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Your Local Coordinator
is Susan Clark

Contact Details
Phone: 9575 1253 or 0418 691 957
Email: sipcc@gingin.net
In Person: Gingin CRC, 1a Lily King Pl, Gingin

Please note that Sue is only in office on Tuesdays and Thursdays but is
available via email throughout the week

“Drop into the CRC on Tuesdaysand Thursdays to chat about howyour skills can translate into paidwork supporting yourcommunity!”

How it works 
 Contact the Gingin Community Resource Centre to speak to
the Program Coordinator via

1.

phone:9575 1253 or 0418 691 957
email: sipcc@gingin.net
in person: At the CRC Office, 1a Lily King Place, Gingin.
Tuesdays and Thursdays 9 am to 2 pm or by
appointment.

Discussion on the who, what, where and when of the
services and support you are needing. You are encouraged
to bring along a family member or support person.

2.

Assistance through the ACAT (Aged Care Assessment Team)
Assessment process to receive a Home Care Package
through the Australian Government.

3.

Execution of the Home Care Agreement and other relevant
documents with lnCasa Country.

4.

 Completion of the clinical assessment in your home by a
local registered nurse.

5.

 Commencement and coordination of services using the
local workforce through the online Mable platform.

6.

Ongoing support and assistance to help you7.
       enjoy living happily and comfortably in

       your own home.

Gingin Staying in Place Initiative
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Gingin CRC recently hosted the 
DPIRD Agribusiness, Food and 
Trade Department for a Food & 
Beverage Sector Update. Local 
food and beverage operators 
were invited to attend this 
information session and the 
Gingin presentation was shared 
via Teams to various locations in 
the Wheatbelt. The session was 
also recorded. I’m happy to say 
we had a great response from 
locals in the sector and feedback 
is that the DPIRD presentation 
was a very informative.

As mentioned in our February 
issue Bronte and Heather have 
now moved on and we have 
Tasma and Lauren as new 
reception staff- making Naomi 
the `old hand` LOL.
Registration are going well for our 
Ester in the Park and the Gingin 
Rock ` N Arts Event. We have 
Warwick Trant commencing at 
4pm with Afterglow performing 
from 6pm at the March event 
and Afterglow are a great band 
to sing or dance along with. 
Chew Chew truck will also be 
attending as well as Gingin Gin 
and Northen Valley Fruit Pops 
so we hope to see you all there.
Easter Sunday morning in the 
Park is great fun and its so nice 
to see all kids running around 
Granville park with parents and 
grandparents in tow.  Be sure to 
register your children to ensure 
we have a map and pack for 
them on the day.
As always we hope to see you in 
the Centre, or at an event, soon.

Carrie Edwards
Manager

Alison McVee
Assistant Manager

Naomi brown
Community Service
Officer 
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Officer 
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Do you have a story or advert you would like to share? 
Perhaps you know of a special anniversary or birthday.
If you would like to submit an article, story or advertisement in the next edition 
of the Buzz, please email gcn@gingin.net by Friday 22nd March 2024.

Contents Page

6
Front Page 
Story 

9
Community
Groups

14
Sports  

20
Shire of 
Gingin

18
Gingin News 

26
Social Notes

G I N G I NG I N G I NBUZZBUZZ

5



Community Recovery Sundowner 
Front Page Story 

The Community Recovery Sundowner  was 
organised to thank all volunteer bushfire 
brigades, volunteer fire and rescue brigades, 
staff and community volunteers that assisted 
during the fires and storms in the Shire of 
Gingin in December and January and to 
check in on anyone affected by the fires and 
storms.

There was a lot of discussion in the community 
about how they could help so the Community 
Bank Gingin and Lancelin Board approved 
that the Board and Community Officer Linda 
Balcombe would coordinate the sundowner 
with the assistance of the community.  Cher 
from the Shire invited the agency’s that had 
been working with the community during the 
fires and after the fires to come along.

The Community Recovery Sundowner truly 
showcased the resilience and unity of the 
Gingin community. It was heartening to 
see people coming together to support one 
another and provide assistance to those in 
need. The opportunity to visit the Emergency 
Services Building and learn more about fire 
readiness was invaluable, as it helps to 
empower individuals and communities to be 
better prepared for future emergencies.

The presence of agencies such as the Red 
Cross, Department of Communities, and 
Disaster Recovery Australia was reassuring, 
as it ensured that those affected by the fires 
had access to support and resources. The 
willingness of these organizations to engage 
with the community and provide assistance 
demonstrates their commitment to helping 
those in need.

Shire President Wayne Fewster’s words 
of gratitude and pride for the community 
were deeply appreciated, as it served as a 
reminder of the strength and compassion 
that exists within Gingin. The dedication of 

the community members who volunteer their 
time to assist during fires and emergencies 
is truly commendable, and their efforts do 
not go unnoticed.

Overall, the Community Recovery 
Sundowner was a testament to the 
resilience, compassion, and unity of the 
Gingin community. It provided a platform for 
people to come together, share their stories, 
and offer support to one another. It is events 
like these that truly highlight the power of 
community and the importance of coming 
together in times of need.

Thanks to those listed below that donated 
money, assistance and goods for the 
evening. 

