a 
job that we much appreciated because there wasn’t enough work around then 
about that time. So that was good. 
 

Doug What did he do? Did he drive a grader or something like that? 
 

Norma No, no he was just an axeman. 
 

Doug So, he cleared the scrub and that sort of thing? 
 

Norma And digging trenches and things like that. In his young day he was a sleeper 
cutter and he cut a lot of the sleepers for the Midland  Railway line. 
 

Doug Well he sounds as if he wasn’t afraid of work then? 
 

Norma No. There was work when he could get it. Work was hard to get in those days for 
ordinary men – the ones with no experience - because he never had any 
schooling. It was only what his father taught them, but he could read and write 
quite alright. 
 

Doug Was your dad a local lad then? 
 

Norma He was a local lad and his parents were pretty well first out or they were the early 
settlers  in the area. 
 

Doug What was the family name? 
 

Norma Harris. 
 

Doug And what about your mother’s family then? 
 

Norma We don’t know too much about our mother’s family. We’ve never done the 
history of it and because she died so young, we were young, and if she did tell us 
well it’s hard to remember. 
 

Doug You don’t take notice when you’re younger either do you? 
 

Norma That’s true too because we were just two kids, too fond of playing. 
 

Doug As you do? 
 

Norma Yes. 
 

Doug So, you were born in Cottesloe but you were brought up in Gingin?  
 

Norma In Beermullah. 
 

Doug You lived in Beermullah did you? 
 

Norma I lived there for until the day I was married. I was married at 24. We had a busy 



 

 

 

life up until then. We didn’t sit around like the children do today, we just got out 
and played. There was nothing else for us I suppose but we were either running, 
jumping, doing something. 
 

Doug Let’s just go back to your childhood before. We’ll come back to that later.  Where 
did you go to Primary School? 
 

Norma Of course. We went to the Beermullah State School and I started there when I 
was six and finished when I was 15½. 
 

Doug That’s quite a long while then? 
 

Doug And that was at the State School? 
 

Norma Yes, at the State School.  
 

Doug How many ‘roomed school’ was that? 
 

Norma That was just a one-room school. One teacher and he taught all classes. 
 

Doug How did they manage then? They must have had a mixed class? 
 

Norma Well there was seven grades, or seven ‘classes’ in those days they called them. 
They were pretty good. They’d all be in the one room but you all had your 
lessons set out for you.  A lot of stuff was written on the board. 
 

Doug What were your teachers like? 
 

Norma They were very good. Actually, we all loved all our teachers especially Mr Brown, 
the teacher I had when I first went to school. He was a lovely man. Always came 
to school with a collar and tie and well-dressed.  But some of the others didn’t, 
they’d just come in open necked shirt. But he was always a real gentleman and 
the way he spoke to us children he was really, really nice. 
 

Doug Did you have any lady teachers? 
 

Norma I had one for about six months when I first started and then Mr Brown took over 
and was there for a couple of years. Teachers only stayed a couple of years out 
there. 
 

Doug Yes, well, I suppose Beermullah would have been considered a country posting 
wouldn’t it? 
 

Norma Yes, it was a country posting. We rode our horses to school. 
 

Doug Did you? 
 

Norma Yes, we had a four-mile ride, so we had to leave home no later than eight o’clock 
to be there and wash up because you always got to school dirty when you rode a 
horse. There was the horse sweat especially in the summer. And then you’d go 
in by nine o’clock or quarter to nine. I know we used to go to school earlier than 
what the children do today. 
 
 



 

 

 

Doug You rode your horse for what - four miles? 
Norma Four miles. 

 
Doug Four miles and that took about half an hour? 

 
Norma They were tied up at school. We had some lovely shady trees they had so that 

was good. 
 

Doug Were you able to go out during the day and look at your horse and make sure he 
was okay? 
 

Norma Yes and of course we used to tie them up but in the finish, later on we made a 
paddock but the gate leading into the paddock was sometimes left open and 
when you come out the horses were home. 
 

Doug They’d left you behind had they? 
 

Norma That happened quite a few times. ‘Who left the gate open, our horses are gone’.  
And they’d go home.1 
 

Doug How many kids used to ride horses? 
 

Norma There were generally four of us going to school at once and three of the other 
Harris’s so that was seven. And there were two others so there was nine and 
three more. There was 12 and another one so there were 13.  It would have 
been most of the children. 
 

Doug When you went to school on your horse you wouldn’t have had one horse for 
each child surely? 
 

Norma No, no. We rode together. 
 

Doug Okay how did that work? 
 

Norma Double dinky. We shared, but the eldest one always had a horse to herself and 
then the others - boy and girl - and then there were two girls on a horse. And 
later on, when we got older there were only two horses needed with five people 
going to school. Three of us rode on the same horse and that was a bit of trauma 
because I was the one on the back all the time. 
 

Doug That meant you kept falling off did it? 
 

Norma No but they wouldn’t let me hang on to the saddle and sometimes it was difficult. 
 

Doug So, if you were at the front you had something to hang on? 
 

Norma Yes. 
 

Doug And if you were at the back you had to hang on to the kids in front? 
 

Norma Yes and they would say ‘don’t touch me’.  
It was good. We had a good life. At our school there was never a lot of 
disagreements, or if you did you have your fight, or punch-up, you’d forget about 

 
1 The horses would get out of the paddock and make their way home. 



 

 

 

it the next day. There were no grievances. 
 

Doug Sure. So, what did you do for lunch and this sort of thing? Did you take a packed 
lunch with you to school? 
 

Norma Yes, we had to cut our own lunches. We didn’t have anything very fancy in our 
lunch boxes.  Fruit wasn’t thought of in those days. You never had fruit because 
it was too hard to get and too expensive. We used to go and pinch the oranges 
next door so we could have an orange in our lunch box. 
 

Doug Because they used to grow a lot of oranges around here, didn’t they? 
 

Norma Most of the old places used to have an orange and a lemon tree. 
 

Doug After your mum had died were you still going to school? 
 

Norma No, I’d left school.  
When we went to school, we got paid sixpence a day for going to school so that 
sixpence a day helped my mum clothe us and pay doctors’ bills. It didn’t seem 
much but when there was five going to school then it was useful that 25 pence. 
 

Doug Well it adds up doesn’t it and it helps? 
 

Norma Yes, well of course that was around about Depression time and there’s people 
saying ‘how did you live like that?’ but we didn’t know any different and it wasn’t 
around for us to have. So, you weren’t looking for what the other man had 
because he had the same. We were all in the same boat. 
 

