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Editor’s Note

As mentioned previously the
Easter Hunt in the park is on again
this Easter Sunday and we look
forward to seeing the park full of
children doing activities to collect
the stamps required for a goody
bag.
Last Saturday we held our annual
Gingin Art Display and Rock `N
Arts in the Park event and what a
beautiful evening it was. We had
Warwick Trant singing to us in the
afternoon and Refractory Road
rocking us in the evening.
The display of artwork was of
such a high standard this year,
with numerous items sold on the
night. Details of the art display
and subsequent awards can
be found on pages 10 and 11.
As Manager I have to thank our
wonderful Volunteers Jane and
Lyndsay Ryan for the collection
and set up of the display boards,
Jane and Di Miller for displaying
the artworks so wonderfully, Kelly

Maddison Corke
Centre Assistant

Gardner for assisting behind the
scenes musically and Mike Miller,
Hughan McVee, Gwen Evans
and Francine McCarthy. Without
these wonderful volunteers and all
their help we could not have the
successful event we do thank you
to you all.
Thanks also to Willy from RSM
Business Local (below) for a very
informative Instagram course at
the CRC last week. Linking social
media platforms and scheduling
posts is such a time saver.

Carrie Edwards

Manager

Disclaimer:
The information contained in the Gingin Buzz is for
general information purposes only. The Gingin CRC
assumes no responsibility for errors or omissions
in the content in the articles published, particularly
those provided from various contributors.
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Bring your blankets, chairs and dancing shoes.
Shout the family to a meal from one of the food
trucks
available.
Neergabby grounds

Cnr Gingin Brook Rd and Telephone Rd
Neergabby






Monday

5



Tuesday

Saturday April 17th
4pm till late
Entry $10.00 per vehicle

4

5

Norma Gray’s

97th Birthday Celebration

Local well-known identity, Norma Gray
celebrated her 97th birthday over a two week
period recently. On the actual day 27th February
Norma shared going out to dinner with her
family in Perth. Norma thought that was the end
of it, but locals had other ideas.
On Sunday 7th March Kim Mouritz organised
a personal choir performance for her that
blew her away. A large group of singers from
Vanuatu who are helping local food producers,
came to her place and sang the most amazing
songs……she even broke into tears,. (as so
many have, who have heard them). After a
very happy time sharing with them afterwards
Norma hasn’t stopped talking about it…..she
shared lunch with some at Kim’s home.
Then, after time to recuperate, lots of her friends
gathered on March 11th at CU@PARK for coffee
and scones, shared stories and photos. It was
an effort for her to go out at that time, but she
said she thoroughly enjoyed it. She also wanted
to thank all the many people who have sent her
flowers and greetings on Face-book, phone and
personally, because they could not come on the
day, to CU@PARK. She really appreciates all

the love, local people have shared with her. We
tell her it is all the love and help she has given
out all these years, just coming back to her. She
has been such an active community person in
our area for so long. She shrugs it off!
Norma says she would be back for more music
in the park on Sunday 21st at 9.30 when the
Vanuatu people will be back, singing.

Gavin Drew’s 90th
Birthday Celebration

VALE – NELL SMITH
The community wishes to extend its sincere
sympathy to Stan and the Smith Family on the
sad loss of their dear wife, mother, mother-inlaw and grandmother.
Nell was a long serving member of the Gingin
Pensioner’s Group and she will be sadly
missed.

Congratulations to Freeman of the Shire of
Gingin, former Councillor and Shire President,
Gavin Francis Drew on the occasion of his 90th
birthday.
Gavin has lived in the Beermullah area for the
best part of his life and served the Shire in many
capacities over the years, including Gingin
Football Club Coach, Shire Councillor, Shire
President and member of various community
organisations.
The Community hopes you have had a very
happy birthday Gavin and extends best wishes
for health and happiness in the years ahead.

RUBBISH COLLECTION

Kudos and bouquets to whoever the group were in the white rental van and who collected rubbish
from both sides of a 6km section of Gingin Brook Road on Saturday 13 March 2021. What a
wonderful contribution to the district. Well done - that sections looks marvellous now.
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“Nutrient Ag Solutions” Sponsored Lawn Bowls
“Sporting Challenge”
On Friday the 12th March, with over 100 players
competed for the $500 prize money to the
winning Sports Club (or nominated sports club)
and another $500 towards prize money on the
night.
A special thank you is to the following people:
Adam Shields – Nutrien Harcourts, Greg Neaves
– GBG Rural Services, Alan and Margaret
Greenwell - W & J Greenwell and Mark ParisWFI Insurance.
It was a great competition with a bit of banter and
hassling thrown in during the evening. Along
with food supplied by our super catering Officer
Sharon along with Murray and Gloria who did
a sterling job serving many thirsty players with
their favourite beverage, keeping them well
hydrated made for a fantastic night enjoyed by
players and spectators. And to Murray Butler
and crew for taking on board organising the
night.
Winning Team – Tennis Club - Paul Fewster,
Brad Gresele, Megan McCullam, Michael
Whitley.

2nd place – Golf Club - Trevor Phillips, Alison
McVee, Julie & Bryce Watson.

3rd – Bendigo Bank Girls – who chose to donate
their prizemoney to the “Gingin Seals”.

And Next year’s winners were the Nutrien team.

Its Goodbye to Gingin after 87 years.
About 20 local friends gathered for morning tea
to catch up and say Goodbye to Dot Glanz at
the Cu@Park on March 4.
After much consideration following a health
scare on her annual Christmas and New Year
holiday with her daughter and son in law, Dot
is regretfully saying Goodbye to her family
home in Jones Street – in fact Dot was born
in Jones Street, married the son of the next
door neighbour and eventually moved into her
parents in laws house in Jones Street after a
few years on a farm out on Ferguson Road.