The Treasure Trove@Gingin, Andrea Vis 
and Mike Regan, The Gingin IGA Local 
Grocer, The Gingin Butchers, Cellarbrations 
Gingin, The Gingin CRC, Gingin Districts 
Community Financial Services Ltd and 
Community Bank Gingin and Lancelin

Nikki Woods the VFRS Captain, Martin 
Aldridge and Rob Kestel all assisted with 
the set up of the sundowner and Tiffany 
from Tiff’s Catering came in and cooked all 
the sausages and onions for the evening. 
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NO BYO
Alcohol

Afterglo w  -  6  p m - 9 p
m

in the 

March 15th 10am - 4pm
March 161th 10am - 9pm
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The Gingin Community Resource
Centre would like to make contact

with a local Occupational Therapist in
regards to working with us on the

Gingin Staying in Place project. 

Please make contact with the CRC
Manager Carrie Edwards on 9575 1253
or crc@gingin.net if you would like to

be involved in this wonderful
community initiative.

 
 

GINGIN PRIVATE PROPERTY RIGHTS GROUP INC 
 

                      Secretary 
      Heather Dewar 
 

   PH: 9575 2041 
 

PO Box 34, Gingin, WA, 6503 
shdewar@bigpond.com  

 
 

 

 

 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

GINGIN PRIVATE PROPERTY RIGHTS GROUP INC 

BENDIGO COMPLEX CLUB ROOMS 

NEW STREET  

GINGIN 

11th March 2024 

  7.30pm 

 
 
 

 
All property owners and individuals interested in protecting our Property Rights are 

welcome to attend. 
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Community Groups  

Gingin Playgroup 
Playgroup is back in full swing with 
membership for 2024 now open. We 
have our ‘Jiggle and Jam’ session on 
a Monday at 10.30am which is run by 
Rachael who loves sporting her tutu and 
dancing around to entertain the kids. 
Our Wednesday session organized by  
Anna-Lyse, from 9.30am has seen the 
following themes this month; Ocean, 
Dinosaur and Road Safety. During these 
activities we have had plenty of fun getting 
messy with paint, water play and a range of 
sensory play activities.

Sensory play is great for children to develop 
their range of senses including touch, smell, 
sight, sound and taste. When we create 
activities for the children, we like to make 
sure that it is taste safe. For example, we 
make our own playdough from flour, salt, 
cream of tartar, food coloring and water that 
way if the children do put it in their mouths 
for a nibble its completely safe to. Exploring 
our senses helps children to build cognitive 
skills and influences how they learn about 

their world. 

Join us in March for the following themes: 
Cleaning, Outside Adventure and Easter. 

Homemade 
Playdough

1 cup salt
2 cups plain flour
2 tablespoons oil

3 teaspoons cream of tartar
2 cups boiling water

Food colouring
Method

Combine ingredients, knead gently – then
play!

Storing playdough
When the kids have finished playing store

the playdough in a plastic bag inside an air-
tight container. If you have room store it in

the fridge to keep it fresh longer.

Gardening Group 
The first meeting of 2024 was held at 
Irene’s on a scorching hot day and planning 
is underway for the year ahead of us.
We will meet on the first Friday of the 

month, annual membership is $15, and we 
welcome all new members.
For any queries Irene can be contacted on 
0412 675 494

9



Red Cross

Gingin Arts & Crafts Group
**Calling All Creatives! Join the Gingin Arts 
and Crafts Community! **

Are you passionate about unleashing your 
creativity? Looking for a new hobby to  
explore? Or simply eager to connect with 
fellow art enthusiasts in Gingin? Look no 
further! The Gingin Arts and Crafts  
community is calling out to YOU!

Everyone is Welcome! ** Whether you’re a 
seasoned artist or just starting out, there’s 
a place for you in our community. Don’t be 
shy come as you are and let your creativity 
shine!

Join us today and discover the joy of  
creating art alongside like minded  
individuals. Simply pop down to the Art 
Centre on a Wednesday morning or visit our 
Facebook page (Gingin Arts Centre) to find 
out more in becoming a part of the Gingin 
Arts and Crafts family. We can’t wait to meet 
you and see what wonderful creations you’ll 
bring to our community! 

#GinginArtsandCrafts #CreativityUnleashed 
#ArtisticCommunity #AllAreWelcome

The Gingin Red Cross Unit, meet on the 
second Friday of each month. Meetings are 
held at 3 Horan Street (Lions Club) at 9am 
followed by a morning tea at 10am.

All are welcome to join us!
For any queries you may contact: 

Karyn 043 778 0406 
Felicity 0400 505 656. 
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Gingin Brook Catchment
Fire recovery Lennard Brook
The Gingin Brook Catchment Group’s 
thoughts are with the people in Gingin 
and Chittering who were impacted by the 
Bindoon Gingin fire in January this year.   
We hope the recovery process is going as 
smoothly and quickly as possible.

As well as farmland, bushland, including the 
riparian vegetation along part of Lennard 
Brook, was burnt. This part of the brook 
was looking very sad immediately after 
the fire. The good news is there are new 
shoots emerging from the base of some of 
the trees and rushes and sedges putting up 
new leaves along the banks of the brook.  

Unplanned fires can have some benefits for 
weed control activities in that they clear the 
ground and may kill some existing weeds. 
The fire can also stimulate new growth on 
some perennial weedy species, such as 
African Lovegrass, providing an opportunity 
to spray the fresh new growth when it is more 
susceptible to herbicides and therefore a 
better kill rate is likely.  Weed seed in the 
soil may also be stimulated to germinate 
en-masse so weed control following fires is 
important whenever possible.  

In the case of Lennard Brook, Gingin Brook 
Catchment Group had applied successfully 

last year for a grant to undertake weed 
control and revegetation this year on two 
properties on the Lennard Brook. Both of 
these are in the area impacted by the fire.  
This will mean, that unlike is often the case, 
advantage will be able to be taken of this 
unplanned burn in controlling the weeds.  
Burns also stimulate the germination of 
native species from the soil seedbank.  If 
the soil seedbank quality is good, and 
the weather favourable over the next 18 
months, the revegetation may prove to 
be better than anticipated for this project.  
Thank you to the Swan Alcoa Landcare 
Program for the funding to enable this 
project.

