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NOTES TO THE READER ON INTERPRETATION OF THIS TRANSCRIPT 
 
Readers of this oral history transcript need to be aware that it is not a verbatim transcript of the 
words as spoken during the interview that was conducted in the form of a natural conversation 
between the interviewer and the person being interviewed. Some minor changes have been 
made to facilitate the flow of the document. 
 
Much of what is said in such interviews relies upon the accuracy of the memory of the person 
being interviewed and readers should bear this in mind and judge for themselves how factually 
accurate the material is. The interviewer has sought to clarify or verify facts and statements 
made during the interview where this seemed appropriate. 
 
The views and opinions expressed within the transcript are those of the person expressing them 
in the interview. 
 
Please refer to the notes on the following page to aid interpretation of the transcript. 

 
 

Note 1  
 
The recording comprises 5 parts and runs for a total of 2 hours and 30 minutes. 
 
Note 2 
 
Where the interviewer has used words such as ‘Yes’, ‘Right’ or ‘OK” as an encouragement, 
but not as anything else then these words have not been transcribed unless they are relevant 
for the context. Commonly used habitual phrases have also been deleted from the transcript.  
 
Note 3 
 
The interviewer and/or the interviewee have inserted occasional words or phrases (which are 
not in the original recording) into the transcript in order to clarify the context of what was being 
said. These words are shown in the form they would say.  
 
Note 4 
 
Where a sentence has a series of dots in the text such as ……… this indicates that the 
speaker paused, the recording was not clear enough to transcribe accurately what was said 
or the following speaker interrupted what was being said. 
 
Note 5 
 
The interviewer is referred to as ‘Doug’ in the transcript and to the subject speaker is referred 
to as ‘Guy’ as appropriate. 
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INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT 

 
Speaker Text 
Doug My name is Doug Ayre, the date is the 2nd of August 2018 and I’m interviewing Mr Guy 

Edgar at his home in Lancelin, on behalf of the Shire of Gingin Oral History Project.  
Guy, thank you for seeing me.  

Guy Good morning. Welcome. 

Doug Now let’s start with your family background and how far back you can go. 

Guy I can sort of go back. I’ve checked a little bit, but mainly recall from my grandparents  
and my parents. In 1910, AW Edgar my great-grandfather came down from the De 
Grey and he bought his right-hand man, a man by the name of Harry Houghton and he 
purchased “Glencoe”. It was 8,000 acres that was purchased from the Midland Railway 
Company.  He did have a partner. The name of the partner escapes me at the moment, 
but I know Hazel Udell’s book has it covered and the partner very quickly woke up that 
his lack of experience of this country made him sceptical about the wisdom of having 
that land, so he sold it very quickly to the other partner - being my great grandfather 
AW Edgar. …… he married Myra Bateman, who was the daughter of John Bateman. 
The business still goes in Fremantle. She was a powerful sort of lady.   

In 1922, a house was built on “Glencoe” and they got the builder……. one of the 
Masters, to help with that or primarily to do it. They might have helped him on the side 
so to speak.   

The issue, the children, from AW Edgar and Myra Bateman were Grace, Doug, Alec,  
Ian and Mary. 

Doug So, there were five? 

Guy There were five. They formed the Edgar Company. Doug went to “Glentromie”, New 
Norcia, Alec Edgar had “Glencoe”, Mary and Grace had “Koorian” and Ian had 
“Strathalbyn”, so they covered all the property bases. Now I don’t know where AW 
blended out of the scene - possibly on his death - I’m not sure. The Mary and Grace 
story is, Grace then married a very educated man called Prescott Harper who was a 
Rhodes Scholar. They had two children, Alison and Jean and Grace died. I’m not sure  
of what.  After a suitable period of time, you might call it, Prescott remarried - the sister, 
Mary, who had three children and that was John Harper, who is still alive today and his 
sisters Judith and Jill. So that is that generation as far as I can recall it. 

Doug Just before you move on, I notice the names of the properties seem to be Scots in 
relation to each other.  Is that significant? 

Guy Yes. The Edgars were Celtic people from up in Scotland. My grandfather - that is AB 
Edgar -Alexander Bateman, picking up Bateman from the mother. I guess the mother’s 
maiden name. He was a nice man my Grandfather. He was very nice to us but I did 
see a strong side of him on some issues. He was very proud of that Scottish heritage.  
In fact, moving a little bit further ahead just after the war, we’ll get to that in time, but he 
bought a property called “Beauly” when he left “Glencoe” to his two children which we’ll 
get to and but he called that “Beauly”, that place, which is Scottish once again. 

Doug How did you spell that? 

Guy B E A U L Y. 

Guy So, moving along from that, you had the 8,000 acres there and in 1922 the house was 
built, still standing. It’s in the hands of the Thompson family now and they’ve done a 



 

 

 

great job of renovating it and I’ve been there in the last oh about two years ago and I 
learnt a lot about it.  It could be a study in itself that house.  It is quite a large house.  

Communications were the big problem, both road and verbal in those days. Obviously 
anywhere in Australia it was a problem and a telephone line was constructed from 
“Whakea” which was a Wedge property not very far from “Strathalbyn” which went from 
“Strathalbyn” to “Koorian” which is still over in Gingin to “Glencoe” and then to his right-
hand man Mr Harry Houghton who actually built a house on “Glencoe”. The rubble is 
still there and a huge mulberry tree. I only saw it two years ago. It’s 100 years old now, 
nearly, this great big mulberry tree.  

I can still remember that single telephone wire just going through the bush on these 
glass insulators.1 

Doug Just one wire with an earth-return? 

Guy Earth-return, yes and I think now even if you went through some of those banksia 
woodlands there you would still find the odd one there. 

Doug Is that what they’d call a party line then? 

Guy Yes, a party line. 

Doug How did that work? 

Guy In Morse we had one ‘D’ and one ‘U’ they were the two Edgar ones. One was two 
shorts and a long and the other one was two longs and a short. One had to be a little 
cautious maybe about what you said. But it was vital and it was used quite a lot in 
emergencies, in bushfires, general business around the farms, a vital link for the 
women to do with family health and just mental stimulation and health just talking to 
other women, because it was a bit like the fishing industry. We’ll get on to later. It was 
hard, hard on women especially. I used to talk to my Grandmother and we used to talk 
about the good old days and she said ‘there was not one good thing about the good, 
old days, it was the hard, old days. 

Doug Yes, I’ve observed that myself.  I think the only thing in most people’s lives about the 
good old days is that they were younger  at that stage in life and that’s it. 

Guy Moving on to my Grandfather. He’s AB Edgar who was the third child of AW.  He 
married Marie Kathleen Piper who was from Sydney. She was known as Kay and we 
called her Aggie. I think we did that because as little kids we couldn’t say ‘granny’.  

Guy She always wanted to be called ‘granny’ and she was known through the district right 
up till her death as Aggie. She was just the most lovely lady.   

They had three children. My Father Ronald, born in 1924 and then Sheila born about 
four years later, and Murray. My Father passed away two years ago and Sheila passed 
away a little bit before that.  Murray is still going2. Going strongly. 

Dad went to Beermullah School, but his early schooling was actually done at Mrs Elsie 
Turner’s - a place called The Trial or “Allambie”.  It was a few miles away and he used 
to go across by horse as a little five-year old under the care of Mr Harry Houghton. 
They actually blazed the trails across to the school just with an axe, so he’d find himself 
back. 

Doug He used to ride the horse on his own, did he? 

Guy Yes, after Harry had, sort of, been with him. I don’t know. I guess probably the first 
 

1 It is understood that this line also went to the de Burghs. 
2 He is now 85 years old. 



 

 

 

couple of weeks or something and probably meet him half way home as he slowly got 
more confident. He had an old horse called Peter who knew the way there and he 
knew way home, so if Peter turned up without Dad on him, they’d go looking for him, 
sort of thing. 

Doug Of course. 

Guy They thought nothing of it. Nowadays people even our own children, would just roll our 
eyes now and just say ‘you what?’  

So, Mrs Elsie Turner, who has passed away many years ago, she was not a teacher  
but quite smart enough to help Dad along.  After a time he went to the Beermullah 
Primary School which many of us went to, including all my brothers went as well.  After 
he finished Primary School, he went to Hale School at Havelock Street which is now 
the old Parliament House and he went there till he was 15 and then on to Narrogin Ag 
School. 

Doug Yes, I know it. So, he went to Ag College? 

Guy No, he went to the Ag School down at Narrogin. Dad was happy being a farmer. He 
was mechanically very skilful.  He used to be able to get his head around electronics 
quite easily without any form of training and things like that.  Dad married my Mum in 
1948.  Her 90th birthday is coming up on the 22nd of October this year.  She was born in 
1928. The surname was Abbotts. 

Guy Joyce Elizabeth Abbotts. She met Dad because when during the war, a lot of the young 
ladies, young women at school, were moved out of Perth to Katanning to be safer. 

Doug Now is this World War II? 

Guy Yes, sorry. World War II, for fear of the imminent invasion in the minds of the 
strategists and they had good reason to think there could be something on. My Mum  
who used to help Sheila Edgar, who was Dad’s sister, had never met Dad at this time 
but she was a Bridgetown girl and these people were living up here in Gingin a long 
way away in those days. My Mum used to help Sheila - making food parcels and things 
for the troops and send them on, and Sheila and Mum would actually write Dad’s name 
on things but thought nothing of it.  Then, one time she was invited up there and, within 
no time at all, they were engaged and married. 

Doug Amazing isn’t it? 

Guy Yes. She hit it off with my grandfather straight away because, when she came to   
“Glencoe”, coming in from the east somebody had some - this is just an anecdotal thing 
- but someone had some sheep there with very bare faces. Their name has escaped 
me for the moment.3 

Guy Anyhow she wanted to know what they were. She thought they were goats so when 
she got there, she wanted to know whose the goats were.  So, that played right into his 
hand and gave him plenty of fuel to have a bit of a side-swipe at his neighbour.  So that 
was just a by the way.   

They were married in 1948. I’m the first of four children and I was born in ‘49.  
Apparently, the district kept count and she made it by about six weeks - just over nine 
months and six weeks. 

I was born just before mum’s 21st birthday, followed two years later by brother Ian 
Bateman, and two years later after that by Bruce Douglas, so, you can see the names 

 
3 They were border Leicester, 



 

 

 

picking through and five years later they were blessed by a daughter, Elizabeth, 
Elizabeth Anne. 

Doug So, they got the girl? 

Guy They got the girl. We couldn’t see a darn good thing about having a girl in the family.4 

Doug Well, that’s because you were boys. 

Guy Yes, but then, again, she was useful from time to time. 

Doug Oh dear. I bet. 

Guy No, she’s a nice person.  So, that is the very quick run down there.   

When Dad got married, he moved from “Glencoe” House and built what was called the 
New “Glencoe” House, which is about one mile south.  It was a distance to be far 
enough away to be sort of visually independent, but an easy trot just to get up there so 
that’s why that distance was picked. He hand-made all the bricks. You might remember 
those big solid bricks they used to use, that had the dimples on them, they’re still a fair 
few around? 

Doug Were they made out of clay? 

Guy No, no cement. Cement and sand. You see them around - around Doubleview I’ve 
seen  lots.   

Doug Yes, there’s a lot in Perth. They made them after the war. 

Guy They are about a 40  centimetres long with a dimple in them. 

Doug There were many, many, people did that. 

Guy That’s right. So, he made all those, hand-made them, and built this quite big house.  

He had a friend, his best friend, Roley Brine who was the son of W Brine from the 
architectural and building company still going in Perth. I think they were called W T 
Brine and Son who, just by the way, he bequeathed all the land to Hale School. The old 
man Brine - W ‘Billy’ Brine - and gave them all that land because he thought that might 
be an okay place to build a school. 

Doug That’s the new school? 

Guy That’s the new Hale School. But at the time it was worth probably a shilling an acre. 

Doug Well, it was sand-dune country wasn’t it? 

Guy Yes, it was just something like that. That’s just an aside there Doug. 

Doug They’ve got a beautiful campus there, haven’t they? 

Guy Oh, it’s beautiful. 

So that’s where we get to with mum and dad getting married and then the four of us 
children we lived at “Glencoe”. Dad and Murray were both the two sons who by 
succession obtained “Glencoe”. My grandfather moved away after the World War II - 
and we’ll get back to the World War in a moment - and bought “Beauly”. He bought that 
on the back of the very high wool price. It was a good time to move away and leave the 
boys there and they just paid my grandparents an amount per year, fairly informal.  
Eventually they would end up with it on his passing. 

Doug We talked about Hale School and you’d moved on. 

 
4 Said jokingly. 



 

 

 

Guy Right. My father and Murray. Murray married in time. My Uncle Murray is 16 years 
older than me. I’m just working it out. Murray was about 30 when he got married and he 
married Judith Scott, whose father was Senator Scott at the time down in Albany and 
moved up to “Glencoe”.  At that time, they split “Glencoe”. It was about 5,500 acres at 
that stage. They split it. Murray took the north half and Dad took the south half.  Murray 
called the north half “Chetwyn” and Dad maintained the “Glencoe” name.  
Subsequently, that’s all been bought back together under the Thompson ownership 
and it’s all back as one. So that’s about where we are with that Doug. 

Doug Just as a matter of interest, how large does a property need to be in this area to make 
it viable? 

Guy Depends very much what you’re running.  In today’s agriculture, you could have small 
properties because of the intense nature of vegetables and all the rest, but back in the 
‘40’s, ‘50’s and the ‘60’s there was no vegetable growing, so you’re probably looking at 
anything under about 3,000 acres you were battling because they were working just on 
grazing and a little bit of cash cropping. 

Doug So, what was that? Sheep? 

Guy Sheep and cattle. 

Guy The wheat varieties were wrong but they could grow oats and barley.  Our family grew 
field peas which were the first people to do that sort of thing. 

Doug They grew what? Sorry. 

