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NOTES TO THE READER ON INTERPRETATION OF THIS TRANSCRIPT

Readers of this oral history transcript need to be aware that it is NOT a verbatim transcript of the
words as spoken during the interview that was conducted in the form of a natural conversation
between the interviewer and the person being interviewed. Some minor changes have been
made to facilitate the flow of the document.

Much of what is said in such interviews relies upon the accuracy of the memory of the person
being interviewed and readers should bear this in mind and judge for themselves how factually
accurate the material is. The interviewer has sought to clarify or verify facts and statements
made during the interview where this seemed appropriate.

The views and opinions expressed within the transcript are those of the person expressing them
in the interview.

Please refer to the notes on the following page to aid interpretation of the transcript.

Note 1
The recording comprises 4 parts and runs for a total of 93 minutes.
Note 2

Where the interviewer has used words such as ‘Yes’, ‘Right’ or ‘OK” as an encouragement, but
not as anything else then these words have not been transcribed unless they are relevant for the
context. Commonly used habitual phrases have also been deleted from the transcript.

Note 3

The interviewer and/or the interviewee have inserted occasional words or phrases (which are not
in the original recording) into the transcript in order to clarify the context of what was being said.
These words are shown in the form they [would say].

Note 4

Where a sentence has a series of dots in the text such as ......... this indicates that the speaker
paused, the recording was not clear enough to transcribe accurately what was said or the
following speaker interrupted what was being said.

3Note 5

The interviewer is referred to as ‘Doug’ in the transcript and to the subject speaker is referred to
as ‘Lloyd’ as appropriate.
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My name is Doug Ayre, the date is the 215t of November 2018 and I'm
interviewing Lloyd Jones at his home in Lancelin, on behalf of the Gingin
Resource Centre for the Shire of Gingin Oral History Project. Right Lloyd, are
you happy if | call you Lloyd?

Yes, absolutely.

Alright, well perhaps we could start off with a bit of personal information.
Would you give me your full name please?

Lloyd Graeme Jones. | have a confirmation name but | never use it. That's a
Paul tossed in there.

How do you spell Graeme?
Graeme.

Alright well I'm a bit curious about someone with a name called Lloyd Jones it
sounds very Welsh. Tell me a bit about your background.

It's very hard to track the background in my family, apart from the fact that
there’s been a couple of dysfunctional generations it really gets back to -
according to my uncle who was the family historian - gets back to my great
grandparents. She was a serving girl working in Queensland in the early 1800’s
and she got pregnant to an American whaling captain. The family that she was
working for adopted her and gave her their surname. And, on that basis, we
can’t go any further back on that side. But on the other sides, when we can go
back, we get to Irish and Scottish backgrounds. So that’s where that comes
from.

Interesting background?
Very interesting.
The lady sounds like a free spirit?

She probably was, or a silly young girl given that .......... was an American
sailing captain, whaling captain.

But | mean other parts of the genealogy or the history of the family are quite
dark and dismal as well. That’s a ‘dead man’s penny’ which is given to anyone
killed in the First World War'. It was given to my step-grandfather Alfred Hehir.
His daughter was so upset that he didn’t come back from the war she threw
that in the fire. That’s why it looks so burnt and scarred.

But she eventually married my father as his second wife. | got on very well with
her, she was a lovely lady. So, I've tracked him back and he fought in the Boer
War and received a couple of commendations - or Queen Victoria medals - for
two engagements when they were besieging towns like Ladysmith and
whatever. He then rather foolishly in a way, went and fought in the First World
War when he got back later on. And he was sitting above a trench in
Passchendaele when a German shell came over and killed him. He was
reading his mail from home. So that’'s why we got a dead man’s penny for him.

So, there are some interesting aspects of the family going back. Both my
grandparents were goldminers in Kalgoorlie/Coolgardie. One of them was also

! Indicating a large bronze coin.
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an opal miner at Wycliffe and Coober Pedy. One of them was a barrel maker
at the Swan Brewery - a cooper in those days. And it just kept following you
know that all the members of the family worked really hard. One was a
blacksmith, Jimmy was a blacksmith, but he was also a bit of professional
boxer in the 1930’s just to earn some money for the family. Feisty little fellow
he was.

Dad was in a situation when he was brought up because his family was falling
apart and they put him into the care of the Salvation Army in Subiaco right
opposite the hospital that’s there now. They had cows on their property at that
stage because it was rural and he was made to work milking cows - probably
would be young about 10 or 11 and he snuck out and milked the cows of farms
around there as well. He saved that money up and probably got about £3 or £4
and jumped ship from the Salvation Army, got on a State Ship and went to
Onslow in the North West and there he got a job running the power station.
Just keeping it running filled with fuel whatever.

Eventually became a copper-helmet pearl diver up there. Had two luggers,
one of which sank underneath him about 20 kilometres off the coast, so he had
to run up and down the mast with the 30 metre tides that were coming up and
out all the time and he got rescued after about three days. He was a very
interesting man. He used to work for the Public Works Department blowing up
jetties - the remnants of them - when the cyclones had damaged them. He had
a very active life, he sort of didn’t have much of an education but he worked
very hard at what he was doing to the point where he eventually became the
last person to have the shark-fishing rights to the Monte Bello Islands, prior to
the British nuclear tests on the island in the 1950’s.

After that he came down to Perth in about 1952/53 and started cray fishing
here with one of the pearling luggers that he’d brought down called ‘The Pam’.
He then acquired a second cray boat and a second licence.

He had a lot of ‘deckies’ who served with him or worked for him some of whom
went on to become quite prominent in their own fields. One was a Portuguese
gentleman called Manuel Chorizo and Manuel, after he finished with Dad,
based himself in Fremantle and was one of the first Portuguese or ltalian guys
to bring freezer boats up here to capture live crays - or fresh crays as soon as
possible - and take them down for sale. Because at that stage they were still
killing crays here in the factory - wringing them - killing them with a hammer,
wringing them and sending them down dead basically. And then of course, the
whole market place turned around for live crays which are now sent to Japan
alive and are kept alive in the factory up there in Perth until they go to market.

How did the live cray market evolve in the first place then?

| think because the money that people got for selling crays in Japan and China
was much, much superior to what they’d get locally. And the market sort of
became out of step with domestic consumption. At the moment | think they’re
getting up to $80 a kilo for cray meat but that's for overseas. Local people
can’t afford that. You get local people who go out and fish for themselves on
an amateur licence. So that’s where that came about.

The Japanese were also the ones who said that cow hocks or bullock hocks
could not be used for bait because they actually did a forensic examination of
crayfish and found leather in their intestines, in their guts, from the fact that
from the cow hocks that they’d been eating as bait. So, then they demanded a
particular type of bait which wasn’t covered in leather or had anything else so
that’s when things started to change dramatically.
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So how did they transport the live crays?

They fly them there. They keep them alive in tanks here, they take them down
to a point and they can then fly them straight to the market place.

So, where are they flown from?
They’d be flown from Perth.

From Perth so they go down to Perth in a tank and then they’re put on an
aircraft?

Yes, they do. They are.
So much for modern technology?

Well it seems to work pretty well for the boys here. They can sort of predict the
cycle of the catch per season. It goes down to a point and then it starts to come
up again to a bumper crop and for the last couple of years it's been pretty high.
Very high.

Yes, it's interesting. You get a high value product and the cost of flying it
becomes less significant compared to the overall value of the product doesn’t
it?

That’s correct, yes. It's the same with good fish like dhufish and snapper and

all the rest of it, very hard to buy domestically with the very high price but
people overseas will snap it up because they like it.

Well, I've learned a bit about crayfish already. You mentioned | think was it
your father was a copper-helmet diver?

Pearl diver, yes.

I've seen the diving helmet. That would have been pretty heavy to wear
wouldn’t it?

It's heavy out of the water but in the water it’s not.

Because the air that’s being pumped to you is not compressed air as such, it's
just air that they’re using on a manual pump without a motor, a hand-driver
pump. It goes into the helmet and into your suit as well. So, to some degree
you’re very buoyant, you can sort of jump from spot to spot on the bottom
picking up shell.

The main market for the pearling people was shell. The pearls were a sideline.
If they got those they were extra lucky. Dad got quite a few of those as well.

Why was the shell so sought after?

Because it was made into pearl buttons. It was a very niche market that was
supplied completely by pearl shell and then nylon and plastic came in and
killed the pearl buttons completely.

Technology again?

Absolutely. And it's now gone to cultured pearls rather than ocean pearls.
Ocean pearls were where you found them. You picked them up, you opened
the shell up and if there was a pearl in there you got it to a dealer. In those
days the dealers in Broome and Onslow were mostly Afghani people who’d
come here earlier. They had quite an experience with pearls from their part of
the world and so they were pretty much involved in assessing the quality of
them and selling them.
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Yes, | remember going up to Broome and to the pearl farm there and asking
the fellow how they ensured that people didn’t steal them and he said they had
a ‘security system’ and when you looked out into the creek you could see the
‘security system’.