The next meeting of the Gingin Brook 
Catchment Group will be a Community 
Forum held in conjunction with the AGM 
on Monday 15th April at 5.30pm at the 
Gingin Golf Club (time and location to be 
confirmed).  Members and prospective 
members are reminded membership fees 
are now due and you need to be up to date 
with membership to be eligible to vote at 
the meeting.

See www.ginginbrookcatchment.org.au or 
email info@ginginbrookcatchment.org.au  
for further information. 
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Gingin Treasure Trove
Where does ‘IT’ all go?
As you are packing donations for the op 
shop do you ever wonder what happens 
next?

Have you been in the shop, paid for your 
treasures and wondered where does the 
money go?

Both are good questions; both have simple 
and slightly more complicated answers.

Question One – what happens next:
•The bric-a-brac donations that are 
saleable, go out on to the shelves almost 
immediately however electrical items are 
put to one side for safety testing. Some 
items are put on the ever-popular FREE 
stand.
•Manchester is checked, marked with the 
size (doonas & sheets) and put out for sale 
unless it’s specifically seasonal, i.e. winter/
summer sheets, they may be put in season 
specific storage boxes.
•Toys are checked over and put out for sale 
if they are close to perfect.
•Books are sorted by subject or author and 
put on the shelves when there is space, the 
rest are stored in the back shed.
•The other random ‘stuff’ is checked for 
condition and usefulness and put in the 
appropriate sales area. This ‘stuff’ can be 
difficult to assess because one person’s 
treasure is anothers complete waste of 
space, but we do have camping gear, 
garden ornaments, pet beds, wet suits, 
suitcases, doorknobs and a sink!
•Clothes are more complicated. Firstly, 
they are checked for condition, we will not 
attempt to sell anything that you would not 
be happy giving to your mother or child.  
They are also divided by season and put 
into store if necessary. At the Trove we try 
hard to make sure that all the clothes for 
sale are perfect with exceptions i.e. the $2 

rack of ‘working’ clothes.
Because Gingin people are so generous 
with their donations, we can be left with 
clothes that are:

•Not quite up to our spec, i.e. still wearable 
but have already been worn too many 
times; these items are packed and go to 
remote and other rural op shops.
•Used to death’ clothing that is only good 
for rags, assuming it is clean & the correct 
type of fabric.
•And there is a smaller amount, of often 
beautiful, but unsalable/unsuitable items, 
spangled ball gowns, wedding dresses, 
dress suits or historic clothing. These go to 
Paraquad in Perth because they do have a 
demand for them.
•Finally, after all the sorting, sadly we are 
often left with unsalable ‘stuff’ not just 
clothes.  This quickly fills our dustbins and 
then the large Avon Waste skip bin.  The skip 
bin costs $80+ a time to empty, so is part of 
the answer to the second question because 
oddly it is one of the most expensive things 
required to run the shop.
Question two, after paying for the skip bin 
where does the rest of the money go?

Firstly, it does not go to the people who work 
in or run the shop, we are all volunteers 
although we do get free coffee/tea and 
biscuits at smoko and sometimes someone 
brings in a homemade cake 

Nine years of demanding work and saving 
hard enabled us to pay for the renovations 
necessary to make an unused fire station 
into the current air-conditioned, clean, 
functional shop. Ongoing there are also 
the normal day to day building running cots 
which include utilities and insurances.

However, The Treasure Trove at Gingin is 
a community op shop that was set up to 
support our community via grants and it
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has done that for many, varied groups of 
people, young and old, during the years 
since the shop opened.
Some of the grants have been large and 
went to help pay towards big ticket items, 
i.e. the community car, the adventure 
playground, GDHS chaplaincy programme 
(ongoing assistance), replacement bowls 
club mat, replacement roof for the golf club, 
Mens shed disability lift, CRC Staying in 
Place project.

However, most grants are smaller, often 
less than $1000, although they were for 
an even more diverse range of recipients 
and causes.  There are few clubs and 
associations in Gingin that have not had a 
Trove grant in the last eleven years.  There 
were also emergency donations made after 
the Yarloop fire, hurricane Seroja and more 
local emergencies.  The complete list of 
‘where the money has gone’ is long and 
extremely varied.

So, if your organisation needs financial help, 
in the form of a grant, please ask.  The worst 
that can happen is that the Trove committee 
says “No” or possibly “Yes but not that 
much!”; however, they might just happily 
say “Yes, good luck with your project/event/
purchase”.

The Trove grant application form is available 
from the shop and is deliberately simple to 
complete; there are only three conditions:

1)The applicant/event/project must be 
based in Gingin, (we made exceptions 
for Yarloop and Seroja but they were WA 
emergencies!),
2)They must have done their best to raise 
the money required or it is an emergency, 
3)Are a not-for-profit organisation.

By Ann Callen 

Gingin Chittering Lions Club
The Gingin Chittering Lions were up with 
the sparrows again this year for the 2024 
Australia Day celebrations at Neergabby. 
We provided 200 egg and bacon rolls, a 
variety of fruits, juice, lamingtons with tea 
and coffee for everyone’s breakfast. The 
many nominees for the various categories 
were very important citizens and they 
brought along many supporters, which 
unfortunately caused us to run out of rolls. It 
highlighted our great community spirit and 
the growth in the Gingin shire. Next year 
there will be a system in place to gauge 
numbers so the shire can be prepared with 
a greater budget.