Guy Field peas. And then there was a wheat variety called ‘Gamenya’ that came out 
sometime later on and it would grow in the softer areas. This area is called a soft sort 
of area because the rainfall was plentiful and it was a soft type of wheat, it wasn’t a 
hard wheat5. 

Doug Did any of them raise pigs? 

Guy Yes, there were some, but not in a highly formal sort of way. It was just ‘pigs on the 
side’ type of thing. In fact, I had pigs when I came back from school for a while. It was a 
few bob6 here and there and that sort of stuff. 

So, I guess we’re at about the stage Doug - that’s “Glencoe” and my father and mother 
on one side, Murray and his wife Judy on the other side - then they had children down 
the line and we could just go on and on and on as family trees grow. Staying in my side 
of the story, all the boys that’s Guy, Ian and Bruce, went to the Beermullah Primary 
School. A little school just in the northern half of Beermullah.  Nothing there now except 
an old Moreton Bay Fig tree. 

Doug I must go and have a look. 

Guy We had 13 children there some of the time, so we used to ride. Dad used to take us up 
through the property to the north of us owned by the Alp family, which was probably 
about a 2½ or 3-mile run - and to where we had bikes against an old Christmas tree. 
Just recently Diane and I saw that the Christmas tree is still there. Still there and they 
want to preserve it because they’ve actually planted some eucalypts within fairly close 
range of it for it to actually be able to latch on to as it is a parasite. 

Doug So, it’s a classic Christmas tree?7 

 
5 As in the northern wheatbelt.  
6 A few shillings which can be effectively interpreted as small sums of money. 



 

 

 

Guy Yes, it’s a beauty.  We propped our three bikes against it. It was probably nearly a 
metre across the base at that stage and it’s still just about that. It doesn’t look any 
better or worse. And we would ride to school. It felt like 5 miles but it was probably 2 
miles each way and that didn’t seem to be a big deal to us. We used to do all kinds of 
things on the way to school. 

Doug What did you used to ride? 

Guy Push bikes. 

Doug I ask that question because sometimes it would be a horse? 

Guy Some of the children the Joneses who came across from - where I mentioned Mrs 
Elsie Turner at The Trial or “Allambie” - they used to come by horse and the Harris’s 
used to come by horse from the further east area. 

Doug Right. So, Beermullah had up to 13 children. I presume then it was a one-teacher 
school? 

Guy It was a one-teacher school.  Sometimes it had all seven grades all taught in the one 
room. 

Doug What can you tell me about the school and the teacher? 

Guy The first teacher I had was a Mr Hugh McCloud - another Scottish name.  He had a 
little bit of land that he lived on quite close to the school, about two miles away and the 
second, when he left, the next teacher was a bloke called Alistair Hicks. He was very 
refreshing and whatever I was taught that was probably any really good was Alistair 
Hicks’s own work. 

Guy He, in fact, he married one of the relations of the Harris’s. I think he was staying over 
there.  

Guy I started in Beermullah School. I only went there for about six weeks of the first year 
because I was young and I guess the first one, so Mum home-schooled me just in an 
informal way. I just had to know what you had to know in a certain time and so I learnt 
to count and read basically and do that alphanumeric sort of stuff.  So, I did the whole 
seven years but the first year I wasn’t there some of the time. 

Doug So, you did most of your schooling at Beermullah then? 

Guy Yes, I did all my Primary School at Beermullah, as did my brother Ian and then Bruce  
was only there a couple of years before Beermullah was closed down and he went to 
Gingin, as did my sister later on because Beermullah was closed.  Schooling-wise I 
went on to and we all went through Swanleigh Hostel, which is near the old Midland 
Brick Works on the Jane Brook and under a pretty fearsome regime by a bloke called 
Angus Roy Peterkin. I’ll never forget him for quite a few reasons one way and another. 

Doug How do you spell his name? 

Guy Peterkin. He has a book called ‘The Noisy Mansion’. 

Doug I’ll look him up. 

Guy The Noisy Mansion. 

Doug He was fairly severe, was he? 

Guy He was a severe man, ex rugby player, bit of a bully. Don’t want to speak badly but he 

 
7 The Nuytsia Floribunda is commonly referred to as the Western Australian Christmas Tree because it produces 

a beautiful bright orange/yellow blossom at Christmas time. 



 

 

 

meted out corporal punishment generously. 

Doug They were men of their times weren’t they though? 

Guy Men of their times, yes. Many times, I saw boys beaten to bleeding from the back of the 
legs.  There was a lot of emotional pressure on kids in those days, like you never 
eyeballed the boss, never, never crossed his eyes. 

Doug Really? 

Guy No, because he’d pick you. And he had gout and when he had gout you definitely didn’t 
eyeball him. 

Doug You kept away? 

Guy You kept away because he was just cranky. 

Doug He was ‘like a bear with a sore foot’ was he? 

Guy His wife Mary, she was quite similar in a feminine way. She handled the girls because it 
was a co-ed hostel, well fenced and all that sort of thing, but one didn’t challenge the 
boundaries too much in those days.  

From there we did our schooling through Governor Stirling High School.  Quite a bit 
later on they used the Swanleigh kids - who were generally compliant all in uniform - 
they used those as a starting block to the new Hampton High School that started off in 
Morley. 

Doug Yes, I know it. 

Guy That was in Bruce’s time. Ian and I both went to Governor Stirling.  I only went to Year 
11. I wanted to go to Muresk and in those days I was in a hurry to get there and I was 
very, very fortunate we had a very good career advisory officer - whose name escapes 
me - in the school and I put to him, because I’d found out that Muresk were low on 
numbers and they were taking anyone in Year 11, at the end of Year 11, if they came 
up to a certain standard.  So, they designed a course. There were about six of us. We 
didn’t all go to Muresk, but we had other things to do - I was the only one to go to 
Muresk. 

Doug Now, Muresk is the Agricultural College?  

Guy  Near Northam, yes, and talked them  into designing a course, so that by the end of 
Year 11 we had Year 12 Physics, Chem, Tech Drawing, Accounting and sort of special 
subjects and so we did two years’ work in one but in lesser numbers of subjects. 

Doug But you got a good grounding? 

Guy I got a good grounding, but I don’t have a Leaving Certificate hanging on the wall, you 
know. I went to Muresk for two years and I was the second youngest there as you can 
imagine and I did pretty well there. Doesn’t mean to say I was any smarter. I might 
have just examined better than others. I’m not sure. 

Doug When you were at Muresk did you live in at Muresk? 

Guy Yes, it was a permanent boarding school in those days. It was the Ag Department in 
those days but just after we left it went across to the Institute of Technology at Curtin.  

The cycle was basically in classroom intensively for one week and then on-farm, 
manual skill building for the other week which suited us pretty fine. 

Doug So, that was a fortnightly cycle then? 

Guy That was. Yes, week in, week off which was good.  Most of the young men did pretty 



 

 

 

well there you know and we had a lot of sporting activity. It was always plenty of action 
there because the local Northam gentlemen used to dislike us. We weren’t very far 
from Northam, so the local lads of our age in Northam didn’t like us very much because 
we were the so called ‘college boys’ and we would make ourselves available to the 
young ladies. 

Doug Perish the thought Guy. 

Guy Which they thought they seemed to have an inside run on, so there was some fairly  
significant conflicts there from time to time  and not necessarily good hearted either. 

Doug Well Muresk of course is out of Northam isn’t it?  

Guy To the south of Northam. 

Doug So, you would have been a fairly select and tight group of outsiders really, wouldn’t 
you? 

Guy Exactly. Yes. We were alien but bonded. 

Guy And then after Muresk, I was just only just 18 and still without a car - just had a car 
license - I was  getting a  car. I came back to work at  “Glencoe” for I think a year and a 
half.  The deal was that I get $10 a week plus fuel for a car – a $200 car that Dad 
bought us.  I remember Dad only had one bank savings account and he cashed that in 
to buy the car, so that was the sort of the numbers and sort of the way it was in those 
days.  

I started running a few pigs. I got a small loan from Mum which I repaid in a year. 

Doug Was running the pigs your first enterprise then? 

Guy That was my first little enterprise on the side. I didn’t have to buy a lot of stuff - just 
scrape stuff off the farm that they didn’t notice or use, with their blessing. 

Doug With regard to the pigs did you rear them for bacon? What happened to them? 

Guy Pretty well. They were transacted through the Midland Sale Yards down there when I’d 
buy young pigs as slips and weaners and bring them up. Then I started breeding them 
and it was getting quite big. 

I was told by a few of the older people around the place when they came to “Glencoe” 
that by having pigs, that I’d absolutely ruin a very good property very quickly.8 

Doug Oh, I see.  

Guy They were being light hearted. 

Doug When you disposed of the pigs what happened to them? 

Guy I sold most of them. It was a couple of years later  that I was going to get on to it  when  
I got a job up in New Guinea and I got rid of most of the pigs and just left mum and dad 
a few there just for the household. When I was working at  “Glencoe”, I was allowed to 
go away. The arrangement was I could work away and earn more money.  Most of the 
time I could take up to two days a week off and because I had wool classing 
certification etc I used to go wool classing.  I had a crack at shearing.  I had been 
taught to shear, but I just didn’t have the back or the stamina to do it. I was not very 
good, as learners are not and I found it too hard and I found the wool classing a lot 
more up my sleeve.   

I did a bit of work for a friend at the time. Peter Barrett-Lennard, he was always good to 

 
8 Comment made jokingly. 



 

 

 

me the Barrett-Lennard family giving me as much work as I could get. Stuff like that.  
And then just as I was 20, there was a job up in New Guinea going with the Ag 
Department up there in a rural extension capacity. The arrangement was when you  
arrived up there you had to have a return ticket and if you didn’t pass the psyche test 
and the initial interview in Port Moresby, you were bundled on the plane and sent back.  
So, I went up there and passed the psyche test, which was a bit of an easy one in a 
way. There’s one thing that some of those old ex-patriates up there like is a bit of 
drinking and the first afternoon, they took me to the Konedobu Club for a bit of a 
welcome drink and I think at one stage I had about five Scotches lined up against me.  
These guys could drink like anything, I had to buy my way out. I couldn’t take it I was 
only 20 years old. 

Doug They’d had years of practice probably?  

Guy They always reckon they were good up to about 10 years, then after that they were just 
bitter and twisted and always drunk.  All very nice people, but they got into a pattern. 
These were the sedentary public servants. The field officers were a different type of 
person. 

Doug This was in New Guinea? 

Guy This was in New Guinea. Do you want me to expand upon that at all? 

Doug Yes, please. That’s interesting.  

Guy From Moresby I was sent across to the northern district between Popondetta and 
Kokoda, a little place called Ilimo. A most beautiful place, not very far from Olvey Ridge 
which has lots of significance with World War II. In fact, I’ve got a bayonet here that we 
found digging out a fish pond at Olvey Ridge. A 1907 bayonet used in World War I  
which is a longer bayonet than the World War II  pattern. 

Doug Yes, they were the sword bayonet, weren’t they? 

Guy The one I found has still got the wood on it and the leather scabbard because it was in 
mud. I was working next to this local guy and he held up this and said ‘Master me find 
him’.  I looked at it I said ‘how much?’ and he said ‘one dollar’, ‘done’.  So that was it.  

Anyhow I was there for a while and then got to know the people at Kokoda. I had a 
National Service commitment when I was sent up there and National Service quickly 
realised that I couldn’t perform any of the ongoing training up there, so they sent me to 
Lae and that’s where I was working in the Lae sub-district and up along the Markham 
River towards Kassam Pass and after about nine months there, I met this young lady 
Diane. We were getting along fine and we married, not a long time after we met 
probably within six or eight months, something like that.  Didn’t seem to be any reason 
to be hanging around, we thought, so we did. Diane was a Sister at the hospital.  They 
called them Sisters, they seem to be different to nurses these days. Always seems a 
shame. 

Doug Well, they had a lot of independence and responsibility didn’t they? 

Guy All strong, educated women. Diane was particularly good up there in tropical medicine. 
There’s a whole story you could tell there about some of the things she did. 

She moved out of the Sisters’ quarters after we were married, to a station just to the 
north of Lae called Situm where I had an outstation. She would drive into the hospital 
over this most shocking road. Of course, they called it gravel but it was just blue metal - 
maybe four inches thick blue metal.  We used to wear tyres out between three and six 
months - that was all you ever got out of a set of tyres.  She used to drive this road it 



 

 

 

was probably about 20 kilometres  each way. 

Doug Sounds like driving on a railway alignment? 

Guy Yes. She was good.  She had this old Falcon car and away she’d go.  One time she 
was late because there was a tree down across the road and I found out well before 
anyone because ‘the drum’ worked pretty quickly up there and the local people were all 
good people and were really nice. A little bit of trouble round the very fringes of the 
towns but I think that’s fairly constant in all societies.  The Melanesians if they get 
displaced away from their native tenure land and go into the town chasing the cash 
economy, they’ve got nothing to fall back on so then they get tempted into getting a bit 
of cash other ways. 

Doug I mean they’re literally marginalised, aren’t they? 

Guy Yes. It’s a shame.  But they were lovely out on the stations. We never had any defence 
troubles. We didn’t carry weapons, firearms, side arms. Nothing like that. They were 
very protective of us and eventually our son was on the way. He was born in a hospital 
called Modilon at Madang. The hospital Di worked at in Lae was called Angau Hospital. 
It’s still there, but changed a fair bit now and it’s nothing like it was.9   

We were moved to Madang and I was put in charge of the Ramu sub-district and Diane 
worked straight away. She got work immediately at the Madang Hospital.  I forget the 
name of that Madang Hospital.10  

Guy The Lae Hospital was called Angau Hospital which has a significance with the war.   

So, we lived in Madang.  The worst part of that job from my point of view was I had to 
fly everywhere. There were no roads in the Ramu sub-district that I was in charge of so 
I had to fly in light aircraft or walk. That was the only way. 

