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NOTES TO THE READER ON INTERPRETATION OF THIS TRANSCRIPT

Readers of this oral history transcript need to be aware that it is not strictly a verbatim transcript
of the words as spoken during the interview that was conducted in the form of a natural
conversation between the interviewer and the person being interviewed. Some changes have
been made in order to clarify what was intended and to facilitate the flow of the document.

Much of what is said in such interviews relies upon the accuracy of the memory of the person
being interviewed and readers should bear this in mind and judge for themselves how factually
accurate the material is. The interviewer has sought to clarify or verify facts and statements
made during the interview where this seemed appropriate.

The views and opinions expressed within the transcript are those of the person expressing them
in the interview.

Please refer to the notes on the following page to aid interpretation of the transcript.

Note 1

The recording comprises 3 parts and runs for a total of 75 minutes.

Note 2

Where the interviewer has used words such as ‘Yes’, ‘Right’ or ‘OK” as an encouragement,

but not as anything else then these words have not been transcribed unless they are relevant
for the context. Commonly used habitual phrases have also been deleted from the transcript.

Note 3
The interviewer and/or the interviewee have inserted occasional words or phrases (which are

not in the original recording) into the transcript in order to clarify the context of what was being
said. These words are shown in the form they would say.

Note 4

Where a sentence has a series of dots in the text such as ......... this indicates that the
speaker paused, the recording was not clear enough to transcribe accurately what was said
or the following speaker interrupted what was being said.

Note 5

The interviewer is referred to as ‘Doug’ in the transcript and to the subject speaker
(interviewee) is referred to as ‘Greg’ as appropriate.
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My name is Doug Ayre, the date is the 29™" of May 2019 and I’'m conducting an
interview with Mr Greg Morton on behalf of the Gingin Resource Centre for the
Shire of Gingin Oral History Project at his home.

Would you give me your full name please Greg?
Gregory Edward Morton.

And when were you born?

10" of November 1948.

You're only a young bloke then?

That’s right.

Where were you born Greg?

In Perth at Saint John of God’s Hospital.

Tell me a bit about your parents.

My parents - my father’'s name - do you want full names?
Yes please.

My father’s name was Edward Lawrence Morton and my mother’s name is
Madge Mary Morton and she was née Edwards.

How did you spell Lawrence?

Lawrence. Edward Lawrence Morton. My father was a civil servant and my
mother did work obviously before she was married but, when | was born, she
wasn’t working, she was a housewife as everybody was in those days. And we
lived at Scarborough and | think | did mention my father was a civil servant. So,
what else do you want me to give you?

Whereabouts in Scarborough did you live?

We lived in Andrew Street, Scarborough which was next to Abbott Park and it was
very close, only about a kilometre and a half from Scarborough Beach, so | spent
a lot of time at the beach as well.

Where did you go to school?

| went to Primary School at Hinderwell Street Primary School in Scarborough and
in the years that | went to Primary School the numbers at our school were very
high and there was a problem with classrooms sizes. | think that for one or two
years, although still being part of the Scarborough school, we were bussed one
year to Leederville for classes and then one year up to Doubleview School
because of the classroom situation where there just were not enough classrooms
at the time. But | always belonged to the Hinderwell Street School.

Where did you spend your childhood then?

Well, pretty much in Scarborough, but | spent a lot of time up here at the farm,
you know, weekends and school holidays and in 1956 my father built a beach
house on the Greenwood Coast. That’s out from here and that property belonged
to my mother’s uncle and that’s hence why we were able to build the camp on the
coast. So, we spent an enormous amount of time at the camps at the Greenwood
Coast. They still do exist but we don’t use them anymore.

So that camp as you call it, was it a permanent building or just a beach shack?
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Yes, it was quite a permanent building, like it’s still in existence but in a state of
disrepair. It’s really a squatters’ camp because it is outside the boundary - the
cadastral boundary - of the block of land and there are a number of other ones
along the coast.

So, it wasn’t a gazetted area it was a squatters’ camp?

No. It was a squatters’ camp and bearing in mind in 1956 that was before the
Lancelin Road was built, so all the equipment to build the shack as we called it
was actually carted either up through Gingin, or up Military Road, to here and it
was taken out through the State Forest 65, out to the coast.

Well that would have been a fair old trek then?

That’s right. We often at first used to go to the camps at the coast via the farm at
Woodlands which is at the bottom of Greenwood Road here.

Well we’ll come back to that camp in a few moments. You refer to the farm here.
Tell me a little bit about where we are.

Well, we’re on part of what was the original Edwards farm, but the part that we
now own is Woodlands, which was the major residence of the Edwards farm. But
when my Grandfather and the four brothers who were running the farm were
together, it was a conglomerate of a number of properties and it was made up of
Woodlands, Millbank, and they had a coastal run at Lancelin, and some 3,000
acres just to the north of the Lancelin Desert where they used to run the cattle. It
is freehold land and they had another coastal run at Seabird, with some freehold
land at the corner of Seabird Road and the Wanneroo/Lancelin Road or Indian
Ocean Drive as it's now called. They also had a block of land just south of Gingin
and a block over at Beermullah. So the farm when | was young that was the
stamp that it was, in that it was considerable acreage, something like probably
18,000 or 20,000 acres in total.