They do, yes.

Crocodiles.

And they have crocodiles as well, yes.
Very effective.

Absolutely.

So, it’'s the old story isn’t it, that you have a product which is a pearl shell
which is much sought after and the pearl itself is really secondary and then the
pearl shell becomes superseded?

And there’s another step to that as well, because after that stage then when
pearls went out of fashion as ocean pearls, the meat of the pearl shell was
sought after as well. Pearl meat is quite a delicacy.

Is that right?

And you can buy it up at Broome and also in Chinese restaurants, high quality
ones.

To me it’s just like an oyster but | suspect I'm wrong.

It's a bit like a few crustaceans that you think are not as delicious as they
sound but, yes.

Good. | believe you. So, let’'s come back to you. Where were you born?

| was born in East Victoria Park, down in Perth in 1949. In April 1949, the 2" of
April so | only just escaped being a ‘fool” at that time of my life.? So, yes, that's
where | was born.

And you lived there as a child, did you?

Lived there for a little while and then we shifted to a house that my father built
in Shaftesbury Avenue, Bedford Park.

And | had a seven-year-old, a sister who’s seven years older than me, Pamela.
She was there before | was, quite significantly. Then later we moved to another
house that Dad built in Como, but in the process the family fractured and fell
apart, so there’s a lot more to that sort of side of things as well.

You mentioned your father building the houses, did he actually build them?

No, he didn’t actually. Because he was a cray-fisherman - he had lots of money
- but we had people who were maybe ltalians who did all the limestone work.
They would cut the limestone on site for the foundations. So, that's the way
that happened.

What did they do for bricks then?
They had bricks from Midland and various other sources but they were quite

old-style bricks. They were wire-cut and they were very hard to handle. They’re
quite heavy.

2 1% of April being known traditionally as ‘April Fools’ Day’.
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Very high quality actually, structurally, you know?
They were, absolutely. They didn’t have fast-wall bricks in those days.

Alright, so, where did you go to school? Assuming you did go to school, not
everybody did?

Yes, | did. When the family fell apart in the early days | was sent - when | was
about six five or six - to a Catholic boarding school in Kalamunda called Mary’s
Mount. | was there for about a year and then | was taken from there and put
into a state primary school in Manning Park under the auspices of my aunt -
one of my mother’s sisters - because the family was still trying to work out
where they were. And then after that, | went to and was put into school at
Aquinas College probably in around about third grade and stayed there for the
rest of my entire schooling life.

Right. Yes, I'm familiar with Aquinas College. I've done a lot of work with the
Christian Brothers.

Aquinas College, was that a boarding school or you went there as a day boy?
Yes, | was a day student not a boarder.

It was back in the days when straps and whatever were commonly used all the
time for even minor offences and so it was a pretty hard school regime to go
through. Some Brothers were harder than others but all of them were fairly firm
gentlemen.

The breakup of your family and your schooling, they were in an era weren'’t
they when these things weren’t easy?

They were very unusual because, for instance, as a Catholic person my father
would have had a leading role to play through the school. He would come
along to parents’ nights and to fathers’ dos and whatever. | didn’t have any of
that, anything, to fall back on, so | was a bit of a rogue in that sense even in the
school complex. Towards the last one or two years of my school life with
Aquinas, my father stopped paying my fees and so we had a sit-down session
with the Head Brother and we asked for me to continue for the last year at the
school’s cost and they agreed to that, but it was quite difficult to engineer that
with the Brothers themselves.

You went to school - went through Aquinas?
What happened when you left Aquinas?

Okay, well, my desire was to go to university and rather stupidly | did a
Bachelor of Arts at UWA - University of Western Australia - and a double major
in History and English which in those days - in later days - got you nothing,
basically. And, at the same time, | applied to work as a journalist through the
cadetship scheme that was offered by the West Australian. There was some
phenomenal number of people interviewed - well over the hundreds - they then
broke that down to 10 to 15 people and | made it to the second interview and
got accepted and did a cadetship with the Perth Daily News. | did 14 years of
a four-year cadetship while | was also doing my degree - Bachelor degree of
History and English - and they wiped the last two or three years and made me
a journalist straight away. A ‘D-grade’ journalist and then you start to go up
through the D, C, B and A levels of journalism. So that was how | got my start
with the West Australian.

Well having a history degree myself, | would say that History and English would
be a part of your education?
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Yes, they were absolutely.
When you look back do you feel it was beneficial?

| do. In lots of ways my education at Aquinas College taught me that because
you didn’t have a father as such, you had to be a strong male personality so |
took up rugby when | was quite young at school. | played for WA when | was
15 and 16 years old and | was playing A-grade Rugby for university when | was
17 and | continued playing rugby for 59 years. It was part of that ‘warrior
culture’ thing that you pick up and you take on that it makes you a stronger
person - a more disciplined person too in lots of ways.

Yes, well the Christian Brothers were very much the ‘muscular Christians’,
weren’t they?

They were. | can remember some classic instances of it but perhaps we
shouldn’t talk about that.

| don’t mind. It’s your story.

Alright. | was training for inters athletics in Shot Put against Scotch College and
Wesley and all the rest of them and we’re on the main front oval and | was
doing squats and, all of a sudden, | started getting hit from behind and one of
the Christian Brothers had got a wooden hurdle board off a 3-foot hurdle and
he was laying into me from behind. | turned around and said ‘why are doing
that? He said ‘because you’re not squatting fast enough’. The same Brother
was renowned for various feats of nastiness where he would - all of the
Brothers had titles in the Army and we all were put into an Army unit for
training. | was in a Guards’ platoon, quite an elite little squad with 20-odd
blokes. But if you did something wrong - and you were at a Camp maybe at
Northam - they would get you to squat with a .303 rifle above your head until
you fell over - or heavy rocks or run around an oval with one above your head
until you fell over again.

So, but it was interesting because my particular unit was expected to go to
Vietnam. The Brothers had that conception, | didn’t at that stage. And so, we
went and actually trained with people like the SAS.

So, | used sort of handguns, light machine guns, heavy machine guns, the belt-
driven metal clip belt ones that they use in helicopters as well when | was 15
and 16. It was quite a process of channelling you towards something whether
you wanted it or not. As it was, | didn’t want it so that’s another part of another
story.

Okay but you would have been a pretty fit, strong nuggetty sort of bloke |
reckon?

Oh, | was. Absolutely, | had to be.
| think you still are?

Within some degree, yes, | am. The cancer’s taken away a bit of the muscle
structure through my neck and shoulders on both sides but yes, still pretty
strong.

Yes, it’s a mindset isn'’t it really?

It is a mindset. When I’'m working at recycling plant we have crushed bales of
cardboard which weigh up to 200 Ibs. We have to pick those up by hand to put
them onto a pallet to be lifted by a forklift. | do that five or six times a day when
I’'m there which is two or three days a week. So, yes, I've kept up with my
manual work load and | find it much more fulfilling doing that than perhaps
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sitting down and arguing the toss with somebody in an interview or writing
something about them. It's much more direct for me. | can see where it's going
and | can see who benefits, whereas a lot of things that happen with journalism
you don’t see the results directly.

Yes, with a physical effort there’s a sense of immediacy isn’t there?

There is yes,

Coming back to the journalism you said you started as a ‘D-grade’ journo?
Yes.

What did a ‘D-grade’ journo do?

They gave you all grotty horrible jobs to start with. Like you did the vegetable
round for that week where you’d go and get the prices of vegetables or
whatever. They would send you on sort of errands to interview people that they
knew that you couldn’t interview. One of those people was Gough Whitlam and
it was in the days of the moratorium marches through the streets as anti-war -
to Vietham war - and Gough’s about six foot seven, or was, and | went up to
interview him. | had the recorder, | stuck it under his nose and said ‘Gough
what do you think about such and such’. He looked down at me and he said
very imperiously ‘young man | don’t do interviews in the street’. And | thought
‘oh, great’.

| can imagine him saying that too. | can just hear his voice.

It was very direct. You know it wasn’t malicious, he was just saying ‘young
man, | don’t do interviews in the street’. | went back to my chief of staff - chief
of reporting staff - and he was laughing when | walked in the door, so | knew
straight away that I'd been sent out on this little experiment to see how | would
handle it and whether I'd get over it and get on to another level. And so, that’s
the way you learnt journalism in those days. It was old fashioned.

You also had to be a great drinker because the Palace Hotel was just across
the road and whenever you went to interview someone, you would probably
invite them to the Palace to have a drink with you while you did the interview.
A lot of the journos there were very heavy drinkers and very seasoned
drinkers, so that was another part of the process as well.

Part of the culture was it?