Doug Can I just recap? What sort of work were you doing? 

Guy It was rural extension, with livestock and farming. 

Doug So agricultural? 

Guy Agricultural, yes. 

Doug Okay, so you were working what as an advisor? 

Guy As an advisor - hands on.  Mind you, they taught me as much as I taught them, I think, 
quietly.  

Doug Hey, isn’t it always the case? 

Guy Things about cattle work. Up there we were introducing cattle so we had to manage the 
problems of a very nasty fly up there called ‘screw fly’ that will pick up on any blood 
trace whatsoever, just from a nick or from a calf birth or umbilical cord. 

Doug Okay so the screw fly’s a bit of a pest? 

Guy Screw fly was a pest. They would bury three inches in. And you’d have to sort of get a 
stick and gouge all the maggots out and put Lindane ointment, with Lindane which is 
an organophosphate type poison, in it. 

Doug Would they attack you as well? 

Guy No. Well I guess if you had a weeping wound, yes. I never heard of any adults but it 

 
9 Diane’s main task was ‘Intensive Care’ and ‘Accident and Emergency’ but CSD for a short time after they 

were married.   
10 The name is Modilon where Diane’s function was in ‘Accident and Indigenous Outpatient’. 



 

 

 

was mainly cattle. Then we had to educate them about worm control and just basic 
husbandry, but it had to be very hands-on up there because you had to basically  
check them daily but they treated them as pets. 

You get some interesting things happen there. In some areas there’s a fair bit of ‘cargo 
cultism’ in some areas and sorcerers. The sorcerers were always looking for an edge. 
They were usually quite intelligent people the sorcerers and they knew how to 
manipulate people and so, if I ever had any real trouble, I used to try and find out who 
the sorcerer was and see if I couldn’t get a bit of a conversation with him and give him 
a little bit of a heads-up on what we were going to talk about at the meeting. Then. 
miraculously he would come out of the side lines with great knowledge and advice and 
assist me to get to wherever we were trying to get with the education bit. 

Doug Well it’s called getting them on side isn’t it? 

Guy Getting them on side, yes. So, there was a lot. You could write a book. You could talk 
for hours and hours and hours on New Guinea. And getting back to Diane she had the 
young son Simon, our first-born, at Madang.  He was five or six weeks premature so 
she found that fairly challenging as a young lady. He should have been in a humidicrib 
but he wasn’t. But prior to the birth Diane worked up to only a couple of weeks before 
the birth at the hospital - sort of waddled around - and she did lots of things. Apart from 
her skill in tropical medicine she actually took over a situation they had there at one 
stage. There were quite a lot of infections in the hospital, so she took over the 
sterilising area and probably in about a month, she spun that whole place around. Even 
today she’s very meticulous about stuff  like that. 

Doug What year was this Guy? 

Guy I was there from ’70 to ’74, so we’re talking about ’73. We were in Madang at this stage 

Doug Fascinating by the sound of it.  

Guy Fascinating, but anyhow, in 1974 - there’s whole stories you could tell about various 
out-stations and things that happened - but suffice to say we left there in January 1974.  
Our contract times were up. We were offered new contracts but we decided with a 
young baby 10 weeks old it was time to come back and Gough Whitlam had just got in.  
I had to get my little political edge in here. 

Doug Yes. I came to Australia in 1971 so we can relate to this. 

Guy He had just got in and being, sort of from conservative sort of background, it just 
scared us and we thought we need to get back to Australia and just get ourselves set 
here because we’ve seen it happen before.  Be that true or not, that was our take on it 
at the time and also with a young child. He was doing okay but it was very hard up 
there but that wasn’t the primary reason we just thought it was a good time for our 
young family to come home.   

So, home we came.  Came back to Gingin. Stayed with my mum and dad for about two 
weeks and got a job at Corrigin, farm managing.  It wasn’t really a farm managing 
position, it was more just cropping and sheep work, working under a young man there, 
Eddy Abby. His father had only just passed away and he was probably struggling to 
manage.  

We were there with Eddy Abby and he was a fairly impatient sort of man, but a good 
farmer and I used to do the day shift and he would do the night shift - that suited us 
fine. We had an old house. It was cold and wet and when it rained it used to flood. It’d 
come right through the house and all these things and we were sleeping on the floor 
but Diane kept it all homely, but there was no real life for you. We realised that we 



 

 

 

would not be able to stay there for very long, but we did stay until he’d got his crop in, 
we said we’d be leaving, but we’d stay until all the crop is in, which we did.   

I came back and got a job near Gingin it was under Kaiser Aetna. They were on 
Cowalla Road. They owned about 25,000 acres and I got the job as the assistant 
manager there and I was up at Bidaminna. Ken Powell was my boss and he lived down 
at what they call Culcadarra which was the property on Gingin Brook Road. Then our 
second child Nicole, she was born while we were in Bidaminna. We were there for 
about probably two-and-a- bit years, two and a half years.   

One day I came out to go fishing with my youngest brother who was cray fishing out at 
Lancelin. It was a shocking day. Rough as you can absolutely imagine but I sort of 
enjoyed it. I thought ‘I may or may not be able to make a go of something like this’. But 
we just didn’t think any more than that and he rang up about a month later and said 
there was a cray boat on the market.  ‘Just buy it. Don’t even look at it. Just buy it’, 
which we came out and we did but it was a lot of money.  Had a cray boat, the licence, 
a house, and an old Land Rover and he wouldn’t split any of it off.  So, we went in there 
on a deal on an under 10% equity and slowly moved out to Lancelin. Took over on the 
1st - on April Fools’ Day 1977. 

Doug This is the big question. Why did you buy a cray boat? 

Guy Well we used to come out here as a family when we were very young, so we were 
familiar with the area.  Every year we used to come out here for three or four weeks, 
sometimes it’d be more if we were lucky, in the school holidays, and lived out in the 
south of Lancelin. There was an area there they used to call Green Valley and it was 
an old reserve. The military had control using this in World War II as a bombardment 
area - a strafing bombardment area on Lancelin Island for the aircraft. 

Doug Yes, they used it as a range, didn’t they? 

Guy Used as a naval gunnery range also as they still do today to the north of here. 11  

So, we were familiar with the area and we thought, well, we always had this attitude 
that if we went into any business, long as we didn’t hurt anyone else, we were the ones 
taking the risk. We would never dud anyone. So, we got our $7,000 together and took 
on a cray boat for $75,000 which was a lot of money at the time.  

Diane did a lot of the packing up.  I came out here to the house with no furniture in it 
and slept on the bare floor when I got in off the boat. Because I had to have a skipper, I 
didn’t have any sea time and I started with a guy called Gordon Nankerville who was a 
very good skipper, young and keen - he taught me a lot of things. And then we had a 
truck bring our stuff out and we just moved in here on to bare floor and very minimal 
furniture and all that sort of thing. But we were home and it was our home and Diane is 
a very good home builder, so she was pulling at least her share of the weight  because  
you were out fishing. You’re not home with the kids. And that’s pretty much the story of 
the early fishing life up here was if the partnership, wife whatever, wasn’t all on the 
same page it didn’t survive very long the partnership or the business. 

Doug So, you either had a strong partnership or you failed?  

Guy Exactly. Pretty much. 

Guy So, we’re friendly with the fishermen and community and friendly with police and some 
of the government workers, but they had a different side and it helps to keep a nice 
balance there and Diane worked as a Silver Chain Sister up here as well. 
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Doug So, she used her nursing skills? 

Guy Oh yes. She was the Silver Chain Sister and then later on, when it got a bit busier, she 
took a more a casual post there just filling in. I think it was called ‘permanent casual 
relief’, something like that. 

Guy Silver Chain were fairly loosely structured in those days, but the Silver Chain they were 
still called ‘Sister’ in those days. As I said before, it just seemed right but the typical sort 
of way of things was apart from cuts and abrasions, broken legs, the odd childbirth. 
Although they were an essential service, though weren’t they? 

Guy Yes. But one of the typical things and the predecessor - one of the predecessors 
before Diane, in fact Diane did this as well - the young blokes would come in and 
especially at the start of the season for a new crewman, their bodies hadn’t got used to 
the massive bacterial load and you get a thing called ‘cray poisoning’, which is a 
horrible sort of blood infection or a tissue infection in your hands and you need to sort 
of clean your hands in metho12 every day especially at the start of your career. 

Guy They would come in so they would treat them with antibiotics and then they’d give them 
a good B12 or whatever in the bum as well because they’re probably up the pub eating 
meat and drinking beer without vegetables. 

Doug And not having a balanced diet? 

Guy  As we would say poor diet balance requiring massive vitamin boosts.  

So, it was fairly hard at the start. After two years we were on the market. We were as 
broke as you could get, like down to $20, type of thing. We’d used up all our insurance 
policies and all this and went and saw the bank. We were with AFC. Weren’t in with a 
bank. Banks wouldn’t support the cray industry in those days, so we ended up with the  
Australian Finance Corp it was called. It was a lease arrangement. They had a hire 
purchase arrangement and it was savage. It was about 16% which was over double the 
normal rate.  We had to find $1,000 a month. 

Doug It’s the old story. They saw a high risk so they charge you a high interest rate? 

Guy Exactly, yes.  But we survived that. After a couple of years, we went down and saw the 
bank again who finally decided to take us on, but they didn’t take us on with the bank, 
he actually put a private investor across to us with suitable risk insurance for the 
investor. A lady, don’t think we ever met her. I don’t recall meeting her and the 
interesting thing was, the bank manager was the guy I’d gone to Governor Stirling with 
so network does work. He didn’t favour us, but I think he thought ‘well, we’re worth the 
risk’ and the insurance covered the risk for his own client. 

Doug Well he probably knew you well enough to take the risk? 

Guy That’s right. We weren’t super close friends, but we were in the same year at school. 
And then little bit longer, not very long after that, we sort of met with him again and he 
looked at our books and said ‘I’ll ring you’. And he rang the next day and he said ‘right, 
I’m going to loan you this much money, you’re going to build a new boat’, you’re going 
to do this, you’re going to do that. So, he backed us in heavily and things just started to 
move away quickly from there. 

Doug So, you got through that rough patch? 

Guy We got through that rough patch. Diane working at the Silver Chain was essential at 
that stage, because the money I made was sometimes good and sometimes we’d just 
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work all week for under $1,000 and then we had to pay the shares out of that to the 
guys. 

Guy If you’ve got $20 to buy a four-litre tin of paint then I had a paint party you know. It was 
just the most magnificent thing to paint your house.  Silly little things like that. 

Doug Yes, but you look back and laugh, don’t you? 

Guy You learn to value things. 

Guy Things started to move away. Then the price started to move, move up a little bit, and 
then we slowly consolidated.  If we did make $10,000 in one year, we would use that to 
either buy a little block of land etc. 

Doug So, I’m sitting at your window here looking out and I can see the surf on the reef. In 
fact, we can hear it. This recording will pick it up. It looks pretty fierce to me, is that a 
normal day? 

Guy No this is six-metre swell running at the moment. 

Doug It looks pretty big to me. 

Guy It’s big.  We did have the odd time when it would come up like that while we were out 
there and you would come home with it cautiously.  Like the boats you’re looking at 
today, as close to bomb proof as you can get for a boat, but the people are still the 
same human. They’re the ones that get knocked around. 

Doug How did you get through the reef? 

Guy There is a charted passage to the north of Lancelin Island which has suitable warnings 
on it about rough seas and swell danger and all the rest. More than that we used an 
informal passage called ‘The Hole in the Wall’ straight out in front of our house here. 
And there’s another little passage we call ‘The South Passage’ but they’re not serviced 
by lead lights. 

Doug Looking at that reef you can see why there’s so many wrecks along this coast. 

Guy Yes. I can just imagine how those ships must have been situated, square or sloop-
rigged whatever sort of rig they had. No reverse. 

Doug No. No brakes? 

Guy No brakes just an anchor.  If they got too close and the wind wasn’t favourable, all they 
could do was anchor down pretty much and just wait for a shift. Or if they were able to 
sail across the wind - they couldn’t sail up into the wind with any great efficiency - so 
that’s why those lookouts were essential. 

Doug Yes. Well I suppose the name of the game really is they had to see the reef, didn’t 
they? 

Guy They had to see the reef.  This is why the Abrolhos claimed so many. Like in 
Portuguese I’m told ‘Abrolhos’ means roughly something like ‘open your eyes’.  

Doug Really. Why was that? Couldn’t they see the reef? 

Guy No, because the land elevation in some places is less than a metre above sea level. I 
don’t think the Abrolhos Islands are any more than four metres above, something like 
that. Maybe a little bit more. I have not been there but I’ve seen lots of video and  
heard lots of stories. 

Doug From what history I’ve read the Dutch, particularly, used to sail across the Indian 
Ocean with the prevailing wind until they saw Australia and then they would turn north 



 

 

 

and go up to Batavia.   

Guy Correct. 

Doug If they weren’t careful, they didn’t see Australia in time? 

Guy Well, as you probably well know, latitude they had under control pretty well by the use 
of sextant.  Longitude was the main thing because they didn’t have suitable time pieces 
and there’s whole stories there that are told about Greenwich Meridian  etc. 

Doug In your time cray fishing did you have any scary moments? 

Guy Oh yes, many. 

Doug Many?  In what way? 

Guy Well when you first, start because you don’t know the ground very well, you tend to 
work the reef the most and, many days, we had every pot in the breakers and you’d 
have to get them out of the breakers and that sort of thing.  But just big seas, big 
waves, from time to time. The older boats were slower and they would broach, 
meaning they tried not to run straight with a big wave on your stern.  

Guy The more modern boats are very powerful now.  Our first boat was 30 feet long, it had 
140 horse-power.  The last boat was 55 feet and had 1,000 horse-power. 

Doug Big difference isn’t it? 