Doug You’re a bit like me. I think that I was told once that I had a very disadvantaged 
childhood and I said ‘well that’s a shame because I didn’t know!’ 
 

Norma Well it was and to go back over the time you think we had a wonderful time 
really.  We had nothing but we didn’t look for anything. 
 

Norma If we only had tennis to go to or something to do at the weekends - something 
special  then   - it was made special because  that was it. 
 

Doug Tell me about your life at home. There had been up to 10 children in the family, 
how did you all sort of bunk in? 
 

Norma Well we had a double bed the three of us used to have to sleep in, or four, 
because I had to sleep at the bottom with my feet up and three along the top.  
You can imagine how I was always getting into trouble. I was kicking them or 
moving around.  
Of course, there was a boy, the elder boy, he slept by himself out on the veranda 
with a little enclosed room. 
 

Doug The boys always got to sleep on the veranda, didn’t they? 
 

Norma Yes, they were braver. 
 

Doug Were they? I see. Good job.   
What about cooking? What did your Mum cook on? 
 



 

 

 

Norma We had a Metters 2 stove, that was absolutely worn out. 
Doug That was a wood-burning stove?  

 
Norma Wood-burning stove and we used to have to go and get the wood. If Dad wasn’t 

home, us girls had to go and get the wood and carry it home on our backs and 
that was ‘hard yakka’. Because my brother was away working at that stage. At 14 
or 15 he left school and went to work so he wasn’t home.  
He used to ride his bike to work or walk to work in the first place. When he got 
enough wages, he got a pushbike and that’s what he used to get around on but 
you didn’t go too far in those days because the roads weren’t very good. 
 

Doug You and your sisters used to go and get the wood then, did you? 
 

Norma Yes. 
Doug Where did you get it? 

 
Norma There was plenty of wood around in those days, just up in the paddock. We 

probably had to carry it 200 or 300 yards or more. 
 

Doug Did you have to cut it up? 
 

Norma We had to cut it with an axe to length, put it in a bag on your back and pitch it 
over one fence by the time you got home so it wasn’t easy. But we knew nothing 
else. Sometimes, when Dad was home, he’d get loads of wood and we’d saw it 
with a crosscut. The big one yes, that’s a crosscut, yes.2  
Oh. ‘you don’t push you pull, you don’t pull you push’, so there was lots of 
arguments about it because the one younger than me didn’t like doing it. 
 

Doug You had a sawhorse, did you? 
 

Norma Yes, we had a sawhorse to cut them in.  
 

Doug What did you do for water? 
 

Norma We had a well on the place and we used to have to drag it out of the well with a 
bucket with a rope on it. It was very hard water with a lot of iron in the water 
where we were, but many-a-time, we’ve dropped that bucket and it went down 
the well and we’d have to clean the well out to get the bucket out. So, you could 
imagine when we were kids always blaming the other. 
 

Doug How deep was the well? 
 

Norma The well was 60 feet I suppose. 
 

Doug And you used to have go down and clean it out? 
 

Norma Yes. 
  

Doug Rather you than me. 
 

Norma I don’t think I ever did it, but I went down a couple of times. I used to get 
claustrophobia, but the brother used to do it and the other sister. You’d have to 
clean it out every so often because it’d silt up and that’s the part I didn’t like when 

 
2 Reference to a saw on display. 



 

 

 

you went down and if you had to tread in the water you’d sink. 
 

Doug Well you’d find a few creepies and crawlies in there too, wouldn’t you? 
 

Norma Plenty of frogs. 
 

Doug Yes?  Did you get any snakes? 
 

Norma Not in the well. Because we was using it all the time. 
 

Doug What did you do for a toilet? 
 

Norma A thunder-box. 
 

Doug Outside toilet? 
 

Norma Yes, outside down the back yard. 
  

Doug You say a ‘thunder-box’, what do you mean by that? 
 

Norma Oh, just the bucket. 
 

Doug Yes, so the Shire used to come and empty it did they or what  
 

Norma No, no, no. We were out on the farm, so we had to do it ourselves. That was 
always another problem fighting over who was going to do it. 
 

Doug What did you do? Dig a hole in a paddock? 
 

Norma Dig a hole in the garden and just buried it. 
  

Doug Sounds like good fun? 
 

Norma Yes, wasn’t good fun when you had to do it. 
 

Doug What did you do for lighting? 
 

Norma We just had the old kerosene light with the wick and the kerosene. And that got 
to the Aladdin Lamp with the mantle and you lit the mantle and that was a 
brighter light. 
 

Doug So that was a pressure lamp? 
 

Norma Then there was a pressure light that you pumped up. 
 

Norma What else did we do? 
 

Doug The Aladdin Lamp that was a wick but it had a mantle did it? 
 

Norma It had a mantle, yes. 
 

Doug And you had a pressure lamp? What was that a Coleman lamp or something like 
that? 

Norma Can’t remember. They just called it Aladdin Lamp and I don’t think that had 



 

 

 

pressure.3 No, it just had a mantle and that used to burn.  But it was like very fine 
mesh and it was like a dome shape but if you touched it when it was opened up  
it’d just fall to pieces. 
 

Doug Well they made of silk weren’t they and you used to burn them? 
 

Norma Burn it  and it was asbestos actually. 
 

Doug It was asbestos was it? It used to then glow didn’t it? 
Norma Yes, that’s right.  When you put a new one on it was just like a little flat bit of silk. 

That’s right. No, that was the last light wasn’t it? 
 

Doug You never had electric then? 
 

Norma No, there was no electric out there even when I left home. 
 

Doug Did you use rainwater at all? 
 

Norma No, we never had a rainwater tank. We used to have to draw every bit out of the 
well and the water in the well was always cool it was never warm. 
 

Doug So how did you organise having a bath or something like that? 
 

Norma Well we had a tub and you all went through the same water so you were always 
anxious to be first in the tub. 
 

Doug Who got to go first then? 
 

Norma Oh whoever. I don’t know whether we took turns or what, but it was generally 
Mum when she was alive. But after that I think whoever was ready, they’d hop in 
and if they were too slow getting in well you beat them to it. 
 

Doug By the time you’d all finished the water would be pretty thick then? 
 

Norma Oh yes it was. You’d just add a bit more hot water to the bath. 
 

Doug Just heat it up and add a bit more. When you’d finished your bath, what did you 
do with the bath water? 
 