Look out for the Lions at the Lancelin 
Monster fete on the 3rd of March and bring 
your little ones for a train ride. The annual 
Easter hunt will be at the Granville Park on 
the 31st of March. We will help the CRC to 
set up a variety of activities to navigate for 
family fun. Please remember to pre-register 

with the CRC. 

The Gingin/Chittering Lions meet on the 
2nd Monday evening of every month at 
the Lion’s Den, located at 3 Horan Street 
Gingin. We meet at 6.30pm for a 7pm start 
and the members bring a plate to share for 
our dinner meetings, where we socialize 
and prepare for the upcoming events. 
Come along to our next meeting on March 
the 11th.

For more details call Colin on 0411 231 
985   Find us on Facebook at; https://www.
facebook.com/GinginLions 
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Letters to the editor
Gingin Handmade Soap: Crafting Natural 
Soap made from Local Ingredients.
Introducing Gingin Handmade Soap, 
dedicated to crafting 100% natural,  
eco-friendly soaps that promise to indulge 
the senses while nourishing the skin.
With a commitment to harnessing the purity 
of nature, Gingin Handmade Soap prides 
itself on using locally sourced ingredients, 
such as rich olive oil, creamy goat’s milk, 
and golden honey. Every bar is handcrafted, 
ensuring the highest quality and care in 
every batch.
What sets Gingin Handmade Soap apart 
is not only our dedication to using natural 
ingredients but also our innovative approach 
to creating new variations with each batch of 
soap. Drawing inspiration from the bountiful 
surroundings of Gingin, we are continuously 
experimenting with different combinations 
to offer a diverse range of options for our 
customers.
Moreover, by sourcing ingredients locally, 
Gingin Handmade Soap not only supports 
the community but also reduces their carbon 
footprint, contributing to a more sustainable 

future.
As the demand for natural, handmade 
skincare products continues to rise, 
Gingin Handmade Soap stands at the 
forefront, offering a refreshing alternative to  
mass-produced options. With our dedication 
to quality, sustainability, and the beauty of 
nature, we invite customers to experience 
the difference that handmade soap can 
make in their skincare routine.

 

 

 

 

THE GINGIN RECREACTION GROUP community grants are open they will close on the 31st of March 
for more information or an application form please email.  

ggrecgroup@hotmail.com 
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Past Gingin News
Over the years the pictured building has 
had multiple uses, recently popping up 
on community member Alicia’s facebook 
from the State Library’s post the following 
comments were made from fellow community 
members on what they remember. 
“Bill John, ran the pottery classes approx 
40 years ago, I still have some of the 
masterpieces created there.”
“Guides and Brownies used the building for 
our weekly meetings. I also remember a 
Sunday school ran by Mrs Willaims.”
“Ivy Prince lived there with her family some 
seventy years ago, her daugther is Wayne 
Fewster’s mother.”
Once home to locals, Bevan and Margaret 
Gresele 
Today the building is still in use as the CU at 
the Park Cafe. 

Do you have any past Gingin News you 
would like to share, email us at gcn@gingin.
net. 

Picture taken from the State Library Western 
Australia website: 314432PD: Granville 
Cottage Arts and Crafts Centre (formerly the 
Granville Hotel), Gingin, October 1986

All women and people with a cervix aged 25 to 74 years who have ever had any 
sexual contact should have a Cervical Screening Test every five years. 

Cervical screening could save your life.

60
41
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M

H
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24

There are two ways to have your Cervical Screening Test. 
You can choose to:
• Take your own sample, or
• Have your healthcare provider collect your sample.

Both options are accurate, safe and effective.

Talk to your healthcare provider about your options. 
Visit healthywa.wa.gov.au/cervicalscreening 

Book your  
Cervical  

Screening  
Test today.

Complete the  
cervical screening in the 
Wheatbelt community 

feedback survey.
»

© North Metropolitan Health Service 2024
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EasterEaster
hunthunt

JOIN OUR 12TH  ANNUAL 

SUNDAY, 31ST MARCH, 2024 
10AM - 11:30AM

GRANVILLE PARK, GINGIN
MEET AT SOUNDSHELL TO BEGIN

Embrace the joy of Easter with fun
activities and unleash your creativity!

Scan the QR
Code to RSVP

For more information
Email: crc-service@gingin.net
Phone: 9575 1253
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The Last Day
Alan Gent
The soft voice emanated throughout the 
bedroom: “Time to get up now”, then was 
repeated a few minutes later.

I leaned over and stroked the arm of my 
lovely wife. Celeste was beautiful in repose. 
Exactly what I wanted. Dark, shoulder 
length hair, intelligent hazel eyes, perfect 
chin… But then again, I could have had any 
model I wanted. For myself, I’d chosen the 
classic ‘Greek God’ style, with narrow hips, 
a pleasantly muscular body and an age of 
about 35. The soft voice of Mary (It seemed 
an appropriate name for a maid) interrupted 
my thoughts. “Would you like your clothes 
brought in?”

“Yes, please Mary.”
Later we all sat at the breakfast table eating 
our delicious meal of cereal with fresh 
strawberries, followed by perfectly made 
toast and jam. It was good to see that Celeste 
had prepared the children for breakfast, and 
they both sat impeccably dressed in casual 
attire quietly chewing their toast with perfectly 
formed teeth in unblemished, beautiful faces. 
Mark had chosen to study early languages, 
and he would be involved later with ancient 
Greek and Roman. It was better to allow 
him to build up knowledge it kept him more 
occupied during the day. Megan would spend 
some time re-organising her doll’s wardrobe 
and helping Celeste with her craft work. Yes, 
we had a wonderful life.
Just as we were finishing breakfast Mary 
walked into the room and announced: 
“Begging your pardon Mr Brown, but today 
is the last day.”