In the early ‘60’s my Grandfather sold the property to the four sons and moved to
a property he purchased in Upper Swan. The four sons were Fred Edwards, Doug
Edwards, Mervyn Edwards and Harold Edwards and over the years three of the
brothers went on their own and some of the land was sold. Eventually the
Woodlands farm belonged to Mervyn Edwards and in 1979, | bought into the
property with my Uncle Mervyn and hence farmed the property with him. And
when he passed away in 2009, his share of the property - we owned it equally — it
came to me, so we're the owners of the Woodlands farm.

Mervyn was your uncle then?

Yes.

Tracking families is a bit complicated?

Yes.

You talked about a couple of ‘coastal runs.” What did you mean by that?

Well in those days they used to like to take the cattle out to the coast. They used
to do well on the coastal scrub and they were just referred to as coastal runs but,
for instance, the Lancelin property is still there but it’s not farmed. It’s really not
used. If you saw it, you wouldn’t realise that there used to be cattle grazing there.
That was sold I’'m thinking probably in the early ‘60’s when my Uncle Doug shifted
out to Dandaragan. So, it was sold for his share of the partnership and the same
at Seabird.

Some of the Seabird property that was freehold as well, but they also had what
they called leasehold, where you could graze your cattle there and we did have a
leasehold in State Forest 65 behind Woodlands. All those leases | think have now
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expired but there was freehold property at Seabird, but Lancelin was a freehold
property.

So why did the cattle do well on the coastal runs?

It was a lot to do with the limestone.

Tell me more.

The limestone and the scrub. A big area that the cattle could graze over. It was
probably a bit alike to station type farming, coupled with the more productive flats
along the river.

Right, but you didn’t keep them there all year round?

No. No, they’d take them there and bring them back. They’d drive the cattle from
here up to the coast at Lancelin and the same as the Greenwood coast where the
beach house was. That was part of the Greenwood farm. Again, Greenwood farm
is alongside Woodlands down here and again we used to take the cattle - the
Greenwood cattle used to go out to the Greenwood coast. They were all fenced.
Those coastal runs were fenced other than the sea of course, so they could go on
to the beach. There were always problems where the boundaries ended at the
ocean and, usually, they were fenced in some areas where there was perhaps a
cliff or some sort of a rocky outcrop that you could get fenced fairly close to the
water, but nothing was ever cattle-tight - but near enough.

Well nothing ever is, is it really?

Yes. But on several occasions, I'd driven the cattle out to the coast on horseback
from here.

So, you took the cattle out to the coast for part of the year then?
Yes.
What part of the year was that?

Well usually the cattle that we took to the coast were the heifers that were maiden
heifers and one of the advantages was you could take them out to the coast, run
them for another year and there were no bulls there.

Because we would traditionally have the Hereford cattle that my uncle ran. They
didn’t mate the heifers in the first year but they allowed another year so that was a
good place to take them. But also, sometimes they’d take the cows out and they
would calve out there, but they would usually bring them back in here for when
they were ready for mating.

So, what was the advantage of bringing them back here then, cattle generally?

Just management of the livestock and mating of them. And they needed the
benefit of the better pasture in here.

I’'m sorry to keep persisting on this because I'm very interested, but why was the
pasture better?

The river flats on this part of the farm are far more productive than the coastal
scrub.

So, it was really a mixture of both. The cattle in the winter do very well out on the
coast because you've got a lot of natural grasses that grew among the scrub.

And plenty of rainfall | suppose?

Yes, the rainfall was there and, also, they did do some pasture improvement on
the coastal blocks and gradually developed them to be more productive. So, like
the block at Seabird well, that belongs to somebody else now but there’s still
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cattle run on them.
How did they improve the pasture then?

Just by seeding and there was some clearing, but it was sort of minor clearing
because it was scrub. It was mainly rolled and burnt and seeded with pasture
seed.

Right, generally upgrades then?
Yes.
I've learned a bit about farming the landscape then.

So, before we move on, | notice there’s a lot of irrigation around here. What'’s the
story there?

Well, that’s relatively new. In the last 20 years at the most, the blocks where you
see the irrigation were generally used for cattle and sheep and gradually, as the
market gardeners have been pushed out of being closer to Perth in Wanneroo,
they’ve gravitated up this way to the extent that the ground water allocations here
are now fully allocated.

Yes. So, for instance, if we wanted to grow vegetables on this block, we wouldn’t
be able to get a water licence to do it, because there’s no more allocation
available. So, the water licences have become extremely valuable in their own
right.

| can imagine they would. So how far deep do they go for groundwater?

Well it depends, but there’s the various aquifers. There is the Superficial ' Aquifer
and then the next aquifer is what they call the Leederville Formation and then the
next one down is the Yarragadee and the water licences are given from which
aquifer the water’s taken from. Like next door here some of their water is drawn
from the Superficial Aquifer and some is drawn from the Yarragadee which is the
next one down.

Sorry, the Leederville is the next one down and the Yarragadee is the deepest
one.

How deep’s the Yarragadee? Do you know?
I’m not sure of that. | think about 1,000 metres in its deepest.

Yes. Down at the bottom of the hill here next to the Woodlands Farm, there’s a
Water Authority bore that was put in two or three years ago - a monitoring bore -
and that bore’s actually under pressure. It's capped under pressure. |f you turn
the tap on it’ll flow artesian.