Norma We had to cart it out using the handle on each end of the bath. You got on and 
you lifted it. 
 

Doug You emptied it on the garden, did you? 
 

Norma  Used a bucket. We never had much garden because you had to water it by 
hand. It was too much drawing the water out of the well for a garden. 
 

Doug It would be if it was 60 feet deep. 
  

Norma Mum and I  just grew a lot of peas but that was in the winter time of course. 
 

Doug Peas are always a good crop, aren’t they? 

 
3 An Aladdin Lamp did not have a pressure vessel but simply burned kerosene vapour to form a blue flame which then heated a 

mantle which caused it to become incandescent producing white light. 



 

 

 

 
Norma They used to be beautiful peas.  Broad beans and cabbages we could grow 

good. 
 

Doug Well it sounds like you could grow anything as long as you had water? 
 

Norma Water mmm.  Water’s very, very important when you get a place. 
 

Doug Did you grow anything like carrots or anything like that? 
 

Norma No, we never had a success with carrots out there. We grew cauliflower and 
swedes. Swedes were a great success.  Turnips. 
 

Doug What did you do for meat? 
 

Norma Well we had all sorts of meats. We had kangaroo, we had goat, we had wild 
turkey, wild duck, rabbits.  We never had emus. I can remember because it was 
too tough. And at Christmas time, you always killed a rooster and killed a lamb 
and that was our Christmas treat. 
 

Doug When you had a goat or a roo or whatever who used to kill that? 
 

Norma My father. 
  

Doug So, when he wasn’t there you went without did you? 
 

Norma No. My mother and I cut a sheep’s throat with a table knife once because we 
were meat hungry. And I tell you that was funniest looking goat carcass that  
you’d ever seen.  We got the shoulder blade off onto the skin, oh dear me, 
because trying to cut anything like that with a half-sharp knife it wasn’t easy. 
 

Norma Because Dad had his hunting knives which no one was allowed to touch anyhow 
only him. Then after that, as years rolled on, we got butchers’ meat but that 
wasn’t too often. 
 

Doug No, well that cost money didn’t it? 
 

Norma Mmm, mmm. 
 

Doug You mentioned rabbits. Did you eat many rabbits? 
 

Norma Plenty of rabbits. 
 

Doug Were there plenty of them? 
 

Norma There was plenty of them out there, yes. 
  

Doug How did you catch rabbits? 
 

Norma Well sometimes someone had a ferret or we set traps. Of course, now if you 
mention setting a trap you’d be shot for cruelty, but we used to set them and go 
around an hour later and check them and then didn’t set them again till morning. 
 

Doug This was one of the girls’ jobs was it? 



 

 

 

 
Norma Yes, one of the girls’ jobs. And they say ‘oh, where’s the torch’? Nowadays 

you’ve got to have a torch everywhere but we never had torches and we’d be in 
the dark. We knew where we were going I suppose. 
 

Doug It’s surprising what you can see in the dark isn’t it when you get used to it? 
 

Norma It is, yes. 
  

Doug  Now so you went to school until you were 15½. Did you have a job after that? 
Did you work? 
 

Norma No. After my Mum died and she died not long after I left school, I went to work at 
Kellerberrin for only six months because my older sister was home looking after 
the children and she couldn’t hack it, so I had to come home and help the second 
girl, Gwen and we were the two that looked after the family. 
 

Doug What did you do in Kellerberrin? 
 

Norma I worked in a little fruit shop. I had a great time up there with bunny hopping, or 
chasing bunnies, and having flour fights in the mill. We used to have flour fights. 
The boys were supposed to be working there but us girls would go there. 
 

Doug You did a bit of work in your spare time then?  
 

Norma Yes. That was good. 
 

Doug So, you came back home to help out at home? 
 

Norma I came home then I stopped there until I was married. 
 

Doug You were how old, 24, when you were married? 
 

Norma Yes, 24.  
 

Doug How did you meet your husband? 
 

Norma Well he and I we used to ride to Gingin on the horse and we used to go to 
dancing - old time dancing. 
 

Doug This was in Gingin? 
 

Norma In Gingin. So, we’d ride the 12 mile of a Saturday night and that’s how we met. 
 

Doug You say ‘ride’. How did you ride then? On a horse for 12 miles to Gingin to go to 
the dance? 
 

Norma Yes, then, when the war came, we did it every Saturday night because the 
soldiers were here. 
 

Doug Well you got plenty of partners I suppose? 
 

Norma Partners. That’s right. And that was good fun.  You’d be held up with the Army 
and accused of being traitors and all sort of things.  We thought that was fun. 



 

 

 

 
Doug They’d hold you up on your way, would they? 

 
Norma Yes. 

 
Doug They probably thought it was a bit of a joke anyway? 

 
Norma Yes. 

 
Doug When you say ‘we used to go’ who used to go with you? 

 
Norma The other two sisters, one older than me and the younger one. 

 
Doug What were their names? 

 
Norma Gwen and Dell. Dell that was the younger one and Gwen she was the second 

eldest. Then there was Jim that was my older brother and Dell. 
 

Doug So, you used to go to the dance. How did you meet your bloke then? 
 

Norma He used to come to the dances too from Bindoon. 
  

Doug I see, and that’s how you met him?  
 

Norma That’s how we met and after about four years, then we got married and had two 
kids. 
 

Doug Okay.  So, what was his name?  
 

Norma Cyril Gray. 
 

Doug And he came from Bindoon? Okay, so, when you married did you go and live in 
Bindoon? 
 

Norma Yes, I went and lived in Bindoon when I was married. 
 

Doug How long did you live in Bindoon? 
 

Norma 50 years.  
 

Doug Well that’s not long? 
 

Norma No. 
 

Doug Not when you say it quickly anyway? 
 

Norma No. And then I come back here and lived after he passed on. We had an orchard 
and vineyard over there. 
 

Doug Over in Bindoon where did you live? 
 

Norma We lived on Gray’s Road. They called it Gray’s Road. We had a little house built 
there and the property was pretty new when we went on to it. He’d planted 
grapes and orange trees which was a lot of work and we had 200 acres. 



 

 

 

 
Doug Did he own the property then? 

 
Norma Yes. 

 
Doug And that’s how you came to call it Gray’s Road is it? 

 
Norma Yes, well that’s how it was called Gray’s because they were the first settlers on 

that road.  
 
Because the old man came out from the Isle of Wight and he went to Upper 
Swan but things didn’t work out for him there. They wrote him off there and he 
came up and bought a bit of land in Bindoon and that’s how he started so it was 
passed down to the family, the two boys. 
 

