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Hello Folks
As you read this spring is just 
around the corner and how 
welcome the warmer weather will 
be. Not just for the usual reasons 
but also in light of the current 
pandemic. No doubt giving us all 
even more reason to celebrate 
the season. We will need to do 
this (celebrate) maintaining stage 
4 restrictions until 23rd October 
however, not too bad a scenario 
compared to our eastern states 
counterparts. 
The Community garden is looking 
wonderful at the back of the CRC 
and just a reminder the garden is 
open to everyone for a viewing, 
or a peruse, and if you are lucky 
there may be something ready to 
pick and eat or cook. 
The CRC is running an Excel 
course on Wednesday 23rd 
September and as at writing we 
still have a vacancy. This course is 
aimed at beginners or new users 
and if you are interested please 
contact us via crc@gingin.net or 
9575 1253.

On Thursday 10th September the 
CRC will be without power for the 
day so no Centrelink access or 
any other electronic services will 
be available. We will still be open 
with a couple of staff for any other 
support or assistance we can 
provide.
On 18th September Denmark 
CRC will be online presenting 
`15 Minute Wonders`, stories 
and project descriptions from 
environmental volunteers about 
what’s going on or skills at use 
in the Community. There will be 
a 15 minute presentation and 
then opportunity for questions 
or comments.   Gingin CRC has 
registered as an attendee via 
video conferencing and a morning 
tea will also be available so please 
register your attendance with us 
for catering purposes.

Stay well.
Carrie

Maddison Corke
Centre Assistant
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Gingin Chittering Lions Club has survived the 
Covid 19 and is back to having our monthly 
meeting while practising our social distancing. 
Unfortunately, as our kitchen is exceedingly 
small, we are not having our usual dinner 
meeting.
It is an extremely difficult time for us as all the 
events that we operate the Lions train at have 
been cancelled. This is one of our major fund 
raisers for the Lions Club.
Moora Show will be holding their show on the 
19th September so we will be attending this 
function with our Lions Train.
We are now down to membership of 9 due to 
the departure of long serving member Wayne 
Beard who has moved to live in the suburb of 
Banksia Grove. Wayne will be missed in our 
Club. We are desperately looking for members 
to join our Club. We meet once a month on the 
second Monday of the month@ 6.30pm at 3 
Horan Street Gingin and you are most welcome 
to come and see if this is something you would 
like to be involved in.
Our aim is to keep at least 75% of money 
raised to stay within the communities of Gingin 
& Bindoon while supporting some especially 
important foundations of the Lions; Help 
to Hear, Children’s Cord Blood (Leukemia)

research, Lions Save Sight, Children’s Mobility, 
Lions Cancer. Helping local needy families is 
also one project we aim to achieve. But to do 
this successfully we need more members.
We contribute our time and equipment to the 
annual Christmas Tree concert held in Gingin 
and until recently we have also given our time 
and equipment to the Anzac Service Breakfast.
We try to assist local events by letting 
organizations use our equipment free of 
charge; Gingin Outdoor Activity Project, Annual 
Bull Sale for catering and the GGDHS.
We will be once again selling our Christmas 
Cakes as a fund raiser, so look for them in the 
local shops in November.
We will still be supporting the Gingin District 
High School with Dux of the Year award with 
$500.00 to help the student with future studies. 
Bindoon School awards will also be honoured 
to the value of $100.00.
The donation tin at the IGA shop Gingin 
is still receiving everyone’s loose change 
and all money donated into that goes to the 
Chaplaincy fund. We are ever so grateful for all 
the donations received.