Guy Nearly every boat you look at here would have 600 and 1300 horse-power engines  
and they weigh 18 to 25 tons. Our first boat weighed three tons. So, you could see 
what we had to work with, but we still used to fish out over the shelf in these boats. 

Doug That surf looks very wild out there at the moment. Just round to the right there it’s really 
wild. 

Guy But it’s a good industry. It’s under quota now but it wasn’t under quota until roughly 
about six years ago, because there were certain things we were doing as an industry  
which was far too efficient at catching lobster. The nature of the input rules were not 
protecting the lobsters enough, because humans are very good at getting around 
things if they want to. Not in a devious way, but you just make the best you can of any 
situation and you’ll find the soft spots in the Regulations and quite legally pursue them 
until they get closed off - and so it  goes. 

Doug Right, so that’s cray fishing? 

Guy So that was 1977, we started and got off the boat - like being hands-on - I think it is 
round about 2012, so did it about 34 years, or something like that.  

Doug Do you still have an interest in cray fishing? 

Guy  We do, yes.  We’ve kept most of our licence and what is crudely called ‘pots’ and 
nowadays called units, but it’s still the same thing.  We sold the boat. It went down to 
Fremantle Sailing Club and they renamed it ‘Success’ and it’s got a retirement home 
down there - looks like a million dollars.  So, yes, we still have an interest and I’m still 
involved in the industry.   

We share fish our pots which is something unusual, because there’s not a lot of people 
share their pots as in share farming. Same sort of thing where two parties bring assets 
to an arrangement of some kind, be it farming land, lobster, fuel inputs and all this sort 
of thing. Most of them seek the comfort of ‘leasing’ which can be difficult to manage 
from an accounting point of view, because you’re not a primary producer any more, so 
you run the full force of the taxation law as unearned income and the lessor has to 



 

 

 

come up with certain amounts of money on certain days. Now, if the price is low you 
may well have to go to sea and catch ‘x’ tons of lobster at the low price just to satisfy 
the debt that’s imminent, whereas under ‘share fishing’ they may choose to avoid that 
low-price area. In other words, both parties are taking some risk but they share in the 
gains as well. 

Guy So that’s our involvement. We’re still involved in the industry and management pretty 
much. Just me being one of the old guys. It’s funny when you get to this age. When I 
first started, I was 27. First meeting I went to I didn’t know what, about much, in the 
lobster industry. I used to see these blokes of about my age now and I used to think to  
myself, just thinking quietly thinking ‘you old bugger, just sitting there doing that’.  Now, 
I just sort of smile to myself sometimes and they’ll say ‘oh go on, what do you think 
about this?’ I think ‘now, I’m the old bugger’. 

Doug Funny but you don’t feel like it though, do you? 

Guy No you don’t. 

Guy  I feel about 35.  

Doug  Funny. I have the same feeling. 

Guy  Only part of the brain the rest is not looking as young. 

Doug Alright, so clearly you live in Lancelin because we’re sitting here in your house looking 
at the ocean? Do you have any farming interests? 

Guy No, not now. We did have. We have owned a couple of little bits of land from time to 
time.  The recent one was a bit over 325 acres out on Cowalla Road, which is in the 
Gingin Shire, still. Nice property you know and we ran cattle and sheep. More cattle 
towards the end. We just ran it, just Diane and myself with a little bit of contract help 
with fencing and a couple of things like that, but all the management. In the earlier days 
especially, I’d be gone at three o’clock in the morning and not home till three in the 
afternoon so Diane, apart from things to do with the kids, would jump in the ute and 
she’d go out and do water runs and check stock and sort out what needs sorting out. 
Things like that. 

Doug Very versatile lady your wife, yes? 

Guy Well for better for worse isn’t it, Doug? 

Doug Well, yes indeed. Say no more. 

Guy I got the good deal I reckon. 

Doug Well, certainly having a good partner is very, very important.   

Now, so you no longer have an interest in farming as such? 

Guy That’s correct, yes.  

Doug So, you have an interest in the cray-fishing to some extent.  What other interests do 
you have in town? 

Guy In town my wife is on the committee and active with the CRC that you’re currently 
working with for this oral history.  I do work with the Volunteer Marine Sea Rescue 
Service now.  In the past I think at one stage, we had to pull back a little bit, we were 
on seven or eight committees at one stage. You know we just stretched ourselves too 
thin, because Diane was looking after the kids while I was the President of the Primary 
School for about eight years in a row at one stage. They were good formative years 
just in the school. We had a good Headmaster there at the time.  They’ve all been 



 

 

 

pretty good Headmasters, but Teachers are Teachers and the good Teachers don’t get 
paid enough. 

Doug Sounds like a realistic assessment. 

Guy Yes, but we’ve had we’ve had a good run for teachers here in Lancelin generally, you 
know. 

Guy I had played golf in the past until it just became too much and then clay target shooting  
and  pistol shooting at Gingin. You have to not just grow out of those things sometimes 
you’ve just got to let a few of those things go, you know. 

Doug Yes, I think as you grow older you realise you can’t do what you used to do? 

Guy That’s right yes. Well we think we can but we haven’t tested ourselves lately on some 
of these things. 

Doug Well I probably shouldn’t say this, but the CRC speak highly of you so you obviously 
help them quite a bit? 

Guy  They are kind words. Yes, I would try to help. The lady used to be at the CRC who is 
Sharon’s mother just by chance. Her husband lovely, lovely fellow - he passed away 
about a year and a half ago - he used to do a bit of stuff and I sort of got to know him a 
little bit and but I was …… anyhow, but sort of call it a legacy, but I just do it because 
CRC’s such a good thing for the town. 

Doug It seems like it’s a real hub? 

Guy That’s right.  There are a few detractors of course in small towns, sort of thing, but  
when you look at it, it handles a lot of the social welfare side of things - Medicare  plus 
things to do with unemployment, various assistance packages. Packages that 
Centrelink  provides and also - not so much now - but in the earlier days it used to be 
called a Tele Centre because there was very poor literacy of computer literacy in all 
these areas. Not just Perth but remote areas in particular and they certainly have 
played a big role in getting people up to speed. The first course Diane and I ever did 
was they used to call it a GUI course which is Graphic User Interface Course which 
was just absolutely basic like ‘this is a key board and we start from here’ sort of thing. 

Doug This is how you turn it on, yes. 

Guy That was done at the Tele Centre a long time ago and now we are pretty well across 
the accounting, MYOB, all that stuff. 

Doug They seem to have good computer facilities there though? 

Guy Yes, some people still use them. Not just visitors but some of the local people use it - 
some don’t want to learn themselves with a desktop.  

Now with modern telephones or mobile phones becoming more and more computer-
like, people are moving away from desktops a lot more now just using laptops, mobile 
phones and wireless. 

Doug How is the CRC funded? 

Guy I might not be highly accurate on this. Diane knows more about it, Sharon could 
certainly fill you in.  There is some grant money but that comes with conditions – and a 
lot of box ticking conditions - mainly to do around demonstrating just what are they 
really doing for the town and how can you demonstrate that. They have certain targets 
to be met in certain amounts of time and it is audited to achieve that. Going through a 
fairly hard time at the moment with a new government in and they’ve certainly 



 

 

 

withdrawn some of the enthusiasm for supporting these places.13 

Guy Social governments tend to centralise a little bit and the Regions find it harder going. 
That’s not trying to be highly political it’s just the way I see it. Under the alternative 
government that’s in Opposition now they tend to be a little bit softer on the Regional 
Areas.  And I don’t know which model actually is the best for the holistic outcome of 
Western Australia on the bottom financial line.  

Doug Yes, well, a community like this would rely greatly on its volunteers I would think 
wouldn’t it? 

Guy God yes. This town has got I think 700. I don’t know where they all hide but they reckon 
there are 700 who live here and we’ve got 143 volunteers so that’s getting up around 
roughly 20% and some of the volunteers are actually across two and three different 
services.  

Just getting back to the previous things. I drove the Ambulance for years but just 
couldn’t keep that up with the fishing. Sometimes we would get in at three o’clock in the 
afternoon and you get a call-out at ten o’clock at night and take someone down, get 
back at two o’clock and just brush your teeth and get on the boat and go to work.  That 
sort of thing used to happen many, many times.14 

Doug You were saying ‘take someone down’ you mean ‘down to Perth’? 

Guy Down to Perth. Yes.  

Doug So, you’re looking at an hour and a half drive down there and then back?  

How does a community like this cope with traffic accidents? 

Guy What from the emotional side or just physical? 

Doug Well, from the practical? 

Guy The physical side. We’ve got a very, very thorough Ambulance Service here, extremely 
so and also the Fire and Rescue side, because now a typical accident will be attended 
by Ambulance, Police, Fire and Rescue. Fire and Rescue sort of do all the safety  
thing and Police do the crowd controlling and all that legality, sort of stuff. 

Fire and Rescue actually cut people out and maintain the safety to allow the 
Ambulance people to get to it. Sometimes there’s been some massive accidents on 
this road but since it’s been cut down to 100 km/hour speed limit, I don’t think there’s 
been a fatal since. 

Doug That’s on the main road? 

Guy Yes, between say from Yanchep up to Lancelin. 

Guy North of Lancelin they are still on 110 km/hour for some reason. In this area here and 
you’ll see all the overtaking lanes that are springing up. 

Doug A lot of it I suspect - and you will have driven that road many times - but a lot of it I 
suspect is that people want to get to where they’re going as quickly as they can and it’s 
a little bit boring, I suppose, so possibly they don’t concentrate like they used to? 

Guy Yes, that’s probably the key to it. Impatience and lack of concentration. 

 
13 Apparently, the CRC earns a lot of income from its own endeavours. 
14 As well as being involved with the school and the Volunteer Ambulance Service Guy later advised that he had 

been President of the Professional Fisherman’s Association and the Ministerial Rock Lobster Advisory 

Committee and an inaugural member of the Western Rock Lobster Council. He also represented the local 

fishermen in order to get the new town jetty built in the 1980’s.  



 

 

 

Doug Well that’s true. 

Guy Because in the olden days you would drive down there, the road was narrower, no 
overtaking lanes, driving on cross-ply tyres not radials. Shows you how old I am. And 
you would drive 60 or 65 miles an hour and in parts when you’ll be tired. You had to 
make sure when you got in off the boat. if your wife couldn’t pick it up then you’d have 
to shoot down to Perth to get the parts and you’d have to make sure not to eat before 
you went otherwise you’d fall asleep on the way down. So tired, stay hungry sort of 
thing and no one had any accidents. The only accidents they ever used to have on this 
road up until about 1980, were after darts nights etc. That’s when alcohol used to be a 
factor in there.  There are more now due to much higher speeds. 

We’ve got new types of drugs. You know the various types of drugs not just alcohol? 

Doug The Amphetamines and that sort of thing? 

Guy Yes, just that whole range of things which are behaviour changing - impatience and 
very high-powered cars. I’m really pleased I didn’t have one of those when I was 17 
because I used to have enough trouble with a Volkswagen. Now they are driving 300 
and 400 horse-power utes. 

Doug Like my father, he would never let me have a motorbike. I know why now. I would have 
been too stupid, you know? 

Guy That’s right.  So, a lot of the trouble - we were only a trouble to ourselves but now a lot 
of young people they’ll take risk on behalf of others. There’s a lot of young people in 
our day when you were your own worst enemy, maybe, but you didn’t harm other 
peoples’ property and it was the old thing ‘if you can’t help don’t hurt him’ sort of thing, 
you know? It’s the old thing. 

Doug Yes, do no harm? 

Doug So do you have any other property in the town? 

Guy We have an industrial block which we own. It has got a big shed on it. We used to be 
very active around there with all the craypots. We still have a fair bit of stuff there and 
other people use it just informally. They have access to it just to put their stuff in there. 
No charge or anything like that. 

Doug Is there a ‘Men’s Shed’ in town? 

Guy Not as in ‘Men’s Shed’ by name but at the Wangaree Centre which is just next to the T-
road on the way into town on your left - as you approach town - they have a shed there 
and there is some activity that way. 

Doug Right, I’ve noticed it there. 

Guy I’ve been to an event there. One day they had the Men’s Health Group, the Wheatbelt 
Group, that even though the gentleman who did it - dynamic sort of speaker and things 
- they don’t muck around they use the ‘pit-stop’ type heading you know. Sort of 
‘checking the spark plugs’ and ‘your carburettor’. 

Doug  Related to the blokes? 

Guy For blokes who reckon - but then again people my age now go regularly to the doctor, 
and other times if you need to. 

Doug Well the smart ones do? 

Guy But when I was 30, Diane used to nag me until I went and it sometimes took a year to 
get me there because I was immortal and bomb proof in those days. 



 

 

 

Doug Well I was too. You weren’t alone you know? 

Guy By the time you’re 50, you tend to realise it’s not a practice run. 

Doug You go this way once? 

Guy That’s right, so now I mainly go to the doctor getting skin patched up because we didn’t 
have sun screen until I was about 50 and I probably didn’t use it until I was - probably 
sun screen came out when I was about 45 - probably didn’t use it till I was 50-odd. 

And peaked caps. Fishermen were famous for wearing peaked caps because floppy 
hats were an absolute pain on fly bridges. 

Doug Blow away I suppose? 

Guy Now, the modern cray boats not many of them have external fly bridges they have 
been fully built in with elevated wheel houses on them so they are fully protected from 
the elements now.  

Doug You wore a cap to stay on your head and obviously it didn’t shield you sufficiently did 
it? 

Guy That’s right, yes. It used to always be farmers and people driving with their arm out the 
window, used to be their right arm was always burnt worse, but fishermen were quite  
burned on the left because they’re on the port side - left hand side, port side.  

Doug And the nose and the ears I suppose? 

Guy Nose and ears  were quite vulnerable.  And, when we first had radar, we used to use 
black and white radar scopes so we used to get radiation burns on your face. I’m still 
getting some of it - getting radar burn. For some reason it doesn’t seem to get your 
eyes so much, but a ring across your face where the scope went just below your nose 
or just around your nose and cheeks. 

