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NOTES TO THE READER ON INTERPRETATION OF THIS TRANSCRIPT 
 
Readers of this oral history transcript need to be aware that it is not a strictly verbatim 
transcript of the words as spoken during the interview that was conducted in the form of a 
natural conversation between the interviewer and the person being interviewed. Some minor 
changes have been made to facilitate the flow of the document. 
 
Much of what is said in such interviews relies upon the accuracy of the memory of the person 
being interviewed and readers should bear this in mind and judge for themselves how factually 
accurate the material is. The interviewer has sought to clarify or verify facts and statements 
made during the interview where this seemed appropriate. 
 
The views and opinions expressed within the transcript are those of the person expressing 
them in the interview. 
 
Please refer to the notes on the following page to aid interpretation of the transcript. 
 
Note 1  
 
The recording runs for a total of 58 minutes over three tracks. 
 
Note 2 
 
Where the interviewer has used words such as ‘Yes’, ‘Right’ or ‘OK” as an encouragement, but 
not as anything else then these words have not been transcribed unless they are relevant for the 
context. Commonly used habitual phrases have also been deleted from the transcript.  
 
Note 3 
 
The interviewer has inserted occasional words (which are not in the original recording) into the 
transcript in order to clarify the context of what was being said. These words are shown in the 
form  they would say  .  
 
Note 4 
 
Where a sentence has a series of dots in the text such as ……… this indicates that the speaker 
paused, the recording was not clear enough to transcribe accurately what was said or the 
following speaker interrupted what was being said. 
 
Note 5 
 
The interviewer is referred to as ‘Doug’ in the transcript and to the subject speaker is referred to 
as ‘Betty’ as appropriate. 
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INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPT 
 

Speaker Text 

Doug My name is Doug Ayre, the date is the 27th of September 2018 and I’m 
interviewing Betty Bonser at her home in Lancelin on behalf of the Gingin Resource 
Centre for the Shire of Gingin Oral History Project.  Betty, if I may call you Betty? 

Doug Let’s start with when and where you were born. 

Betty I was born the 13th of May 1930 at King Edward Hospital. 

Doug So how old does that make you? I shouldn’t ask a lady. 

Betty 88.  

Doug You look pretty good on it.  So, King Edward you were born, were you? 

Betty Yes, Subiaco. 

Doug Where were you brought up then? 

Betty In Perth, in Brisbane Terrace that’s just off Lake Street between William Street and 
Brisbane Street.  There were three streets named ‘Brisbane’. There was Brisbane 
Terrace, Brisbane Place and Brisbane Street. 

Doug And, of course, there’s a Brisbane Hotel?  

Betty Yes, that was in Brisbane Street. 

Doug Where did you go to school? 

Betty Highgate. 

Doug East Perth? 

Betty In Bulwer Street. Just off - it’s on Bulwer Street there and the school is still there. 

Doug What was the name of the school? 

Betty Highgate State School. 

Doug It was a Primary School was it? 

Betty Mmm primary. It was only infants to primary and then when you left there on sixth 
grade, you went to either - I went to East Perth Girls the new one that was built in 
East Perth which eventually became a Police Headquarters.  

Doug I know  it. It’s at the top of the hill there isn’t it? 

Betty Yes, that’s it. 

Doug So that was a Girls High School, was it? 

Betty Yes, that was East Perth Girls High School and that’s when I went. 

Doug It’s a very imposing building to this day isn’t it? 

How many kids went there then? 

Betty I’m not sure but it was all girls. There were no boys there because they had a boy 
and a girl school just off William Street that was. I can’t think. My two sisters went 
there when they had to go to High School. 

Doug So, you went to High School. Did you do anything after High School, school-wise? 

Betty Yes. Mum took me out of High School when I was 14 and I went and did catering. I 
was waitressing. 

Doug Who did you work for? 

Betty Cabin Tea Rooms opposite Boans, in Murray Street. 

Doug I remember Boans. 



Betty Yes, well that was Cabin Tea Rooms which was opposite Boans and there was 
Charlie Carters which was next door. 