Dot’s family connection to the Gingin District
goes back well before her birth in 1934. The
Hill family can be directly linked to the very
early days of settlement. Dot’s great great
grandfather and mother, Thomas and Emily,
came to Western Australia on the Mary of
England in 1852 and although their date of
arrival is not exactly recorded, town records
show the family were living in Gingin by 1861.
Typical of the families of the day the family
was large with 9 children, and their eldest son,
Dot’s great grandfather and mother, William
continued on page 8
7

continued from page 7
and Sarah, had 11 children. So in time through
marriage, particularly of the girls, there is a
family connection with many of the other early
Gingin settlers - the Dewars, the Turners, the
Cockrams, the Butlers and the Glovers.
However in modern day Gingin there is little
acknowledgement of the early Hill family
contribution to the town and district. Fortunately
Hazel Udell in her book “Gingin 1830–1960”
gives a comprehensive account of the first
two generations of the family, especially as
stone masons to some of the earlier buildings,
notably St Luke’s Church, Hill House and the
former Elders house on Constable Street. The
latter two are still occupied as private homes.
A great uncle, Frederick Felix Hill, was elected
a Councillor of the new Municipality in 1893.
Possibly the shortage of a Hill surname in the
phone directories is the fact that few of the male
children married. Of the first two generations of
20 children, only 4 of the boys married.
Fortunately Dot has a hand written account in a
small exercise book of the family connections
since the early settlement of her Great great
grandparents and has kept it up to date by
adding the subsequent generations – down to
her own great grandchildren.
Dot in her quiet way has also contributed much
to the community, especially in her earlier years
when she was a long time telephonist at the
Gingin Telephone Exchange (formerly located
in the Post Office) where she worked from 1950
– 1964.
Her recall is excellent of those days when
the Exchange was an essential link to the
emergency services of the “outside world” –
Moora, Muchea and of course Perth.
Dot was involved in the early days of netball,
tennis and hockey and was an Office Bearer in
Gingin Pensioners Club. She was part of a core
group to fund raise for the Gingin Community
Bus and, with her husband, Louis, was a keen
follower of the Gingin Eagles. Together they
attended most of their weekly matches.
In recent years, Dot travelled to Lancelin on a
community bus for craft days and latterly she
has been a an enthusiastic participant in Silver
Chain outings.
Deciding it was time to give up her driver’s
licence and therefore independence following
a minor traffic accident was a major decision,
but Dot quickly adapted to the use of her new
mode of transport, the “Dotmobile”, which she

would use to go down the street to shop, attend
a medical appointment, or go to the Post Office.
A walk with Dot for a short errand could take
a couple of hours as she encountered many
of “the locals” on her way and with whom she
would stop to have a chat !!
One day the “Dotmobile” ran out of “charge”
returning home along the Weld Street path. Two
young men came to the rescue and pushed Dot
and machine all the way to her home at the end
of Jones Street.
Very good Samaritans, and amazingly, one of
them, who was well into his 30’s, discovered
a link with Dot. She had babysat him on many
occasions when his mother was in need of a
break !!!
Dot will be missed greatly by her Jones Street
neighbours and friends. She has always been
there to help out with feeding our animals or
collecting mail, or just available for a good
“down to earth” neighbourly chat and reminisce
on bygone times and who linked with whom.
The Long Paddock, the Hall that burnt down,
the dances, Cobbler fishing and swimming in
Paddy’s Pool all got a mention.
We wish her all the very best in her new home
- and it is great to know she will be living in an
environment she dearly loves – on a country
farm - owned by her daughter and son-in-law
just out of Kirup. Through holiday visits over
the last few years Dot is already well known
at the local dances, the farmers markets and
community centres such as the Op Shop,
where her daughter volunteers.
Dot is geared to
join the Wednesday
Club
and
the
“Secret
Women’s
Business Group” in
Donnybrook and is
a favoured “Great
Gran” when her
great grandchildren
visit
Kirup
from
Esperence.
Best wishes Dot, and
thank you.
Written by M. Cameron 30 March 2021
Acknowledgement – “Gingin 1830 – 1960” (H.
Udell.1980)
Dot is currently “putting to paper” some of her
reminisces of life in Gingin. When available
they will be published in the Buzz.
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Gingin Joey Scouts and
Scouts
Gingin Joey Scouts and Scouts worked
alongside the Guilderton Community at their
Clean up Australia Day event. Travelling in
boats the scouts cleaned up along the river,
with their most interesting find being an esky.
The joey scouts aged 6-8 were surprised at
how many bottles, cans, disposable coffee
cups and lolly, ice cream and chip wrappers
they collected. Finding out that researchers
estimate one million animals die each year
after ingesting or being entrapped in improperly
discarded rubbish, their enthusiasm spiralled.
The positive impact of people in the community
acknowledging what a great job these young
people were doing was very heartening.
This was the first year the Gingin scout Group
has worked with the Guilderton Community,
and judging by the youth’s reaction, it will be an
annual program inclusion.
9

“CREATIVITY IS
CONTAGIOUS –
PASS IT ON”

An eclectic mix of paintings, sculpture,
photography and mixed media was once again
expertly displayed by our dedicated “arty” CRC
Volunteers, Jane Ryan and Di Miller. They
utilised the whole indoor space of the Granville
Centre to bring artists masterpieces to life,
creating a true gallery feel. To meander
through avenues of hung and plinthed pieces
was a delightful journey for all.

This quote by Albert Einstein, was well and truly
on display at the ‘Arts in the Park’ Exhibition
held on 26 & 27 March 2021. Perfect autumn
days brought locals and travellers from further
afield to Gingin to view our annual two day
exhibition which showcased a record 80 entries
from 41 Artists. Artists from Jurien Bay, to
Bolgart, to Byford, with towns and suburbs inbetween, joined us to showcase their talent.

Exhibitions don’t ‘pop-up’ without a lot of
planning and effort. Volunteers Jane and
Lindsay Ryan, Mike Miller, Gwen Evans and
Francine McCarthy assisted in their own
special way and we thank them very much for
their help. Chittering Arts Society continued to
support us by generously donating the use of
stands, hangers and easels to bring this
exhibition to life and we thank them again.

Feedback was extremely positive with the high
standard of works exhibited and as this
competition continues to grow, Gingin may well
become a regional town marked in calendars
for a ‘must see’ destination.