Doug So, the radiation affected you? 

Guy Yes, the radiation from the screen because you’d spend hours with your head in the 
scope only 100 mm off a screen. It was just glaring electrons at you. 

Doug Ultra violet, that sort of thing? 

Guy Yes, and I’m not dead sure what the radiation was.  

Doug So, it didn’t affect the eyes then? 

Guy For some reason. I’m talking about skin specialists and he said for some reason the 
eyes didn’t seem to get as damaged, it’s mainly skin, superficial burning and that’s just 
the way it is. 

Doug We all have the bits fraying off us, don’t we? 

Guy We’ve all been exposed to asbestos in the marine industry in the old days when we’d 
be covered in this stuff and it takes its toll on the odd person. 

Doug It does, yes. 

Guy And it was not worth worrying about just accepted. 

Doug No, but you have to face reality, don’t you? 

Guy That’s right. 

Doug So what about people that have been significant in your life? 

Guy Well my grandparents were very significant because we used to only go to Perth once 



 

 

 

a year, maybe twice as children. And this was during the polio epidemic also, so most 
children - country kids in particular I think, were not taken to Perth unnecessarily in 
those days, so my grandparents used to stay there a fair bit and that was at a property 
called “Beauly”. My Grandmother and Grandfather, so obviously they were very 
significant in my life.  

My Mum and Dad of course.  Mum’s still going. She’s a smart lady you know. If you 
want to have a debate about something you want to pick your subject pretty well if you 
wanted to have a different side to the debate. She’s pretty astute and dad was just a 
lovely, lovely caring sort of man. Obviously, the best thing that happened to me was my 
wife. Children have always been good. They’ve done very well. Simon15 is Headmaster 
of a co-ed boarding school in Queensland now, starting his Doctorate very soon so  we 
are very proud of the way he’s gone.   

Our daughter, she’s a Senior Teacher in the northern suburbs in the K to 4 area.  She 
has two children doing very well.  She seems to be just ticking over, 40 years of age 
now so that’s a bit scary.16 

I’ve had various friends that have been significant but from a business point of view our 
accountant Colin Cooke’s been highly significant giving us incredibly good quality 
holistic advice and management. And the other good person you’ve got to have in 
business - you’ve got to be good friends with your Bank Manager. We had two 
absolutely exceptional Bank Managers and even our current one now - we’re not highly 
active in any business where you have to meet with the bank every three months type 
thing these days - but he feels very good. But the previous couple we had before that in 
our formative years were very, very good. 

Doug That’s absolutely crucial isn’t it? 

Guy It’s crucial. 

Doug You hear a lot said about banks that’s negative, but you have to wonder you know in 
remote communities like this, for argument’s sake, they’re an important part of your life, 
aren’t they? 

Guy Very much.  You don’t have to be overly smart in yourself, but you just have to be a 
good communicator. If things are getting tight, the first person who should know about 
it is probably your bank manager and give him a heads up on it. He doesn’t want to be 
foreclosing on an asset and all this sort of thing. He likes to have a good vibrant book 
there that’s doing well for the bank. It reflects well on him and all that sort of thing. 

Guy There have been some people in the district - Bill de Burgh who’s now passed on, he’s 
the author of many books, Neergabby I think was his first. He had a bit of an impact on  
me. I remember a long time ago, when I was working for the Americans, they had a 
drought up in the northern wheat-belt and the bosses of the group that I was managing 
for decided they would just get a lot of sheep down, but we didn’t have anywhere really 
to run them. We had a lot of bush and I didn’t know a lot about that bush out on this 
coast area at the time, because I was sort of more over in Beermullah. So, I asked Bill 
de Burgh about just how many sheep you can run in about 8,000 acres and he said ‘I 
just want you to go and just pick as many of the little bits of bush you can find around 
there and you bring it to me’.  So, he said ‘right, if that’s how much of this and that, right 
those bushes are all good, that one’s no good, I reckon you could run 3,000 sheep  on 
it for two months.   

 
15 Simon married Natalie. 
16 Nicole married Paul. 



 

 

 

Guy So, I think we bought 2,000 sheep down from Yalgoo and the deal was at the end of it, 
they would draft them back up on to the truck and every second one stayed on the 
property. I think they only lost about 150 sheep out of 2,000 and they were in pretty 
good nick when we left them.  Bill was a very wise man knew how to manage. 

Guy If you don’t know you are in trouble. 

Doug I know of him, but I never met him of course.  

Guy You don’t want to be scared to ask even though males don’t ask a lot especially 
directions. 

Doug With regards to the land and sheep was the soil here mineral deficient? 

Guy Extremely so. 

Doug In what way? 

Guy It was deficient in nearly all the trace elements.  It had some natural potash, 
phosphates were low.  Nitrogen was present in the low hollows with the organic matter.  
Some of the early work was done out here with wheat crops failing, getting ‘white 
heads’ on it and all you had to do was to spray I think from memory was two or three 
ounces per acre of copper sulphate on to your crop and it just responded to  produce  
good yields. 

Guy Early work was done at “Glencoe”. My Grandfather was particularly into this sort of 
thing with Dr Bennett. I think he worked with Bill de Burgh a fair bit too with lupins and 
had a disease here called ‘Lupinosis’ which essentially concentrated the copper into a 
toxic concentration in the livers of animals. You can still get it. It’s a fungus that grows 
on the lupins. 

But I remember trials done at “Glencoe” when I was younger with various trace 
elements and the Ag Department.  I did refer to a place where Dad did his early 
schooling with Mrs Elsie Turner called ‘The Trial’ now, which was “Allambie” - and I 
hope you can get in contact with Max Turner later on in all your interviews - but it was 
called ‘The Trial’ because that’s where they actually ran trials. It wasn’t really the name 
of the property but everyone in the district if you say ‘oh we’re going to ‘The Trial’ they’ll 
know exactly where it is. It’s not the name of the property at all. 

Doug They just knew it? 

Guy Just knew it! So yes, typical and I think quite similar they learnt a lot in South Australia 
about mineral deficiencies. Some of the families had what they called ‘coast run’ which 
they used to winter their stock out here. The other one of the other trace elements 
essential is Cobalt missing so what they would do as Cobalt is quite plentiful in around 
Gingin in the low hollows, so they would actually get blocks of clay and just put it in a 
horse and cart and as the water went into the troughs out here they would have these 
blocks of this clay and the water would go across it and, slowly, the water would  
become turbid with the mud in suspension and it would pick up the Cobalt that way. I 
think they didn’t know why that was happening initially, but they then found, quite often, 
these things were just by observation. 

Doug I’ve come across the use of licks for cattle.  Was that a salt type lick? 

Guy Yes. Well we used to do that often mixed half with a bag of salt then Copper and 
Cobalt added.  

Guy They would lick it? 

Guy And the cattle would lick it and unknowingly take up the minerals. How much you put in 



 

 

 

was, well it was with the Australian thing. If one was good for you but two is probably 
better, so they tended to be fairly heavy-handed.  I remember dad tipping Cobalt into 
water tanks, not the household one that I know of, but all the stock water tanks and 
even Copper Sulphate. You had to be a bit cautious with that because of the effect it 
had on the pipes, I can remember that. 

Doug So, you had Copper and Cobalt?  

Guy Later on, Selenium was found to be quite deficient and that was usually handled either 
through fertiliser but more particularly with oral drenching. 

Doug Okay, and what about Zinc and that sort of thing: was that an issue? 

Guy Zinc is low.  A standard fertiliser would still be the same on new country now was super 
- that’s ‘superphosphate’ super with Copper, Zinc and Molybdenum  added.  

As in trace elements, if any one of those is missing it becomes the limiting factor and 
you can put any amount of the others on but until the limiting factor is met you won’t get 
the result. But nowadays you get soil analysis and get right across it. 

Doug This is a very ancient landscape here isn’t it? 

Guy Yes. 

Doug And, I mean, the soil which is primarily sand in my experience anyway is very old and 
very leached isn’t it? 

Guy Very, pretty much, Australia is that way. There’s interesting soil around Gingin though  
because they have got some red soil there. I note on studies back at Muresk a long 
time ago actually called Terra Rosa, like ‘red earth’ and there’s diatomaceous deposits  
with Titanium, Vanadium and there’s Bauxite further over towards Bindoon.  There’s 
even known deposits of Iron.  On “Glencoe” we had some deposits of Iron and the 
stone there was that much iron up on the Mungala Brook area I remember when we 
first started welding, I grabbed one of these I was starting you could actually weld a 
‘bead’ on the stone. 

Doug Really? 

Guy But not commercial quantities.  

Doug No? 

Guy Thank God. It would be a shame just to have an open pit through all that beautiful  
farming land. 

Doug You wouldn’t need that would you? 

Guy No, no. 

Doug So, the predominant industry in this area now is - obviously there’s some cray fishing 
and the agricultural industry - is what primarily?  

Guy Fat lamb production and grain crops grow out here.  A lot of vegetables - and big-time 
vegetable farming under big centre-pivot irrigators the Tana Group amongst others up 
in Lancelin North. Just up into it though further back down towards Guilderton on your 
right-hand side I think they call it Sun City Farms. 

Doug Yes, I’ve seen it. 

Guy A couple of fine-looking carrots, pictures of carrots, there on the gate. 

Doug Yes. You talk about irrigation where do they get the water? 

Guy You’ve got a surface aquifer here, but the Leederville which is the next one down.  



 

 

 

Between each aquifer you have an impervious sort of membrane or amount of dirt and 
then there’s another aquifer under that called the Yarragadee. 

Guy When we were farming, we were allowed into the surface aquifer only and quite often 
they’d drill to the bottom of the surface aquifer and actually start to get into the 
impervious area before the Leederville. Then they knew they were at the bottom of it 
then they would actually withdraw and put cement into that to make sure you didn’t get 
any infusion from the lower aquifer. 

Doug Is that fresh water? 

Guy It’s drinkable. It is potable water. A lot of it is carrying a lot of sulphur. Some areas are 
very salty. There are some areas half way between here and Gingin, where there’s 
quite a lot of salt. It’s on a fault.  There’s a fault-line, you might have noticed it, it sort of 
runs from say Military Road area all the way up and comes out at Cockleshell Gully at 
Jurien. 

Doug Okay. No, I haven’t noticed but I will look. 

Guy It’s just a little seam and sometimes it’s got water in it.  It quite often got a eucalypt 
called ‘Red Heart’ on it. And there is a definite fault there, one side might be salt and 
the other one’s not. 

Doug So, what’s the predominant vegetation around here then? 

Guy Various coastal sorts of heaths.  Quite often like the Banksia species.  There’s another 
one they call Parrot Bush, some of the Beaufortia type species - the small leafed 
plants.  Some of the Acacias  and Eucalypts. 

Doug Yes, so generally it survives on poor soil in other words? 

Guy Oh yes, it’s very good at it but even in these last five or six dry years some of it’s failed. 

Doug Has it really? 

Guy Which would probably the first time in a century or so but I’m sure it’s happened before. 

Doug I spent four years in the Goldfields based in Kalgoorlie and spent a lot of time in 
Esperance and I noticed they had large Banksia areas down there which is 
characteristic. 

Guy Oh, beautiful. There’s some banksias here what we call ‘Ground Banksias. They only 
grow 300 to 400 millimetres high. There are all kinds.  Lot of orchids. All through this 
country various land orchids and Tuart trees in the hollow. Seed would be carried there 
often in by birds and the hollows actually are quite fertile. The soil is very black some of 
it because years ago people used to go there with their trailers grab it and put it in their 
veggie garden. It grows incredible veggies. It was just the humus - the organic material  
in it. 

Doug More like a peat than anything? 

Guy Of course, between here and the other side of Gingin, it’s just all old sand-dune 
formation and from an uplift that occurred. 

Doug We were talking a little while ago about the people that have been significant in your 
life and you mentioned your parents and your grandparents and school teachers.  
Anyone else? 

Guy They are the ones that really leap out at me.  We had friends come and go. When 
you’re mixed up with school kids in particular, there’s a very big common link there and 
when it came to the boarding schooling time, secondary school, we chose to go 



 

 

 

through the private school system.  The other option is to get a house in Perth or some 
arrangement in Perth which is pretty hard.   

You give up a bit by schooling the kids that way.  The guardianship side you lose a little 
bit but they actually did pick up some other things there. So, we’re not sorry we did it 
but I don’t know if we’d do it again that way, but we’ll never know that one.   

A lot of our friends were there and then they moved away. The industry actually, as it’s 
changed, we came here there were just under 600 boats in the industry and we are 
now down to about 240, so a lot of those people are just out of the industry now and 
they tend grow away from you.  

I’m quite typical of a lot of males. I never put a lot of work into maintaining old 
friendships so much. Women are better at that than men in my experience but we still 
have a small group of what we call friends you can just ring up and say ‘g’day’ and that 
sort of thing. 

Doug You haven’t mentioned religion or the church. Is that active in town? 

Guy Yes. In a physical sense I guess the Catholic Church is more visible.  They’ve just built  
a new church which has been built in about the last three years here.  The previous 
one was just condemned eventually. It’s just on Gingin Road in the centre of town 
there. I think it has services every so often, certainly every month or maybe a little bit 
more than that.  

The Anglicans have a service in the Shire Hall which is a little bit strange in a way 
because the old Catholic Church allowed the Anglicans to use that, so I don’t know 
what the real reason is for all that.  I don’t think there’s any ill will. 

Doug Not these days. 

Guy No, they’re pretty good in our experience. We’ve just gone through the last of the 
grandchildren being baptised. When my wife and I were young and probably yourself,if 
you weren’t confirmed you couldn’t take Communion but they give Communion to 
anyone nowadays.  They are just really pleased to see someone there with the right 
attitude you know.  

Things have certainly changed a bit. We used to have a lot of Italians living up here 
when we used to have the so called ‘Ding Camp’ which is a bit harsh because some of 
them were Portuguese and a few Spanish amongst them, but it was called ‘the Ding 
Camp’. 