Doug How did you get around in those days? Did you walk everywhere? 

Betty Walk, yes. 

Doug So you walked to school and you walked to work? 

Betty Yes, because my parents never had a car and there were seven children in our 
family and we all walked everywhere. Dad was only a barman, or a yardman and 
that was it. He never had a profession because he was in the First World War and 
he was shot in the leg at Pozieres in France. 

Doug When was that – 1917 was it? 

Betty Yes. 

Doug So he had a permanent limp, did he? 

Betty Yes. I asked mum, I said ‘why does dad limp’? I was only about seven or eight I 
suppose and she said ‘he was wounded in the First World War in Pozieres in 
France’ and then he was in the Australian Army and that was it. He came out from 
England on a boat and he joined the Australian Forces out here.  Dad was 13 
years older than mum. 

Doug He came out as a migrant from England, did he? 

Betty Well I think he worked on a ship. 

Doug He was a crewman on a ship? 

Betty Crewman on a ship, I think. A steward or whatever you call them and that was it. 

Doug And what did your mum do then? How did she come to be here? 

Betty Mum came out at 18 with her mother and her grandmother - mum’s mother. Mum’s 
father I don’t know - all I know was he died in England and grandma remarried and 
mum was by the first marriage. She had three brothers and a sister so there was 
five of them and then when grandma remarried - because she had five other 
children and mum was the baby of the family. She was three - she was put into a 
care home, you know - they did that in those days - into a home for children – a 
children’s home. She was there until she was 14 and then she was taken out and 
put to service. 

Doug Yes, as so many did. This was in England? 

Betty That was in England. 

Doug So, your father came out to Australia as a crew member on a boat and how did he 
come to settle here - can you remember or do you know? 

Betty I’m not sure, but I think that he boarded at a house and then he worked. Well as far 
as  know. I don’t know really. I’m not sure of his life but because he was, as I said, 
a lot older than mum. 

Betty Dad was a very reserved quiet type of man and that’s just the way Dad was and he 
come from a family of 12 children - six boys and six girls. 

Doug They had large families in those days, didn’t they? 

Betty They did. Well they never had the Pill. 

Doug No, that is true but also, of course, they used to lose a lot, didn’t they? 

Betty Yes, they did and I always remember when I was about seven or eight that I met 
one of dad’s brothers Uncle Albert. He never married but I remember him having  a 
glass eye. He lost one eye and he had a glass eye and he lived with us for a while   
when he came back, at home. I don’t know where he worked or anything but he 



used to live with us. Mum had a room for him where he stayed with us in Brisbane 
Terrace. We lived in Brisbane Terrace - that was just the way Mum was - looked 
after him. And they used to have families, you know. She had a half-brother 
because grandma remarried an Edwards in England and mum was the youngest 
and she come out here on the boat. They didn’t land in Fremantle they landed in 
Albany because Fremantle didn’t really have a port then. This was in 1918 and 
they didn’t have a proper port for a boat to land passengers. 

Doug In 1918 they went to Albany.  Who are we talking about here? 

Betty My mother. 

Doug She went to Albany. Tell me what was your father’s name? 

Betty Walter. Walter Wintle. 

Doug I’ve met your brother of course? 

Betty Yes, Ron Wintle. 

Doug What was your mum’s name? 

Betty Elsie Maud Richeson. She was born in 1900. 

Doug And your father was born when? 

Betty 1888. 

Doug So, he was a bit older than she was? 

Betty He was 13 years older than her. 

Doug 1888 sounds a long time ago doesn’t it?  So that’s your family and you grew up in 
Brisbane …. 

Betty Terrace. 

Doug Terrace, and went to school in Highgate. 

Betty That’s right. 

Doug What activities did you have in Perth? What did you do with yourself? 

Betty I started ballet at three years. Mum put me to ballet and then I went to dancing 
school when I was about six and I left at 12. Then I started skating down at the 
‘Blue Room’ in William Street and then we – Banks’s owned, leased, the Blue 
Room. Upstairs was the skating rink and downstairs was a sort of a ballroom like 
for dancing. Adult dancing, ballroom dancing I should say and that was it.   