Our Judge this year
was
Jean-Marc
Rivalland who is a
Senior School Years
7-12, Visual Arts
Teacher at Christ
Church
Grammar
School. Jean-Marc
has a wealth of
knowledge and experience, not only through
his Teaching, but artist-led workshops;
sculptural commissions and exhibitions held
worldwide over the past 27 years - including the
very popular ‘Sculpture by the Sea’ in
Cottesloe. Jean-Marc happily supplied us with
his exhibition comments:-

A steady stream of visitors especially on
Saturday, saw a total of 270 voting for the
extremely popular People’s Choice Award
sponsored by Gingin Arts Group. Visitors were
in a quandary, with 3 or 4 favourites. Whittling
that list down to 1 was a hard task, with many
walking around 2 or 3 times deliberating before
a decision was made. Competition was tight
with 3 pieces vying for the title over the course
of the evening. With a couple of votes only
between them, the following artists are to be
congratulated.
WINNER OF PEOPLES CHOICE AWARD
Sponsored by Gingin Arts Group - $250
Artist:
Edward Beer
Title:
Cable Beach Broome
Category:
Painting
Artist:
Title:
Category:

RUNNERS-UP
Brian Plank
Sly Fox
Sculpture

Artist:
Title:
Category:

Lindsay Ryan
Country Calling
Sculpture

The artworks in the Art’s In the Park exhibition,
2021, showcase a diverse range of techniques
and subject matter. Of the 80 artists, many
have applied traditional approaches to
artmaking, showing skills in painting and wood
carving. Landscape paintings capture the
scope of Western Australia’s bush and
seascapes, whilst many still life compositions of
flower
arrangements
show
detailed
observations, which are accomplished to a high
standard of craftsmanship. Throughout the
exhibition photographs show the beauty of
nature, captured from alternative viewpoints.
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There is a range of mixed media pieces which
use materials in a creative manner and the
sculptures in the exhibition range from skillfully
constructed works to precise wood carvings of
various forms of wildlife.
Overall, this exhibition is a snapshot of the
endeavours of Gingin’s artistic community and
for a first timer to this town I have enjoyed
viewing these artworks. I think this event has a
positive future; it is certainly a beautiful venue
to hold this event.
WINNER OF PAINTING CATEGORY
Sponsored by Image Resources - $550
Artist:
Jud House
Title:
Isolation Entwives
Medium:
Acrylic
HIGHLY COMMENDED - PAINTING
Artist:
Tamara Asmutaitis
Title:
Hills of Home
Medium:
Acrylic
WINNER OF SCULPTURE CATEGORY
Sponsored by Image Resources - $550
Artist:
Robert Brodie-Hall
Title:
Sky Larking Around
Medium:
Wood and Steel
HIGHLY COMMENDED - SCULPTURE
Artist:
Ian Carr
Title:
Coral Dream
Medium:
Wood
WINNER OF MIXED MEDIA CATEGORY
Sponsored by Image Resources - $550
Artist:
Heidi Butler
Title:
Cat on the Block
Medium:
Lego
HIGHLY COMMENDED – MIXED MEDIA
Artist:
Lindsay Ryan
Title:
Size 6
Medium:
Wood & Hebel
We all have a ‘creative’ side within us, so
maybe it’s time to find yours and join us next
year as we host our 6th Annual ‘Arts in the Park’!
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let one of our Student Councillors know and we will
take your ideas into careful consideration.
As most of you already know, Easter is coming up
and the Student Council will be having our annual
Easter Egg-stravaganza! We have loads of fun
activities like, guess how many Easter eggs are in the
jar, colouring contests and a scavenger hunt for all
years. Look out for the Bunny and watch this space
for more details. Stay happy!
Charlotte Thomas, Year 8 Student Councillor

Gingin Garden Group

Many Refurbishment of Fire Damaged Art Room Antics
Classrooms Underway
This term, the primary classes are looking at
The refurbishment of classrooms 7 to 10 is well
underway. Through contractor, Solutions 4 Building,
the demolition works and initial reconstruction has
been thorough. Additional walls had to be taken out
once the debris was removed, because it revealed
a higher level of damage than was expected. The
refurbishment will be completed so that students
will be able to move into these classrooms at the
beginning of Term 3.

portraits!
Room 4 completed some fabulous work looking
at Pablo Picasso and Cubism. Year 7 students are
looking at the colour wheel and how to mix different
colours.
If you want to see a full gallery of all the work we did,
check it out on our Instagram account. Otherwise,
here is a little snippet of some really cool art!
In October, we will be holding an Art Exhibition to
coincide with Gingin’s 150th Celebrations. Watch
this space for updates!!
Remember, a picture is a poem without words.

Our Literacy Plan

Gingin District High School has established a
comprehensive Literacy Plan that ensures students’
progress in their literacy achievement throughout
the school. The Plan has been established by
our Literacy committee, led by Annette Slater,
and ensures that all aspects of literacy are taught
throughout the school from Kindergarten to Year 10.
All teachers use the plan in their classrooms to build
Reading, Writing and Oral language skills. The plan
is based on the Western Australian curriculum, to
ensure that our standards are consistent with other
schools across the state. All parents can be confident
that their child is receiving the very best instruction
across all of our classes at school.

@gingindhs_artroom_antics

Student Council Corner

This is the first 2021 newsletter update and this year
is off to a pretty good start for our Student Council.
As most of you know the Student Council held a
sausage sizzle at the swimming carnival. We made
just over $300!! It was fun feeding all of your hungry
faces after you all swam so well.
We will need some ideas of what you, the students,
want to spend our fundraising money on. All ideas
are greatly appreciated and all that you need to do is
12

In March the Garden Group enjoyed a Sundowner
at the farm of Jane and Lachy McTaggart, in
Beermullah.
They
have lived there for
4 years after moving
from
Gascoyne
Junction. In Gascoyne
Junction the weather
is hot and very dry
and it’s a battle to have
a nice garden. Now
Jane and Lachy are very happy to live in a place that
gets rain and has water for a garden. The garden
boundary has been
extended to include
the existing large gum
trees, in an oasis of
green lawn. A water
feature, flower beds
and a fire pit create a
perfect picture from
their kitchen window.
Another feature are the metal ornaments perfectly
placed around the
garden. The Grand
children
are
well
catered for with a swing
hanging from one of
the large gums and also
a quaint Cubby House.