Gingin Chi t ter ing Lions ClubMUSIC CAN CHANGE THE WORLD

I Spy With My Little 
Eye - something 
beginning with C C:
Covid Compliance - 
Even though Western 
Australians appear 
to be relatively safe 
from the Covid 19 
virus, people are 
starting to relax 
their precautionary 
actions - sanitiser 
not available in many 
locations, details of 
visitors to restaurants 
etc not being 
recorded,  hugging 
taking place, social 
distancing not being 
kept etc. IF or WHEN a 
second wave reaches 

Western Australia, 
these practices 
will become VERY 
important to avoid 
total lock-downs that 
have been initiated in 
Victoria.
I Spy With My Little 
Eye - something 
beginning with C P:
Cheaper Petrol - 
found in Gingin than 
that which is available 
in Gwelup!  Buy 
Local!!

Our vibrant and bubbly local musician Kelly 
Gardner (aka. Kelea) has done it again.
Her inspirational song “Dear Sir Madam” 
(about ageism and unemployment) of which 
a feature article was published in the ‘Gingin 
Buzz’, filmed and recorded last year at the 
Cummins Theatre in Merredin, was this year 
nominated in the WAM (West Australian 
Music) Song of the Year in the Folk category.
Not only has Kelly’s song been credited in the 
above award, word has spread internationally 
with Journalists from USA and the UK 
interviewing her with regard to this poignant 
ballad.
Seasoned UK Journalist Susan Flory, with her 
podcast ‘The Big Middle’ contacted Kelly for an 
interview and commented.  “With a smattering 
of songs universally pushing against ageism 
and generational differences, there has 
never been a song about age discrimination 
by employers and recruiters until now. This 
is surely a contender for theme song of the 
growing, global movement to expose ageism 
in all its demeaning forms and end it”.  
Forbes.com published an article by Richard 
Eisenberg, Senior Editor of the Money & 
Security and Work & Purpose channels for 
Next Avenue (US) his phone interview with 
Kelly. Tipped off by a Facebook post from anti-
ageism activist Ashton Applewhite, Richard 
was so moved by watching the video he 
needed to know the backstory. Kelly conveyed 
to him…”I was on the internet, looking for a job 

and saw, I think it was a recruitment company, 
actively saying: ‘Don’t put your age on your 
resume. Take out all the dates’.  It got to the 
point where I almost got slightly annoyed.  I 
think that’s what sparked pen to paper with 
the song”. 
On Wednesday, 29 July 2020 the WAM Awards 
Night was held - with a difference.  Due to the 
uncertainty of Covid restrictions, the awards 
were live streamed.  To make it a memorable 
night, Kelly held a ‘Logie Awards’ Gingin style 
party with approximately 40 invited guests 
enjoying a fully catered evening at her home. A 
live operatic performance by family friend and 
former international Soprano, Fiona Mariah 
was an additional highlight to the evening.  
One guest mentioned that the performance 
left her emotionally charged.  “Music is a safe 
kind of high” - Jimi Hendrix.  
Kelly’s nomination may not have won the 
overall Folk category, but in the eyes of family, 
friends and fans - she is already a winner! 
Keep an ear and eye out for when Kelly plans 
to release her debut EP of original musical 
recordings. 

SCHEDULE OF ORDINARY
COUNCIL MEETINGS FOR 2020

 
15 September 2020 
 20 October 2020 
 17 November 2020 
 15 December 2020
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GINGIN RED CROSS UNIT
meets 3rd Thursday of the month at the 

RED CROSS MEETING ROOM
 (old Red Cross shop, behind the Police Station)