Mmm. But most of the enjoyable part of the early years, the first couple of
years, was working with crime through the courts, going and sitting on cases in
the Supreme Court or in the Children’s Court or at the Perth Court down near
the Sherwood Gardens there. So, | enjoyed that part of it quite well.

Yes, a friend of mine worked in journalism and | asked her how she started and
she said ‘hatches, matches and dispatches’. The way you nod you know what |
mean?

Well they actually had tubes like pneumatic tubes that you could put messages
into and stick them into a little brass hole in the ground and it would shoot off to
somebody, somewhere else.

Yes. They used to have them in shops, didn’t they?

They had. We had them in the paper as well and your slip, your copy, was
presented as three intro paragraphs pinned to the main part of the story and
stuck in a race - like a little electric race - and it would travel down to the end of
the room to where the sub-editors were. They were the hard guys and there
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was a copy-tasting sub who would look at the stuff and then pass it on to
another sub. For the first six months of sending stuff down there, the guy who
looked at it was a guy called ‘Jungle Jim’ and he would look - at this copy of
mine - and I'd be watching him and he’d throw it straight in the bin. And
eventually, | had the guts to go and see him and say ‘look, Jim, why are you
doing this’? And he said ‘oh, you’re going to university aren’t you'? And | said
yes. He said ‘well, you guys can’t speak English and write English either’. So,
he wasn’t reading the story at all he was just throwing it in the bin because my
name was on it.

So, yes, you get over that, and you learn about that and you get around that,
but it was good fun.

And, of course, in those days when you ‘cut and pasted’ a document that’s
what you did didn’t you?

You did.
You actually cut it and pasted it?
Well we didn’t have computers.

| had an old Remington pop-up keyboard typewriter. We'd then progress to
computers which were used for ‘boat anchors’ later on, but that was quite a bit
down the track.3

We had a lot of interesting people to grow up with and work with. We had a
guy called John Murphy, who was a senior reporter and John was an expert on
boxing, everything about boxing. But he was also a little bit crazy as well
because he’d had a car accident. And he came to work one day and took off
his coat and hung it over a seat and there was the burn mark of an iron in his
shirt where his hairy back was sticking through. So that’s the sort of thing John
would do, he’d iron his clothes and he’d put the iron right through the shirt and
he’d put the shirt on and come to work.

But he also used to rub his hands and stick his tongue out at the same time,
which was very disconcerting to young cadets when they’re in the lift with him
going down to go to court as he would be their sort of mentor. He once
interviewed Lionel Rose, the boxer, when Lionel came to Perth after winning a
world title or something. They were in a small Austin Healey sort of sports car -
open sports car - and Lionel was sitting up on this seat at the back and Lionel
said to John ‘look this is boring, do you want to sit up here’? So, John sat up
on the seat on the back, waved to the crowd and wrote the story about how he
did that when Lionel was sitting in the passenger seat. So, yes, interesting
people to work with. Very interesting.

| think you mentioned doing some boxing yourself did you?
Only with my father in the back yard.

So that was your start in journalism?

Now, where did journalism take you then because you worked at it for many,
many years didn’t you?

| did and it was all very varied and very interesting. And | would never have
taken or wanted another job other than journalism, because no one day was
the same as another. You would go in, in the morning and you’d suddenly get
assigned 12 to 15 interviews or appointments and they’d all be different cases,

3 The implication being that in due course when the original computers were replaced by more sophisticated
equipment the old units were seen as heavy and cumbersome.
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all different situations, all different people. And you got to meet people from
really high levels down to the people who were just working-class people. So
that was the glory of it.

The nice part was having this wide range of people that you had to learn to
communicate with. | was sent out to interview the parents of one of the first
guys killed in Vietnam and | knocked on the door and the father came to the
door and he wasn’t very happy to see a journalist there wanting to know about
his son. And | said ‘| know this but I'd like to get on a level with you where you
tell me something about your son, that you know he would like us to hear
about’. And so, he told me about the boy’s aspirations as what he wanted to
do in life. And he was happy to do that and | was happy to do the story rather
than go through this sort of horrible blood and guts thing, of just recording the
fact that he was the first guy to die in WA.

So, it was the way you handled the interview that was important. So, that was
the start. | then went to work on - the first Daily News was the start - | worked
on the Weekend News on the weekend and | did police rounds with them, so
I’d be out all night going to hospitals and police stations.

So, you worked on the Perth Daily News and the Weekend News at the same
time?

Yes. So, you'd get rostered on to work on the Weekend News on the Saturday
- or Friday night - you’d go all the Friday night, come in and write your stories in
the morning for that paper. | think | worked for the West Suburbans, they had
their own suburbans then, as a sub-editor. And a little later down the track |
went to work for the Sunday Independent, which was owned by the Wrights -
the Wright Brothers - the miners.

Then the Western Mail. On the Western Mail, | worked with a guy called Martin
Saxon and he and | used to come up with ideas to investigate various firms
and people that we thought might have been ‘bottom of the harbour’ guys, like
Jeans West and Alister Norwood and people like that. Martin used to write the
stories. They used to go to the company’s office and would do tax searches
and company searches and he’d get the stuff together. We worked together on
that for a while, that was quite fulfilling as well.

Then | started my own suburban newspapers, co-owned them with two other
people. One was the Canning Times and one was the Melville Times. I'd
already worked for another suburban newspaper chain owned by a Dutch
gentleman in Armadale and they had four to five different suburban
newspapers. I'd worked on all of those as a reporter, as a photographer and as
a sub-editor.

So, then | had my own two, ran that for about a year and a half, then sold up
and left and then | went to the Sunday Times and worked there for 20 years as
a sub-editor.

Only 20 years?
Only 20.
Yes. That was long enough was it?

It was a long time, because being a Rupert Murdoch publication, they were all
about performance and very little about the people who worked for them. It was
quite excruciating to see the way they treated people and hear about what they
did to people. They were basically toe-cutters. If you didn’t get to where they
wanted you to, then you were pushed aside. We had people who came across
from Queensland, to be like deputy editors and things like that and, if they
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didn’t succeed in boosting circulation, they were sent back to Queensland, but
at a much lower place from where they came from in the chain. So, you know,
| didn’t like that so much.

Commercially ruthless?

Very ruthless. Absolutely ruthless and at the same time that | was working for
the Sunday Times, | was working in the Canning Vale printing plant that they
put together to put out the newspaper on Saturdays. So, | would do a 12-hour
shift on the Sunday Times, go straight to Canning Vale and work for another
six or seven hours there and get home about three o’clock in the morning.

But that was physical labour. That was pushing around huge metal trolleys with
hundreds and hundreds of newspapers into the mouths of presses and stuff,
but | enjoyed that because there wasn’t a lot of thinking about it and there
wasn’t a lot of sophistication, it was just about getting the job done, you know.

It's as if you've needed two sides to your life. You've needed the intellectual
side and you’ve needed the physical side?

| quite agree.
And they’ve balanced, haven’t they?
They did.

It's interesting, you talking about working and the printing side. | interviewed a
chap many years ago who’d been a linotype operator.

Compositor.
You nod there. You look familiar with that, are you?

We had those at the Sunday Times in the first days that | was there and these
guys would type onto a keyboard to set up lead letters which were all stuck into
like a tube and then blocked in the paper and eventually this page would be
complete and it would weigh 25 kilos.

And if there was something had to be changed on that page at the last minute,
they actually chipped it off with a chisel and you'd have a black spot on your
newspaper that wasn’t text. These guys could read stuff upside down and
change it by flicking a letter in and out all the time. And that’'s how | started
with ‘hot metal’ as they called it in those days.

But then it became totally android-based and computer-based and, in fact,
towards the end of what the last five or six years that | was working at the
Sunday Times, we were sending our newspaper pages to Canning Vale from a
satellite dish and they were going down there and being formed down there as
a negative straight onto a plate and ‘bang, it was away to be printed .

There were only six to eight people working in that plant, the rest was all
robotic. Guys would come out from Germany to design and install it. They had
robots that would carry these huge rolls of newsprint around that weighed 20
tons and they had a track and they would do their little trick and you could
watch it happen. There was no human intervention to any great degree except
pushing these reels of newspaper into the press mouths and we had eight of
those. We would just push them in all night until we got the paper run done.

So, the physical side of things that you so enjoyed was rapidly being replaced
by robots?

Most of it yes, absolutely.
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Okay. Such is progress?
It is.

So, | think you would have then got to a stage where you'd owned and sold
your own newspaper. Where did you go from there?

Okay. In the interim, and | can’t remember quite where it occurs in the whole
scheme of things, | also went into electronic journalism. | liked radio because it
was very immediate and what you said on air was out there. You had ‘kill
switches’ and ‘delay switches’ for about three to five seconds if you said
something naughty and you have to hit it quickly to stop it from going out there.