The hens intrigued us, because they didn’t scratch
any holes in the garden, or make a mess like hens
normally do.
Jane had a photo
album for us to see
and told us of their
terrible experience
in the 2010 floods
at Gascoyne when
their house and all
their possessions
were destroyed and
they were rescued from a roof top.
The evening finished with a variety of drinks and
savouries and much chatter.
Thank you Jane and Lachy for showing us your
beautiful garden.
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Mars!

G i n g i n Wa t e r G r o u p

By Alan Gent
There has been a lot of talk about colonising Mars
recently, so I decided to find out more and to fill
in the gaps – what they don’t seem to want to tell
anybody.
A lot of us have seen or read “The War of the Worlds”
and other movies that establishes Mars as a planet
actually populated by warlike aliens. Other movies
see it as a ‘dead’ planet, much like the disused cement
pits they pick to film the landscape. Sometimes we
see quite ridiculous movies about humans being
able to actually live on Mars, breathing air and so
on. There was a recent movie called “The Martian”
in which Matt Damon was stranded on the red
planet and had to find his way back to Earth. Just
a couple of points here. Mars is a lot smaller than
Earth, and the gravitational effect (notice I didn’t use
the word ‘force’ – it’s not, according to Einstein, but
simply the effect of the curvature in Space-time as
a result of a large object. However, we don’t teach
that in most schools, although his theories date back
to the 1900’s! Mars is only about 40% that of Earth,
so we would effectively weigh only about 32Kg, if
you weigh 80kg on Earth. That sounds good – we
could lift much greater loads, maybe live longer and
so on. But don’t try to come back home without a
lot of grief – our bodies would suddenly weigh very
heavily on us, and we may not be able to adapt easily.
Nothing in the Matt Damon movie takes account
of the decreased gravity. Neither does it talk about
the time taken for any radio signal to reach earth –
it’s between 5 and 20 minutes, depending upon the
relative positions of the two planets. That means a
question will be answered in 10 to 40 minutes – it
was instantaneous in the movie!
It takes around 7 months to reach Mars, so you
could forget any quick ‘rescue mission’. Is life even
possible on Mars? Well, if they find liquid water they
could grow plants and generate oxygen, perhaps
make rocket fuel and so on, but it’s a big ‘If ’. There
are poisonous toxins in the soil and a far higher level
of radiation than that to which we are subjected here
on Earth due to the lack of the protection on Mars
afforded by an atmosphere and magnetosphere. Mars
is also unbelievably cold at night – temperatures can
drop to minus 80 degrees Celsius. Because of the
thin atmosphere it doesn’t retain the heat overnight
like Earth. There are also dust storms to contend
with – quite large on occasions, but the wind speed
is not as high as that on Earth.

There are many materials required by the first
expedition to Mars in order to sustain a colony.
These include basic utilities (oxygen, power, local
communications, waste disposal, sanitation and
water recycling), habitats, storage facilities, shop
workspaces, airlock, for pressurization and dust
management, resource extraction equipment—
initially for water and oxygen, later for a wider
cross section of minerals, building materials, etc.,
equipment for energy production and energy
storage, some solar and perhaps nuclear as well.
Mars greenhouses feature in many colonization
designs, especially for food production and other
purposes. Propellant production equipment would
also be required, generally thought to be hydrogen
and methane for chemical rocket engines. Fuels
or other energy source would also be needed for
surface transportation.
Of course, many people may ask “Why Mars? –
What’s wrong with Venus? Well, Venus is actually the
hottest planet in the solar system, having a surface
temperature, day or night, of around 4800C and
has a poisonous atmosphere of carbon dioxide and
droplets of sulphuric acid! So we can forget Venus
for colonisation.
Is there anywhere else we can spread our so-called
civilisation? Well, yes. Apart from the Moons of
Jupiter and Saturn, there are several planets between
500 and 1200 light years away (called Kepler-62f,
Kepler-186f and Kepler-442b). We could only get
there at all in a sort of ‘Ark’ that would take thousands
of years in which we could be ‘frozen’ for the trip, if
technology advanced to that level. That assumes, of
course, that research into said planet revealed it was
habitable. And who knows, we might have travelled
for another 50 years only to find that technology had
found a way to get us there in a trice! So realistically,
we can really forget travel to these distant places for
now.
What about those Moons of the ‘gas giants’ – Jupiter,
Saturn and Neptune? Jupiter has Europa, Callisto,
Ganymede and Io; Saturn has Enceladus, Titan and
Dione; and Neptune has Triton. Of all these, despite
the possibility of liquid under-surface water on
several, Titan seems to be the best candidate. Titan
is the only known moon with an atmosphere, and
the most Earth-like place we know of. It has rain,
lakes, and oceans, and researchers have this month
discovered ice features, deep lakes on top of mesas,
continued on page 16
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What will I see in a healthy native wetland
or creek line in Gingin?

eating birds to inhabit the area.
The paperbark trees Swamp Paperbark (Melaleuca
rhaphiophylla) and Moonah (Melaleuca
preissiana) are shrubs or trees to about 10m tall
with pale papery bark. Swamp Paperbark occurs
on white or grey sand or clay soils which are
winter inundated but not permanently flooded.
It has grey-green needle-like leaves with hooked
points and flowers mostly September to January.
Moonah occurs in sandy soils with a shallow water
table. Its leaves are green, flat and more densely
spaced than those of Swamp Paperbark. It flowers
November to February. Both have white or cream
bottlebrush flowers.
Swamp Peppermint or Coarse Teatree (Taxandria
linearifolia) is a shrub to 5m tall with small white
flowers in tight clusters close to the stems. It
flowers September to December and sometimes
also between March and May. Its leaves are flat.
Common Astartea (Astartea scoparia) is a shrub
to 2m tall with small fleshy wax-like leaves and
white to pale pink wax or teatree like flowers in
October to November.
Rushes and sedges protect the banks from
erosion, trap sediment and remove excess
nutrients from the water. They also provide shelter
for small animals and invertebrates and nesting
places for water birds. Among the sedges found
in Gingin are Baumea preissii, Tall Sedge (Carex
appressa) and Tassel Sedge (Carex fasicularis).
Rushes include Nodding Club Rush (Isolepis
cernua), Hoary Twine Rush (Leptocarpus canus),
Dielsia stenostachya and Pale Rush (Juncus
pallidus). A walk along the VC Jim Gordon Trail
boardwalk behind the shops in the Gingin town
centre presents the opportunity to see labelled
specimens of some of these species.
Rakali (Hydromys chrysogaster) is the largest
native rodent found in Australia. Rakali is an
indigenous name for the animal but it is commonly
called Water Rat. They are found near permanent
water throughout Australia. They are 30-35cm long
with black, brown or grey fur. Their tail is slightly
shorter than their body and has a distinctive white
tip. These features aid in distinguishing it from
the introduced black rat which may also be found
in bushland. They have partly webbed back feet
for swimming but are also good on land. They
search for food any time of day or night but are
most active at sunset when they are most likely to