You wonder where the water comes from wouldn’t you?
Yes.
Have they any idea, do you know?

Not really, no. I'm not an expert on it, but speaking to the driller down when they
did the deep bore down here - which was only two or three years ago - he
believes that even here the tides have got an influence on the water. The flow of
water is, as we know it, is from the north-east to the south-west. That’s what we’re
told anyhow.

Yes. You wonder whether it comes down from the tropics, don’t you?
Well it could do.

! Various corrections were made by Mr Morton to the names of the aquifers mentioned in the interview.
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Yes. But there’s a tremendous amount of research going on with water bores all
over the Gingin Shire. You can access the locations on the internet where
there’s numbers of monitoring bores. There might be two or three bores at one
monitoring place but they’re at different levels.

As you say the water licences are quite valuable now, aren’t they?
Oh yes.

| remember reading in the history books of the original early days, when people
were wrecked on the coast - and we’ll come back to that in a minute - how they
would stagger ashore and die of thirst without knowing that just inside the sand
dunes you could dig down a little way and get a bit of fresh water?

Yes. That’s right.

Yes, such is life. Anyway, so where did you spend your childhood then?
Scarborough?

Yes, at Scarborough, at the farm and the coast as we call it, basically.
When you were at Scarborough did you go surfing and that sort of thing?
Yes, used to go to the beach a fair bit.

And when | was older, | went to Scarborough High School. My first year at this
school was the third year it had opened. Since then of course, Scarborough High
School’s been demolished.

Indeed. Long gone isn't it?
Yes, long gone.

Yes. | remember one of my staff, years ago, he came to me in tears when we
worked in Kalgoorlie and he said ‘my High School’'s gone’ and they’d demolished
it because he went back to have a look and it wasn’t there anymore.

That’s right. It’s all houses now.

So, we’ve touched on your family living here. Were they the original settlers
then?

Of this particular piece of land? Well the Edwards were on some of it, but not all
of it. Some of it was acquired. On my mother’s side - do you want me to go into a
bit of detail on her side?

Please do.

On my mother’s side of the family her - well my great-great-great grandfather ...
Great-great-great grandfather?

Three ‘g’s before grandfather.

Richard Edwards came with his family to the Swan River Settlement on the vessel
the Hooghly, arriving on the 13t of February 1830 | think it was. 2

Yes, | can check that.

They came on the vessel the Hooghly and one of his sons Matthew, who would
be my great-great grandfather, had property here. In fact, he owned Greenwood
and | think he had property in and around Gingin. And then his son Herbert had
property and his son Raymond, who is my paternal grandfather, farmed at
Woodlands, Millbank, Lancelin and Seabird as | describe, so there’s a direct
descendant right back from the First Fleet for the Edwards family.

2 This was a correction by Mr Morton.



Doug So that’s on your mother’s side?

Greg Yes, on my mother’s side. And on my father’s side we’re of Scottish descent. My
father’'s father was Scottish and he came to Australia in 1913 3. He was a civil
servant also. Prior to coming to Australia, he worked in Jute mills in Scotland and
India. He enlisted and went overseas in the 515t Battalion, was wounded in action
in France in 1916 and was taken as POW in Germany. He was later repatriated to
England and then back to Australia.*

Doug So, his name was Morton?

Greg Yes, my grandfather was James Morton. He had no middle name. One of our twin
sons is James Morton - he’s the one that’s on the Shire.

Doug Well Morton’s a good Scots name | think?

Greg Yes, we come from Dundee.

Doug | know Dundee, yes. | wonder why they came out here? Probably to get away
from the English?

Greg | think he worked for the jute mills in India and then he came.

Doug A lot of people came from India to Western Australia, didn’t they?

Doug Well as you and | well know, the Scots travelled the world didn’t they, you know?
They really did and so, yes, he could well have done that.

So, you spent some time as a youngster out on the coast. What did you do out
there?

Greg Mainly fishing. Used to do quite a bit of shooting. You know, kangaroo shooting,
rabbit trapping, that type of thing.

Doug Did you have anything to do with the wrecks?

Greg Yes. Some considerable involvement with the wreck of the Gilt Dragon.

Where the wreck of the Gilt Dragon is - actually virtually due east of the site of the
wreck of the Gilt Dragon - on the day that it was discovered, the people that
discovered it were Allan Robinson and James Henderson or James Henderson’s
son I’'m not sure which one. They came ashore where the camps are because
they wanted some fuel or something in order to go back out to the wreck site. As
a result of that contact, | actually dived on the wreck of the Gilt Dragon when |
was 15. | still have some artefacts which at that time it was legal to have and they
still belong to me, because they preceded the legislation that quarantined the site.
So, I've been very interested in that particular wreck.

Doug You dived on it for a number of years, did you?

Greg Yes, well, just two or three times but | was 16, so it would have been in
1963/1964.

Doug How did the settlement of Guilderton get its name then?

Greg Not absolutely certain on that. | think it might perhaps have been - and this is a
guess as | don’t know this for a certainty but - it might have been something to do
with the Guilders.

Doug Yes.