So, you had a delay?
You had a delay.
Right so you had the potential for a delay if you needed it?

Yes. So, | went to Channel Nine and there | started doing TV news for Channel
Nine. And | also started doing radio news for them and | ran the morning 6KY
news shift. You’d start at three o’clock in the morning and you’d be finished by
about nine o’clock or ten o’clock and go home.

Then | went to ABC and enjoyed that, because in those days, they were the
actual icon that everyone aspired to be. If you published a story through ABC
and you didn’t get an opposing point of view, then you could be sacked. It was
sort of that you must balance your reports, whereas in other media that wasn’t
S0 obvious and sought after.

Then | went to 6PR and there | had sort of the right - the carte blanche - to
interview anyone | wanted to, anywhere in the world, so about every second
day | would ring Joe Bjelke-Petersen about stories that related to national
politics. I'd ring Sir Charles Court at his home and then | would ring Bob
Hawke at home, because he was then ACTU President. | interviewed Robert
Holmes-a-Court, Lang Hancock and I interviewed a man called Bill Belcher.

Bill was on a yacht that sank out at sea off the eastern coast and he was afloat
for 28 days in a rubber inflatable raft with a roof on it.

Twenty-eight days? Good Lord.

And at all stages of that he didn’t have enough food or water to drink. What he
used to do was put some crumbs on top of the roof of the raft and wait for a
seagull to come and land on the roof and he would grab the seagull, pull it
inside, kill it and drink the seagull’s blood and eat the raw meat. | interviewed
him by ship-to-shore radio because he was on a freighter being brought back
when he was rescued and that was the first time that story had publicity.

Wow. That would have been an absolute scoop then?

It was and it was nice to be doing that sort of thing. When | was working for
Daily News the local Aboriginal people in Perth set up an Aboriginal Consulate
on the grass lawns of Parliament House and the man who was there running it
in those was a guy called Jack Davis.

Oh yes, the name’s familiar.

And so, | went and sat with Jack all night and had a great old time with Jack
and enjoyed his company and his intellect.

He was highly regarded wasn’t he, Jack Davis?
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He was. He was a writer. He was an author. | also met people like Ken
Colbung.

| liked Ken because he started Cullacabardee back in the early days. Robert
Isaacs. All these sorts of guys and they were very interesting, because later on
| went to work in the Department of Aboriginal Affairs as a PRO. | was given
great latitude. | could nominate where | wanted to go, for how long | wanted to
go. And I'd go to the Kimberley’s and I'd spend two or three weeks there going
from community to community, taking photos, writing stories. We had two
front-page stories run on the Western Mail colour magazine of Turkey Creek
and other places up there. | really enjoyed doing that because it opened my
mind a lot.

| was very favourable towards Aboriginal people and their causes and the
traditional Aboriginal people up north are very likeable people. | went to a place
called Mowanjum, just outside Derby and the first rains of the wet had come
and when the rain hits the ground in the first day or so it can’t soak in so there
were puddles and there was this Aboriginal boy dancing in the puddle. He
would have been about 10 and he spoke a dialect and, of course, | didn’t speak
that dialect and | asked him if it was alright to take his photo and he said
something to me but | didn’t take it, in case | was going to make a mistake.
There was an older Aboriginal man standing alongside the puddle and he was
looking down at his feel and eventually | said to this guy - because the young
bloke had taken off ‘what did he actually say to me’ and he said ‘oh, he said it
was fine for you to take a photo because doing that was just like looking at him
through a glass window’. And | thought of this 10-year-old boy, or eight or
nine-year-old boy, and how profound that was in the simplicity of what he was
saying, whereas, | was sort of all encumbered with all this preconception of you
must ask permission, whatever, but in actual fact he had said ‘yes and go
ahead and take ahead the photo’. But he did it in such a lovely way.

Also, on one of those trips, | went to a place called Dingo Springs near the
Northern Territory border and there was a woman there, an Aboriginal woman
with a baby and an older Aboriginal bloke who was quite senior. And so, | went
to shake hands with him and | realised he’d had leprosy because he only had a
couple of fingers left, but you shake hands anyway because you don’t want to
offend people.

And they had a bed base with wire on it and all their kangaroo meat was on it
which was salted and they were living a very close to traditional life. It was just
a nice way to spend some time talking to people. And then you’d use all that to
promote their cause by publishing it you know in a positive way down in Perth
so | really liked that.

When | was working at DAA - Department of Aboriginal Affairs - the department
had two responsibilities. It had a state arm and had a federal arm and | was
basically employed by the federal arm and | worked for guys like lan Viner,
Fred Chaney, Peter Bowen. These sorts of guys. In the state arm at the same
time we had Sir Charles Court running a situation where he wanted to send
miners into Noonkanbah.

| remember that.

Yes, and so what happened was, that Sir Charles wasn’t talking to Fred
Chaney and vice versa because they were at odds, so I'd have to go to Sir
Charles’s press conferences, sit down and hear what he was saying to go back
and talk to my Minister, the Federal Minister and tell him what Sir Charles
Court was saying. It was sort of like that. It was quite a tense situation where
one arm of the people who were looking after Aboriginal people had one view
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and one arm, another arm, had another view. But it was interesting. We would
sit down and I'd write possible Parliamentary Questions for a guy sitting on the
other side of the table. He’d be doing the state PPQs where he would ask
questions of my Minister, so we then had to give answers that we thought were
appropriate and then get them passed by the Minister.

So, it was quite an interesting time.

Yes. | suppose Sir Charles Court would be focussed upon state development,
and resources, this sort of thing, wouldn’t he?

He was completely focussed on that. He was very good at that. David Brand
before him had been good as well, but Sir Charles came up with some really
unusual ideas. He was going to build, well he put up the idea of building a
nuclear power plant at Guilderton on the Moore River.

Yes, | remember that.

Things like that which were never actually anticipated or heard of ever since,
but I liked Sir Charles quite a lot. | knew him quite well.

Didn’t they buy the land for that? Or reserve it?

They did and actually this house next door was in fact the Liberal Party
headquarters for WA.

Really?

And Sir Charles used to often be there when | used to come up and visit my
father and he’d come tottering out of the toilet down the back with his
newspaper tucked under his arm and I'd say ‘g’day Sir Charles’ or whatever.
So, yes, it was quite a nice relationship.

It's interesting that concept, because | knew a fellow who was recruited to
come and work in the energy industry here in WA who came from the nuclear
industry in the UK and he was specifically recruited for that. And as you say it
never came to pass did it?

Well, then there were all sorts of problems with either mining uranium, or
shipping uranium, and it became very embroiled in political turmoil.

Yes, and | suppose they were looking at having it on the coast because cooling
water was an issue and this sort of thing?

They had to have it didn’t they?
Yes. How did you finish up in journalism then?

| did my time with the Sunday Times, my 20 years, and then | decided | was
going to leave.

I’d done a course under a well-known landscape gardener in Perth and | was a
fully trained landscape gardener and | then left my work superannuation
through superannuation, or whatever, took up landscape gardening and had a
couple of clients.

It was looking pretty prosperous and then my cancer hit pretty bad and | had all
of the neck muscles and shoulder muscles on the left-hand side of my body
taken out. So, | couldn’t operate things like Kanga machinery or heavy
machinery, so that really killed that idea to some degree. And then, from then
on, it was always a battle against the increasing prevalence of my cancer
which was a squamous cell. It will travel in the body to get more proficient
blood sources. It started in my face and then it started to proceed down my
neck. This is why they had to take the neck and shoulder muscles out to stop it
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getting into the chest. And that was approximately 162 or 17 years ago and
ever since, we just have a cutting procedure that keeps going.

You just keep fighting it?

They removed all my teeth to facilitate 45 days of radiation. When they
couldn’t stop it they did a second neck resection and they couldn’t cut all the
cancer out, so they were worried about that, so that's why they had to put the
radiation into it.

When they did that about two years later, the radiation caused a second
malignant cancer called an AFX - a very rare cancer but just as deadly - and to
do that they took off the left-hand side of my face and replaced it with my
stomach because you needed thick skin so your eyes didn’t sag and lips didn’t
drag and you didn’t drool too much. And they put me in a hyperbaric chamber
for, I don’t know, about 40 days as well.

That’s oxygen therapy isn’t it?

Yes, that’s right. To increase the blood flow to make the transplant on the face
work. Which was rather interesting, because | used to be very keen on diving
because my father was a diver. I'd done all my SCUBA stuff - quite a lot of it
anyway - with whale sharks and up in the Indonesian and various places up
there like Sulawesi - | had enjoyed my diving and that was sort of going back to
it in a way, because you’d feel the pressure and you’d know you were down 30
feet or whatever.

So the hyperbaric chamber is not only a pure oxygen environment but it’s also
pressurised?

It is pressurised. You can’t wear any electrical equipment like watches or
whatever in case you started a fire that would ignite the gas and blow up half
the hospital.