Doug Very Australian? 

Guy Well you had to fit a box somewhere. 

Doug Well you did, yes.  

Guy They were a pretty God-fearing type of people. Some of the boats, or a lot of the boats, 
would go to the Blessing of the Fleet in Fremantle at the start of the season.  They had 
various superstitions, some of them wouldn’t take fuel on Friday, they would carry 
various crosses and ornaments in the wheel-houses and a picture of the Madonna was 
quite common there. 

Doug Enjoying life? 

Guy Enjoying life yes, but they carried the normal adornment. 

Doug Yes, so I mean fishing and the Italian community tend to go together and I suppose 
Portuguese as well? 



 

 

 

Doug What about a Scout Group? Was there Scouting up here? 

Guy There was. There was, like Cubs were here, and a Junior Scouting group.  We were a 
bit involved there for I think probably for about two years or something like that.  It 
tended  to rely on othesr because people like ourselves just couldn’t put the amount of 
time in to become a Leader and to keep it going and it fell on the Headmaster often. 
And one of them was keen for that and they were quite an active little group. And 
Guides also. There was a lady here she wasn’t a teacher she was a …… Dawn 
Chapman was doing it at one stage. They had a good message there for the kids  and  
they did learn a bit. It wasn’t school, and it wasn’t parents, it was just a different way. 

Doug Something a bit different? 

Guy Generally moral-type pursuits. 

Guy It was interesting. Funny things happen in Scout Groups, Once, this teacher was the 
Scout Leader, Mr Vermey, he’d done a lot of work up with Aboriginal people so he was 
always bringing something. And he brought in this blue-tongue lizard, bobtail lizard, 
one day and this little kid - one of these cheeky little kids - he respectfully said ‘do they 
bite?’ ‘No, no they don’t hurt at all’.  So, he said ‘go on put your thumb in its mouth’ and 
he just put his thumb in its mouth and it clamped on his thumb. We had to wrestle - I 
think it just about broke its jaws – getting off this thing.  So, the kids went like I guess 
crazy. 

Doug They would have loved it. 

Guy Oh, it was a fine meeting. But you do get light moments sometimes. 

Doug Oh yes, I know you do. 

Guy And typical kids they’ll look for anything. It doesn’t take much to give them a bit of 
oxygen to get cracking. 

Doug No. They soon give their Leaders and other kids a name don’t they as well? 

Guy Oh yes.  Well typical Australian town humour. A lot of people got them but some people 
don’t have nicknames  .  

Guy I never had a nickname not like that, all the way through school, just didn’t seem to 
lean that way and some people basically make up their own and tell them that’s their 
nickname so half the town is known by something quite different other than their real 
name. 

Doug Well I’ve come across that so many times, yes.  Were there any other community 
groups? 

Guy There was a Progress Association representing the town.  Quite a, not disorganised 
town but a town that’s not scared to - if you can’t get your own way - to form a splinter 
group. And that tends to work against the general push for the town as a whole. It’s 
getting better. It’s getting better over time but we’ve been here since ’77 so we’re 40 
years resident. It’s a fair while. 

Doug But you’re probably still ‘blow-ins’ though are you? 

Guy They used to say, if your grandfather wasn’t spawned on the beach, you’re probably 
not local - something of that nature - but I don’t know. We’re considered local but I think 
in any good town 15 years is alright. 

Doug Well to be fair, you need that period of time to get to know the place, don’t you? 

Guy Yes and as you get older you just see younger people, or not just younger new people, 



 

 

 

come in and within two years, they’re laying down the law about what should and 
shouldn’t happen, especially to do with environmental things. We’ve got a lot of that 
going on at the moment with the erosion on the coast which is a West Australian whole  
coastline problem. There’s lots of things that should and shouldn’t be said maybe but I 
think the right outcome will prevail just regardless of how hard people are on 
themselves and how you’re going to get there you know. The Shire actually really gets 
its share, but up until probably 10 years ago, this town and the coastal area was 
considered a bit like the north top paddock. It didn’t get a lot of attention from Gingin so 
some town people are still a little bit anti-Gingin and bureaucracy in short, but it’s 
getting better and better. 

Doug I get the impression that the Gingin Shire which is, as we know, based in Gingin, is 
very mindful of Lancelin and they particularly want to get the oral history project going 
here too you know.  There is  a lot of history isn’t there in a town like Lancelin? 

Guy Like when we talk of the Shires - of course they weren’t called Shires originally - and 
Bill de Burgh and my grandfather AB Edgar amongst others and Fred Wedge. I think 
he was a Rhodes Scholar also. And Prescott Harper, they were on the original Roads 
Boards and they were formed  as roads were established which formed that vital 
communication which we talked very briefly about and very rudimentary telephone lines 
as well. We’ve got some very old roads in this area. On the Cowalla Road there’s an 
area there that they started by just filling in the wheel tracks with rocks and that was 
done by Daniel King amongst others. That was in the Depression times, it was sort of 
like the old ‘RED Scheme’ the, you know, sort of ‘Work for the Dole’ type thing. They 
had special funds for trying to keep the people employed.  

And then they realised that with varying width carts the tracks weren’t really doing the 
job and they were getting all cut up because not everyone could stick to it.  So, it was  
built like a paved road and there’s probably about a kilometre of it there. It’s all edged 
properly the whole thing and it looks good.  People always thought it was convict labour 
but some was with some prison people but it’s really quite unique.  It has been actually 
due to Jo Ottoway and others. Jo Ottoway who is the daughter of Bill de Burgh they’ve 
actually, with the Shire’s help, I think they’ve actually had it excised off and interpreted 
and that’ll be part of a track to become which was the old coastal track for cattle 
delivery up north to Murchison. Needless to say, I think that’s as far as they went. 

Doug Did they have any trails for droving animals through here? 

Guy Oh yes. Yes, I think it started - Jo Ottoway knows way more than I about this - but 
certainly around Quinns Rock - there were areas there also that was for horses down 
there as well for the war for the ‘Light Horse’ people. But there’s a whole another story 
there, but then they drove through here. Near a place called Neergabby there’s a 
bridge. The Stock Route they had another holding area near Cowalla Bridge 
somewhere. I don’t know where it went to from there might have gone up to Walkaway 
or somewhere like that or up into the Lower Murchison. 

Doug They were very long Stock Routes, weren’t they? 

Guy They were very long but that’s just how cattle were moved around. 

Guy There’s a whole area here that we’ve sort of skipped over now I’m just thinking about. It 
was the clearing of this land back when my dad was about 20, so that’s in about 1940.  
He would be about 22 or 23 when he came back from the war because my dad was in 
the war but didn’t leave Australia. He worked on crash boats fuelling Catalinas and 
maintaining the off-shore islands.  He was always a bit  disappointed they were never 
recognised those soldiers there, yet they did see action. They had strafings and all 



 

 

 

these things up around Darwin and things like that. 

Guy He wasn’t one to put his hand up for medals and things. He never became involved 
and he never said much about it.  I learned more from him in the last five years of dad’s 
life than I heard in the previous 50 years you know.   

But the clearing, why I mention that is that they used tanks. 

Doug Yes, I heard this. What sort of tanks did they use? 

Guy There were General Grants. Edgars had General Grant tanks and the de Burghs had 
Valentine, probably because that’s what was available at the time. I think they all had 
radial motors, air-cooled motors, the Grants did and I think the Valentines did.  They 
leave the turrets on, but they were decommissioned in terms of the gunnery when you 
got them. But they were big, heavy, you know, 25-ton type machines. Drank petrol like 
a rollicking sailor drinks grog. Dad picked up our tank when he was about 23 from up 
near New Norcia somewhere. The other side of New Norcia that’s right and he drove it 
into my Uncle Doug who, I’ve mentioned before, was looking after and was managing 
New Norcia Glentromie. Uncle Doug would have a go at anything and he wanted to 
have a drive in this tank. He’d never driven one before. Never driven a Caterpillar  
tractor or anything, so Dad said ‘well, this is what you do for this and that’ and he went 
roaring around the yard in it and he hit the veranda post and pulled the veranda down 
on the homestead - all the corner of the veranda - so he slipped out of there and Dad 
drove  after that. 

Doug I think the way they used to steer the thing, they used to slow one track and speed 
another one up and swivel, didn’t they? 

Guy Yes, I think so. A bit like the early Caterpillar, they used to actually fully clutch one track 
which, when you’re going down-hill - and the reverse steering - because then that track 
would run away instead of getting left behind. Modern tractors actually over-drive the 
outside track so you’ve got power going into both tracks. And he had this Mr Harry 
Houghton - who’s name pops up again - he came across with my Dad and led the 
horses back because they rode across to get the tank. He went ahead just to warn 
people about this tank, because they’re very loud noisy and the steering’s  erratic. So, 
he led all the way back to Gingin, found a place to cross the Gingin Brook and took it 
into “Glencoe” and then they set it up with a push bar on it. 

Doug Excuse me a moment.  You say a ‘push bar’. Was that used to push over trees? 

Guy Yes, like a bulldozer type of arrangement. They would pull a roller behind it. But there 
were stories there. Like beehives. The air-cooled motors actually pulled air through the 
turret and expelled it out the back of the motor so if you ran into a beehive it sucked all 
the bees into the turret who were fairly unimpressed. 

Doug So, he had a busy time? 

Guy And he used to laugh about it. The other thing was that  they were actually investigated 
by the Tax Department after they had this tank because of the massive volume of 
petrol. They wanted to know where all this petrol was disappearing to. So that was just 
a couple of small asides there. 

Doug I know from my work with other areas that they used to use a couple of tanks and drag 
a chain between them. Was that done here? 

Guy Yes. I don’t know about with tanks.  We used to do that with wheel tractors when I was 
young and it had to be fairly well synchronised because you could put the  other tractor  
in peril by being careless.   



 

 

 

I think a lot of it was done with the tanks, either pushing down directly or pulling a roller 
behind which was off-set made with big logs and a great big roller with angle irons 
welded on to it or bolted on, because welders weren’t that common around.  I know the 
first welder we had at “Glencoe” we started with a Lancaster generator that was army 
surplus because they were I think about 40 volts or 60 volts. It was probably only 500 
ml long and about 300 ml we used to drive it with a PTO17. Just all homemade stuff and 
when you needed more power you just lifted your revs and when you needed less you 
backed your revs off. 

All our old stockyards and all that stuff was done with stick rods that is. So that’s how 
we learnt to weld there and we used oxyacetylene of course. Acetylene generators. 
That was my job when I was very young, standing there with a water bag because the 
generators used to leak a little bit of acetylene. Dad would be welding away and you’d 
get a spark fly and the whole acetylene generator which was using calcium carbide 
would catch fire and you’d have to put this fire out and your Dad was welding.  I was 
the fire department. 

Doug When they cleared the land how did they dispose of the stuff that they cleared then? 

Guy It would dry. Just soon as it died off enough, they would fire it. 

Doug They’d burn it? 

Guy Burn it, yes. Then they would start ploughing because the stump-jump plough  could be 
used. ‘Stump-jump’ meaning that the discs could get away from the immovable object  
and lift over it  without wrecking the plough too much. 

Guy When they first started the stump-jumps, they’d pull only about three or four discs then  
they have to use up to eight horses in a team so my Grandad used to tell me. He said it 
took a fairly experienced hand to handle eight horses who didn’t always like each other 
a lot, so you had to have them traced up in a certain social pattern - of course, there 
was the go-getters and then there was the heavy-haulers - and balance your load. This 
type of thing.   

And then a lot of country was cleared with superphosphate by just sneaking it in around 
the banksia areas to kill it off because it was sensitive to phosphate. 

Doug It would poison them in other words? 

Guy They died a natural death you might say, yes. Poisoned. It was a cheap way to clear.  
So, a lot of the country actually didn’t ever have a plough put into it. They just ran stock 
straight in under it and then you would just get seed in around it. 

Doug So, they’d kill off the banksia or whatever with superphosphate and burn it and then the 
land was left to pasture? 

Guy Yes. That’s right. And it was a slow process. That’s where the WA sand-plain lupins 
came into their own. They were fairly easy to establish and they were a very good 
source of food and concentrated minerals. 

Doug Were there Aboriginal people in the area? 

Guy Yes. I believe so. Just what I’ve read and been told there were pretty much up the 
water course running up the Mungla Brook and the Gingin Brook and up to the Moore 
River. Obviously, they’d stay near water and apparently quite a big area but it was  
decimated   after the First Fleet  when disease   started to spread  throughout   the 
community. That was the result of the First Fleet and the colonisation  when   they 
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bought in these famous diseases like measles and chicken pox. 

Doug They had no resistance to it did they? 

Guy Apparently, it was just devastating and it was considered, my Grandad used to say, it 
was sort of considered like a place which was no good you know. 

I don’t know if it was under the Noongar over-arching family tribal area. I’m not dead 
sure about that because we never found direct evidence. There’s been digs done here.  
A relative of ours, a daughter of the Ian Edgar I mentioned right at the star, Robin 
Edgar who married one of the Roes, who are very prominent in the district also. 
Hopefully you get to speak to David or his father in this oral history.  She did a dig out 
in the Cowalla Road area there and it was in those days it was 10 feet by 10 feet by 10 
feet which is a lot of dirt. The way they dig they only dig about a kilogram of dirt at a 
time and they analyse that. 

Doug Right, and they sieve it and everything? 

Guy They found flints and bones and lots of things in here. Even on our farm, we found little 
bits of stone and things that weren’t from here they were - we used to call it Toodyay-
stone - it was from that type of area - they would bring it back as a mortar and pestle 
for grinding wattle seeds. 

Doug Flints for tools and things like that? 

Guy Yes, maybe flints too but these were grinding stones. You could actually see they’d 
been worn into a dish you know. 

Guy And this coastal wattle, you know the black seeds got a little red piece on it? They  
would just take the red off it and grind it up for flour. 