The children stopped eating; Celeste and I 
turned an amused gaze upon Mary. 

“Please explain, Mary. What is the ‘last day’?”
“It is the last day”, she repeated, “The last 
day for all mankind.”
My first thought was that there was some 

mistake in Mary’s program. True, she had 
been very reliable for all the years we’d 
used her, but perhaps she was in need of 
replacement. 

“Please clarify, Mary. I have no knowledge of 
this. Are you certain of your facts?”
“I am a Beta model 6 home assistant Mr. 
Brown. There is no mistake. I communicate 
via the Network with Central Control and the 
Master Unit in London. I cannot question the 
facts. Today, all life on this planet will cease.”
I was still a little amused, believing it to be 
some form of malfunction. “How and when 
will this take place, Mary?” I smirked across at 
Celeste, who maintained a blank expression.
“At precisely 8 pm this evening.” Mary said 
impassively. “Will there be anything else?”
“Wait a second, Mary. Tell us exactly how 
and why this will happen.”
“I have no further knowledge of this, Mr. 
Brown. It is simply fact. The only other 
information I have is that you should tidy up 
your affairs and prepare your family for the 
inevitable termination. I was advised to let 
you know. That is all.”
We watched Mary as she left the room. She 
would be back to tidy up as soon as we had 
retired to the living areas, as usual.
As Master of the house, it was my 
responsibility to try to make some sense of 
this information. Was it true? Robots don’t lie. 
Mary didn’t seem to be having a breakdown.
“Celeste,” I said, “I’ll see if I can get some 
information from Central Control. Now don’t 
worry about this, children, I’m sure it’s some 
sort of misunderstanding.”
It had been months since I’d used the 
communicator, and I was a bit ‘rusty’. I got 
through, though, and found myself talking 
to a very pleasant sounding fellow who 
announced himself as ‘Dorial’. 
“Oh, yes, Mr. Brown. I assure you there’s no 
mistake. Life will be erased at 8 pm tonight 
your time.”
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“Is there nothing that can be done? Perhaps 
my family could shelter somewhere…”
Dorial laughed. “It’s not that simple, I’m 
afraid. It has been decided that a radical new 
form of life has to be installed on this planet, 
one that is in keeping with the wishes of the 
Grand Council.”
“What is wrong with the life we have here? 
Are we not doing right by the planet?”
“Mr Brown,” said Dorial patiently, “The 
decision has been made. It’s not for you or I 
to question it. Instructions will be sent to you 
concerning your preparation at 7.45 pm your 
time tonight. Goodbye.”
I sat staring at the dead communicator. 
The children were engaged in their activities, 
just like a normal day. Celeste was working 
on her craft, and I…. I was supposed to be 
studying for another qualification. While 
something inside said this is what I should 
be doing, the incredible revelation that ‘all life 
would cease’ made any work of this nature 
pointless. I made a decision.
“Celeste! Children! We’re going out!”
Celeste was followed into the room by 
Megan and Mark. “We never go out!” said 
Megan. “We’re going on a picnic by the river. 
That’ll be nice, won’t it?” 
I liked the way they never questioned me. I 
was the acknowledged ‘Master’ of the house. 
They didn’t even ask about ‘the last day’.
We spent a very pleasant day by the river, 
with Megan and Mark throwing little sticks 
in the water, and Celeste and I talking about 
many things, always avoiding the subject of 
the ‘last day’.
The picnic lunch prepared by Mary was 
superb.
In the late afternoon, we ambled back up to 
the house that we’d occupied for how many 
years? It was hard to say. I simply couldn’t 
remember.
We had a beautiful tea in the dining room, 
and once again, life seemed to be prefect. 
Precisely at 7.45 pm. Mary came in and gave 

me a sheet of paper. It had the promised 
‘Instructions’ on it. 
I settled the children into bed they never said 
a word about the time. I told Celeste we had 
to have an ‘early night’.
I got the key from my bedside drawer and 
walked down into the basement and across 
to the small grey box on the wall in the 
corner. I opened the box with the key for the 
very first time. Inside was a red button and 
a digital display. My finger hesitated for a 
moment, but remembering what Dorial had 
said, I sighed, gave a mental shrug, and 
pushed the button. 
Immediately the digital display started 
counting down. I noted that I had less than 
five minutes. I walked up the stairs into the 
bedroom and lay down next to my beautiful 
wife. I knew that Mary had retired to her 
room and was similarly disposed.
At 8 pm a signal was broadcast, and all 
‘life forms’ ceased. Of course, it was easy. 
Simply a matter of turning off the electrical 
signals enabling this robot World to function. 

It would be a long process, but the  
clean-up of all the ‘old’ models had already 
begun. Some of the parts would be re-used, 
and who knows, perhaps there’d be a ‘Robert 
and Celeste Brown’ as part of this strange 
new World, where humanity had managed 
to destroy itself millennia earlier.
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Are you up to date with your bowel cancer screening? 
 
Cancer Council WA is calling for more West 
Australians to complete the free lifesaving bowel 
cancer screening test, with figures showing only 
four in 10 eligible Australians are participating in 
Australia’s National Bowel Cancer Screening 
Program. 
Bowel cancer is Australia’s second biggest 
cancer killer. Many people don’t realise it kills 
more Australians each year than breast, prostate 
or skin cancer. 
  