Pure oxygen’s highly inflammable isn’t it?

It's actually in the basement of Fiona Stanley Hospital. They had two single
tubes and then they had a six-man unit. | never got to the six-man unit but |
was in the single tubes and you could do two sessions a day for two hours a
time, so it was four hours a day and it took a long time to do 80 hours which is
what | was doing at the time.

But it was interesting. | can’t do diving much anymore because | just don’t have
those facilities or muscles to do it.

Let’s just touch on your diving then. How did you get involved in diving?

Okay. | did a PADI course, which is a basic SCUBA diving course and went
through all the stages of that and got qualified and then | actually did it in
conjunction with my journalism while | was at the Sunday Times. | used to go
on convocational tours with, say, all the dive shops in WA who would go to
Indonesia to various remote places to experience what the market might be
there like for divers from down here.

We’d do dives up there just to see what was available for them to see. So,
you’d see things like big schools of Spanish Mackerel - very rare fish that you
would not see down here. Lots of tropical snakes - water snakes - all that sort
of stuff which was interesting.

Tell me, did you get paid for this?

| got paid for the articles that | did when | got back and | would produce a one
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or two-page supplement of diving at these locations with pictures.
Good fun?

It was good fun. Yes, and | actually formed a company of my own ‘Fisheye
Media’. Which | still own which was my diving side of things where | could
make money from time to time.

How many years did you dive for then?
| would have been diving for six to 10 years before the cancer got too bad.

| dived at Exmouth on the Navy jetty there. I'd been out in the islands off the
coast there. Watched different types of whales, dugongs, all sort of interesting
creatures.

This is what they call free-diving is it, SCUBA?

No. Free-diving is where you go with just a mouthful of air, whereas SCUBA is
‘self-contained underwater breathing apparatus’ so you do have a tank on your
back.

And that’s what you did is it?

Yes, and that’s compressed air. You shouldn’t go too deep but I did one time. |
think it was a mid-life crisis - | went to 65 metres. That was in Indonesia at a
place called Batu Kapal, in the mouth of a river delta which was about three
kilometres wide and they had a little island there. | went down the side until |
couldn’t go any further - to 65 - and it was so cold and dark down there that |
knew | didn’t belong there. | was coming back up and | knew | had run out of air
but | managed to find one of my dive instructors and we shared air, which you
can’t do anymore in SCUBA. They don’t allow it.

Because what happens now is, that if somebody hands you the air and you’re
gasping you might keep it and not give it back, so the other guy’s in a situation
where he might be at risk as well.

| see.

So they don’t do shared air. But, no, | enjoyed my SCUBA. It was lovely.
Good. Sounds like you had good fun?

| did. | got slightly ‘bent’ on that trip too from that depth at that time.

Yes, | can imagine.

And what | didn’t know was, that if you do air travel within, like, three days of
that, then you get nitrogen blood — a build-up in your blood - and you get the
bends basically. So, | got a bit of the bends on the trip back.

So, the nitrogen in your blood comes out in the lower air pressure in the
aircraft?

It does, yes, at the higher altitude.

So, you can get what, nitrogen narcosis can you?

Yes, you can.

| know all the right words you see, but | haven’t had the experience.

It's very painful in the joints as well.
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| could imagine it is.

We have touched on your interest in fishing? How did you develop your fishing
skills?

| used to come up during my school holidays to spend time with my Dad, so my
Mum could have a rest from my being down there. So, | guess | was up here
from the time | was five or six. I'm going to be 70 next year so that was about
63 odd years — 65 years. He would take me out on the cray boat, | would see
how cray fishing worked, I'd be part of that. I'd help out and we’d go out at night
line-fishing, hand-fishing with line for dhufish, and whatever and | would have
caught my first dhufish when | was about 13. It was a big one. | sold it and
made some money from the fish factory here. So, | had that experience
growing up with Dad. He would always eat the fish that he had caught and
serve that to me as well - whether | liked it or not. | really enjoyed fishing and
then | took it up myself when | was down in Perth and used to go fishing once a
week, basically along the coast at various points.

You’d go fishing to get a feed?

Yes, to see what you could catch and wherever it was, Cockburn, all the way
down.

What was your involvement with fishing here in Lancelin then?

Well basically the cray fishing and line fishing. We would have fish that you’d
catch on the reef on the edge of the reef here the ........ Reef or on the inside
of it and you would eat that. | went out with some of the kids from here in little
aluminium dinghies to fish by hand, so | sort of grew up with some of these
guys as well. So that was the experience with the fishing here.

So, did you have a cray boat of your own?

No. Dad offered me a cray boat and a licence and foolishly | said no and went
through a university degree course and journalism. | regret that. | should have
in fact stayed and done that and taken the licence and run a boat.

Yes, well that was in the days when, of course, getting a degree and working
professionally was supposed to be the best option wasn't it?

It was, but in actual fact in those days a cray licence with the certain numbers
of pots that you were given could be worth up to $1,000,000. Really amazingly
high prices.

A bit like, taxis but they fell away towards the end.
Yes. Well hindsight’s a wonderful thing isn’t it?

It is 20/20 vision .

At least | found it is.

Absolutely. When | first started coming up here, with Dad, he had an old Land
Rover. One of the first that was produced which had the sort of square seats
with the wooden plugs that fitted in to a hole in the back of the thing.

Yes, | remember them.
And the fuel tank was under the passenger seat and there was no roof lining.

Yes, indeed with a big thing on the top of the tank.
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Yes, it was. And he said to me one day - | was probably round about seven -
he said ‘do you want to drive’? | was terrified, but | wouldn’t let him know that. |
had to sit on his lap because | couldn’t reach the pedals. My legs weren’t long
enough, so he was doing the pedals and | was doing the steering. He enjoyed
it immensely, but | was a bit terrified because in those days everywhere from
about Yanchep north was just a sand track, there wasn’t a paved road as such.

| remember those pedals they were like steel plates, weren’t they?
There were, yes.

You needed army boots on to operate them?

Yes, you did.

They were tough little nuggets those Land Rovers, weren’t they?

Unbelievably good. | wish he’d still kept it or parked it somewhere for me to
find.

No, they didn’t have any elaboration, did they?

No. And they were all aluminium so they didn’t rust.
Yes, indeed.

Which is great.

So, life in Lancelin then. You would have touched on Lancelin from an early
age but how did you come to establish yourself here?

Okay, well, Dad owned three houses and towards - when | was approaching -
my twenties, | decided | had to go and find this guy and get to know who he
was and do a bit more personal work with him, because the family had been so
fractured. So, | came up and visited him and then | started visiting him every
week. He had an old house right on this site - a little green asbestos cray
fishing shack. When I'd first come up here they had a fisherman series of
shacks or sheds down towards where the cray process was and you had
methylated spirit stoves that you had to pump up before you could light them to
have a meal. But Dad had his own place here.

So, | used to stay with him and I also used to bring my friends up, like my wives
whatever, at that stage and then | discovered that he was dementing and he
needed quite a bit of care over a long period of time. Eventually we were able
to manage it up here with the help of Silver Chain and with two ladies that |
hired to come and cook for him. Silver Chain would wash him and whatever,
but it got more past that and they couldn’t, but it was a process that went for 10
to 12 years.

And in the last year and a half, | couldn’t sustain him here. He fell over and |
got quite a lot of criticism from people in town that | should be looking after him
better. So, | took him down to Perth and Silver Chain had a hostel in East
Perth, which was close to where | lived in North Perth, so | could visit him all
the time. And that worked well for about a year, year and a half and he got
past the point where he could no longer feed himself and they didn’t have
enough staff to do that. So, he went into a nursing home and that was only for
about two to three months and then he died.

So, | kept this contact with him after | found out who he was and how much |
liked him and to be part of that again, because it had been such a long time to
find him. | wanted to be here, | wanted to live here. | had good memories of
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here, so that’s why | built this house on this spot. All he’d left me basically was
the land. | thought that was good enough reason to put a house here and stay
here and live here.

Oh, why not, indeed?

Because you are close to the spirit of the person who was here and you have
these connections with some people who worked for him or worked with him.

Yes. | see undertones of your experience with Aboriginal people in this
because there’s a sense of spiritualism isn’t there?

There is. It's like you are part of the land and the land is part of you. Like the
ocean is part of me. | mean my final desire when | do die is to be cremated
and dumped out there, sort of go back to the ocean because I'd be quite happy
to be there on the basis of, you know, Dad having been here.

Yes, | can understand that.

Life here was a very different sort of life. | lived a very high-pressure media life
in Perth, always on the go, always doing stuff. Coming up here was like going
through a stage of relaxation.

Probably kept you sane did it?