I was working, at the Cabin Tearooms when I was 14 and I worked  as a waitress. I 
used to serve all the elderly people that used to come in because a meal was only 
2/6d or something like that and I used to wait on the tables. I used to walk home 
and walk there - everything - because you only had the trams. You had to walk 
down to Newcastle Street on the corner of Newcastle and William and that’s where 
you caught the ‘22 Tram’. It took you into town and you got off at Murray Street and 
walked to work. 

Doug The trams were pretty good though I gather  

Betty Yes, they were.  They used to run in Beaufort Street and they were 18 and 19 – the 
numbers – and, of course, they used to have the trolley buses in St. George’s 
Terrace and they used to run out to Claremont and that sort of thing. So that was 
just the way it is. 

Doug Why did you choose to get involved in skating? 

Betty Well because I was a tap dancer and I was always very good at aerobics and I was 
very good at what they call adagio. There was an older girl, 17, Myra Bickley her 
name was and she used to help hold me up in the air and everything like that. I had 



a photo of that at my age - I was five, I think five or six. Someone stole the photo. 

Betty Yes. And different things like that and I remember I was 13 when I knitted my first 
jumper. And I was very good at sewing. I used to make all my own clothes. I used 
to make them all right up till a couple of years back and because most of the dress 
shops had closed, the fabric shops and you couldn’t buy what you required. You 
could only buy material at Myers and Boans and, of course, now even what’s that 
place closing down now? There’s a big place closing down now. He’s closing all his 
shops because they’re not getting the sales and that. Just the way it is.  

But what I did was. when I left the Cabin Tea Rooms, I started at Webb and Webb 
Studios. That was in Hay Street and I started printing. 

Doug This is photographic work? 

Betty Yes, photographic work and then the money wasn’t there, 10 shillings a week that’s 
all you got. Mum was fairly firm with us. I got and she took 10 shillings and she 
gave me 2/6d and I had to do everything with that. But that was the way Mum was 
bought up. She lived in a home until she was 14 so that’s the reason why they get 
very hard and, believe it or not, I always reckon the Poms were very hard. 

Betty Well they are, you know and the Australians are so totally free and easy. It’s the 
way we are with our attitude towards people - other people - and that’s just the way 
we are and I think it’s a good way to be. 

Doug    So you got involved in skating.  You started with roller skating, did you? 

Betty Yes.  

Doug And then did you progress to ice skating? 

Betty I did a little bit of ice skating because I was married. I met my husband when I was 
17 and we started going out together and we were married - I was married - at 20. 
Mum and Dad never had money very much and my husband paid for the wedding. 
Just the way we were and we battled on and that. Previous to that, before I  
married and while I was going out with my husband, I left ‘Webb and Webb’ and I 
went to ‘Ruskin Studio’. I was 17 then and Ruskin’s Studio was in Murray Street 
opposite ‘Bairds’. Remember Bairds? 

Betty No, but any rate it was opposite Bairds. When I was there I did the colouring. I was 
a colourist. And then my sister that’s four years younger than me, Evelyn, she was 
working at ‘Goode, Durrant and Murray’ which was in Palmerston Street on the  
sewing machines and, of course, I could do it. I could work a sewing machine any 
rate and the money rate was under Federal wages so you got good money and I 
always went where I could get good money.   

So, I left Ruskin Studios and went as a machinist in the tailoring section and I used 
to make men’s vests and that sort of thing for suits and I left there to get married. 

Doug So, this is one of the reasons why you make clothes then? 

Betty Yes. I used to make all my husband’s shirts and that sort of thing. I could show you 
- I’ve got two suits that I made in the cupboard I haven’t worn for a long time - but I 
was very good professional-wise making suits and I used to make all his shirts 
because he was a fairly big man. 

Doug In those days if people wanted a suit, they had one made I presume did they? 

Betty They either bought one ‘off the hook’ or you went to a tailor. 

Doug So you could buy them off the shelf then, could you? 

Betty Oh yes, because actually working for Goode, Durrant and Murray all our suits were 
stock and that was it. 