When you receive the Home Test Kit, don’t put it 
in the cupboard and forget about it - delaying can 
so easily become ignoring, forgetting, and 
ultimately not doing the test. 
  
The test is quick, simple and you can complete it in the comfort of your own home. Over 90 
per cent of bowel cancer cases can be successfully treated if caught in the early stages. 
  
To find out more about the National Bowel Cancer Screening Program or to order a free 
replacement kit, go to bowelcancer.org.au or call 1800 627 701 for more information. 
  

Kaylor Andrews                                                           
Wheatbelt Regional Education Officer      
Cancer Council Western Australia 
Kaylor.Andrews@cancerwa.asn.au 
cancerwa.asn.au 

Find Skin Cancer Early 
Common skin cancer symptoms: 

• A new spot or mole on your skin that is red, 
pale or pearly in colour 

• A spot that is different from other spots on 
your skin 

• Any crusty or non-healing sores 
• Any spots, freckles or any moles changing in 

size (width), thickness (height), colour, or 
shape 

Get to know your skin and what’s normal for you, 
particularly if you’re over 40 years of age. If you 
notice any of these symptoms or any other unusual 
changes, tell you doctor without delay.  

If it’s skin cancer, the earlier it’s found, the greater 
the chance of successful treatment. 

Visit https://www.findcancerearly.com.au/cancer-
symptoms/skin-cancer/ for more information. 
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Social Notes

 Robert Brodie- Hall  & Ron Pollard Turned 80!!  
Happy Birthday and Congratulations to 
two of our most energetic and contributory 
residents and thank you for your ongoing 
and wonderful contributions to Gingin and 
the District over many years.
The two very well-known Gingin residents 
have been awarded a local Birthday Honour 
by the Gingin Men’s Shed – The O.B.E* 
(Over Bl***y Eighty).
Robert Brodie – Hall celebrated his 
birthday on January 11, 2024. 

Robert was the instigator and organizer of 
the Gingin’s British Car Day some 25 years 
ago and carried on as sole organizer until 
recent times. The success of his project has 
grown to such a capacity he now runs it in 
conjunction with the Community Resource 
Centre.
He is also currently the President of the 
Gingin Men’s Shed, having had many years 
of involvement with this organization; is a 
member of the Management Committee 
for the Community Resource Centre, and 
currently the Course Manager for the Gingin 
Golf Club.

Robert is an entertaining raconteur at any 
function that he is asked to attend and is a 
“dab hand” at Bush poetry.
Ron Pollard – celebrated his birthday on 
February 1, 2024
Ron came to the district with his family in 
1956 and has been both a beekeeper and 
farmer.
He was a founding member of the Bendigo 
Bank in Gingin and remained as a committee 
member on the Board for 18 years.
Currently he is Secretary of Project 
Gingin, which was established after the 
very successful 150th (Sesquicentenary) 
Celebrations. Its aim being to provide 

ideas for development projects and the 
enhancement of streetscapes within the 
town, in partnership with the Gingin Council.
Ron is also Secretary / Treasurer of the 
Gingin Men’s Shed, having had many 
years of involvement in this enterprise, and 
is a Gingin Museum & Historical Society 
Committee member. 
Robert and Ron have had their life stories 
written as Biographies, which can be found 
in the Gingin Library.

Robert Brodie-Hall

Ron Pollard
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Little Eeden Honey Farm & Apiary 
After immigrating from South Africa in 2005 believing in a better future in
Australia and having left behind an established family farm, they were fortunate
enough to purchase land in the beautiful Shire of Chittering. They decided to bring
some hives to the property after noticing the vegetable garden was low in flowers
due to a lack of bees to perform pollination.The by-product of course was our own
honey, thus establishing Little Eeden Farm Honey in 2016.
Little Eeden bees produce bush honey they pollinate from all the trees on the
property and surrounding farms rather than a single variety. This results in a very
distinctive unprocessed honey with a lovely blend of bush flavours. They are
always experimenting with our unique blend of infused honey using only fresh
local ingredients. 
They have now expanded to include a café open on the weekends and look
forward to sharing their love of great food with you while you enjoy sampling our
delicious honey.

Thurlby 
Thurlby started as a small country business set amongst the heart of the
ancient forest, farmlands and tranquil inlet and the Southern Ocean of
Western Australia. They have grown over 30 years to become well known
for high end quality handmade soaps and herbal giftware throughout
Australia and internationally.
Their ethos and philosophy are to create a line of soap and soap base
products, without synthetic additives, no parabens and lauryl sulphates.
They have developed a range of herbal blends and handmade soaps using
traditional herbal lore and quality botanical plants.
When it comes to their beautiful packaging, they have sourced material
which reflects current trends, old world patterns and Australian designs.
Most of their products are packaged in handmade paper which is made
from upcycled cotton fibre offcuts from the clothing industries.
Their formulas are based on ingredients that have long been used safely by
humans and gentle on the environment.

The sun drenched hills of the Beerenberg Family Farm, in the
village of Hahndorf in South Australia, has been home to our
family since 1839. 

The first batch of strawberry jam in 1971 was the start of
Beerenberg as we know it today, a thriving 100% family-
owned farm, tourist destination and where their best-selling
jams, chutneys, sauces, dressings and meal bases are made
and distributed across Australia and beyond.