Doug Was there any evidence of people living off fishing and this sort of thing in the ancient 
times? 

Guy I’ve not seen it, but there are apparently a couple of midden areas around here which 
are just a dumping area. 

Doug Shellfish? Shells that sort of thing? 

Guy Shellfish things, you know. But this reef is not really a good reef for fossicking on. 
When you get up around Dongara, they have some shallower reef areas that they can 
get on to but not here. 

Doug I suppose around places like Moore River and that sort of thing there was obviously  
activity? 

Guy Yes, there was a lot of midden areas up along the Moore River and they were just 
various fresh water mussels and those type of things.  

Doug What about wildlife, kangaroos and emus, were they in evidence? 

Guy Plentiful.  They are still plentiful.  The grey kangaroo is the species here and you have 
a wallaby called a ‘brush-tail wallaby’ locally known as a Koora. A beautiful animal with 
a  soft longer tail than a kangaroo and a different hopping attitude. 

Doug And they’re smaller, aren’t they? 

Guy Smaller and shy, quite shy and there are some still. We used to see them on the way 
out the farms going across Bennie’s Road, which runs between the Indian Ocean Drive 
and Cowalla Road, there’s a little family group of them there.  Unfortunately, though the 
townspeople or careless people they’re quite easy to shoot - they’re not overly afraid of 
anyone. I don’t think they have any real natural predators. Dingos were around the 



 

 

 

area up until probably 50 years ago.  There’s the odd dingo-ish or dingo-infused wild 
dog that still kicks around now and again but is usually despatched quickly if he’s seen. 

Doug What about wild horses then? 

Guy Not that I’ve known of.  There’s been a couple of deer that may have escaped from 
somewhere. There was one only a few years ago but pigs are a little bit of a problem 
but they are domestic pigs gone wild. Sometimes they’re seeded in there by the pig 
hunting community. They’ll cut the ears off the sows so dogs can’t pull them down.  We 
used to get a few coming in on to our farm because they live in the swamps during the 
summer and then, in the winter, they’ll graze out wider but they are usually maintained 
pretty well by the farmers with traps and shooting. They’re hard to poison because 
they’ve got to take about 70 milligrams - I think it is from memory - of 1080 to kill a pig. 

Guy Where you kill a fox with two milligrams so it takes a large dose.   

Doug Makes a substantial bait? 

Guy And it’s a dangerous sort of bait to be having around. 

Doug What about goats? 

Guy I don’t know goats in terms of what you might find up around Kalbarri and the 
Murchison, but there are some goats that are basically escapees of little goat 
enterprises in the past that have got out.  They tend to get removed pretty quickly by 
people as we don’t want them around. 

Guy Just it’s a fortunate district to live in, in a way and I’ve been through a fortunate time. 
We haven’t had in my case as I am obviously too young. I’m post Second World War  
and I was too young to go to Korea.  Whilst I was enlisted I didn’t get posted to Vietnam 
so that was lucky and so from that point of view it’s been a lucky time.   

Economically it’s been a lucky, opportunistic, time in the fishing industry. Farming 
industry’s been up and down.  The lobster industry hasn’t always been up. It was very 
low at the start, extremely low. Probably they’d be about the only comments. 

Guy Lucky to marry the lady I married and have not lost any children, and got all healthy 
grandchildren who may be - I don’t know if they’re going to be Rhodes Scholars - but 
they’re all average, at least average and probably above average, all five of them so 
that makes exciting little people. 

Doug You’ve done well. So many people years ago had large families because they lost so 
many, didn’t they? 

Guy You’ve only got to look through the graveyard at Gingin. The de Burgh family I think 
lost five children to diphtheria in one year. Five of the one family which are in the 
graveyard there is really quite thought provoking and sad. All to diphtheria when it 
came through here that would probably be in the late 1800’s and I think a lot of 
communities, rural communities, had that same experience. 

Doug Poor water really wasn’t it, but they did what they could with what they had didn’t they? 

Guy That’s right, yes. But nowadays families, you know I’m one of four, there is a bit of a 
swing back from having bigger families for some of the younger families. Now the sort 
of ones that are very common - two is probably the most common sort of number. It’s 
economically manageable and families are starting having children a fair bit later. 
That’s not the smartest thing one ever does for the female of course, as you know but 
to sort of have the children before they’re 25 is probably the better way to go but 
maybe they develop a career and that’s the whole area of study way outside what 



 

 

 

we’re talking about. 

Doug Well it is and it’s a completely different economic situation with the both members of 
the family working. 

Guy Exactly. 

Doug Guy you were going to talk to me a little bit about guano and how it was used around 
here and how it was gathered? 

Guy First of all, there were three coast runs out here, the northern one being the Edwards 
family and the central from my memory was the de Burgh’s and south of Lancelin was 
the Harper’s. They used to use this for ‘wintering stock’ as they called it - and that’s 
what we talked about - using clods of mud in the water troughs for the cobalt and things 
like that.  Also, some of the families used to holiday out here a little bit and that sort of 
synchronised with guano collection in the late ‘20’s - because chemical fertilisers that  
we know now were non-existent in those days, but they knew they could get a 
response to phosphorous and nitrogen in particular of which guano is quite rich.   

So, they formed little huts starting around 1923, in an area we used to call ‘Green 
Valley’ and there were probably about 10 different families there and that’s a whole 
other story.  The Edgar’s were one of them. There were Wedge’s some Bindoon 
people Foulkes-Taylor’s, and others. The guano was off Edwards Island which is just 
on the southwest of Lancelin and Lancelin Island, just on the north end of town being 
bird manure that collected in the hollows.  There were no caves on those islands just 
depressions and hollows.  They’d just get it in little 20 or 30 lb bags it would have been 
in those days. 

Doug You say there were no caves, so there were no bat droppings or anything like that? 

Guy No. It was just straight bird manure and they would just put it into dinghies. My 
Grandfather made a dinghy out of tin - the initial dinghy - and they used to fill it and 
bring it across. So, they would pick the weather and then they’d put it into vehicles  
and carry it back in.  It was a lot of work.  But they didn’t have the pressure of time so 
much in those days - maybe plenty of manpower and fairly low expectations - it’s just a 
whole different way of thinking and doing all that sort of thing. The guano was - I guess 
- a sustainable thing that it was always renewable energy.  

They’d collect a few birds’ eggs and things like that.  No snakes on the islands so they 
could grab mutton birds, as they call them, which are the chicks of the what are called 
mollymawks or shearwaters. As we know down south, or in Tasmania, the mutton-
birders quite often got bitten and killed by the tiger snakes and that had evolved there.  
So that’s pretty much my recall. Very much hearsay, never really read anything about it 
much as it was not overly documented or known very much about. 

Doug No. Still it’s quite credible. 

Guy There was guano collected out of caves inland a little bit - caves at Bidaminna and 
Cowalla - they had big cave groups there and there are another couple of caves that 
have been all broken down now and, of course, overzealous operators using 
equipment and they used to use those and now they’re just dents in the ground. 
They’ve just been collapsed in. 

Doug A shame?  

Guy It’s a shame. 

Doug You can understand it but it is a pity.  

Guy The Shire at one stage actually mined, I think some of the caves up near Cowalla and 



 

 

 

they had a ghost-bat colony which they lost. That was what I’m told. It seems a shame 
but there are still some there and I’ve been told my friend will take us through there one 
day and I’ll phone him in the future keep him to his word. 

Doug Now one of the things I’d like to ask you about, because we’re sitting here using 
daylight as lighting, because your power’s been off since three o’clock this morning I 
think? 

Guy Went off, yes, last night. 

Doug And we’re relying on our battery power here which is good, but what was the electricity 
supply like years ago? Did you have a local power station or what? 

Guy Yes. Well we came in ’77, but from just what I can work out, I think that probably in the 
mid-60’s a gentleman by the name of Peter Salvaire who was a qualified engineer in 
his own right. electrical engineer even though he was seen to be excellent at 
mechanical also, but he started a whole powerhouse here with about two or three 
motors and physically installed the power and light poles - the whole infrastructure to a 
standard - which was pretty much how they used to develop these towns - to a 
standard that was acceptable to what is now Western Power.  Eventually at some 
stage, the Western Power, or SEC I think it was in those days - State Electricity 
Commission - would take it over and buy them out. 

Guy So, the power was not as good a quality and that’s using Peter Salvaire’s words as he 
said, he just can’t keep the voltage as level as necessary and they didn’t have the load 
monitoring. When the power voltage dropped a bit then they would just go and put 
another engine on. 

Doug Sure, but these were practical realities? 

Guy That’s right, yes.  But it was, tremendous because you could use standard refrigerators 
and those sorts of things. 

Doug So, it was 240 volts then? 

Guy 240 volts.  

Guy It was all open-aerial lines and there were no underground power lines.  I don’t know 
exactly how the arrangement worked. I do remember when we first got here, the guy 
came around reading the meter so yes, there must have been some formal way that 
you paid for your power.  

Doug Well there must have been some way? 

Guy Not much different than today I’d say. 

Doug So, did he run it as a private company do you know? 

Guy Well, it was called ‘Lancelin Power’ or known as ‘Peter Salvaire’s Powerhouse’. 

Guy They also had a gentleman by the name of Bernie Fitzgerald who did the same sort of 
thing at Gingin. Both of them skilled engineers. 

Doug So, they ran their own little utility and funded it locally? 

Guy Yes. 

Doug They did a good job. 

Guy Before that there were individual private generation systems operating at 240v or more 
particularly at 32 volts which we had at “Glencoe” originally when I was very young. It 
was all 32 volts with open wires running through the ceilings. 



 

 

 

Doug Yes and indeed that was a very successful scheme in so much as it was relatively safe. 
I think the only risk was you could burn the house down but you wouldn’t electrocute 
anybody? 

Guy That’s right, yes.  A bit hard on rats and mice and snakes. 

Doug Kept them low? You’d catch a few snakes in the roof I suppose? 

Guy But as you said, because of the low voltage or amperage, it was quite easy to get a fire 
going and this sort of thing. 

Doug Yes, it was.  It’s interesting though because that low voltage, even today, you don’t 
need a licence to work with - an electrical licence apparently. You never did because it 
was practically quite forgiving whereas with modern supplies it’s quite dangerous. 

Guy Yes, I remember when TV came in, my Dad always had a bit of bent that way. He had 
the first TV in the district. Not just to be the first, but because he was interested in it and 
he had a friend who’d actually built one. But he bought a 17-inch Pye. We thought it 
was the best thing we’d ever seen in our lives. 

Doug Absolutely. Black and white was it? 

Guy The year could be traced because he only had it going a few months before Princess 
Margaret was married and the whole district turned up in two sittings of about 25 
people. There was a morning and afternoon session which was great for us kids 
because we got well fed. We just sort of picked up the scraps like Labradors. 

Doug We did that for the Queen’s Coronation - went to the neighbours’ and watched their TV. 

Doug It wasn’t a 17 inch though, it was only about nine inches. 

Guy 
 

That was about 1956. I think it would be because it was 32 volts and that ran great 
through the invertor to bring it up to 240. 

Doug Something like that. 

Guy With lots of sound-bars on the screen and all the rest and so you had the poor old 
McDonald engine chunking away out there in the shed. 

Doug Where did they get the TV signal from then? 

Guy From Tuart Hill. 

Guy Yes, we just ran this big mast up  for the aerial and then we just made our own pole up. 

Doug Would have been a big mast? 

Guy It was probably only 20 feet above the house or 15 feet.   

Guy But the trick was to have the tapes the right length at right angles. It was just a T-piece. 
Nothing as fancy as a modern aerial but it worked. 

Doug Yes. Well it would. I can believe that.  

Guy So that was the power but obviously way before that you just had the lanterns and 
Tilley lamps and all the other stuff. 

Doug Yes, okay, and this was before the days of alternative energy wasn’t it? 

Guy That’s right. 

Doug You relied on an engine either a ‘donk’ - an oil engine - or a small petrol engine, but 
today of course you’ve got some alternative energy as well. 

Doug Do they have wind or solar used in Lancelin?  



 

 

 

Guy Not in the early days.  I can remember because my Grandfather had a bent the same 
way as my own father and he had wind-light going there, running a 12 volt generator  
feeding down to 12 volts batteries, and that was sort of not ahead of its time, but it was 
in the very early formative years. 

Doug Yes, it was useful though? 

Guy Probably damned inefficient. Very windy over there because wind comes woofing down 
the scarp in the morning. 

Doug Yes, the old gully winds coming down the scarp? 

Doug Yes, it’s interesting. One looks at this wind blowing here today as indicated by the surf 
on the reef, you would think there’d be a fair bit of wind around here? 

Guy There are wind farms just a short distance away. 

Guy Two lots of the …….. Group have got some and up near Wally Anderson’s I think, yes, 
they’ve got a  wind farm and then as you go further up towards Cervantes, there’s a 
profile in the land there that catches the wind very well. But like all renewable energy,  
there are times when they’re very efficient and other times when the wind’s not blowing 
and not working well. 

Guy A lot of people don’t like wind farms very much.  I don’t find them obnoxious or anything 
like that.  I guess aesthetically they’re not rolling hills and that is just the price you pay 
for populating. 

Doug Well it is and of course you mentioned the key word ‘price’. It always comes down to 
economics as well doesn’t it? 

Guy That’s right, yes. 

Doug And talking about economics what about water supply? What did you do for water?  

Guy What, in the district generally? 

Guy In the district generally was with ground water. Not many people pulled water out of 
swamps because that was a source of access to native animals and your own stock  
not so much, but surface water, shallow water, was available all over Beermullah pretty 
well.  Most wells were in the area under 30 feet deep, so say nine metres. 

Doug Right, so it was ground water? 

Guy Yes, ground water.  Where I was at “Glencoe” a lot of the water there was only 20  feet 
to water all over that country.  Good quality water but very high lime - very hard water 
generally.  As you came in more towards the coast, the water got a lot deeper.  Some 
of the bores – and they are into bores there.   