Native vegetation in the riparian zone is very
important for the protection of a brook and its
inhabitants. Shade over the water reduces the
growth of algae in the water. The roots of the
plants, and woody debris they drop into the
water, provides shelter for aquatic organisms and
protects the banks from erosion. Shade also keeps
the water cooler. This is particularly important in
sections of brooks which stop flowing in summer,
leaving unconnected pools. These pools provide
refuges for aquatic organisms from which they
are able to spread once the winter rains come and
streams start flowing again. Dense vegetation on
the banks resists invasion by weedy species and
provides habitat for native birds and animals such
as the Red-winged Fairywren and Rakali discussed
below.
Submerged in the bed of water courses may be
seen Water Ribbons (Cycnogeton and Triglochin
species) which are
strap-leaf
plants
which produce a
spike of flowers held
above the leaves
and water. They are
most often found in
faster flowing water
in shaded areas and
are important for
macroinvertebrate
diversity
and
numbers.
Flooded Gum (Eucalyptus rudis) is also known
by the Noongar name Moitch. It is a tree 5 to
20m tall with rough greyish bark on the trunk and
lower part of the branches and smooth whitish
or pale and darker grey patchy bark higher up.
It occurs along streams and wetlands west of a
line from about Dongara to east of Albany. The
leaves are grey green and the white flowers occur
mostly from July to September. It has a lignotuber
so can resprout following fire but will also seed
prolifically. In spring the trees will often be noticed
with browning leaves and appear to be dying. This
is due to attacks by insects, particularly lerps. In
most cases the trees will reshoot in summer.
Increasing the native understory can assist in
controlling the problem by encouraging insect15

be seen. At other times they largely remain hidden
in dense vegetation or burrows under rocks or
logs around the water’s edge. They eat all sorts of
small animals. They have been seen to eat Black
rats and it has been suggested they can eat cane
toads without ill effects. You may see the remains
of their meal in the form of bones and shells in a
pile (called a midden) on a flat area near water.
Red-winged Fairy Wren (Malurus elegans) is the
largest of the fairy wrens at 15cm long and is found
in forest areas of the southwest of WA. Females and
juveniles are grey brown all year while the males
develop brightly coloured plumage in the breeding
season. It is most common in well vegetated
gullies among teatree, swordgrass and bracken
undergrowth.
They live in
small groups
consisting of
a
breeding
pair
and
often
the
young from
the previous
s e a s o n ,
which remain
and
assist

with raising the young in the next 1 or 2 breeding
seasons.
The diet is mostly insects with ants and beetles
being important year round food. Spiders and
caterpillars are part of the diet during the breeding
season. Introduced animals which predate them
are foxes, cats and black rats. A number of native
birds including magpies, butcherbirds, ravens,
kookaburras and shrike thrushes take eggs and
young from nests. Red winged Fairy Wrens can
be seen in the dense vegetation along the Gingin
Brook in Granville Park.
Let us know what you have seen in local wetlands by
email at info@ginginwater.org.au or on Facebook
or our webpage www.ginginwater.org.au. Look out
for details of our landholder field forums where
you can get together with like-minded neighbours
to improve your wetlands.

Reservations
are
essential on all
services and can be
made up to three
months in advance.
Bookings can be
made from anywhere
in Australia on 1300
662 205 (Local call
cost) from 6.30am
to 6.00pm Monday
to Friday 6.30am to
5.30pm
Saturday
and
7.30am
to
5.30pm on Sunday
(WST) or at Trans
WA booking centres
or accredited agents.
Bookings can be
made online at www.
transwa.wa.gov.au.
Concession
fares
are available to WA
seniors, pensioners
and health care
card holders upon
presentation of their
entitlement card and
proof of identity at
the time of purchase.
If booking by phone,
passengers
need
to quote the card
number
when
booking and present

Gingin Water Group

continued from page 14
and vicious winter storms. It could also contain
the building blocks of life itself. It apparently takes
about 4 years each way to travel to Titan, taking
the extra fuel and food into account for the trip.
If those ‘details’ could be overlooked, it could take
as little as 2 weeks to travel there if the craft could
accelerate for the first week and decelerate (with
1g gravity) for the second. Some estimates are that
it would take around 7 years, one way. Titan is a
lot smaller than Earth, with a gravitational effect
of 14%, meaning somebody weighing 80Kg here
would only weigh around 11Kg on Titan. In detail,
its atmosphere is considered similar to that of
the early Earth, although somewhat thicker. The
surface is characterized by hydrocarbon lakes,
cryovolcanos, and methane rain and snow. Like
Earth, Titan is shielded from the solar wind by
a magnetosphere, in this case its parent planet
for most of its orbit, but the interaction with the
moon’s atmosphere remains sufficient to facilitate
the creation of complex organic molecules. It has
a remote possibility of an exotic methane-based

biochemistry. (Ref: Wikipedia). Radio signals
would take more than an hour each way, since we
are around 1 billion miles or around 1600 million
kilometres away.
Of course, any travel to Mars by the US would need
approval of both the democrats and republicans –
we couldn’t have a non bi-partisan Mars could we?
Joking aside, and bearing in mind the billions of
starving and destitute people here on our lovely
home planet, it does seem a little ridiculous to me
that we’re even contemplating spending trillions
of dollars on trips to Mars or anywhere else. If we
could stop fighting one another and squabbling
over trivialities like little children, we might
actually move ahead into the realm of a civilised
people and be worthy of a glimpse at alternative
habitats. I somehow don’t hold out much hope for
that, I’m afraid. After all, we couldn’t even agree on
Covid 19 procedures, could we?
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AUSCOINSWEST
Available
Here $2
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their
entitlement
card when collecting
their
ticket
or
boarding
the
service. Full time
students
(Aust.
Residents)
aged
16 years and older
may be entitled to
a reduction in fares
on presentation of
their
Transperth
Smartrider Student
Card available from
schools,
colleges
and
universities.
Concession
cards
need to be carried
at all times and
presented
on
request. Concession
fares cannot be
booked
online.
Bookings
from
Gingin MUST be
made at least 24
HOURS in advance.
Please
call
at
Gingin Community
Resource
Centre
Inc.
for
further
information
or
phone 9575 1253