Beerenberg Relish 

Products 
Available at the CRC 

Norma Gray Turns 100!! 
A massive Happy Birthday to Norma who turned 100! A story on her birthday party will 
follow in April’s Edition so stay tuned. 
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Tidelines
by Sarah Sasson

It Starts Today 
By Jono Castano

The Golden Gate
By Amy Chua

The Chocolate
Factory 
By Mary-Lou
Stephens

Forgotten Fairy Tales &
Unlikely Heroes
By Usborne 

Fresh off the Press
New books added to our Library Collection

General Fiction

 A tender coming-of-
age novel about the
stories we
subconsciously write
for ourselves, and what
remains later, when we
have the courage to
tear them apart - from
an extraordinarily
talented debut writer,
Sarah Sasson. For fans
of Jennifer Down, Tim
Winton's Breath and
Favel Parrett's Past the
Shallows.

Diet & Nutrition 

A highly motivational
program from celebrity
personal trainer Jono
Castano, It Starts Today
examines the five key
pillars of health;
Mindset, Exercise,
Nutrition, Sleep and
Balance, and how they
will help you achieve
lasting success with your
fitness goals. 

Adventure Fiction

Debut novel from a
Sunday Times and New
York Times bestselling
author, set in California
at the time of WW2 .
Chinatown meets The
Seven Husbands of
Evelyn Hugo.
A sweeping, evocative,
and compelling
historical thriller that
paints a vibrant portrait
of a California buffeted
by the turbulent
crosswinds of a world at
war and a society about
to undergo massive
change.

Historical Fiction 

Three couples, friends
since the university
athletics team, travel to
a house in the
mountains for an
unplugged weekend of
drinking and
bushwalking. No
internet, no phones, no
stress. On the first night,
the topic of partner-
swapping comes up. It's
a joke - at first.

Junior Fiction 
Alfie the Kind
by Richard Harris 

A heartwarming story
about Alfie, who may not
be the bravest dog, but
just might be the
kindest, by Richard
Harris 2019 Australian of
the Year and key
member of the
international cave-diving
team that rescued the
Wild Boar soccer team

Children’s

A celebration of the
idea that with courage
and heart, anyone can
become a hero.
It is the unlikely heroes
in stories that are
sometimes the most
inspiring of all. Stories
about someone small,
and seemingly
unimportant or
overlooked, who ends
up being the one to
stand tall. 
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Mable.com.au

Looking for work?

Want to set your own work
hours and days?

Are you community minded
and like helping people?

JOIN US!

Gingin CRC is in need of additional Mable personnel to
meet the demands of our growing number of clients. 

If you believe this opportunity aligns with you, feel free to
drop by and discuss how you can be part of the team!

9575 1253
sipcc@gingin.net

1a Lily King Place, Gingin

Coffee, Cakes, and EVs 
Ever considered owning an EV ?. 

Want to know what it is like to Buy, Own an EV ?. 
Want to know how easy it is to Charge an EV ?. 

Want to know the Pro/Cons of owning an EV and living out in the Country ?. 
 

Why not come along to the Granville Centre Car Park in Gingin between 
09.00 and 12.00 on one of the following Sundays, and find out from actual Owners (Not 

Sales people), both Local and from the Perth Suburbs. 
 

We are a friendly bunch and are more than happy to discuss EVs with you. 
 

Dates for your Diary - Sun 24th March 
Sun 28th April 
Sun 26th May 

 
I look forward to seeing you there. 
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Gingin Library

32



servicesaustralia.gov.au

14
67

7.
20

07

We’re closer than you think
Use the free self service facilities at our Access Points to connect with Centrelink,
Medicare and other government programs and services.
At our Access Points you can:
• use our computer to access my.gov.au and other government programs and
services and to search for jobs
• use the telephone to access our self service options or to speak to us
• access free Wi-Fi 24/7 to connect to government services—no password required
• scan, print, fax and photocopy documents
• have your identity documents certified
• pick up brochures.

Your local access point is:
Gingin Community Resource Centre
1a Lily King Place
GINGIN

Community caring for its own

DO YOU NEED TRANSPORT 
TO MEDICAL APPOINTMENTS?
A community volunteer initiative run by community 

members, designed to meet the needs of Shire 

residents who need medical treatment 

but have no way to get there.

For further information on the Community Car Service contact the Gingin CRC on 9575 1253 
or Sylvia Kelly – Gingin Care Group on 0438 575 254

How do I book?  
Contact the Gingin CRC on 9575 1253 or crc@gingin.net

Gingin Care Group

GINGIN COMMUNITY CAR

Gingin Care Group

BECOME A 

VOLUNTEER DRIVER
Community caring for its own

Gingin Community Car

Are you a caring 
community member?

Can you commit to approximately 
one day per month?

To register your interest or for more information on the Community Car Service 
contact Sylvia Kelly, Gingin Care Group on 0438 575 254 

or the Gingin CRC on 9575 1253 or crc@gingin.net
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CURRENTLY MEETING EACH
WEDNESDAY

9:30AM - 12:30PM

GINGIN ARTS CENTRE
CONSTABLE STREET, GINGIN

CALL 0480 448 389 
FOR MORE INFORMATION

ALL WELCOME!

GINGIN
COMMUNITY

PANTRY

A community initiative by the
community for the community.

Take what you need, give what you can.

Located on the back veranda of
the Gingin Community Resource

Centre
Food is a human right and is an immediate and tangible way to
help someone. Every donation of food helps. We accept
donations of non-perishable food in jars, cans and sealed
packets. We recommend sauces, soups, beans, vegetables in
cans or jars, honey, peanut butter, boxed juices, long-life milk,
coconut cream, fish in oil,  baby 
products and pet essentials.
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PARENT
TIME

TUESDAY MORNING'S 10AM TO 12 NOON

NEW TO TOWN?
NEW TO PARENTING?