Doug So, they’d take a stock suit and they would change it to fit somebody I presume, 



would they? 

Betty Well, the company you gave all the suits to - like they bought them and everything - 
and the suits were just three-piece suits they were. 

Doug I understand. What did you do with your skating then? Where did that take you? 

Betty Actually, they wanted us to go to Singapore. It was not long after the war and my 
mother wouldn’t let me go because I was only 17 and Mum was very strict in lots of 
ways and I didn’t go.  

I couldn’t find the all the theatre programs that I had. They must be put away 
somewhere. I went through a lot of boxes to find them but I haven’t come across 
them yet. But it’s like everything else Doug, you put things away and you forget that 
you’ve had them. 

Doug Yes, but one day you’ll find them.  

Betty That’s true. Very true. 

Betty We did quite a few shows. We did one on the Tivoli I showed you the flyer for the 
Tivoli Theatre there. We were called the Six Flying Askells and we had a complete 
show at the Tivoli Theatre. 

Doug And that was roller skating? 

Betty Roller skating. All roller skating. 

Doug So how long, how many years, did you do roller skating work then? 

Betty From the time I was 12 until I was 20.  

Doug Quite a long time then? 

Did you go anywhere else apart from The Tivoli? 

Betty Yes, we went down to Scarborough where they had a rink. The one on the leg1 
here - Earl Osborne his name was - he was Australian and there he is there. That’s 
when we were in the Six Flying Askells - that show. 

Doug That’s that photograph with him in the middle? There were quite a few of you then? 

Betty Yes.  That was at The Tivoli Theatre. 

Betty That’s him there. He was the organiser and he was a skater too. Earl Osborne his 
name was and he did a lot of acrobatics with me and that was just one program we 
did on that. We did one at Scarborough one weekend and we used to get paid but 
not much. As well I worked at Goode, Durrant and Murray. I worked there until 20. 
Until I got married. 

Doug So, you worked and you skated at the same time then? 

Betty Oh yes. Worked. We skated of a night time and worked through the day from 
seven thirty, quarter to eight, in the morning until five. 

Doug That was your day job, and, in the evening you are skating? 

Betty We had to be at the theatre at a quarter to seven and we didn’t finish till half past 
ten or eleven o’clock at night. 

Doug Long days, weren’t they? 

Betty Oh yes, you worked. 

Doug Yes, I bet you did. Alright so, when did you marry? 

Betty 30th of June 1950.  

 
1 Referring to a photograph. 



Doug That was in Perth? 

Betty Yes.  

Doug How did you meet your husband? 

Betty Skating. He was three years older than me. I was 17 and he was 20, but I look at it 
this way, he was a fine man, big man. We got married in the Registry Office 
because his side were Catholics and, of course, my mother was strict Church of 
England.  She always used to say if you went out with a boy ‘find out what religion 
he is’, because that was Mum.  

She read the Bible every night and you know how it was? I remember my husband 
before we were married - something he dropped - he said ‘oh Christ Almighty’ and I 
said ‘oh, don’t say that’. He said ‘why’? I said ‘that’s one of the Ten 
Commandments - thou shalt not take the Lord’s name in vain’. And he looked at 
me and I said ‘and don’t say it in front of my Mum, she’ll hit the roof’. 

Doug Well people were like that weren’t they? 

Betty Yes, Mum was like that. Mum was very, very much like that. 

Doug So, you avoided the religious problem by getting married in a Registry Office? 

Betty Oh yes. 

Doug What was your husband’s name? 

Betty His full name was Maitland James Bonser. But he went as ‘Mick’. He was one of  
twins. He had a twin sister. She was a lovely person but she passed away and he 
would have been 90. I’m 88 so he would have been 91 now. He’s been gone 16 
years. 

Betty He was very community minded.  He did a lot for Lancelin and he did a lot for 
Ocean Farm. He’s got his name on the Honour Board out there and he did a lot 
here. But mainly he did a lot for Ledge Point and we were only discussing it last 
night, that they never gave him the recognition for what he did.  

Doug Right.  Well let’s see if we can change that a bit then.   