Greg You know the Gilt Dragon was carrying silver bullion ‘pieces of eight’, ‘pieces of
four’ and ‘pieces of two’ and it had elephants’ tusks and that was the general main
cargo of it. | suspect Guilderton perhaps came from that but I’'m not sure.

3 Inserted by Mr Morton.

4 Inserted by Mr Morton.
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The Gilt Dragon was a Dutch East Indiaman was it?

It was called the Vergulde Draeck in Dutch.

Again, | could give you all the dates but it sunk on the 28" of April 1656.
Are you sure about that?

Yes, because it's a statement of fact because there were 75 survivors. There
were seven of them took one of the boats from the Gilt Dragon and they rowed
back to Batavia. Hence the date is known and the other 68 were left here and
there’s never been a trace of them ever found.

There’s all sorts of research and books about people who have looked for it.
But they disappeared?
Yes.

They probably dispersed into the hinterland and died quietly under a tree
somewhere?

Yes, that’s right. | mean there’s evidence on the Greenwood Coast. There’s been
pieces of steel found that have obviously been bolts out of the timber and so on
found in the rocks and all sort of things like that but that is all.

| bet thereby hangs a tale and somebody would know the story but we don’t?
No, that’s right.

Now, Greg we talked about the Gilt Dragon but were there any other wrecks you
were interested in?

Well there was one other wreck which had a family connection and that was the
wreck of the JP Webb which was wrecked at Ledge Point. The JP Webb was a
hopper barge and it was built in Glasgow for the Melbourne Port Authority. It was
on its maiden voyage from Glasgow to Melbourne and for whatever reason, it
came to grief about a mile and a half off the coast at Ledge Point. The reef that it
came aground on is now called Webb Reef and it appears on the Admiralty
Charts as Webb Reef.

My understanding is that everybody survived. There may have been a death I'm
not certain but it's well recorded in the Battye Library the history of the JP Webb.

But my Uncle Fred Edwards and another Gingin identity by the name of Horry
McCormick, who used to own Waterville Farm, which is south of here, or whose
family owned Waterville Farm. He went there. He started cray fishing and Horry
McCormick and my Uncle Fred Edwards they acquired the salvage rights to the
JP Webb because it was on the reef. The bulk of this ship was above the
waterline and they also had one of the lifeboats which came off the JP Webb. |
think one of them may have been wrecked, but one of them was intact and in fact
become their boat and between them they salvaged a lot of metal and brass pipe
and bits and pieces like baths, basins, sinks. All sorts of things that were bought
in off the Webb and there’s still a number of bits and pieces around the farm and,
as I've shown you, in our games room | have the key cabinet with all the keys
from the wreck which was bought into Woodlands and left to rot. And | restored it.

I've even got some steel cupboards in my shed that come off the JP Webb and |
remember as probably about a 10-year-old - I'm not quite sure - but | can
remember one day going in the lifeboat at Ledge Point and we went out to the
Webb. It was a very calm day and we came alongside the ship, as it were, and
there was this big hole in the side of it. | can still picture it when we could see all
the pipes inside and later on, or sometime later, | recounted this to my other uncle
who was the youngest one, Harold, in the partnership and he said ‘oh, no, we cut
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that hole in it with the oxy torch so we could get all the pipes out’. Harold of
course he is still alive and he’s really up to speed with what happened there.

But eventually the lifeboat | think was wrecked in a storm and that was the end of
that and | don’t think that they ever made a profit or anything out of it.

But they had a lot of fun?

Yes, they had a lot of fun and the old house at Woodlands, which has now been
demolished, the actual bathroom down there all the taps and fittings and so on all
came off the Webb.

They’d all have been brass | suppose wouldn't it?

Yes, a lot of them brass but over on my pipe rack there is a piece of the brass
boiler pipe.

Well | suppose they went for copper and brass and bronze on an ocean-going
ship because it would resist the salt wouldn’t it?

That’s right.

So, we've talked about the origin of your family and how they were early settlers.
Obviously, you're still here but how many other members of your family are still in
the area?

Our immediate my family?

We have a daughter and two sons. One of my sons James he runs the farm now
and | still help, but he’s really in charge and he runs it. Our other son is an
accountant, lives in Perth and our daughter is a psychiatric nurse and she lives in
Perth.

Right, so, they get the best of both worlds then?
Yes, that’s right.
So, you can go into Perth and you know people there and you obviously live here.

We've covered the property that you originally held in this area and the stuff that
you’ve currently hold, how you lived in Scarborough as a youngster and spent a
fair bit of time up here. But you would have lived and worked in Perth as a young
man, did you?

That’s correct, yes.
What did you do?

When | left school, | worked for an insurance company for about six or nine
months The Royal Insurance Group. | guess | was attracted to that because at
that time my father was with the State Government Insurance Office and,
eventually, he was the General Manager at the State Government Insurance
Office before he retired.

| worked there for six or nine months and then | went to the Commonwealth Bank
and | worked in the Commonwealth Bank until 1969.

What did you do with the Commonwealth Bank?

| was a bank clerk - a bank teller, | guess. One particular day to put it in
perspective | was a bank teller at the Metropolitan Markets Branch of the
Commonwealth Bank, on the day we changed to decimal currency.