Doug Okay, so you lived in Bindoon for 50 years? On the same property? 
 

Norma Yes. 
 

Doug Wow, and what was your house like? 
 

Norma It was only a little two-room house.  We didn’t have power to start with but, as we 
went on, we had not 240 volts the other one. What do you call it? 
 

Doug DC wasn’t it? 
 

Norma When you started the motor?  
 

Doug Yes, 24 volts or 32? 
 

Norma 32 volt that’s what I’m trying to say. 
 

Doug And it was DC wasn’t it? Or was it AC? 
 

Norma AC. 
 

Doug Did you have a battery? 
 

Norma A what? 
 

Doug A battery did you charge a battery bank? 
 

Norma I thought it went straight through. 
 

Doug That’s okay. It probably would. So, you had a generator which generated 32 volts 
and that provided lighting? 
 

Norma Generator, yes. Lighting. You couldn’t do a lot of cooking or anything with 
electrical things. 
 

Doug Did you use anything else electrical apart from lighting? 
 

Norma Eventually we had an iron and you had to turn the motor on to iron but it ran a 
refrigerator. No, we didn’t, we had kerosene refrigerator. 



 

 

 

 
Doug What did you do for water? 

 
Norma We were very scarce with water in Bindoon because Bindoon’s not a good place 

for water. We had rainwater and we had to make it do until it rained again. 
 

Doug You’d catch it off the roof of the house? 
 

Norma Roof of the house, mmm.  
 

Doug How did you water your oranges and grapes then? 
 

Norma We never did. They weren’t watered they were just cultivated to keep the 
moisture up. 
 

Norma They talk about kangaroos being protected, but I used to be picking grapes and 
the kangaroos would be just ahead of me picking them as well. 
 

Doug Golly, so they did alright out of it then? 
 

Norma You’d chase them away, but they’d just go and see if you’re still chasing them. 
They would go, but if you stopped, they’d stop too and go on eating. They loved  
grapes. They loved it and the currants. 
 

Doug How many acres of grapes did you have then? 
 

Norma I don’t know what there was.  Probably about seven or eight acres of currants 
and then we had a few wine grapes. 
 

Doug Currant grapes - did you used to dry them? 
 

Norma Yes. The currants  
 

Doug So, you had  drying racks? 
 

Norma Dry them on racks. You had to spread them out on the racks to let them dry and 
when they got dry enough, you rub them off with a stick. You’d go under the 
wires first then on top of them and they would then fall through.  
They had to be pretty dry otherwise you couldn’t sell them anyhow if they were 
too damp because they’d stick together. They used to clean the husk off - or the 
little stems - and they wouldn’t come off if they were too damp. 
 

Doug So, they had to be dry enough to release everything? 
 

Norma They had to be loose. 
 

Doug Did you sell a lot of currants then? 
 

Norma We used to get around about eight or nine ton a year and that wasn’t too bad in 
those days, but ours wasn’t a good bit of land for fruit growing. 
 

Doug Wasn’t? 
 

Norma No, because the old place, his father’s place, they used to get a lot more to the 



 

 

 

acreage because they grew a lot of Muscats too which we didn’t. 
 

Doug Muscats. They’re table grapes, are they? 
 

Norma Yes, they use them for wine too. 
 

Norma Ours was mainly used for the drying. 
 

Doug For currants? 
 

Norma Then we had two acres of special grapes that they made wine with. They were 
just stump vines. 
 

Doug What about the oranges then? How many of those did you have? 
 

Norma I don’t really know. 
 

Doug Lots and lots or what? 
 

Norma No, would have been a couple of acres. Two or three acres of oranges. 
 

Doug Right, but you mentioned you had 200 acres of land  though? 
 

Norma Yes, but that wasn’t  all cultivated that was the paddock and everything. 
 

Doug Did you run any animals? 
 

Norma Yes, we had our own milking cow and a few sheep. 
  

Doug Fair enough. Did you run any pigs? 
 

Norma Yes, we used to have a pig now and again. One we had as a pet and she was 
just like a dog, barked like a dog. She thought she was a dog, I think, because 
she’d round up the sheep.  She used to run free. We never put her in a sty she 
was just running out like in the house or wherever. 
 

Doug Free range? 
  

Norma Yes, free range. She was a clean pig because she used to go to a special corner 
in the yard like out quite a way from the house.  You’d always see her making for 
it in a hurry. 
 

Doug Well they always say pigs are clean, don’t they? 
 

Norma Clean, yes, and they say pigs they’re the cleanest animal of the lot. 
 

Doug Yes, I know they are.  You had dogs and cats, did you? 
 

Norma Yes, I did. At Bindoon I had a dog. Always had a dog, had a pink and grey galah, 
had a kangaroo, had a pet goat, and they all got on together. It was just lovely.  
But someone took my kangaroo, she only grew small.   
What happened to the cocky? Someone took him too because he was free 
range. The goat I gave away to a man in Gingin and someone left the shed open 
she got in and she had a tummy full of barley that finished her. But she was a 



 

 

 

beautiful little thing. We were stone picking one day and she wanted to play and I 
had a stone in my hand and I just sort of hit her under the ear.  Well she never 
forgave me for it. She chased me down to the house and I’m trying to get away 
from her because she had horns and she was upset. 
 

Doug Well, I don’t blame her if you were throwing rocks at her.  
 

Norma Yes, so, I fell over the fence but she jumped over and she caught me then near  
the outside toilet, I was running around and around there and she got me in the 
finish. I had a couple of good bruises. 
 

Doug Serve you right you little toad. 
 

Norma I thought ‘oh well, you poor little thing I did hit you with a stone’ and my husband 
was standing, or sitting on the tractor, laughing. 
 

Doug With the 200 acres you had a home paddock but did you clear, did he clear, all of 
the bush? 
 

Norma No. No we never cleared it because nothing  much would grow. 
  

Doug No point really? 
 

Norma Wasn’t worth clearing as it wouldn’t grow much. 
 

Norma But now that property it’s got houses all over it. We split it up when we left the 
property and went to live in the town and it was split up in two acres and five 
acres lots with parkland - with room for a parkland in there. Now it’s houses. 
 

Doug So, you went to live in Bindoon, did you? 
 

Norma Yes, for a few years. 
 

Doug In the town of Bindoon? 
 

Norma Yes, the town of Bindoon for a few years but that wasn’t long. 
 