How did you come here? You were married in Perth, how did you come to be living 
at Lancelin or Ledge Point then? 

Betty Well what happened was that my husband worked for Peter’s Ice Cream when we 
were living in Scarborough. Previous to that we lived in a little unit type of thing in 
Claremont and I had Gary there. He was 10 months old and then houses were very 
hard to get in the ‘50’s. And what happened was my husband got a job log-hauling 
in Toodyay for Industrial Extracts and then I fell pregnant with Michael and we lived 
in Toodyay for two years and then got transferred to Perth.   

We got a Housing Commission home in Scarborough and we went there because I 
didn’t like Toodyay. It just was so backward. It was very backward there you know - 
your bath water and your washing up water - and you didn’t have a proper toilet 
flushing, you had a you know a pan out the back. It was so many things and so 
when we were offered the house I said ‘come on, we’ll go’ and we went back there. 

Before we were married, he was a shearer. He did a lot of shearing up north and 
that sort of thing. But anyway, he used to go away shearing and then come home 
and I had the two boys. And then he got a job with Peter’s Ice Cream. 

Doug So he got the job with Peter’s Ice Cream? 

Betty He was very good driving the truck - top of the sales he got and that - so they 
wanted him to shift to open a depot in Northam. but he used to deliver to one of the 
shops in the main street there - a deli it was – and Nick Fuller said to him ‘What 
about you taking the lease over for the shop? You would live upstairs so you don’t 



have to pay any rent or anything. If you’re quite happy to lease it I’m quite happy to 
lease it to you’.  So, we took it over. 

Doug What was the name of the place? 

Betty It was Mick Hill’s Deli. 

Doug Mick Hill’s? 

Betty Yes. It belonged to him. Well he didn’t own it but he leased it to my husband. 

Doug Okay, so he leased it? 

Betty Yes, to my husband for two years. Any rate I fell pregnant before we shifted up 
there. I had the two boys and a daughter and then when I went up to Northam and I 
was pregnant in the shop. I worked in the shop and lived upstairs and I had Mark in 
the Saint John of God’s Hospital there.  

We were there for two years and then what happened, we moved down to 
Wundowie and Mick leased the supermarket there. And then we left there after a 
couple of years and we went to a farm. We leased out on the farm there and of 
course I said to my husband  - the owner’s son, step-son, who was running it, he’s 
passed away now - but I said ‘don’t trust him. I don’t trust him. I really don’t’ and 
I’ve got a sort of a sixth sense with trusting people. 

Doug So, you’re saying this to your husband ‘don’t trust the step-son’? 

Betty Yes. I said ‘don’t trust him, there’s something about him that I don’t trust’ and that 
sort of thing and then 12 months later he said ‘you know, you’re right’ and that. I 
can normally sum up people and that sort of thing. 

Betty And it is just the way I am, you know. 

Doug How long were you on the farm then? 

Betty Only 12 months. 

Doug After the farm where did you go? 

Betty From there we went into back into Northam and we bought an old weatherboard 
house there and he took over the Golden Fleece Drum Depot. He had that for a 
couple of years and he delivered fuel in the drums and he delivered fuel to the 
Golden Fleece service station in Northam. 

Doug They used to deliver it in drums to the farmers and that sort of thing? 

Betty Oh yes, he did. And my son, the eldest one, he worked down with his father doing 
the drums, filling the drums and all that sort of thing and that was just the way it is.  

And then he worked at the betting shop on the Saturdays. Because the drum depot 
was closed, he worked at the betting shop and that’s extra money too. I started the 
Asthma Foundation there and he joined the Lions Club and he became the 
President and then they moved him up to Zone Chairman. He was very high in the 
Lions Club and I ran the Lions hearing thing - a street appeal - and I got the Red 
Cross and one of the other community sporting people to handle the collection   
tins for the Lions and we put the tins into the R&I Bank which was in the main 
street. And then I ran the tennis club and the badminton club. I was captain of the 
badminton. I was a good badminton player. I was very good at sport and I got on 
very well. And I used to work at the canteen at school for the Primary School. 

Doug And this was all in Northam was it? 