next meeting

17th September
9.30 AM

for details please contact

Karyn 
0437 780 406

Margaret
9575 2231

NEW MEMBERS MOST WELCOME

The Secret Eye
By Alan Gent

James Higgins was fairly easy-going sort of bloke. 
He believed in the credo: “Live and Let Live”, so 
a lot of things many of us bother about would 
simply wash over him. Since he’d retired from full-
time teaching many years previously and taken up 
relief teaching, he had put on a fair bit of weight 
and didn’t like to rush about as much as he used 
to. The kids he used to teach ‘back in the day’ were 
far more careful how they spoke to their teachers, 
and it was with some reluctance he decided 
to return to the classroom. This decision was 
prompted partly by his economic circumstances, 
and partly because of sheer boredom.  
Relief teaching was always a challenge – probably 
more so than ‘normal’ teaching. Kids will always 
‘try it on’ with a new or relief teacher in so many 
different ways, but James had always managed 
to keep one step ahead of them. He had learned 
very early on that it was never a good idea to turn 
your back on the class completely. Things would 
be thrown across the classroom or directly at him. 
Then there were the ‘spit-balls’, which he really 
hated. These were little balls of paper soaked 
in spit and flicked or blown (through an empty 
ballpoint pen tube, like a blow-pipe) towards 
the front of the class. He’d heard of one teacher 
who placed a small mirror on the ledge of the 
blackboard while he wrote with his back to the 
class. James had adopted a technique of never 
really turning his back on the class, but teaching 
with only brief looks at what he was writing on 
the board. 
Usually the ‘call to work’ was via a phone call 
the previous day or before, and generally James 
was able to accommodate the request. Much as 
he needed the money, there were many times 
when he’d inwardly groan when certain school’s 
deputies rang him. This was one of those times. 
The class was Year 10 – around 15 years old. He’d 
been lucky to avoid them on previous occasions – 
they were what even experienced teachers would 
call ‘challenging’. There was usually a ring-leader 
in the class, with a group of ‘followers’ who’d do 
all they could do disrupt the status quo. The ring 
leader in this class was a very big-built young lad 
called Cody, and he’d already been suspended 
several times, so much so that the local police 
had asked that he remain at school where it was 
deemed he would do ‘less harm’. The call for a 

relief teacher had come about as a result of the 
normal teacher taking extended ‘stress leave’ and 
a succession of relief teachers had followed – the 
last one apparently walking out of the class after 
about ten minutes when he’d been hit on the back 
of the head by an orange thrown across the class! 
So here he was, in front of a horrible class – again! 
The lesson was maths, in his opinion probably the 
most useful lesson in the curriculum. But students 
didn’t see it that way, of course. It was boring, hard 
to understand and “My Dad said he was never 
any good at maths, and he got on all right!” was 
quite common. He stood quietly surveying the 
class as the general hubbub gradually died down. 
He quickly noted the ‘bad lot’ at the back of the 
class, with the big lad in ‘pole position’ among his 
adoring fans. James noted that the lad was fiddling 
with something under his desk, and he realised it 
was probably a missile ready to throw at the first 
opportunity. He walked slowly up to the back 
of the class and stood right behind the lad, who 
twisted round to look up at him. “What’s up old 
man?” said Cody. James noted the typical lack of 
respect and calculated goading in the question. 
“How good are you?” asked James, “Do you think 
you could get that thing you’re playing with in the 
bin at the front of the class from here?” 
“What are you on about old man?”
Ignoring the rudeness: “Just as I thought. You can’t 
do it. Too hard for you.” And James started to walk 
back to the front of the class. Just then a small ball 
of paper shot past him and landed at the front of 
the class – but not in the bin.
“Good try, Cody. Better luck next time”. At least 
he’d disposed of one piece of Cody’s ammunition.
Whispered responses: “How did he know your 
name?”
James had been warned about Cody, luckily. 
He’d found that knowing the names of disruptive 
students was a very good start. 
It was probably one of the worst classes he’d ever 
had to look after – he couldn’t call it teaching, 
because he spent most of the hour-long lesson 
on behavioural problems. James just felt sorry for 
the students that might have wanted to do some 
worthwhile work.
At morning break the deputy head approached 
him. “How would you like to take that class until 
the end of the week?” he asked.
“Well, it wouldn’t be my number one choice, but 
I think I could do it. Please don’t expect too much 
though, with Cody in the class.”
The deputy smirked slightly. “I might be able to 

A Justice of the Peace (JP) is available to the public for 
witnessing documents such as Affidavits, Statutory 
Declarations & Wills. This is a free service to the 
community and there is no appointment necessary.
 When: Wednesdays
 Time: 9 am - 4 00 pm
 Venue: 1a Lily King Place, Gingin 
 Ph: 9575 1253