Doug Where did you live in the town? 
 

Norma Right on the main street. 
 

Doug You had a house there, did you? 
 

Norma Yes. We bought a second-hand house there and we lived there. As the years 
went by our little farm wasn’t producing enough so hubby had to go and work for 
the Shire to earn some income.  
 

Doug He worked for the shire of Bindoon, did he? 
 

Norma Yes and, of course, I was left to do the rest of the work wasn’t I? 
 

Doug Yes, of course you were.  
 

Norma Picked oranges and grapes so I said ‘right, I’m not picking another orange and 



 

 

 

I’m not picking another grape’, So they all got pulled out.  Wasn’t worth us paying 
wages and I said ‘no’.  I refused anyhow I said ‘no more’.  You know, it’s hot 
when you’re picking grapes. 
 

Doug Yes. Never ending isn’t it? 
 

Norma And when you pick the oranges on certain days, I had to go with the carrier  
when you had to have them picked and packed and it doesn’t matter whether it’s 
raining or snowing you still had to work. So, I got jack of that too. 
 

Doug The oranges they were sold as fruit, were they? 
 

Norma In those days, we used to pack them in a certain way as different sizes into the 
proper jarrah boxes. Then before I left, we used to pick them into big bins and 
sell them that way but we used to sell them by the case when we were selling  as 
fruit.  
Towards the last, because they went in bins, they’d go down and they’d pack 
them down there but if you see oranges today, a lot of those that we would have 
put in for juicing they’re sold now over the counter. We couldn’t sell anything with 
a little mark or anything on like that. There was nothing wrong with the orange it 
was just where it might have been rubbing on a limb of the tree or  something 
similar. 
 

Doug It had to be the best fruit then really? 
 

Norma Yes. 
 

Doug You said you had two children while at Bindoon.  What were their names? 
 

Norma Rodney and Ann. Rodney was the boy and Ann was the girl 
 

Doug When were they born, can you remember? 
 

Norma Rod was born in 1948 and Ann was born in 1952. 
 

Doug And you only had the two? 
 

Norma Only had two children. 
 

Doug You decided not to have 10 like your Mum then? 
 

Norma No. I definitely wasn’t having 10. I wasn’t having any more than two.  Two was 
enough trouble.  
 

Doug You got one of each and that was it was it? 
 

Norma Yes. Well one had eczema very, very bad eczema when he was born. They 
couldn’t find anything to relieve it and the girl had the asthma and of course 
eczema and asthma go together. 
 

Doug Oh right. They do they do indeed. 
 

Norma Over the years they’ve grown out of it. 
 



 

 

 

Doug What happened to your kids then? 
 

Norma Well they went to school, they went on to High School.  My son went straight into 
the Apprentice Army from school. They had to be whittled down from I think there 
was 200 put in and only four got in.  He was one of the four. 
 
My daughter did a business college course at Edwards which she sat for exam 
over here with Norm Wallace. He said ‘just bring Ann over. I’ve got something for 
her for Saturday’ and I said ‘what?’ and he said ‘I won’t tell you. Just bring her 
over’ and it was to sit for the entry into Edwards, you know you’ve got to achieve 
a rate? 
 

Doug Yes. Edwards Business College. 
  

Norma Business College. She did very well there and she was there for a while and  
when she come out of there, she got a government job and worked with the 
Department of Works and Rod went on in the army for 11 years and  then he got 
out and had enough. 
 

Doug So, he did 11 years?  
 

Norma Yes. He did 11 years - in Frankston, then he went to was it Broadmeadows? But 
it was pretty rugged the first years they were there.  They used to put kids in 
bags and thrown them over cliff and everything.  If they didn’t open the bag well, 
they died. And that’s what happened to one of the boys. He said oh it was pretty 
cruel. 
 

Doug So, your children were brought up in Bindoon? 
 

Norma Yes, they were.  
 

Doug And they went to school there? 
 

Norma Yes, they went to school then did High School at Bullsbrook and they used to 
travel by bus to Bullsbrook. 
 

Doug Alright so how did you come to leave Bindoon? 
 

Norma To leave Bindoon?  Well ……. 
 

Doug Why did you leave. Let’s put it  like that. 
 

Norma Why did I leave? My husband died. He had a bad tractor accident when he was 
57 and put the tractor over himself and was crippled. 
 

Norma We weren’t home. We’d gone down to Country Week basketball so he had a 
pretty tough time and he did not know how it happened. All he knew is that he 
got off to pick mushrooms instead of running over them. He was topdressing the 
land and it run over him - this part of the body - and he was pretty smashed up 
and they said he wouldn’t live until morning and goodness me what trauma. 
Anyhow.  He got over it but he was left a diabetic. 
 

Doug Did the tractor run over him then? 
 



 

 

 

Norma Yes. Tractor right across his body here. 
 

Doug Across his middle? 
 

Norma His pelvis was broken.  There were lumps out of his arm - you could see all the 
sinew here. Tore it all open. Knees dislocated. 
 

Doug He did a good job on himself? 
 

Norma Well he did because it was a mess. 
 

Doug And he was on his own? 
 

Norma On his own at home and they heard him yell three miles away they reckon. They 
heard him yell. 
 

Doug I can imagine they would? 
 

Norma No one there and the tractor took off because the tractor run over him and kept 
going and went down through the orchard and come up against an orange tree in 
the finish. It took him a while to get over that.  
 
We were going on a trip to Singapore by boat and the doctor said ‘whatever you 
do ……’  but he kept saying ‘I’m not going to die we’re going to Singapore’ and 
that’s what got him through.  The doctor used to say that that’s what got him 
through, he was so determined he wouldn’t give in. He did it in June and he 
wasn’t free until the beginning of December with therapy and learning to walk 
again. 
 

Doug How long did he live after the tractor accident? 
 

Norma He lived till he was 80. 
 

Doug Oh well he did well. 
 

Norma But he lived as a diabetic and because he never had diabetes then. There was 
lots of things he couldn’t lots of things he could do. 
 

Doug After he’d had the tractor accident was he able to work? 
 

Norma He did go back to work after a while so that was good. 
 

Doug You said he worked for the Shire for a while?  
 

Norma Yes, because he was a truck driver. 
 

Norma It didn’t affect him mentally but his knees were always a problem. They never 
gave him trouble, but they were weaker. He was lucky really because they were 
pretty knocked around. 
 

Doug Alright so when he died, he was 80 was he? And then you moved, did you? 
 