It kept me sane. It also changed my outlook on so many different things. There
was a gentleman here called Mike, Michael, Thomas and he was the head of
Lions here and he talked me into being their PRO if you like and that was about
six years ago. He had the same cancer | have and he died about two years
ago now, but he was my mentor and once | got into Lions, | could see the
purpose in life. Lions is a not-for-profit organisation that can raise money but
can’t spend it on themselves or anything to do with them - it has to be spent on
community stuff. So we set up all these different processes where we’'d put
seats around town, we’d put up exercise equipment in parks, we’'d support the
school children going on their excursions, when they had gardens we would
pay for the gardens to be put together, and eventually we set up an Op Shop -
the ....... Lions - run by women volunteers and that now earns them round
about $40,000 a year profit, which gets spent again in other projects.

We set up a men’s Op Shop, where it sells tools and equipment and that sort of
stuff. That's also starting to hit its straps. We had already had a recycling
plant which | run with about six volunteers and that recycles cardboard, plastic,
all sorts of metals like aluminium and whatever, cans whatever. We crush that
and that’s quite a process which sends the stuff to China through an adjunct
called..........

And then we set up - after the two Op Shops - another project which was to
buy a community car. We bought a virtually brand-new car for $15,000 or
$16,000, we got all these volunteers - who had done CPR courses with St John
- to be drivers, volunteer drivers, and that car is available to anyone who books
it through the CRC, to be taken to doctors or medical appointments down in
Perth or anywhere up and down the coast. We then bring them back and we
drop them off at home and pick them up at home. And all they have to do is
pay a little bit of money towards the petrol in the tank. It's a very economical
car as well.

It's a tremendous service in what is a relatively isolated community.
It's absolutely going gang-busters because there’s a very high elderly

component in this town. There’s a younger component of children up to about
High School and then, after High School, there’s a huge gap and they come



Doug
Lloyd
Doug

Lloyd

Doug
Lloyd

Doug

Lloyd
Doug

Lloyd

Doug
Lloyd

back in in their twenties and thirties. There’s no work for those 20 to 30-year-
olds because there just aren’t the opportunities here. So, to some degree
they’re people who are on the dole and whatever.

There are other social problems, anti-social problems, with them but the older
people who are still here, hanging on like grim death, because there’s not a
very high component of aged care up here. There are some units down the
end but you have to put your name down for years to get in there and you then
still may not get there because someone from Gingin might go there. So, there
is a great need in town for elderly care like seniors’ villages and things because
there is this large component of people who are quite elderly in their late sixties
and early seventies.

Yes, it's an interesting community this isn’t it?
Mmm, yes, very much so.

You think of cray fishing being very wealthy, but | gather that's been
rationalised over the years?

It has and, in the sense that the guys who had the money in those days spent it
pretty quickly. The guys who do it now are full-on professionals like Guy Edgar,
you spoke to, when he was cray fishing. They do it well. They sell their product
and their lifestyles are good but not immodest you know. They are not multi-
millionaires and whatever. The feeling in this town is one of sort of comradery.
Good will and comradery. You go to the post office and you’ll run into six or
eight people that you know and they’ll stop to talk to you. You try and do that in
the city and they’ll just walk past you.

Indeed. They don’t know you do they, of course?

They don'’t, even in the same street. And there are people up here who look
after other people. They do it because they like that person, or they know that
person needs some help. And | see that all the time with people who have
problems.

Yes. I'm sure you'd understand this, as an oral historian | love working with
Regional Communities and that’s why. It’s really good.

| can fully understand that.

You've obviously been involved with Lions, have you been involved with
anything else in the community?

No, but my cancer taught me a lot from when it started to where it is now. | got
through the initial ‘poor me’ syndrome, ‘why is it happening to me’ which is
stupid, because it doesn’t benefit you at all if you get depressed or sad about
things. Cancer loves that. It'll just go rampant. Your immune system goes down
and it gets stuck into you. But, at the same time, | was sort of realising there
was more to life than making money and achieving goals and whatever and it
was to me, this sort of person who could relax, enjoy this lifestyle, enjoy what
you’re doing around you, enjoy some of your involvement in projects like Lions.
I’'m always looking to help people up here if | can and | often do that individually
with individual people.

You'll meet a guy called Rob Bennett if you haven't already.
No, | haven’t, no. What was his name again?

Rob Bennett.
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Rob’s going to be 90 this year and he’s like an oral history himself. He just
knows all these people and all these events that go back for years and years.
He’s a lovely bloke, he’s a bit of a legend up here, and we make sure we have
contact with him all the time because he’s such a lovely bloke. He’s got 17
stents in his chest.

Good Lord.

Yes. He's as fit as a fiddle and he says that we have to look after his dog if he’s
not here. So, yes, you get these situations where it’s not an obligation, it’'s not a
duty, it’s not onerous, it's something you like to do.

But you do it anyway?
Absolutely.

You’ve mentioned your marriage your first marriage | think? And obviously a
second marriage. Do you want to talk about your family at all?

Can do.

My first wife was, or is, Scottish and she’s a dual certificated nursing sister,
she’s psychiatric and general. She always had very high positions within
psychiatric services in Scotland. She worked in a forensic criminal psychiatric
unit there in Dyke Bar just outside Glasgow, where they had some very tough
people very, very tough people. She was nearly strangled to death by a West
Indian inmate woman who was very big and very strong and took four male
men to get her off and put her away. So, she was always in a situation of
control and very used to being in control.

To some degree, later on in our marriage, after 20 years that became fairly
toxic and didn’t work very well. | couldn’t get to a situation where we could
have an agreement to reconcile it and work it out and get expert help and
advice. So, that was when that marriage broke down but we had produced a
son Andrew who’s now 43. He has a son now who’s about two or three.

My second marriage was to the lady that I'm with now. We've been together
for 20 years as well and she had been married before, as | had, and we got
together and found that we had a lot of things in common and it worked very
well. Still does.

Good.

So, yes, that was the background to the marital side of it. When | went through
my family research, | found that there were three or four generations of our
family that had these marital breakups and disrupted families, going back to my
grandfather and some of their situations where they would live apart and they
wouldn’t see each other or talk to each other and | think it was because the
men in my family weren’t well educated in the practical skills of being fathers
and husbands and therefore, they didn’'t really cope very well with either
determined women, or women they couldn’t understand, or women they
couldn’t control to some degree.

Are you telling me that you can understand women?
No, | can’t. Every time | think I've got a grip on it | ‘lose the plot’.

Yes, well, I'm sure my wife would say she can’t understand me either. If it's any
consolation, | can understand where you’re coming from because I've got a
second marriage and it’s interesting how you evolve isn't it?
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Absolutely.
And you do evolve, don’t you?

We had to. It was necessary. When the cancer got really bad, | couldn’t work
any longer, so | went and | got a disability pension, which is a hell of a process.
A board of six or eight people, for two lots of two hours, with 200 pages of
documents and finally you get it. And then you can have a carer, an official
carer, who looks after you. That's my wife. And as soon as she became the
carer, she decided that she would know everything that was good for me to do
and everything that was bad for me not to do. So, she took control to a large
degree. And | don’t mind that, because it gives her something to do in a way.
It's her role and it fits our lifestyle, because we don’t rush out and buy anything
all the time now anymore. It's not necessary. You can do a lot more with less
and be a lot happier with less.

Golly, you sound like my wife and |, because as you grow older, you realise
that the material aspects of life are less significant.

Absolutely. Part of that process is losing good friends and then you realise how
much you’d loved them, because you did love them anyway but losing them is
that final step where you can no longer contact them, you can no longer share
things with them.

I've just lost a friend last week on Saturday, he died. He became an alcoholic
towards the latter 10 or 15 years of his life and he completely changed from
this really nice person, to this pretty awful person and we fell out of contact with
him at some stage during that process. But my other best friend - who had
flown as a pilot - who had liver cancer through drinking and had gone to AA
and stopped drinking seven years before. He came across to WA just to try
and get this other guy into AA and to help him sort out his family and his life.
That failed and then my best friend died, because in the time it took for him to
be over here and away from his own medical treatments back in Queensland,
the cancer came back and he died a very horrible death. We got to see him
once before he died but the pain was extreme excruciating.

Mmm, yes, a friend of mine would always say he was an alcoholic. He had
been a severe alcoholic, but he’d got involved with AA and ‘got on the wagon’
as he would say but, the reality of it was, he would always say he was an
alcoholic because if he touched it then it was a problem.

That’s part of the process.
Yes, he was an incredibly brave man | thought.

| just had an email yesterday, last night actually, from this dead fellow’s son
that he wants to see me and talk to me and it'll be a very sad thing to do
because, even when his dad was a bad bloke, | used to contact the family and
keep regular contact with his wife and the two boys. When it got to physical
violence between him and the family, that became very difficult to continue
because | didn’t want to upset the family and go through all the horrible things
they were going through.

It's interesting how people and the friends that you have become so valuable
don’t they?