Betty Yes, all in Northam  

Betty And the Aboriginal children would come to school and they’d always have a runny 
nose and do you remember the apples we used to have wrapped in green tissue 
paper? Well, I’d hand them out to them to blow their nose. 



Betty In the shop we had quite a few of the Aboriginal kids, people, would come in and 
my husband always what he did to them for them they had a camp just out of 
Northam where they all lived you and he said to one of them one day he said listen 
he said, instead of eating wrong food and rubbish he said, what about if you give 
me £10 I’ll buy a side of meat, I’ll supply all your groceries and your food and your 
bread and bring it out to the camp. And he did. He did that for the one Aboriginal 
first and then he ended up having about eight and they used to give him it was $10 
- dollars I think then. $10 or something and he’d get the side of meat off the butcher 
up the road and he’d have it all packed up with a loaf of bread and butter and 
vegetables and some fruit for the kids.  

Doug Alright. You were obviously heavily involved in the community in Northam? 

Betty Oh yes. 

Doug How long did you live in Northam? 

Betty I was just trying to think – 10 or 11 years. 

Betty We used to run cake stalls for the Lions and, you know, because the women 
weren’t invited to join then, but we did things like that for them because our 
husband was in the Lions, but now the women join Lions and they are part of the 
community. 

Doug They used to have what they would call a ‘women’s auxiliary’ and that sort of thing 
didn’t they? 

Betty That’s it exactly and I used to be like that and it was  just the way it was. I worked 
at the school and I worked at the High School on different days - you know what 
you do for your children? 

Doug When did you leave Northam? 

Betty What happened was my husband used to do hay carting as well.  He’d get up at 
four o’clock in the morning and stack hay on the back of the truck and take it to 
Perth at four o’clock and because Stramit’s – you know Stramit - they used to buy 
the hay and he’d take it down there and he would be paid for carting. 

Doug They were made into ceiling boards and this sort of thing? 

Betty Yes, that’s right and then, when we got enough money, we ended up buying a 
small property - not a property a house – it was a beach house actually in Ledge 
Point and we used to go over there on weekends just to take the kids over there. 

Doug Where was this from – Northam? 

Betty It’s from Northam to Ledge Point. 

Doug It’s quite a hike. 

Betty Yes. He’d close the depot when the kids finished school and I’d go down in the car 
and I would have sandwiches and drink for the kids to sit in the back on the way 
after they left school. We’d go over there for the weekend and we’d be back 
Sunday night back in Northam. 

Doug What were the roads like? 

Betty Pretty good. Ledge Point was a limestone road. You had no water - you got it from 
a tank. 

Doug You used rain water? 

Betty Yes, we had a rain water tank. 

Doug So, you had like a beach house? 

Betty Beach house yes and we did a lot to it. My husband and his mate - he was a 
builder by trade - and him and Mick used to work on weekends over there and build 



things and made a big difference. 

Doug Whereabouts was this house in Ledge Point? 

Betty In Ammon Avenue. 

Doug Right.  Is it still there? 

Betty No, they pulled the place down and put another thing there. I don’t know who 
bought it or anything because we’d already bought the farm out at Ocean Farm and 
we’d shifted out there. 

Doug I see. So, you had ……. 

Betty I had three boys cray fishing and that’s where that came in. My son Michael had 
just come back from Queensland with his mate and I didn’t even know he was back 
until he came back that day. And he got on his motorbike – because Gary the 
eldest son was using it - and he hit a brick wall and that killed him. 

Doug This was your youngest? 

Betty That was the second boy. 

Doug Right. What was his name? 

Betty Michael. 

Doug And he was killed on the motor bike, was he? 

Betty Yes, yes. 

Betty He always told me, he said ‘Mum if I ever die put my ashes at sea in Ledge Point’ I 
don’t know. Yet when I had - before I was married - we were down in Forrest Place  
in Perth to meet his Dad. He used to meet his Dad every Saturday. We weren’t 
married then and we’d meet, you know and he would have this elderly man with 
him as well - Pop Bonser - and he said to me ‘let me have a look at your hand’.  He 
looked at it and he said ‘you’ve got a long life.  See that line there? It goes from 
there to there.’2 

Doug That was your life line? 