On our farm that we had just on the very east side of Cowalla Road, the water was 
about 24 metres on the hills and about 12 metres in the hollows.  But when you get out 
more in towards Lancelin, they’re talking over 200 feet to water which is pretty well the  
elevation over a flat-water level. If you can imagine a cross section in an elevation way 
the water’s fairly flat underneath and the higher the hills  the deeper you have to go to 
water, but it’s all calcareous type soil so the water’s fairly hard. There are not many 
acid waters around. 

Doug So, the water supply for the town, now where does that come from? 

Guy Just outside Lancelin and just before the sand dunes on the east side of the town, 
they’ve got shallow water bores there. 



 

 

 

Doug So, they use bore water and it’s treated? 

Guy Yes it is and it’s even chlorinated nowadays. 

Doug Oh wow, kill the bugs too?  

Guy Yes, I don’t know if it’s fluoridated. 

Doug I noticed two large water tanks. 

Guy Yes, that is the header tanks for the town.  

Doug So the water is taken from ground water and it’s treated and loaded into those header 
tanks? 

Guy And then reticulated through the town. So that’s got a fair bit of physical head there for 
the water pressure. It’s good quality water, but again it’s very hard. We choose to use 
water softeners which you’ve just got to be vigilant about them and understand a little 
bit but they work very well here. 

Doug They need regenerating, don’t they? 

Guy That’s right. They use a resin arrangement, but now they chlorinate the water so we 
have to put chlorine filters on because the chlorine disables the resin to release the 
ions. 

Guy So, we have to take that action because the reservoir’s something that’s less than two 
years if you have chlorine going through it. 

Guy For every action there’s a reaction? 

Doug Oh well I suppose the chlorine is a great asset but it just doesn’t help you with what you 
want to do? 

Guy That’s right, yes, but it ensures a healthy water for the population. 

Doug Yeah and it keeps the pipes and everything clean? 

Guy Sterile. 

Doug Yes, and you bring it into your house and then you treat it yourself? 

Guy That’s right. 

Doug Do you use rainwater at all? 

Guy We don’t.  Some people in the town do.  You do get a bit of salt in it because we’re so 
close to the ocean. You get some salt burden in it released on your roof. Lots of bird 
manure and that type of thing, but rainwater’s still a very nice source of water if you can 
keep it clear. 

Doug I use rainwater up on my property north of Toodyay, but we always boil it for drinking 
and we’ve never had any troubles but I would always boil it. 

Guy Yes. Well you’d get the odd dead crow go for a swim in there and rats. 

Doug We’ve found the odd tree lizard you know? 

Guy  Tastes like   Oxo cubes. 

Doug Yes, that’s right. ‘Tastes a bit sweeter today, good job we boiled it’.  What about gas? 
How is that handled? 

Guy Gas is all liquefied LPG. 

Doug Bottle gas is it? 



 

 

 

Guy It is what they call a 45 Kilogram – 100 lb bottle it used to be. So that it’s all bottles and  
I can’t see that changing for a long, long time.   

Doug No? 

Guy Quite an expensive way.  

Doug It is but it’s convenient isn’t it? 

Guy It’s mighty convenient and portable. 

Doug Which makes me think about firewood. Did you ever use firewood? 

Guy At the farm we did.  In the town we haven’t.  Firewood is a great way of warming but 
the downside is when you’re living close to each other you just accumulate too much 
air pollution. There are several - there’s quite a lot - in the town but probably over time 
they’ll slowly phase them out. They’ll have to I think. 

Doug I suppose there’s the smoke factor isn’t there? 

Guy Yes, the smoke factor. But the first house we had in Lancelin it had a kerosene Vulcan 
type heater. One with a big tank that used to just about flatten our bank account every 
time we filled it up. 

Doug That was a heater was it? 

Guy Heater, yes and hot water’s always with gas just instant gas.  Now we use a big solar 
hot water system and big PV panels. 

Doug What did they do for refrigeration in the old days then? 

Guy Well, originally, they used to have ice boxes with infrequent amounts of ice so they  
had varying effect.  There was a bloke, Hopkins, who was the first guy to commercially 
fish here and he was down in that so-called Green Valley area, but he had a house 
with an ice box right in the middle of his main room apparently - used to keep his fish in 
there so that was the first ice box I knew of. 

Doug How did he get the ice? 

Guy Must have come up from Perth very infrequently I would imagine. Ice and salt.  

And originally, they had a lot of Coolgardie safes of course and then the old yellow 
flame fridges which  worked quite well. 

Doug The old kerosene fridges? 

Guy The old kerosene and then they went to the ‘Aladdin Lamp’ type which was the blue 
flame which was far more efficient to get the oxygen in there better. 

And then with intermittent power you could go to certain fridges - Chrysler and Astor. 
Astor, I think were considered the best.  They had the best quality insulation on them 
and they could work them on eight or 10 hours electrical power a day. 

Doug So, they would get them really, really cold and then leave them closed up and then  
they would be alright? 

Guy They would just hold better than some. Modern fridges are particularly poor at that. 

Doug Are they? 

Guy Some of them yes. Some of them, not all. They just require maintenance all the time. 

Doug And what about street lighting? 

Guy Under the times of the initial power supply there was street lighting. Not as high density 



 

 

 

as it is now and they were more the yellow light type - glow like the ordinary lamps. 

Doug The tungsten filament lamps? 

Guy  Yes. Nowadays they are more in fluorescent type. I don’t know what they are - argon 
or helium - a very white light. 

Doug Mercury vapour and fluorescent lamps?  

They use a lot of mercury vapour and they use a lot of high-pressure sodium as well 
these days and some of them even have solar switching on them which is convenient. 
They probably use LED lights with those. 

Guy Yes, and nowadays in Lancelin we have LED lamps - lights with solar panels on them - 
near the shopping centre, just for public safety type illumination and all getting very 
modern.  It’d be lovely to think we’ll get all these aerial wires underground one day but 
the expense is massive. 

Doug Oh, maybe, you never know. It is very expensive but you never know. 

I know in Perth they originally started with kerosene lamps for street lighting they used - 
well it wasn’t kerosene it was oil - but I think it was whale oil actually and this is in about 
the 1870’s or something. 

Guy Actually, the whaling - sort of just flicking right back to the early industry here - we had 
a gentleman in this town - the Stokke family - he came from Norway. I think the story is  
that he’s passed on now, but his two sons are here and a daughter but he came across 
from Norway to help the whaling fleet that was working around the Abrolhos that’s 
where they were and then I think he went down to Cheynes Beach and  Albany. 

Doug So, they were working as far north as that then on whaling? 

Guy That would have been on humpback whales most probably.  

Now there’s no whaling it is like a ‘whale highway’ out here now. 

Doug They’re up and down, aren’t they? 

Guy  There are  thousands upon thousands of whales. 

Guy When we go fishing now at certain times of the year, they’re still migrating north. 
Because we’re in July and August at the moment so they’re still migrating pregnant, 
they’ll have their calves and around October, they’ll be heading back home with their 
new babies and all the males running around breaching and showing off the way males 
do. 

Doug They’re magnificent, aren’t they? 

Guy Oh incredible. Very big as well. We saw one the other day that was just probably the 
biggest humpback I’ve ever seen. I think she must have been 15 feet across. Just a 
huge whale. 

Doug It’s beyond imagining 15 feet across. 

Guy But it was a humpback. It was probably the biggest one I’ve ever seen and they just 
went past us like 10 metres away. We were fishing and suddenly you can just hear like 
a heavy breathing, smelly breathing too. They always smell like they’ve just eaten fish 
or something they’ve got that sort of smell. 

Doug They probably have. 

Guy Apparently, they don’t eat while they’re travelling north. 



 

 

 

Doug They don’t? 

Guy Apparently, they don’t. That’s what I’m told by scientists. I haven’t talked to a whale 
about it though! 

Doug They’re amazing creatures, aren’t they?  

Guy But there’s been no whaling activity on this area here. 

Doug No? Any sign of seals on the offshore islands? 

Guy We do get seals here but the breeding areas are north of us - north of Wedge Island - 
Green Island. We do get them down here, it’s considered to be a haul-out area for tired 
injured ones that might pull themselves out on the beach and just rest up.  Also, some 
pupping down here. 

Doug Right, so they’ll come inside the reef and rest? 

Guy Yes. Come inside the reef.  They’re very inquisitive you know. We’ve swum with them 
and they swim with us and don’t bother you. They’re not aggressive as long as you 
don’t get between them and where they’re going. 

Guy There have been interactions that have been negative from them but they’re usually 
careless humans that are the problem. We have a sea lion exclusion device 
arrangement in the lobster industry now.  For anyone fishing north of, crudely Wedge 
Island, we have to have a special pin so that the animal can’t come in down the pot  
neck and go into the pot and get entrapped. It can’t get past this one protrusion which 
doesn’t stop lobsters 

Guy And it is a very practical solution to a problem. Before that we used to use like a bar 
across the top but they were very good at breaking in. They are very good the way they  
steal lobsters in a pot.  

Doug So, they would end up cleaning your pot out? 

Guy But the very small ones. Not very many, but enough for the authorities and indeed the 
fishermen to get concerned about it. Nothing worse than finding a seal. I never did and 
I only know of one person ever caught a seal, but further up apparently it did occur 
from time to time.  

So, that was the broad-brush approach there and it hasn’t been negative for the 
industry and the seals are the winners. It’s just good. Beautiful, beautiful animals. 

Doug Yes, they are. They always seem to be very intelligent creatures really from what little 
I’ve seen of them. 

Guy Yes. Very inquisitive. You can be swimming and they’ll come up within half a metre of 
you and just blow bubbles and then do all acrobatics around you and as though they’re 
trying to stir you up to become playful  with them. 

Doug Well, I’ve noticed that at Esperance that they’ll do that round the boats. And of course, 
the dolphins as well. Do you get dolphins here? 

Guy Oh, very much. I’ve got some beautiful shots here of dolphins.  I have even had them 
coming back from Lancelin Island. They’ll swim alongside and put their bill in 
someone’s hand just over the side. They just swim all the way back with the dinghy. 

Guy Yes, and that sort of thing.  Even though themselves they are quite aggressive and 
rough type on animal in their own population, the way their own social structure is 
harsh. One pet one around here they call Squeaker - he must have something a little 
bit wrong with his blowhole and he makes this little squeaking noise - and we used to 



 

 

 

get on the boats, say three o’clock in the morning, just going about the business of 
getting the boat ready to take off to go fishing and you’d hear him round there 
squeaking - he’d be begging for food. So, they’re pretty smart. They worked out and  
they’ll pick certain boats and always you’ll be somewhere and that same one will come, 
and we think it’s off the propeller signature probably. The noise. 

Doug They can identify it?  

Guy The noise, yes.  I don’t think it’s anything smarter than that. 

Doug Wow, and what about birds? Do you see Sea Eagles and creatures like that? 

Guy Yes. We have resident Ospreys here. People call them Sea Eagles - they’re not 
actually a Sea Eagle, they’re an Osprey - they have the round wing. But on the land 
side you have Sea Eagles which have the feathers like the Wedge-Tailed Eagle type 
wing spread. He’s a lot bigger than an Osprey and he always goes to try and pick off a 
few bird nestlings but the Ospreys are very fierce about guarding their patch, so we see 
some big heavy duels sometimes between Ospreys and Sea Eagles. 

Doug And the little birds they’re fierce aren’t they when they’re protecting their young, aren’t 
they? 

Guy Yes, well, the most dangerous person is someone who’s got nothing to lose so they’ll 
fight. 

Doug They always say it’s not the size of the dog in the fight? 

Guy Interesting islands here. We have a little bit to do with it particularly, championed by a 
guy Doctor Nick Dunlop, Terns amongst others. We’ve got I think five species of Terns. 
It’s the largest number of species in the world to be on one island habitat and they’re 
monitored. 

Guy Plus Noddys. A little bit of climate change over the years and they’ve come down from 
the Abrolhos and actually breeding here now. When I was a kid you might see one or 
two of these Noddys and now I think there’s over 5,000 pairs breeding on Lancelin 
Island. Interesting because they breed on the top of the land structures right up on the 
top. They’re not scared of anything. We pick them up and monitor them and they weigh 
them and do other ways of measuring their health and progress as a community. 

Doug Alright then, Guy, well I think I’ve taken up enough of your time. It’s now midday and I 
think we’ve just about exhausted what we needed to talk about unless there’s anything 
you can think of? 

Guy No. I think it’s pretty well done I’ll probably think of heaps more later on. 

Doug Well you probably will at two o’clock in the morning  

Guy Well thank you for the chance to put a few of my memories down. 

Doug It’s an absolute pleasure. I found it very interesting.  Anyway, what’ll happen now is 
we’ll take this away and after a few weeks - and I say it’ll be a little while - we’ll come 
back to you with a written transcript and I’ll ask you to check it over because the most 
important thing is to get spelling of names of people and places correct. We do our 
best, and then if you’ve got anything in there that you’re not happy with let me know 
and if you think of anything  that   you’d like to add we can either put it in as a footnote 
or we can do another recording session.18 

 
18 Mr Edgar has been an involved community member having been a JP since 1989, a Member of the Fishing 

Industry Advisory Committee for two terms, a former President of the Professional Fishermans’ Association, an 



 

 

 

Guy Yes. Okay.  Now I’m away from the 15th of August until about the 14th of September. 

Doug Okay well we’ll come back to you then round about mid-September I would think. 

Guy Okay, just give us an email we’ll sort it out again.  

Doug Good man. Okay. 

Guy It’s been a pleasure Doug. Thank you very much.  

Doug Thank you for your time I’ve enjoyed it. 

 
 

 
Inaugural Member of the Western Rock Lobster Advisory Committee and represented the local fishermen to 

achieve the new town jetty facility. 