Absolutely crucial and irreplaceable. If something does go wrong in their
relationship, in their life and you can’t fix it and you’re sort of shut out from
helping. That’s frustrating, but at the same time it's a terrible legacy to know
that you know you’ve lost that person. The chap that we talked about was a
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wonderful guy, full of jokes and music and so on and then he changed to be
this different person altogether.

It's sad isn’t it?

Very sad. There’s only one year — he was the same year age as my wife
currently. And that hits home very hard.

What significant people have you had in your life though?

My father was significant, but | didn’t know it until much later in life. | sided with
my mother in her view of how it all happened and then | found out that that was
incorrect through some horrible circumstances we won’t go into. So that was a
thing | regretted. | went back and found him when | was in my early twenties
and rediscovered this man and found he was this lovely bloke that | wish I'd
known for 20 years prior. But | made the most of what time | had and then |
lost him to dementia, which was another evil thing that happened, because I'd
hoped that he would be around for quite a long time, to be able to renew the
contact with.

It's cruel isn’t it?

The man - that was my best friend, who | had worked with for 20 years on the
Sunday Times — Dave, who died of liver disease, he was a wonderful man. He
was very educated, very intuitive, very, very funny and a very enjoyable guy to
have a relationship with. He was terrific. His wife was an ex-Polish cabaret
dancer singer from the Lisa Minnelli type days back in Europe.

Good heavens. Really?

He’'d worked for the CIA in Berlin, on radio, sending messages from Voice of
America in code to people over there. He was a big drinker for nearly all the
time that | had known him, until he got scared with cancer and he gave it up for
that seven or eight years, but it came back and bit him and took him out.

Other people that were important, or have been important that I've lost. My
uncle, one of my uncles, Alan who only died a year or so ago. He lived to a
good ripe old age. | used to visit him quite frequently and he was the family
historian. He had done all the work on the family. He was actually working as
a sub-editor on the West Australian, unbeknown to me, when | was working for
the Perth Daily News, with just the corridor separating us. So that was quite
interesting. The library that served both the West and the Perth Daily News
was run by a Dutch guy and a guy called John Ireland and John Ireland was
the husband of the woman who married my father as his second wife. So, it got
quite complicated. You mix with these people every day and you ask them to
help you with various things and at the same time, you’ve got all these inter-
marital connections that occur.

You don’t always realise the significance, though, do you?

No. you don’t. Not until afterwards, when you sit back and you contemplate and
you think ‘gee, | wish I'd had more time with that person, I'd said something
different’ or whatever. But what’s past is past and it can’t be retrieved.

Unfortunately, it can’t can it?

Which is why | do oral history. You would probably relate to this that there’s
two people in my life that | don’t have the oral histories - or the voices of - and
that’s my parents and | regret it. | record many, many people, but | haven’t got
them.
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Yes. Well | was still lucky in a way, but | haven’t continued through with it. A
gentleman contacted me from Onslow and he was doing what you are doing -
oral history recording - and he wanted to come and sit down with Dad and do
some taping sessions with him to get the early days in Onslow, because Dad
was working there from about 1929 through to when he joined the Army. He
didn’t join the Army, he joined the Air Force during the Second World War and
he came down and did a lot of interviews with Dad, produced transcripts and
they’re up in a museum up in Onslow. I'd like to get a copy of those for my own
purposes, just to see what was said and how it all went, so I'll probably do that
one day.

Dad was such an interesting guy, it took me years and years to find out all the
things that he’d done - quite amazing things. He’d been in the RAAF based in
Darwin when the Japanese were attacking and he was in like a torpedo boat
crew of about five or six and they used to go out and pick up pilots that were
shot down - our pilots - and they’d also go out to the islands for various
purposes with no reason which | would fully understand or know about, but |
have pictures to prove it because I've got a whole stack of photos that Dad
took. He did a lot of things that were quite remarkable for a person of his age
and stage and education.

| would think the people in Onslow have got material that would interest you
and you’ve got material that would interest them | think.

Yes, | would have. Yes, we might do a swap.
Yes, you see there’s always a trade isn’t there?
There is.

So, when you look back at people that have influenced you in life, you've
mentioned a few that you worked with, and your father of course, but what
about your schooling - anything there?

Yes, we had some interesting people at our school. We had a guy called John
Chester. John Chester was a radical little fella and when he left school he
became an environmentalist, extremist and he put together a fertiliser bomb
and blew a 2'2 ton crane off the jetty down at Bunbury, which was loading
wood chips for export.

When you say a fertiliser bomb, you mean ammonium nitrate - that sort of
thing?

Yes. He fabricated it all himself and he lived in the bush for years afterwards,
but he was also on the ‘Most Wanted List’ for about 14 weeks.

So, when he was at school, he ran a little group of guys - we’ll call it a gang -
and | formed another little group of guys or a gang, for the poor weak blokes
who couldn’t stand up to this other mob and so there were quite often fights
and various to-dos and whatever. But things that don’t come out about Aquinas
is that a lot of us brought knives to school because we played a game called
‘Stretch’. In ‘Stretch’ you stand opposite the guy opposite you, he’s got a knife
you’ve got a knife, you throw it into the ground point first and it sticks. He’s got
to put his leg out to it pick up the knife and give it back to you. Then he gets to
throw his knife. Occasionally guys would wind up with knives in their legs and
various other things, but generally it was pretty amicable, but there was a lot of
physical violence between the two groups as well. But | took it on only to
protect some of these weaker guys from this other mob who were quite
powerful.
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Mmm it made an impression obviously?

It made a big impression. The Christian Brothers themselves, none of them
really stood out as a mentor or as a guiding light for me because of the brutality
of the way that they treated people.

You would get sent up to clear all the bottles of wine from the Brothers’ lunch
room every day and you’d take out - there’d be eight Brothers - you’d clear out
12 bottles of wine.

We had our own milk delivered from the government in those days. You would
be responsible for bringing that into class as well. It was a very heavy life of
routine and regulation and you couldn’t really change it. You couldn’t do
anything about it. If you went to your Mother, in my case and said ‘look, | got
belted up today by the Brothers for no particular reason’ she’d say ‘oh, well you
must have deserved it'. She would never interfere or intervene for my behalf.

It's ‘interesting that to say ‘you must have deserved it’, because that was the
philosophy wasn't it?

It was.

It's interesting, as a historian - | say to people repeatedly ‘when you look at
history always interpret it in the concept and perspective of the day because
it's important to understand that things were different’.

Absolutely. Well she was the disciplinarian in the family because Dad was
never there. He was always away pearling or diving.

One day | splashed my sister and two of her school mates in their uniforms by
throwing a rock into a puddle. So, when | got back to home, my sister dobbed
me in, my mother would take me into the laundry and she would lock the
laundry door and she would get out a metal coat hanger and she would go at
me until she got tired and if you resisted, or you ran away or you didn’t put up
with it, you'd get twice as much. She was a very, very firm Irish, Catholic
disciplinarian figure.

She was an influence on you then?

Oh, she was tough. She was very tough. And | believed her side of it for a long,
long time.

So, your Mother was a fairly firm disciplinarian then. Obviously had to be?
Yes, absolutely.

So, we've covered your work as a journalist. Were there any particular major
projects that you worked on?

The ‘Bottom of the Harbour’ stuff was important.

| also went to work for a section of the Daily News called ‘The Ombudsman’,
where you would take on complaints from people, in writing, to go and
interview the people who’d caused their problems and try to resolve it in some
sort of amicable consensual way. So, you would go to a ‘rack renting’
entrepreneur and you'd say ‘look, why are kicking out all these families and
taking all their rent and their bond money’ and he would argue with you and
you would sort of semi argue with him to try and resolve it. Then you’d go back
and you write a story and you print it. So, there was a sort of thing of trying to
right wrongs which was quite valuable and quite interesting. It was one of the
first departments of its type in newspapers in Australia, so that was good. That
was important.
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| got sent to Melbourne for two years to run a news bureau in The Herald in
Melbourne for the West Australian back here in Perth, in the days of telex
machines with tapes, perforated tapes, and all you’d be sending back is stories
that you thought were worthwhile to be sent back here. You’d have a telex
operator and you’d edit what she had to write and then she would punch it all in
in code and bang it out. And | did that for a couple of years.

| then left mainstream journalism and went and worked for a Current Affairs
monitoring guy in Kew, Doug Grayling, who was running Australian Reference
Services and they used to monitor four or five radio and television stations
simultaneously and tape record anything that had name mentions or product
mentions for things from BHP right through to other big companies. You would
then transcribe those tapes and send them to these companies for a fee for
Doug Grayling’'s company so they could keep abreast of technical
developments in their field, criticisms of their company or their approach. So
that was an interesting thing to do as well.

I've certainly used services like that years ago.