Norma I stopped another 12 months in Bindoon.  We weren’t on the farm then we’d 
gone into town and I lived there for about 12 months, then I came back over here 



 

 

 

because I had relations here. And the house over there needed some TLC and I 
thought, no I’m not going to do it - it’s too big a job for me -  and I couldn’t afford 
to have it done so that’s when I come back here and got a place in Fewster 
Street and even that got too big for me. So, then I came here. 
 

Doug Now before we come back here, then let’s just talk about your time in Bindoon a 
bit more.  Weren’t you involved in Keaney College? 
 

Norma I went to Keaney College and worked there for 11 or 12 years.  I went as a 
laundry worker and then I did the cooking for so many years.  Then I did the 
cleaning. So, I had a bit of everything  because I changed jobs when I got sick of 
it.  
But the cooking I did from six o’clock until two. I had to be there to cook breakfast 
which was a bit of a hassle, because I didn’t like getting out of bed early. 
 

Doug You can’t have it all ways Norma? 
 

Norma Then you’d get behind someone going up Bindoon hill like a truck and it’d make 
you three or four minutes late and those three or four minutes amounted to a lot 
when you was  cooking breakfasts. 
 

Doug You didn’t live in at the college then? 
 

Norma No, no I didn’t live there. 
 

Doug How many kids were there? 
 

Norma Well I used to cook for 102 kids and there was about 20 Brothers. 
 

Doug These are Christian Brothers, weren’t they? 
 

Norma Yes, Christian Brothers. 
 

Doug Okay.  So, you generally helped really with housekeeping and laundry and 
cooking and that sort of stuff? 
 

Norma When I did the laundry, they had a big tumble washer - a huge old fashioned  
thing but it did a good job. And you had a great big thing like this which was the 
spinner and you put them in that. 
 

Doug About four feet diameter?  
 

Norma Yes, a big round thing that sat on the ground and then you took them out of there 
and put them in the dryer. They all went through the dryer for the heat because  
it was a heated dryer. I didn’t like that part but that was what we did. 
 

Doug They had electricity then, did they? 
 

Norma Yes, they had their own electricity. 
 

Doug Did they generate their own? 
Norma Yes, they had generators and big motors and things.  

 
Doug We’ve heard about Keaney College over the years. What was it like to work at? 



 

 

 

 
Norma Very good. They were very, very good to me, but I think in the early days they 

were pretty rough. We saw some things that we didn’t like but, yes, because we 
used to visit there when they first started. After they got a few buildings going 
they used to have pictures two or three times a year where the locals could go to 
it and we were friendly with the matron that did the cooking and the two Brothers. 
There were three of them. They were a Sister and Brothers. 
   
We used to go up there and have tea and that’s when I saw the nasty things.  
You know, the kids would ask for another piece of bread and they’d be knocked 
off their chair sent up to their room and that sort of thing. 
 

Doug Really? 
 

Norma Yes. They were very hard. I don’t suppose they meant to do it but it was just how 
it happened.  
 

Doug You do wonder, don’t you? 
 

Norma You wonder, you know. It was hard because there was a lot of the children 
couldn’t speak English. Some were Spanish and some were ‘this and some were 
that’. 
 

Doug Is that right? 
 

Norma Mmm, in the early days it was so they would have had difficulties sort of 
understanding. 
 

Doug Right. Well I suppose some of those Brothers had had a fairly hard life as well  
hadn’t  they? 
 

Norma Well, yes. Brother Tuppen was there and Brother Sullivan. They were from the 
old, old school and you’d have a joke with them. I had no complaints about them. 
They were good to me as far as working for them went. 
 

Doug Well that’s always a good sign isn’t it because if they’d been unpleasant like that 
well that would have shown up? 
 

Doug So, you worked there for what, 12 years did you say? 
 

Norma Yes, about 12 years. 
 

Doug It’s a long time. 
 

Norma Off and on. 
 

Doug A long time. 
 

Norma Travelling every day from Bindoon to there from where our little farm was to the 
College   It must have been four or five mile at least, one way. 
 

Doug Did you drive? 
 

Norma Drove, yes. 



 

 

 

 
Doug You had a car then? 

 
Norma Had a car. By then we had a car. 

 
Doug You weren’t riding your horse then? 

 
Norma No, not then.  When I went to Bindoon that was the case and it was one thing I 

missed was the horse. I missed it so much because if we had a disagreement 
we’d go and jump on the horse and go for a ride and come back in a better 
mood. 
 

Doug And talk to the horse? 
 

Norma Yes. 
 

Doug Alright so you then found yourself back in Bindoon. What year would that have 
been?  Sorry, back in Gingin I should have said. 
 

Norma When did I come back to Gingin?  I came back to Gingin - Cyril died when  81 – 
so I’ve been here nearly 19 years. 
 

Doug 19 years? So, you’ve lived in this house for how long? 
 

Norma I’ve only lived here for five years.  
 

Doug Five years and before that you lived in where? 
 

Norma Fewster Street. 
 

Doug How long did you live in Fewster? 
 

Norma That’s what I’m trying to work out when I came … I must have been here in my  
early ‘80’s.  
 

Doug Alright so you’re back in Gingin, living in Fewster Street. What number Fewster? 
Can you remember? 
 

Norma Number 12.    
 

Doug You didn’t remarry or anything like that? No? 
 

Norma No.  I didn’t find anyone that wanted me 
. 

Doug What can I say?  Okay, so, you lived on your own? The children had obviously 
left home? 
 

Norma That’s right. 
 

Doug Did you have any pets? 
 

Norma No, I didn’t when I was in Gingin.  I didn’t have any pets in Gingin. Yes, I did. I 
had a cat of course. I forgot about my cat. 
 



 

 

 

Doug Poor old cat. 
 

Norma He was a lovely cat. I only had him. Yes, when I just lived around there, I had 
Thomas and he was such a gorgeous cat. You had to nurse him like a baby and 
he’d stroke your face. Beautiful little puss then he got some unknown disease 
and he died when he was only about four. I spent a lot of money trying to get him 
well mind you but the vet said ‘no hope’. 
 

Doug I had a cat who died of lung cancer. 
  

Norma Oh what? 
 

Doug Yes, and when I said to the vet ‘how did he get that’ and he said ‘he must have 
been a heavy smoker’ and I thought ‘fantastic’. Well you never know do you? 
 

Doug Alright so you’re back in Gingin. What did you do with yourself? You must have 
had lots of spare time on your hands? 
 