MONTH IN REVIEW
RURAL WATCH
Its official, the first meeting of the RURAL WATCH
will be happening on Thursday 6th May 2021 at
the Gingin Hotel at 5pm.
This program will not be just a rehash of previous
programs but will be focused on the rural
community exchanging real time information
with each other (and Police) in an effort to identify
criminals and to increase the chances for property
owners to protect their assets and livestock. This first
meeting is aimed at the Western Corridor which
includes along Brand Highway up to Mogumber
and into the larger Gingin townsite including
Mooliabeenee. (more areas and programs are
coming e.g Bindoon, Chittering, etc).
Please come down and be a part of program, the
more members we have and eyes looking out for
each other the better it will work.
(Please lets us know you’re coming so we can tell
the Hotel).

Where has the last month gone and what have
YOUR local police been doing?
You will start to notice a change in the Police
section of The Buzz, it will be more about what we
have been up to and doing in the community. We
will still be giving tips or tricks we think you need
to know and informing you on any crime trends.
There was a feeling not that long ago that Gingin
Police just patrolled up and down the highways
giving out tickets, while it is still and will always be
part of our job, it is no longer our sole focus.
In fact, the new Sergeant has obtained a marked
traffic vehicle for a more identifiable patrolling
vehicle. We want those visiting our great area to
see police patrolling around and looking out for
criminals.
(Give us a wave if you see us and please use all your
fingers).
FAMILY AND FRIENDS MENTAL HEALTH
This has been a busy month for officers. For a
starter the Sergeant controlled a land search for a
person who was having a hard time coping with
life. We were all out for long hours walking around
bushland looking for them. Fortunately, they were
found safe and well and received necessary medical
attention.

FIREARMS AND RESPONSIBLE SHOOTING
Gingin officers recently saw some unexplained
lights in a paddock along Brand Highway. As they
opened the gate to enter, the suspicious headlights
ducked off to the north and appeared to be
attempting to avoid us.
We gave chase and once we stopped them (blue and
red lights flashing) we worked out it was a licenced
gun owner and the son of the property owner, we
all had a laugh (well, mainly us, hahaha).
We will never be adverse towards any responsible
gun ownership, gun sports participants and vermin
eradication programs. We understand rural life
includes the needs for firearms and support our
primary producers in Gingin.
To keep updated on what YOUR police are doing
please keep an eye on us on Twitter (@Ginginpol)
and Facebook (Wheatbelt district – WA Police
Force).
If you have any questions or wish us to write about
a particular topic please call Gingin Police Station
on 95755600 or e-mail gingin.police.station@
police.wa.gov.au.

All the team including SES, Emergency Operations
Unit, Mounted and Canine pulled together to
achieve a positive outcome. Again, we cannot
thank members of the community enough for
the information and assistance provided which
resolved this search successfully.
Here at the Gingin Police Station we understand
how events and times can get anyone down and we
hope you reach out to family members to see how
they are doing.
If you need help there are a range of services
available. Here are a few:
Lifeline WA 13 11 14
Kids Helpline 1800 55 1800
Suicide call back service 1300 659 467 		
Beyond Blue 1300 22 4636
Men’s Line Australia 1300 789 306		
RUOK? www.ruok.org.au
BE BRAVE AND DON’T BE AFRAID TO
REACH OUT FOR HELP!!
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Term 1, Week 8 - March 2021

Messy Church

GDHS - P&C
Newsletter

What a great time
we had at our Easter
Messy Church, learning
about the sadness and
happiness of the Easter
Story. Our craft activities
ranged from making egg
people, purses, a lovely Easter garden, and making
both plaster and edible chocolate crosses. It was all
great fun and the children worked really hard. For
our worship time we talked about our good and bad
times and what we can do to make things better. We
then enjoyed a delicious meal.
We will now have a break before we start Messy
Church again. For more information please contact
Sharon Martin (9655 7057).

Calling all Volunteers!
Maybe you want to contribute without having to commit more broadly to all aspects of
the P&C operations. We know everyone is busy – we are all busy and being pulled in
many directions on any given day. However, even a few hours over the course of a
school year will help us to make an incredible impact in the experience of students at
Gingin District High School.
The P&C has lots of opportunities where you might like to help out:
Volunteer for a Canteen Cash Sale Day - Sheena has a system in place that
makes volunteering in the Canteen over a recess and lunch period a breeze.
Once on the roster, just show up with a hat and sense of humour and you’ll
probably be surprised how quickly the time passes – and at how hilarious
some of the students who pop in can be; which is probably one the biggest
rewards for your time seeing all the happy faces. Contact Sheena directly to
see where she might need a hand!
Volunteer at a fundraising event - Our Calendar of Events has filled up quickly
and event leaders are already busy planning events for the year ahead. Help
us cook some sausages, sells some gifts, prepare baked goods, cut some
onions, pickup supplies or take cash sales at an event. Even a single event
shift helps to make light work for everyone already working hard to raise
money for school resources. Keep an eye out for event roster call-outs – and
don’t be shy.

Next up...

Arts in the Park – Food Stall – Saturday, 27 March 2021 – come in for a sales shift
and enjoy the rest of the night surrounded by great music and art organised by the CRC
right here in Gingin.

The P&C would like to give a warm
welcome back to Ashlee Howard
who at our General Meeting on
16 March 2021 was voted in as
Vice President.

On Thursday 18th March we held a Sausage Sizzle at Rex &
Robyn Cooper's farm in Beermullah where they were having a
Clearance Sale. Special mention to Rachel Brown, Bronte
Maloney, Ashlee Howard & Kim Duffy for their time. We made
an impressive profit of $806.85 these funds will be going
towards the teachers wish list. More details to follow once
finalised.