AWAY FROM YOUR FAMILY?
LOOKING FOR SOME SOCIAL CONTACT?

 Meet some other parents while in a child free space (except for
new borns or breast feeding babies)

A friendly, safe & welcoming get together for any young parents
who would like morning tea and a chat.

Centrally located at the Uniting Church activity room behind the
Church.

Gingin Early Learning Centre has a special offer for "Parent
group time" to care for the little ones - 9575 3360

Enquires Sylvia Kelly - 0438 575 254

 

Get in touch for an 
appointment 

Community Midwife now 
servicing: 

 
Lancelin 
Gingin 

Bindoon 
and surrounding area 

Telephone:  08 9690 1633 
Mobile:   0439 812 323 

 
To provide feedback on this publication email wachscomms@health.wa.gov.au Alternative formats can be provided on request. © WA Country Health Service 

Community  
Midwifery Services 
The midwife will work with your GP / Birthing Hospital to 
support you having a healthy pregnancy and baby.  

Services offered: 

• Coordinated antenatal care and 
support  

• Pregnancy education 
• Assist with options and booking 

arrangements with your chosen 
birthing hospital 

• Postnatal support and liaison 
with Child Health Nurse 

• Assist with referrals to other 
health care providers 

 

 

s 

 

 

We’re back, 
and we’re excited 
to see you! 
 

Gingin 
WA Country Health Office. 
Unit 4, 14 Brockman Street 

Lancelin 
Lancelin Community Library. 
107 Gingin Road (entry via 

Vins Way) 

 

 

Our visit day is changing! 

We now visit on the 
second Friday of the 

month. 
 

Book your appointment 

Call 1800 054 667 today 
to book your hearing 

appointment  

 

Our hearing is vital for keeping us connected. 
Lions Hearing Clinic is owned by Ear Science Institute Australia, a world-renowned 

research institute in Perth.  

We’re backed by science, commission free, and here to help you connect.  

Our dedicated audiologist visits each month to help you with your hearing by providing 
hearing assessments and hearing aid fittings, adjustments, repairs and batteries.  

 
Call 1800 054 667   Email book@lionshearing.org.au  Visit lionshearing.org.au 

Reservations are essential on all services 
and can be made up to three months in 
advance. 

Bookings can be made from anywhere in 
Australia on 1300 662 205 (Local call cost) 
from 6.30am to 6.00pm Monday to Friday 
6.30am to 5.30pm Saturday and 7.30am to 
5.30pm on Sunday (WST) or at  Trans  WA 
booking  centres  or accredited agents. 

Bookings can be made online at www.
transwa.wa.gov.au.  Concession fares 
cannot be booked online. 

Bookings from Gingin MUST be made at 
least 24 HOURS in  advance. 

Please call at Gingin Community Resource 
Centre  Inc. for further information or phone  
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Business Directory

: Computer Help & Support :
: Repairs : Upgrades : Servicing : Security :

: Networking : Virus and Malware Removal :
: Home and Business Support :

Your local computer guy :-) est 1998
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Gingin Trading        
10 Brockman St, GINGIN  

Hardware  —   Garden Supplies -  Homewares 
Irrigation & Retriculation 
Stormwater & Drainage 

Water pumps -  Building Supplies 
Kleenheat Gas & Refills 

 

Timber -  Electrical -  Automotive 
Paint — Tinting Available  

Key cutting — Pet supplies 
Animal vet products -   Stockfeed 

EGO Battery Tools 
Pool Water Testing & Chemicals 

Woodshield posts 

Tel:  08 9575 2014   
Email: gingintrading@westnet.com.au 

CCaallll  iinn  aanndd  sseeee  LLeenn,,    MMooyyrraa  &&  ssttaaffff  
FFoorr  ffrriieennddllyy  hheellppffuull  aaddvviiccee  

expires Dec/19
$200
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Getting through Centrelink processes can be 
tough, and making mistakes on paperwork 

can affect your future or lifestyle. 

What you can get
• Carer Allowance
• Family Tax Benefit
• Disability Support 

Pension
• Mobility Allowance 

The GESB Gold State and West State funds are 

unique in nature due to the fact that they are 

Constitutionally Protected funds (CFP) 

If you have one of these accounts it helps to have 

someone who understands the complexities 

and how to best leverage all the strategies and 

options it offers.  

We are here to help you plan Your Best GESB 

Outcome!

We are here to make your life easier when it 
comes to Centrelink

• Farm Household 
Allowance

• Health Care Card (HCC)
• Age pension
• And Many More

The GESB Secret
Were you employed by the WA public 

sector before April 2007?
You may have GoldState or WestState

FOR MORE INQUIRIES  
PLEASE CONTACT US 

0409 284 428 or ROBERT@WEALTHDESIGNFP.COM.AU
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*All lending products are subject to the Bank’s normal lending criteria. Terms, conditions, fees and charges apply and may be varied at any time. Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited, ABN 11 068 049 178  
AFSL/Australian Credit Licence 237879. (1904454-1904196) (08/23)

Community Bank 
Gingin & Lancelin 

BANK  
LOCAL

Home loans

Accounts

Credit cards

Personal loans

Business

Insurance

Financial planning

 Travel and 
International

Investing and Super

Agribusiness 

Small town.  
Big bank.
Everything you need, 
right here

We deliver the products and technology you’d 
expect from a big bank, plus the personal service 
you wouldn’t.

Feel good about who you bank with. Try Bendigo.

Find out more. Call 95751560 or search Bendigo 
Bank Community Bank - Gingin & Lancelin.
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