And, when | couldn’t get a job in mainstream journalism, | had this ethic to work
so at one stage | was loading freight cars at Dyna Rail in Melbourne with slabs
of beer. And I'd pick up two or three slabs of beer and put them in the railway
carriage and then somebody would drop a slab on my foot. And then | finally
worked out that you load one at a time to make the job go slower and you don’t
load two at a time. So, you learn all these little, helpful little, lessons.

Cultural lessons?

Picked fruit in two different states. | worked as a carnation farm labourer in
Victoria, down on the Mornington Peninsular. | worked in the Australian Iron
and Steel blast furnace when it was at Kwinana. Very heavy, very dangerous
work, but a worthwhile experience for having gone through it.

You’ve certainly not been afraid of work, have you?

No. Well at that stage | had a child, a baby and | had to provide so | would take
anything. You go to the dole people and you say ‘this is my background, |
need work’. ‘Oh no, well, we’ve got nothing suitable for you’ and I'd say ‘what’s
that job up there’, ‘oh that’s working in a blast furnace’, | said ‘I'll take it’ and I'd
go down and do it. Because they had this inflated idea that you had to fit within
a certain framework.

Mmm, yes, and of course you never get tested then do you?
No.

Just coming back to Lancelin then, what changes have you noticed in this
community since you’'ve been involved with it?

The population overall hasn’'t changed in size. The basic industries like cray
fishing haven’t changed, except become more sophisticated and involve a lot
more expenditure of money from the people who run it. A good cray boat now
will cost you $700,000 to $800,000. You have to provide a lot of equipment
and crew to get that happening and get it out there and get it back.

What has changed is a lot of the people who were originals in town have
produced one or two generations to follow them and of one or two of those
generations that follow, one will be aged in their twenties to thirties and they
were, and are to some degree, quite a problem in town. They can'’t find work,
they have no entertainment as such. Drugs do play a part in their lives and
criminal activities does play a part as well. So, whereas in my father’'s day no
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one locked windows or doors, everyone locks windows and doors now.

It’s just an unfortunate part of life where you can’t trust situations to remain the
same unless you take precautions.

Yes, it's unfortunate. It seems to be common everywhere these days.

It's a very common rural problem because the drugs that they’re using are very
cheap, very easily available and can be made at home. They are very
dangerous and very horrible once they get a grip on them.

So, the town has not changed significantly over the years then?

No. | mean we still don’t have a picture theatre here because it doesn'’t justify
putting a picture theatre here. Through Lions we try to think of all different
ways to involve young people. They’re not interested in doing community work
for nothing by and large.

We were going through a program at one stage where people were sent to us
by local JP’s who would make an order against somebody for some wrong-
doing and they’d say you’d have to do so much in community work hours and
they would send them to us. But we found that they didn’t want to work. They’d
sit outside the shed smoking and at one stage, they were stealing money from
the purses of the women who were working there. So, we had to turn around
and say ‘no, we can’t do that anymore’.

It was a pity because we would have loved to have given them the positive
outlook on just manual labour for the community good, but they weren't
interested and by and large that's why we can’t get young people to work in
community functions.

Yes. | understand that the cray fishing industry used to have large numbers of
boats but has no longer?

That’s reduced quite a bit, | guess. | can remember when there were 20 or 30
boats in the bay. Now you’d be lucky to see a dozen.

Because they’re big, they’re expensive. Just running them is incredibly
expensive, with big diesels that cost a fortune to get out and get back.

All the pots and regulations have changed, so every couple of years you get a
new directive on, you know, escape hatch clauses and widths and everything
else so you have to change your pots. Yes, it's complex. There’s always that
fluctuation of the seasons thing as well, where sometimes you might go
through one or two years of bad catching where you’re not getting much money
to run your boat and all the things that you need to do, so you’re not making a
huge profit. In fact, you may not be making a profit at all.

But there are still quite a few younger blokes who graduate, but that’s mostly
through fathers who are cray fishermen as well and they bring their kids up to
understand how it works and they hand their boats and the licenses over to
their sons as they get older.

Has climate change started to evolve?

Yes, it's an issue now. | was just talking to one of our Shire Councillors who
runs a coffee shop here, Jacqui Lobb, and she started saying that there’s
problems now which have come up in the last five years, where the Shire has
to provide ‘duty of care’. And one of those aspects relates to, not so much the
regulations about your house, although that has changed a lot as well, it
related to things like the environment. So, there is this fear that after a certain
amount of global warming and the rising of the ocean levels, that it'll breach the
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seafront here and flood this area in the town, so they’re straddling the problem
that people’s real estate values are going to go down, based on something that
may happen 10 years in the future, but the Shire has to go through the
exercise.

So, they employ specialist people to try and assess the risk of that happening
and then publicise it so people have to look at the prospects of what might
happen in the near future. Luckily this house is on stilts and | can put a boat
downstairs and row to where | need to go.

But maybe we’ll come up with a solution for global warming? Hey, I'm not a
naysayer. | don’t think that it's not happening and | think people who do are
stupid really. They are not looking at reality.

Well, you've seen a lot of life through your work - physical and intellectual.
What about any observations on your life experiences then?

| could tell people lots of things not to do.

Come on then. Tell me a few.

But | don’t regret having done them. They were mistakes that were part of my
past. | was a ‘Conscientious Objector’ when | was called up to go to Vietnam.

And for a couple of years after that, you wouldn’t tell people that because there
was a stigma attached to that. You were supposed to be some guy running
away from things. That wasn’t my rationale at all. | just didn’t see the logic of
going up to Vietnam and ‘taking out’ people out there who might be coming
down here through the ‘Red Peril’ principle at a time when America was sort of
pushing Australia to do all this stuff, in some instances for possible economic
gain like oil fields off the coast of Vietham.

So, yes, | went through a radical stage of university life, where | was exposed
to lots of ideas and | adopted some of them. | have since rationalised some of
that and not renewed those thoughts or those ideas. | find politics to be a very
difficult way to travel. Because people have such self-interest as politicians
these days, they promote issues and causes which to some degree are not
relevant and are just vote-getters and it annoys me. It really annoys me
because I've seen it all my life in journalism. Whereas people try to get this
point across for self-gain or self-aggrandisement or whatever and | don’t like it.
| really don't like it.

I've got to the stage now, where we have three levels of government, a lot of it
is hard yards to do to get things done. You can get a situation where a
caravan park needs to be developed and then 300 or 400 people would object
to that, but none of them live here, they all live somewhere else in the state, but
they’ve been organised or put together by somebody here who does, who has
a vested interest. And they’ll find a rare grass or something that they’re worried
about. So, they’ll cancel that option for the caravan park.

But the town needs to grow. Everyone in town realises that, but not a lot of
people want to see it grow. Like the more mobile phone towers you get around
town the more opposition you get from a lot of people who don'’t like it. The
sand dunes at the north of town, they’re great for people who don't live here
and they come from outside to race over it all day, every day. We get about
one person killed a year on average up there, who comes up and doesn’t
realise that the wind changes dune faces, they go over cliffs and they die. We
have a big helicopter that comes up here, we call ‘the big yellow bird’ and
every time we see it we know somebody’s in desperate trouble getting taken
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down or brought back through things that could be resolved.

The land where the sand dunes are is owned by the Commonwealth
Government. As it goes further north it becomes a gunnery range used by the
Americans and the Australians for testing their naval and other artillery pieces.
Some people would like to see that shut, stopped. The island here - Lancelin
Island itself - up until about 1952, was a bombing range for the RAAF who
used to use it as a target, not full-time bombs, but just the duds that they were
dropping for testing out their aiming situations. It's now a bird sanctuary and
it’s no longer a bombing range.

But further up north, there every week or so, you hear the shells coming in and
exploding. It's making that decision, between do we need to have this
experience to keep ourselves defence ready, or shall we have a quiet life? |
know somebody who’s got a farm right across from the firing range and she
lives here. She’s very, very opposed to that because she’s worried about bush
fires and things being caused by these shells coming in.

It’s all about balance in life.
Indeed. Everything’s a trade-off isn’t it?

It's very hard to get a good balance with everything.

If you, when you, die as we all do, what thoughts would you leave behind for
younger people?

I'd tell them, or ask them, not to take themselves too seriously. To look at not
necessarily getting to a situation of earning lots and lots of money, because
money is not everything. To try to see how they can actually help and work
with people around them. Sometimes even in a voluntary capacity it works very
well.

To see how others live and not get so side-tracked by your own individual
importance or development.

And | think, just sort of sit back a little bit, take life a little bit easy and slowly get
to where you want to go however you can.

Alright. Is there anything you’d like to add?
No, no, no. All good.

No? We’ve covered most things, | think?
Yes, pretty much.

Good. Alright Lloyd, well thank you for talking to me and sharing all this. I've
really enjoyed it. It's been really terrific. Thank you.