Uniform Shop
We continue to take cash and card payments. Orders can be
made via Quickcliq or in person on Thursday morning between
8:30am - 9:00am. The Uniform Shop is now stocking a small
amount of faction coloured polo shirts as well as school and
library bags.

Canteen Corner
With only this week and next left of Term 1 preparations are
already underway in our Canteen for Term 2. We would love to
continue cash sale days Mon, Wed & Fri; but to do so we need
volunteers. Sheena would be so excited to have her Term 2
roster filled so please message her your availability! A big
Thank You to our volunteers for Term 1 for allowing our
Canteen to get back to normal trading.
Easter is just around the corner so for the last week of Term 1
there will be some special Easter treats available.
Orders can be made via cash or Quickcliq until 9am on Mon,
Wed & Fri.

Thank

You

We would like to extend a special Thank
You to Rex & Robyn Cooper for offering
us the opportunity to host the sausage
sizzle at their clearance sale.
Thank You also to Elders for their
donation of left over cartons of water
which we will be able to utilise at our next
fundraising event.

Fundraising Event Dates

Term 2:

Mother's Day Stall – 6th & 7th May 2021
British Car Day Food Stall – 16th May 2021
24

Fundraising Updates

President - Jenna Treloar
Secretary - Mel Kingston
Treasurer - Bec Ellar
25

gdhs.pc.president@gmail.com
ginginpcsecretary20@gmail.com
ginginpctreasurer@gmail.com

Need help with
Navigating the
Aged Care Maze?

Ladies Opening Day
Wednesday 28th April 9:30am

Mixed Open Day Sat May 1st
Nominated by 11:30 Hit off 12noon

Scroungers

Wed 3pm

Junior Golf

FREE PUBLIC FORUM

Tues Afternoons and Sat mornings

1-3pm, THURSDAY 29 APRIL 2021

Professional Coaching
Children ,Teenagers and Adults.

Gingin Recreation Centre, Gingin

Saturday 8th May 2021
Any questions, book a time ring or text your
interest to 0409575206

Would you like to find out
how you can access in-home
aged care packages?

Winning-Gingin Black Pennant side
Defeating Guilderton on the final day. Guilderton defeated Gingin Red after tightly fought competition the
previous Saturday when the game was drawn and an extra end to be played to decide who would have the
honour of playing off in the finals.

Do you have questions about
aged care in general?
ECHO Community ervices is an
aged care provider which has been
providing in-home support services
to the Perth metro area since 1982.

INTERESTED IN ATTENDING?

ECHO representatives will be visiting

Registrations are preferred. Please

Gingin to share their insights about

email us with your name and the

the aged care industry and to hear

number of guests attending at:

your questions regarding any

Lisa.Rossi@echocommunity.org.au

concerns you may have. oin us for
this interactive, free public forum.
This event is designed for
individuals and families seeking
information about aged care.

Congratulations to Kathy Gobbart runner up in the Ladies Singles of Country Week after a very close game
with Sian Smith of York winning 21 -20.
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Houston – well Gingin actually, we (your community Op shop) has a Problem.
We love your donations we really do,
And we really love all (donors, shoppers, browsers) of you.
Without your help we have no shop.
But sometimes we wish you would stop!
Just for a minute, to look hard at what you give,
Does that pan/pool leak like a sieve?
Have those shoes any wear left?
Is that a stain on the child’s vest?
Things may be old and interesting,
Or they be old and plain grim.
So please ask yourself,
As you empty the shelf,
Is this good enough for my child or my mum?
My sister or brother or nan?
Because if you would not buy it for them sadly we almost certainly can’t sell it.
We don’t have a workshop or the skills set; neither do we have laundry or dishwasher, just a small
sink, so if it’s broken, dirty or dead it generally goes in the bin.
Every week we fill our red top bin, every second week we fill the recycling bin. However, they are
not big enough, so we regularly fill a large skip bin, which is NOT free. Sadly, The Treasure Trove
@ Gingin regularly spends money (your money) throwing away ‘stuff’ when we would much rather
give it in grants around Gingin. It’s really upsetting when we find the drop bin has been used
instead of the tip and utterly perplexing to find large, complete unusable items dumped by the
door; there is nothing we can do with them except find a friend with a trailer or ute to take them to
the tip; in their time, at their expense.
Thank you for reading this far and a very heartfelt thank you to all the generous volunteers,
donors and shoppers that make The Treasure Trove @ Gingin possible.
It will be the season for cooler weather clothes soon; fortunately, we have dozens of boxes of
lovely clothes in our storeroom that will be going out on the racks ready for you to make ‘your’
2021 autumn or winter look.

Treasure Trove
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A
Night Out
At
Neergabby
LIVE BAND

FOOD TRUCKS
Saturday April 17th
4pm till late
Entry $10.00 per vehicle
Bring your blankets, chairs and dancing shoes.
Shout the family to a meal from one of the food
trucks
available.
Neergabby grounds

Cnr Gingin Brook Rd and Telephone Rd
Neergabby
30
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We’re closer than you think
Our Agents can help you connect with Centrelink, Medicare and other
government programs and services.
Australian Government Services Australia Agents have free self service facilities.
They also have staff who can help you.
At our Agents you can:
• use our computer to access my.gov.au and other government programs
and services and to search for jobs
• use the telephone to access our self service options or to speak to us
• access free Wi-Fi 24/7 to connect to government services. No password required
• scan, fax and photocopy documents
• have your confirmation of identity documents certified
• lodge forms, print information and pick up brochures.