Oh yes everybody remembers that.
On the 28t of February 1966.
In my time in the bank, | was on relieving staff for part of it so | worked at a
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number of country towns, only for short periods because it was for holiday relief
for staff. | think | worked at Port Hedland, Katanning, Manjimup, Boyup Brook - |
can’t think of any others and a number of suburban branches.

Then | was sent to Securities Department in Perth for the Commonwealth Bank
and my job in there | was a settlements clerk for the trading banks securities
where | used to do the settlements for them at the Titles Office for mortgages and
settlements on properties where the banks used to do the settlements. Nowadays
they don’t, they’re done externally by settlement agents and so on.

The settlement is the actual transaction - exchange of money and this sort of
thing?

Yes, exactly that.

So, the money goes one way and the land titles go the other?

Yes and the registering of the mortgage is in caveats and all that sort of thing. |
had good experience.

Been there done that. Still it was quite painless as long as you paid the bill. So
how long did you work for the bank?

| think it was about six years - five or six years - and then | went to work for what
was a very small company, it's known as Leisure and Allied Industries. They
manufactured and imported electronic amusement machines, pinball machines.
The company that | went to work for, they were actually customers of the bank
and in a roundabout way | was approached to go and work for them, which | did.

It belonged to a gentleman by the name of Malcolm Steinberg who was a very
successful businessman and | worked for him for 10 years and then | left.

To put it in perspective the company had branches in all the states in Australia
and we were employing some 300 people. So, | was an executive, | was the
assistant to the Managing Director and when | was 30 my Uncle Mervyn, who was
farming on his own and | was managing the business side of it, he suggested an
arrangement that we go into partnership and | made a complete career change at
30 from wearing a suit and tie to working on the farm.

And this is the $64,000 question. Do you regret it?

No. | don’t. | don’t regret it, but | missed an enormous amount of the cut and
thrust of the business side of it.

| bet you did.

| still keep in contact. In fact, | think in about two weeks-time I'm going to lunch
with Malcolm who owned the company so we still keep in touch.

You get to chew the fat occasionally, then do you?
Yes.

And not only just me, but another of the other long-term people that had been
employed there.

That’s nice. It's nice to keep in touch isn’t it? Obviously, the company did well,
didn’t it?

Yes, yes, and his son runs it now and it’'s a very much bigger business. It's a
multi-million-dollar business.

| would imagine a business of that nature would be into ‘one-arm bandits’ and all
sorts in the eastern states wouldn't it?

No. They were never involved in the poker machines. It was all the electronic
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amusement machines.

Well, | ask that question because so many of them are electronic now aren’t they
of course?

Yes. But no, it never involved the gaming machines and they now own all of the -
or they developed - the Time Zones and that’s part of it. That was happening
when | was there, the development of them.

Right. It's obviously a big business?

Itis.

Now, you mentioned your family. So, you married, did you?
Yes.

When did you marry?

In 1971.

And who did you marry?

I married my wife Cheryl. She was Cheryl Page and she came from Doubleview
which is as you know just up the road?

Just up the road from Scarborough?

So, she lived in Doubleview and we married and we bought a house in Sorrento.
| know Sorrento. | used to live there. So, you married in 1971 in Perth?

Yes, in Scarborough.

In Scarborough. And you had children?

Yes. We had a daughter then we had twin sons.

So, we had three children under the age of two and a half.

Forgive me smiling. | can imagine what that was like.

That’s right. And the boys were born in 1968 and we moved to the farm in 1969.°
Well you did have your hands full, didn’t you?

Yes, they were and originally, when we did move to the farm, | still used to work
for a day a week on a consulting basis for the Leisure and Allied Group and | did
that for some time and that was to help them and me.

Well they made a transition and so did you, didn’t you?
Yes.

Alright so Cheryl was obviously a valiant spirit | suspect when she came out here
with two young children - or three young children - didn’t she?

Yes.
Where did you live?

We first lived at Nullen Warren which is a part of the farm that we have since sold.
We lived there with my Uncle Mervyn for the first two years and then we built this
house here on this block. | built this house myself as an owner/builder.

It's a pretty solid house.
Yes, and | mixed every single barrel load of mud in the brickwork.
Did you really? Good on you. You didn’t make the bricks, though did you?

3> Corrections made to the years by Mr Morton.
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No, no, no and | didn’t lay the bricks but | laboured for the bricklayers.
But you did everything else?

| did a lot. A lot of it was subcontracted.

A lot of it | did myself. So, we built this house in 1983.

So, out in a relatively isolated area like this at that time, how did you get
tradesmen?

| don’t think it was that difficult, because there were other houses being built
around the area even in 1983. It wasn’t as easy as it would be now, but it could
be done. We overcame any of those difficulties. You know, we did do a lot of it
ourselves.

It's 35 or 36 years ago isn'’t it?

So, there you were, you took off the jacket and the tie and came to run the farm.
What farming did you do?

Well we had very few sheep but it's mainly always cattle. My Uncle Mervyn and
myself, we ran it for years until 2006, when he had a turn and didn’t end up
coming back to the farm.

Yes, he had the onset of dementia and then we continued on.

| look around as | drive along from Perth and the coastal land looks like to me
anyway - and please correct me if I'm wrong - looks like very poor country? Is it?

Yes, you're not wrong. The coastal country, a lot of it, is very poor even like
where we’re sitting now. | mean our best country is two kilometres away down on
the river flats.