Betty That was my life line and that’s my heart line. 

Betty And he picked my hand up like that and he looked at it and he said ‘you’re going to 
have four children but you’re going to lose one of them’. He wouldn’t tell me which 
one - he knew which one. He said ‘you’re going to lose one of them’. 

Doug How old was your son when he was killed then? 

Betty 19.  

Doug Oh, it’s no age is it? 

Betty No, but that’s just the way it was, you know, what it is. 

Doug So you had three boys cray fishing? 

Betty Mmm, over the years. 

Doug Over the years. So, let me just get this right.  You moved from Northam? 

Betty To Ledge Point. 

Doug To Ledge Point and did you live in Ledge Point? 

Betty Oh yes, 11 years.  

Doug Right, when did you move to Ledge Point then? 

 
2 Indicating a line on the palm of her hand. 



Betty 1968. 

Doug Right, ’68 and you were there for 11 years. Okay, but you also had a farm, did you? 

Betty No. Before we left Ledge Point Mick bought the small property - eight and a half 
acres it was - out at Ocean Farm. 

Doug Okay that’s where I’ve got the idea of a farm from. 

Betty Yes, well it was eight and a half acres and the house that we got, that was there  
had belonged to the estate - the people that owned  the development. It was the 
caretakers house and when we bought it we did a lot to the place. There was no 
guttering on the house and then he got it extended and that. We spent $25,000 out 
there on the place. 

Doug That was quite a lot of money in those days? 

Betty Yes, that was.  

Doug How long did you have the property at Ocean Farm then? 

Betty 20 years. 

Doug You moved from Lancelin to Ocean Farm, did you? 

Betty No, no. We moved from Ledge Point and went out to Ocean Farm. 

Doug Ledge Point, sorry. Right, I understand now. 

Betty And then my husband started the Progress Association out there like he did in 
Ledge Point. And he started the Fire Brigade out there like he did in Ledge Point.  
See, he did all this in Ledge Point. 

Doug So, tell me about what he did in Ledge Point then. 

Betty He started the Progress Association out there in Ledge Point - and the Fire Brigade 
- the Voluntary Fire Brigade. 

Betty Out of that, it is on the books, they built a Club House and then a Tennis Court. 
And he built all that. And I was Captain of the Ladies Tennis Club and the 
Badminton Club. I started the Badminton Club in Ledge Point.  

Nora Barrett and I we used to take the kids every Saturday morning for badminton 
and we also did the cleaning because there wasn’t much money around. And any 
rate my husband supplied all the brick sand for the club. Also, when it was all 
finished my they wanted someone to run it so he ran it. And he also supplied the 
money to stock the club you know with the cigarettes and the kegs. He went down 
and got the kegs all ‘gracias’ – free, but we got paid back for all everything. 

Doug So, he bought the beer and everything and got the place set up and paid for that 
and then the club paid him back over a period of time? 

Betty Yes. 

Doug Alright. Well he was obviously very involved?  

Betty Yes. 

Doug Now, I’d just like to continue talking about your husband.  What did he do to earn a 
living when you were in Lancelin? Sorry, you were in Ledge Point. 

Betty Ledge Point. 

Betty He started up his own earth-moving business and that’s what Kim Riley bought off 
him. 

Doug Right, because you talked about him giving them the sand and this sort of thing?  

Betty Yes, yes and he did the same for the sand at the Bowling Club. 



Betty Built the Bowling Club. He even lent his two tip trucks for them to use. 

Doug He had a number of vehicles, then did he? 

Betty Yes. 

Doug He must have been a fairly big operator, then was he? 

Betty He had two tippers, a front-end loader and a ‘dozer. 

Betty I used to drive the front-end loader sometimes. 

Doug Did you? 

Betty Yes. 

Doug Did you get to drive the tippers? 

Betty I’ve driven them but I didn’t have a licence. 

Doug I don’t want to know.  Needs must hey, Betty? 