At:

Gingin CRC

Bremer Bay Nursing Post
14 February

YOUR LOCAL AGENT IS:

Monday 12 April

For an appointment, please call Iselle

0450 033 517

13438.2003

Gingin District Community Resource Centre
1A Lily King Place
GINGIN WA 6503
PHONE: (08) 9575 1253

0450 033 517 / info@optometristoncall.com.au / www.optometristoncall.com.au

servicesaustralia.gov.au

32

33

AGED HOUSING IN GINGIN

Because of a misconception that there is no demand for Aged Care Housing in Gingin, the Shire of
Gingin has asked for expressions of interest in the provision of housing for ageing residents.
They have requested that these Shire forms be filled in and collected by Sylvia Kelly, to indicate the level
of interest or need for Aged Accommodation.
This does not have to be an immediate need, but an indicator of intention to stay in Gingin in older
retirement, rather than leaving for Perth or other towns that provide for their seniors.
Please leave completed forms at the Gingin CRC.
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LEDGE GETTING
PHYSICAL

HAZARD

Domenic
SALES MANAGER

MAINTENANCE
WA

0423 414 722
dom@hmwa.com.au
www.hmwa.com.au

FREE! GET ACTIVE SESSIONS

10x One hour Healthy Food & Active Sessions Customised to Your Needs. Mondays 11.00-12.00

STARTING MONDAY 19th APRIL AT THE LEDGE POINT SPORTING COMPLEX PARK

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE SIGNING CENTRE
A Justice of the Peace (JP) is available to the public for
witnessing documents such as Affidavits, Statutory
Declarations & Wills. This is a free service to the
community and there is no appointment necessary.
When: Wednesdays
Time: 9 am - 4 00 pm
Venue: 1a Lily King Place, Gingin
Ph: 9575 1253

FREE sessions include EXERCISE and HEALTHY EATING
 Improve balance, strength and coordination significant
to healthy ageing
 Customised exercise for older adult needs
 Adult Pre-Exercise Screening
FREE sessions consist of
 A warmup to mobilise, pulse raise with stretch
 Actions to improve upper and lower body capabilities

YOU MUST PRE-REGISTER TO PARTICIPATE
– 0429 358 927 / karen.gingym@outlook.com

Personal Trainer Certificate IV
Personal Trainer Certificate III
NUMBERS ARE LIMITED

REGISTER BEFORE 9 APRIL

MY ACTIVE CALENDAR 2021
It’s a New Year
APRIL

Monday

Day Four

JUNE

Meet at rhe Rectangle in the Park off Jones St Ledge Point

Monday

Day One
19
“Easier than I
thought”

Day Five
17
“I can eat
what?”

Day Eight
Date Pending

Day Two
26
“Don’t forget my
water bottle”

Day Six
24
“Feeling good”

Day Nine
14
“What a difference”

Day Seven
31
“Laughed way
too much”

Final Day
21
“Achieved my Goals”
“Will keep my routine
going”

MAY

Monday

Day Three
3
“I could get used
to this”

We’re back,

meets 3rd Thursday of the month at the

It’s a New Beginning
10

GINGIN RED CROSS UNIT

7

PUBLIC HOLIDAY

and we’re excited
to see you!

RED CROSS MEETING ROOM
(old Red Cross shop, behind the Police Station)

next meeting

22nd April
9.30 AM

**All older adults will be required to complete an Adult Pre-Exercise Screening Tool prior to commencing the
program. This is to be implemented well in advance of the start of the sessions for the Gingym to follow up on
any participant that may need further medical clearance. The screening tool is provided on registration.
The State government through the Department of Local Government, Sport and
Cultural Industries is a major supporter of ‘Ledge Getting Physical’ event in Western
Australia. Sport and recreation builds stronger, healthier, happier and safer
communities. This program is provided by the Ledge Point Community Association.

s

Gingin
WA Country Health Office.
Unit 4, 14 Brockman Street

Lancelin
Lancelin Community Library.
107 Gingin Road (entry via
Vins Way)

for details please contact

Karyn
0437 780 406
Margaret
9575 2231

Book your appointment

We now visit on the
second Friday of the
month.

Call 1800 054 667 today
to book your hearing
appointment

Our hearing is vital for keeping us connected.
Lions Hearing Clinic is owned by Ear Science Institute Australia, a world-renowned
research institute in Perth.
We’re backed by science, commission free, and here to help you connect.
Our dedicated audiologist visits each month to help you with your hearing by providing
hearing assessments and hearing aid fittings, adjustments, repairs and batteries.
Call 1800 054 667 Email book@lionshearing.org.au Visit lionshearing.org.au

NEW MEMBERS MOST WELCOME
36

Our visit day is changing!
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Business Directory

NEW HOMES

ADDITIONS & RENOVATIONS

COMMERCIAL

‘Building your

community’

Shane Troy - 0438 802 256
www.midwestbuildingwa.com.au
38

Builder/Supervisor
39

REG No. 102244

shane@midwestbuildingwa.com.au

For more information please call
Helen McGuinness 08 9300 0888

Will Folley
Director

expires Dec/19
$200

We have recently moved to our new
location at 210 Winton Rd, Joondalup

0499 289 939

PREPAID FUNERALS ARE AVAILABLE
simplicityfunerals.com.au

freshcleaningwa@gmail.com

: Computer Help & Support :
: Repairs : Upgrades : Servicing : Security :
: Networking : Virus and Malware Removal :
: Home and Business Support :

expires Dec 19
$200

EGO Battery Tools

Your local computer guy :-) est 1998

gingintrading@westnet.com.au
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Suppliers of ready mixed concrete in the Gingin, Chittering and Swan Shires

 Family Owned & Operated
 Competitive Pricing
 Reliable Service
 Wide Range of Decorative Mixes
 Quality Assured ISO 9001

Phone: Mark 0477 774 739 Email: gingin@wcsconcrete.com.au
Office: 08 9671 1111 Email: admin@wcsconcrete.com.au
Brendan: 0428 711 652 Email: brendan@wcsconcrete.com.au
Website: www.wcsconcrete.com.au
27 Gingin Brook Road, GINGIN WA 650

Jilly’s Hydro
MOBILE DOG WASH
Shampooing & flea rinse
Heated hydrobath

0417 093 700

42

43

expires Dec 19
$350

Making good things
happen

$3 million

When you bank with us, proÞts pour into the community. $3 million so far.
A bank giving back sounds unusual. For us, itÕs business as usual.
Find out more. Call us on 08 9575 1560 or search Bendigo Bank Gingin and Lancelin.

Community Bank • Gingin and Lancelin
Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited ABN 11 068 049 178, AFSL/Australian Credit Licence 237879 A1390563, OUT_1468466, 31/08/2020
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