And that’s down on the ....... ?
At the end of the Greenwood Road.
That’s the west side is it?

Yes, that’s the west side. To put it in perspective here you're 15 kilometres from
the ocean and that is the Moore River flood plain down there so, in the 99 floods
from here, you could see the water down there.

The Moore River flood plain will carry a fair bit of silt | presume?

Yes. Over the years it's built up so there’s some very good country. A lot of the
coastal country there is good sand country, there but it requires fertiliser and trace
elements and such like.

Trace elements are an issue, are they?

Yes, well, you know in all farming it requires them and the right fertilisers. This
country requires fertiliser, but even on our farm here, like we've got this high block
here, this country is not as lush as what is down on the flats but then we can grow
good oaten hay.

| spent a few years in the goldfields and one of the areas | used to look after was
Esperance.

| always remember the Esperance Land Development Company. They’'ve made
their fortune on identifying the trace elements that were required because you
couldn’t grow a thing out there until they solved that problem.

That'’s right.
This country would be similar | suppose?
Yes, | think it was, but now it’s really productive land.



Doug
Greg
Doug
Greg
Doug
Greg
Doug
Greg
Doug
Greg

Doug
Greg

Doug
Greg

Doug
Greg

Doug

Greg

Doug
Greg

Doug
Greg
Doug
Greg
Greg

So, you ran cattle?

Yes.

And what about cropping?

Only for our own use. We cropped for hay.

And what about now? Do you still do the same?

Yes, still doing the same. Probably more so now.

Now, you’ve been involved with the Shire of Gingin, haven’t you?
Yes.

Tell me a little bit more how you got involved.

With the Shire. In 1995 | decided to stand for election for Councillor. which | did
and in ‘95 | was elected a Councillor. | spent 10 years on the Council. | came up
for re-election two or three times, | think one extra time because there was a
change in the Local Government Act and | eventually became Shire President in
1999 and | was Shire President until | retired from Council in 2005.

Right, well that’s a fair stint?

Yes, | did 10 years. | was Deputy President | think in '96 or '97. | think it might
have been early '97 because the Deputy President at the time had to retire
because of his work commitments. So, | became Deputy President sort of mid-
term which is relatively unusual, because usually you’re elected at the new
Council after the elections. Anyhow, so | came in as Deputy President mid-term
and then in '99 | was elected President.

Why did you stand for Council?

| just felt that with the property that we owned and | felt that | thought | had
something to offer as a Councillor. | stood for Council and | enjoyed it. | wouldn’t
have missed it for anything and | think in a way, it probably gave me back
something of my old commercial experience. | think that helped me a lot in being
a Councillor and | think that made me enjoy it.

Yes, you would have had some commercial insights to add, wouldn’t you?

It's not a job that you get much thanks for, but even so | enjoyed it and | wouldn’t
have missed it.

| think it’s one of those jobs as my grandmother used to say ‘you're always never
right’?

No. That’s right. Actually, | remember when our first grandchild was born, Katie,
and my daughter said ‘what do you want to be called like grandpa’? and | said
‘look love, I'm the Shire President. I've been called everything. | don’t really mind’.

‘Everything but a Christian’.

Unfortunately, our first grandchild Katie is severely disabled and she can'’t talk so
she never could call me anything.

Oh dear. Well she probably thinks of you as something nevertheless?
That’s right. No, she’s severely disabled.

What do your grandchildren generally call you?

Grandpa.

Yes. We have five grandchildren.

® This is an old saying in such circumstances.



Doug

Greg

Greg

Doug
Greg

Doug
Greg

Doug
Greg
Greg
Doug
Greg
Greg

Doug
Greg
Doug
Greg
Doug
Greg

Now, you were obviously involved with the Shire for 10 years - probably a little
more. What events of significance occurred during that time?

Well, I've actually given a bit of thought to that. Because on your list | can see it
was one of the questions and I've made a few notes probably not in any particular
order.

But some of the things that stick in my mind were the Gravitational Wave
Observatory - actually bringing that into being - you know, making it happen. |
mean that took a lot of effort on the Shire’s behalf as well as the University of WA.

And lobbying State Government. It could have easily fallen over without the
Shire’s input and that would have been a great loss to WA, | think. | remember our
involvement as a Shire in getting the support by basically prodding the State
Government into helping the University to make it happen. | was fortunate to be
one of the dignitaries at the opening, along with the University Chancellor and the
Premier and a number of other people so that was something that sticks in my
mind.

Another one is the Indian Ocean Drive or the Lancelin to Cervantes Coast Road
as it was really called then because that was the missing piece of road works.

Yes, | have driven it.

Well that piece of land from Lancelin to Cervantes goes through the Defence
Training Area and the Defence Training Area over the years, have been
absolutely pedantic in not having any interaction with their land. That was their
land and they weren’t going to let go of it.

A set of circumstances came up the year after | got on Council, where the
Defence Training Area had to be re-proclamated by the Shires that it affected -
which was Gingin and Dandaragan - and as a Council, we decided to refuse and
eventually by and with Dandaragan Shire’s support we eventually got the Defence
Department into a position where it could progress to some sort of an agreed
alignment, which is the general alignment that it takes now. That’s why it is a long
way from the coast to start with and then comes back in towards the ocean.