Doug So when you went out to the farm what did he do there then? How did he earn a 
living there? 

Betty Oh, he retired. 

Betty Because he had a disability. His back was bad and that was it and he went on the 
pension because he was over 60 and that sort of thing. He had a beautiful big 
veggie garden and we just helped ourselves.  

Doug That was out at the farm was it? 

Betty Yes, out at Ocean Farm. 

Betty And he started the Fire Brigade out there and the Progress Association. 

Doug So how long did you live out at Ocean Farm then? 

Betty 20 years.  

Doug 20 years and how did you come to leave there? 

Betty He died.  

Doug Oh right. 

Betty He had a cancer. He had started off with bowel cancer and then he had lung and 
then went to the liver. Then it went to the brain and I used to take him down to 
Royal Perth Hospital every week for his chemo. 

Doug That was pretty extensive cancer then?  How old was your husband when he died? 

Betty 75. I was 72. 

Doug When he died is that when you left the farm? 

Betty I sold it. 

Doug 
 

So, you came to live then in Lancelin? 

Betty Yes, I built this house. 

Doug Right, you said to be near to the family so you had your boys, here did you? 

Betty Mark was down in Seabird and Gary was in Northam, Terri was in Perth and 
Michael had passed away. 

Betty And that was it  

Doug And your daughter was in Perth, was she? 

Betty Yes, she was in Perth. And Ron. Ron was in Ledge Point so he came - he loved 
Ledge Point because for one reason he used to come up to us before he was 



married and come and stay with us Ron did. Ron’s 15 years younger than me and 
then he decided to buy a block and built a house too. 

Doug I don’t know who was Ron? 

Betty My brother in Ledge Point. 

Doug Your brother, of course, yes. So, your brother Ron lives in Ledge Point and you live 
in Lancelin? 

Betty Mmm. 

Doug Okay so just to recap. You spent quite a few years in Ledge Point, didn’t you? 

Betty Yes, 11 year, and I’ve lived in between Ledge Point, Ocean Farm and here for 40 
years. 

Doug Well, you’ve got quite a nice house here I must say. 

Betty Yes, I’m quite happy with it. I’ve lived here alone you know. That’s just the way it is 
and I’m quite happy by myself. We used to play badminton at the CWA Hall - we 
started that up of an afternoon and we used to have a lot of fun. It was mixed and 
that sort of thing.3 

Doug Yes, so, you’re obviously involved in the Bowling Club because you’ve got your 
Bowling Club shirt on? 

Betty Yes, I’ve got my Bowling Club shirt on. 

Doug So, are you any good at bowls Betty? 

Betty Well, have you seen the plaques? 

Doug No. 

Betty Come here. 

Doug You’ve got quite a selection of trophies there so you’re obviously quite a capable 
bowler? 

Doug What else are you involved in Betty? 

Betty I go to do the collating and help out with the collating for the Coastal Courier. I do 
that once a month collating that and put all this together.  

Doug Oh, with collating it. I’m with you now. That’s the local magazine? 

Betty And what else? That sort of thing, any rate. 

Doug Fair enough. I picked up somewhere that you were involved in First Aid and 
Ambulance?  

Betty Oh, I did that too.  

Doug And that was where - in Ledge Point? 

Betty Ledge Point. Nora Barrett and I we were the first two ladies to do it . We did a First 
Aid course. We went down to Perth in the ambulance and that was it. 

Doug Alright. Well look, I think it’s now nearly eleven o’clock and you’ve obviously got 
other things to do. 

Betty Yes, well, my daughter she does work at home and you know and because my 
grandson is with her   - he’s off on holidays. 

Doug Your grandson. Alright so, look, I think that’s a good place to stop and then what 
we’ll do is we’ll put the transcript together and I’ll let you have a look and then when 

 
3 Betty later observed that she had been involved in the CWA for about 15 years having joined it about 20 years 

ago. They did concerts and a Christmas Pantomime for which she made most of the costumes for the girls. They 

also did a lot of catering. Her name is recorded on the Honour Board within the CWA Hall.  



we’ve been through it we can decide whether we need to have another session at 
it. 

 
 