Norma No, I started a garden, we played bowls. I played golf when I first came back but 
that didn’t last for very long because of my heart condition, but when I could drive 
the motor car it was good, because I could hop in the car and go and see people 
but now, with the gopher you don’t. It’s not as easy to get around as what it is 
with a vehicle. 
 

Doug No. You’re not too far out of town here though, are you? 
 

Norma No. It’s good.  It’s alright walking to the shops and everything which I used to be 
able to do, but I can’t now, you had to carry things up hill. And that’s the sad part 
about Gingin, it’s all little rises that you think are not there until you start walking. 
 

Doug Yes, well I’ve done a lot of bush walking in my time with a pack on my back and 
it’s when you start walking and you realise there’s a slope. 
 

Norma Oh yes, a slope. 
 

Doug You start to notice, don’t you? 
 

Norma Yes, and it doesn’t take much for you to notice?  
 

Doug No, but in a car, you don’t notice these things, do you?  
 

Norma No, you do not. Only just put your foot down a bit heavier. 
 

Doug Yes, that’s right. You mentioned you had open heart surgery, did you? 
 

Norma Yes, in 1986.  
 

Doug Right, and that was obviously a success? 
 

Norma Well it’s  worked   Yes, it was. 
 

Doug A while ago isn’t it? 
 

Norma I’ve had blood pressure ever since then, but otherwise it’s been fine and every 



 

 

 

time I’ve gone back for a check-ups they say it’s fine and of course now it’s 
starting to slow down a bit. 
 

Doug You don’t have a pacemaker or anything? 
 

Norma No, I just had the new valve the aorta valve put in. The main one. 
 

Doug You’re ‘the bionic girl’ then are you? 
 

Norma Yes, I got a pig’s one or something. 
 

Doug You must have been involved with the local community quite a bit.  What did you 
do? 
 

Norma Well everything I suppose. Whatever came up you helped with. 
 

Doug Were you involved with CWA? 
, 

Norma I used to go to CWA but then it interfered with my golf, so I had to give CWA 
away because I couldn’t go to golf. 
 

Doug Were you any good at golf? 
 

Norma I was average. 
 

Norma Yes. Had a championship a few times, but then Kerry Fewster knocked me off.  
She was a lot younger of course. No, I don’t think of those sort of things like  
what I did do because it was just done because I loved doing it. 
 

Doug No, I’m sure you don’t  and of course you did. 
 

Norma I always tried to help where I could, but in Bindoon, because I worked so much, I 
didn’t do a lot over there, but I did what I could. I was always involved with the 
Show and always played netball, tennis, badminton. Whatever sport there was 
I’d play. 
 

Doug That was in Bindoon? 
 

Norma In Bindoon.  When I come here bowls was very much on the menu then - and my 
golf. 
 

Doug So, did you play bowls? 
 

Norma Yes, I played bowls. 
 

Doug Were you any good at that? 
 

Norma No. We just won Country Week a few times, couple of times. I played with a very 
good friend  and she could make me play better. 
 

Doug Brought out the best in you, did she? 
 

Norma She brought out the best in me, Yes, she really did.  
 



 

 

 

Doug I notice on your wall there you’ve got a ‘WA Citizen of the Year - Senior Citizen of 
the Year’. What’s the story there? 
 

Norma Well someone nominated me a couple of years ago and I was the only 
nomination. I don’t know why I got it. I don’t know. 
 

Doug Well, they must have liked you? 
 

Norma Well I’d done a thing for charity. That morning tea here - garden morning tea and 
the following year I had it for the Flying Doctor. That’s what it says. 
 

Doug Yes, I see that.  
 

Norma And the Heart Foundation.  
 

Norma And this year I went ‘Back to Beermullah’ to the school. 
 

Doug Well, of course, we know that don’t we? 
 

Norma So that’s the there. 
 

Doug But didn’t you organise that site marker for the Beermullah Primary School? 
 

Norma Well, I organised the history side of it. 
 

Doug Was it 100 years, was it? 
 

Norma No, just to recognise the site of the school - where it was, because Duffy was 
there. It just seemed so empty when I went and sat under that tree and there was 
nothing that had been erected by the Shire or anyone. I couldn’t believe it and I 
said to …….. ‘Do you mind if I put a plaque here?’.  I can just see it sitting there 
with the names on’.  He said ‘that’s in hand because I’m going to do it’.  I said 
‘are you?  Well I’m going to be part of it. I’ll do the history’. But I didn’t make a 
good job of the history because it’s wrong.  So, there you are. 
 

Doug What’s wrong about it? 
 

Norma Well some of the reports that come from down below at the State Library or 
wherever, it says they’re not right because we found a newspaper with the 
clippings in all about it and it’s different altogether.  Cheryl hasn’t got back to me 
but we go down to the Lands Department and find out whether the old school, 
the Bootine School, was there.  Apparently and see there was two schools  
including  Bootine and that was eaten by white ants so they build a new one. 
 

Norma The new one now is the Beermullah one that we recognised. So that’s rather sad 
that it was wrong. 
 

Doug Well you might find some old Public Works Department records showing 
drawings of buildings and this sort of thing? 
 

Norma Yes, we went here and went there and went somewhere else.  But anyhow. 
 

Doug Have you been involved with the Shire Council or anything? 
 



 

 

 

Norma No, not the Shire really.  Been involved with the bowls here and golf because the 
golf was my passion more so than bowls, but bowls get you in once you start. 
We used to go away to various places with our golf. We’d be leaving at five 
o’clock in the morning, pouring with rain, you’d get over  there and play 36 holes  
with rain all the time you’re playing and you said ‘I’ve had a wonderful day’. 
 

Doug It’s all in the mind you know, Norma? 
 

Norma Yes.  Oh, look, we used to have some lovely, lovely times and you meet nice 
people. 
 

Doug Yes, of course you do. 
 

Norma Ad you still run across people today if there’s any of them left and they say ‘oh 
we remember you’.  
 

Doug Good on you. 
 

Norma And it’s really nice when you go out and meet people like that as you’re getting  
older.  
 

Doug Yes, it is indeed, in fact. 
 

Norma It’s been a lovely road to go down. 
 

Doug My wife I think said to me on one occasion, there’s more people who know me 
than I know. You’re like that aren’t you?  
 

Norma Yes, and it’s just so nice. 
 

Doug So, you obviously left the house in Fewster Street after quite a few years and 
then moved in here, did you? 
 