Yes, | noticed that.

That encompasses the main area of the Defence Training Area although there is
still some of the Defence Training Area on the east side of the road, but they don'’t
use that. That that went on for years so that was a big issue.

Right, but you had a win?

Yes, eventually.

Yes, eventually with the Indian Ocean Drive.

So we've dealt with the Defence realignment then?
Yes. There were a lot of people involved in that.

All the Councillors and also the other Shires - the Dandaragan Shire - so it was a
joint effort between Gingin and Dandaragan that we really made the thing happen.

Who was your Shire Clerk then?

The Shire Clerk in all those negotiations was Simon Fraser.
So, he would have played a significant role?

He played a significant and a very effective role in that.

So what else happened then?

A couple of other things.
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The new medical centre that was built in Gingin. There previously was a medical
centre that wasn’t suitable and the building had structural problems. We had to
decide on a site for the new medical centre and we had to acquire some land,
which we did and the medical centre was built. The land that was acquired also
had spare land which ultimately became where the CRC is, so that was a good
effort for Council doing that.

During the time | was there, the swimming pool came to fruition. Again, that was
a big community effort because there were quite a few people against it but
eventually it was built. The sale yards for the selling of stud livestock which is -
you've probably seen it - up near the Rec Centre there they were established.

Do they still sell livestock there?

Yes. They have an Annual Bull Sale there. Probably not used as much as what it
was hoped it would be used, but it was only ever for stud livestock so it served its
purpose.

| guess one of the biggest things that happened when | was on Council - and |
probably should have dealt with that first - was appointing a new CEO. When |
first got on Council, the CEO that was there at the time that | became on Council,
Alan Hortin, had resigned and we had to appoint a new CEQ. The Shire President
at the time, Maurie Moller, was in charge of the selection process and | was
involved in the committee of Council that did a lot of the leg work for the
appointment of the CEO and | think collectively, the Council made a very good
decision and in appointing the new CEO.

| bet your commercial experience would have been valuable there?
Yes, | think it probably helped.

Another thing that occurred while | was Shire President, | introduced or proposed
to the Council, that we introduce what we call the Forum Process which they still
use and a number of other Local Governments use it. What the Forum is, is
actually a forum for Council to meet and while it is not an official Council meeting,
but more to perhaps get direction on certain issues that Council needs to look at.
So, it's a more of an informal type of a discussion-making process but it's not a
decision-making process as such. So, the Forum might come up with a proposal
that perhaps would then go back to Council staff to put up as a Council proposal
that would then go to Council meeting for proper democratic vote.

Yes, so you did your homework in other words?

Yes, and | proposed that and in fact a number of other - almost all other -
Councils now use the Forum Process in some form even. Gingin has changed it
slightly from what we first did but actually, myself, | received an award from the
Department of Local Government for introducing it and that was one of the
reasons for that.”

Yes so, I'm quite proud of that because it was something that helped and | think it
still works. I think they call it the Concept Forum now.

But it gets people involved doesn't it?

It does. It helps Councillors to sort of deliberate. They don’t have to make a
decision, but they can air it and give the staff some direction before it becomes a
formal proposal that’s got to go through due process of Council.

| guess the other thing is the road construction. While | was there, we did some
major road works really on a contract basis for the Main Roads Department. One

7 Mr Morton received a Distinguished Service Award which recognised his professional approach to the
leadership role with the Shire of Gingin.
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of them was the Military Road, where the Gravitational Wave Observatory was.
The Main Roads Department contracted the Gingin Shire to do it so the Shire did
it and made a profit but it’s not looked on now as being favourable Shires doing
road work on a commercial basis. | think that's a shame myself, but | can
understand why that’s happened.

We did some major road construction work with Main Roads Department. There
was the Military Road and the Mogumber West Road and | think as a result of
them, those particular road works, the Shire was in a position to have first class
equipment for such work.

Well it has a spin-off doesn’t it? You not only get good gear but you also develop
the expertise, don’t you?

Yes. Anyhow that | think was important at the time to me. That’s just some of the
issues. There were many issues over six years or over 10 years and the same as
I’'m sure the current Council grapple with the issues that come up now.

Yes. One of the people | interviewed was Robert Brodie-Hall.
You nod there. You know Robert, do you?

Yes and he was a Councillor for some years too.

Yes, | know. He was for nine years | think.

Did you coincide on Council?

No. No, we were never together on Council. No, | was after him.
| know Robert was very involved with the British Car Day.
That’s right.

It still goes on doesn’tit ?

Yes. He does a magnificent job and | think he really almost single-handedly
organised them.

Yes, he must have done. | think the CRC deal with it now?
Yes.
But he must have done most of it?

Yes, he did a lot and really the Shire assisted but he set the direction and made it
happen.

Yes, it's funny isn’t it how individuals make a difference though and you would
have been the same I'm sure?

Yes, that’s right.

So what other projects were you involved with at the Shire? There’s a nice new
Shire office there | notice?

Yes, extensions to the Shire. | think they were done before | was on the Council
from memory. There were many projects in all the coastal towns and in Gingin,
Granville, and so on but they're just some of the ones that got highlighted but
there’s probably dozens of others that didn’t.

Yes, Gingin’s a very pretty place. | love that Granville Park and the waterwheel
and everything.

Just one thing that I'd put on record about the Shire of Gingin, it is very different
than say, a Shire of Moora or Katanning or something similar because Gingin is
so close to Perth that a lot of the people that work in the Shire live in Perth. Like a
lot of the market gardeners they come up each day from Perth to work.



Greg

Doug
Greg

Greg

Doug
Greg

Doug
Greg
Doug
Greg
Doug
Greg
Doug

Greg
Doug
Greg
Doug
Greg
Doug
Greg

Doug
Greg

Doug
Greg
Doug

Greg

And a lot of people that work in Gingin also live in Perth. Some of the Shire staff
live in Perth.

So, they drive in and drive out?

Drive out. And being that Gingin’s so close to Perth you haven’t got that same
community of spirit that you might have in a town which is more isolated.

And then of course with the Gingin Shire, it's with the coastal towns at Guilderton,
Seabird, Ledge Point, Lancelin, and then all the rural residential estates. It is not
an easy Shire to manage.

It's very dispersed isn’t it?

Yes, and to try and fairly allocate the resources across that whole area and, so, it
is different.

Yes. Roads would be a major issue | presume?
Yes.

It was originally a Roads Board was it?

Yes.

When did it become a Shire do you know?

No, | couldn’t tell you off the top of my head.

Fair enough. The old Roads Boards they did a good job but it outgrew them didn’t
it really?

It did.

So, you married and had children and now you’ve got grandchildren?
Yes.

How many have you got?

We have five grandchildren.

And they’re all in Perth are they or where?

No. Well no, two of our grandchildren - James’s two - they live up here and they
go to Primary School in Gingin, but Lachlan the eldest one is nhow going to school
at Mindarie and buses down each day to Peter Moyes College. Ella our
granddaughter, she still goes to Gingin and James’s wife Kim is a teacher at the
school in Gingin.

So, she drives them in does she?

No, well, Ella can go in on the school bus just the same as our kids went on the
school bus, but some days Kim drives her in depending on her commitments.

Those school buses are terrific aren’t they, | reckon?
Yes.
They really are.

Right, now, people. You’ve mentioned a few, but can you think of people that
have had an influence on you and your life?

Yes, well certainly my parents had a big influence on me. Very definitely. | had a
happy childhood and was well looked after and | had great respect for both my
parents. My hobbies my father always supported and my mother did too. And my
uncles at the farm - particularly my uncle who | ended up farming with - had
influence. And Malcolm Steinberg the Managing Director of the Leisure and Allied
Industries | think he had a great influence on me and my commercial experience.
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Yes.
And my wife of course.
Yes, of course.

And | guess my children they were an influence because | became involved with
their sports and interests.

Talking about people, just taking me back to your school days, were there any
people there when you were a child at school in Scarborough for example that
made an impression on you? A smile on your face there?

I’'m just trying to think. No. | mean | had my best mates like everybody does but
no | don’t recall. | don’t recall any of my teachers as having any particular
significance. No.

Right, well that could be a good thing of course?
Yes.

Well, is there anything you’d like to add before we wrap up because we’ve about
covered everything?

No, | don’t think so but I'd just say | do think the history of the Shire’s terribly
important. | know for our part with our family involvement, particularly on my
mother’s side, we’'ve made an attempt particularly with one of my sisters, to do a
reasonable family tree and get a handle on where everybody came from and what
everybody did.

And also, on my father's side we’ve done the same - particularly military service
history which I'm interested in - we’ve done that for both my father and my
grandfather. | think it's important for the wider Shire probably, the more people
that are interviewed, whether the information’s ever going to get used or not you
don’t really know but at least it’s on record.

| often come up with thoughts that | wish I'd discussed with my eldest uncle,
Alistair, who | haven’t even mentioned until now, because he was never really at
the farm. He had a plantation in Carnarvon but he was here since he was born.
But he was gone from the farm before | came here, so | didn’t associate him as
much with the farm, but he knew so much more about what happened way back
and | probably regret not having a historian having interviewed him, because his
knowledge was priceless.

You say he has a plantation? Does he grow bananas?
Yes, he grew bananas and then other vegetables. He was a very interesting man.
He sounds like it.

But he was born here and he was one of the early ones. You see of the Edwards
family, there were 14 children 13 of which survived into adulthood.

That’s quite an achievement?

Yes, it is and the only one that died young it was an absolute freak accident. He
was in the old mudbrick house at Woodlands, sitting at the table at breakfast time
during a heavy rain storm and the rain somehow from the roof had got into the
mudbrick wall and the mudbrick wall collapsed on him.

On the table. I’'m not sure how old he was.

What was his name?

His name was Samuel. Samuel Edwards.

| think he may have only been five or six so that was really the only accidental
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death on the farm - touch wood - but that was just a freak accident.
It would be.

An interesting family the Edwards family.

Oh indeed. Indeed, they are, yes.

Well is there anything you’d like to add?

No, | don’t think so.

Are you sure?

Not that | can think of off-hand.

Alright well, if you think of something later let me know and we can either do an
additional recording or we can add some notes to the transcript.

Okay, that’s fine.

Alright so the drill now is then I'll take this away, we’ll do a written transcript and
I'll get you to check it over. Okay?