Norma Yes. 
 

Doug What’s your address here? 
 

Norma It’s Unit 4, 14 Barlee Street, Gingin.  
 

Doug And you’ve been here what - four years? 
 

Norma Think it’s five now.  Moved in 2014 so 5 in October. 
 

Doug You’ve got quite a nice garden here? 
 

Norma Yes, well out there, I am   resurrecting my back garden. 
 

Doug I noticed that. I nearly drove on it. 
 

Norma It doesn’t matter, but under the tree it needed tidying up. 
 

Doug I notice you’ve been levelling something out there? 
 

Norma The soil that was in there I threw out on to the lawn and I put fresh stuff in so 



 

 

 

that’s all getting done gradually. I get a little bit done each day and it’ll eventually 
get done. No need to be in a hurry. I’m never in a hurry. 
 

Doug Way to go. How do you handle the hot weather? 
 

Norma I don’t. 
 

Doug You don’t? 
 

Norma No. 
 

Doug What do you do? 
 

Norma Stop inside, but that gets boring in the summer because you can’t get out. I used 
to like the hot weather before I had my heart operation, but since then, I don’t 
know, it’s knocked me - the heat. 
 

Doug Well as you grow older you don’t cope so well, do you? 
 

Norma Well probably at this age as well you know. I think ‘oh, I can’t do that anymore’ 
but then I think ‘well I’m closer to 96 than I am 95, so something’s got to break’? 
 

Doug Well yes, that’s right. 
 

Norma But I don’t think of that. 
 

Doug Mind you the old kangaroos have got it sussed out. They always find a shady 
tree, don’t they? 
 

Norma That’s right.  Lay up for the heat of the day. 
 

Doug Yes, they’re not stupid. 
  

Doug Mind you they do spend half the night hopping around, don’t they? 
 

Norma They do. They feed in the cool of the night. 
 

Doug Okay, so you live here.  Have you got any other family in Gingin? 
 

Norma Only my nieces. 
 

Doug Nieces? 
 

Norma Yes.  The sister that was in Gingin she’s down in a Perth home now, so she’s 
gone.  I’ve got lots of friends. Lots of friends.  
 

Doug Right, but you’ve got some nieces. But your own children are where? 
 

Norma One’s in Wagin and the other one’s in Wanneroo and he truck drives now, but 
he’s always there if I want anything done. Ask Rod and Lyn and they’ll be here 
and that is great.  
 
I couldn’t still live up here if they weren’t helping me. I couldn’t. I’d have to be 
somewhere else but I don’t want to be anywhere else. I’m quite happy in this little 



 

 

 

unit. 
 

Doug It’s a nice little spot Gingin. Must get a bit hot in summertime though? 
 

Norma Yes, but I’ve got the air conditioning. It’s surprising this house is 10 degrees less 
than what it was in Fewster Street. 
 

Norma Mmm, because it is brick, see, and it’s shaded from the direct heat that way 
because the other rooms sort of cool it down. 
 

Doug And you’ve got plenty of shade trees out here?  
 

Norma Yes and that shade tree it’s a dirty tree - leaves a lot of mess - but I wouldn’t be 
without it. It’s a lovely tree. 
 

Doug Have you got insulation in the roof and that sort of thing? 
 

Norma Must be, I think. 
 

Doug Yes. Oh well, that’s good.  
 

Norma And, of course, these are nigh on 40 years old or more these units. 
 

Doug Really? 
 

Norma So, they were built when things were built properly. 
 

Doug I know what you mean. 
 

Norma Well nothing very exciting. That’s what I told you. I haven’t had an exciting life but 
I’ve had a normal one. 
  

Doug You’ve had a busy life nevertheless. You’ve worked hard. 
 

Norma Well yes. It hasn’t been easy road like that as far as work goes but work hasn’t 
hurt anyone. 
 

Doug No, never. 
 

Norma Haven’t heard of anyone dying because they’ve been over-worked. No, and it’s 
what your circumstances are anyhow. 
  

Doug Well I think you got smart and you only had two children, didn’t you? That helps 
doesn’t it? 
 

Norma Yes. 
 

Doug Good on you. 
 

Norma My daughter had a bad heart attack two years ago and two strokes and she’s by 
herself. She can’t drive now but she can drive a gopher.  She was very, very sick 
and it took her a long while to pick up. But she’s back on her feet now, one of her 
best friends down there has passed away. Dropped dead on Saturday. 
 



 

 

 

Norma Mmm, the family you know. They’ve all been friends of the family and their 
families. 
 

Doug Okay well I think we’ll wrap it up now.  I just want to be sure you’re quite happy 
when this is all finished for it to go into the archive with the CRC and the Shire? 
 

Norma Yes, well, as long as it’s not for everybody to read.  
 

Doug Sorry? 
 

Norma Long as it’s not for everybody to read. 
 

Doug Well if it goes into an archive. 
 

Norma You only read what you want and go. 
 

Doug People will be able to access it. Are you happy with that? 
 

Norma Yes, oh yes. 
 

Doug Well you haven’t said anything contentious. 
 

Norma No, I could have said more. Is that turned off? 
 

Doug No, it’s recording.  
 

Norma I won’t say any more yes, so. 
 

Doug So, it’ll go into the archive and that means that it’ll be available to the general 
public. 
 

Norma Yes. 
 

Doug Okay. 
 

Norma But it’s only for those who want to go and read.  
 

Doug Oh yes. It won’t be broadcast or anything but it’ll be available for people who 
want it.  Okay? 
 

Norma I’ve had a full life but I haven’t had an exciting life. You know what I mean? Well, 
exciting at the time but when you tell it again it doesn’t sound if it’s very 
important. 
 

Doug Well it doesn’t but I mean you went through World War II, didn’t you? 
 

Norma Yes. 
 

Doug So, you’d have had some experiences there?  
 

Norma Yes. 
 

Doug So, yes, I mean you’ve had a full life. You’ve done your work. You’ve brought up 
your family. You’ve run your farm’ That’s what makes the world go around. 



 

 

 

 
Norma Yes, you know - oh God I was going to say something. Don’t know what I was 

going to say. Something flashed through my mind and I forgot it .  
 

Doug Well it’ll come back to you at two o’clock in the morning you’ll remember ‘ah, 
that’s what I wanted to tell him’. 
 

Norma That’s right. 
 

Doug Okay Norma well, we’ll call it a day then, shall we? 
 

Norma Yes. 
 

Doug Thank you. 
 

 
 