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE SIGNING CENTRE

help a bit there,” he said as he walked away.
The following day the class filed into the room 
quietly and sat down. Cody was looking around 
furtively. James was amazed. It was like a different 
class. What had changed? He was actually able to 
get through some of the work the class teacher 
had left!
The rest of the week followed in a similar fashion, 
but the class was getting more relaxed. James 
commented on the change in behaviour to the 
Deputy in the Friday lunch break. “I can’t believe 
they’ve changed so much after the first day. I’m 
beginning to think I’m not such a bad teacher 
after all!” 

“You’re actually a very good teacher, Mr Higgins. 
I’ve used a trick that I read about in an educational 
journal. I had a quiet word to Cody before you 
arrived on Tuesday. I told him that a video camera 
had been installed in a secret location, and that all 
activity in the class was being recorded!”
“Isn’t that illegal, without the parents’ consent?”
“It would be, if there was actually a camera there!”
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My Mum - BET
A cheeky grin,

A sparkling eye,
A knowing look;
Fiesty and spry.

A pocket rocket,
With zest and fire.

A cutting wit
When raised to ire.

A loving heart,
A kindly soul,
Not even years

Could take their toll.
Oh, she was tough!

As tough as they come.
Only pain in her loved ones

Could bring her undone.
The wisdom of our Ancestors

Grew that night,
As she closed her eyes
To this earthly light.
Now she’s with Ted

And her rainbow son,
Her Mum, Dad and some siblings

Together and one.
So let’s raise a glass
To a life well lived!

And continue her mission:
There’s laughter,

And love
To get and

To give.

Jan Price

Some call her Bouncing Betty
But she doesn’t bounce at all
No matter how she tries
She has only learnt to fall.
Should we wrap her up in 
pillows?
Or tie her to a chair?
Good ideas no doubt
But - who of us would dare?
A rubber tube around the waist
Might help her situation
Just fill it up with air
And help her with inflation.
At any rate at Meadow Springs
Her behaviour is outrageous
But we must admit she deserves
The name ...of
Gingin Bet Courageous

VALE – BETTY BOON 

The Committee, Staff and Volunteers of the Gingin CRC were very saddened to 
learn of the recent passing of one of our former Volunteers – Betty Boon. 

Betty commenced her very long volunteering career at the Telecentre and was a 
wonderful supporter of this organisation. 

Sincere sympathy is extended to her family at this sad time. 

 
Condolences are extended to Councillor Andrea Vis on the sad loss of her dearly 

loved father Hendrik (Hank) Vis. 

 
The Community was saddened to learn of the passing of Thelma Joy Shaw who died 
on 21st August 2020 at the age of 84. Thelma (nee Glover) had lived in the district all 

her life and was the dearly beloved wife of Phillip (dec). Much loved mother of 
Margaret, mother-in-law of Russell. Loved nana of Melissa and Stuart, Michael and 

Amanda. Great-nana of Hamish and Patrick. 

Thelma was a lovely, quiet and gentle lady who will be sadly missed by all of us. 

 
VALE – CHARLES (CHILLA) PORTER 

Sincere condolences to our Federal Member of Parliament, the Attorney General, 
Christian Porter, on the sad loss of his beloved father. 
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Independent Public School
Gingin District High School has been awarded 
Independent Public School status after a 
sustained effort from Acting Principal, Deb 
Unwin and School Board Chair, Kim Rule.  
The school was selected as one of only 
twenty-nine schools from a field of eighty-four 
schools who applied.
Kim Rule said “As both a community member 
and Chair of the School Board, I am delighted 
about our achievement of Independent Public 
School Status”. 
“This gives us the autonomy and flexibility 
to work in partnership with local businesses 
and supporting local industry while allowing 
our students and school once more, to be 
the beating heart of our community.  Further 
building on our curriculum, the IPS journey 
has enabled us to put in place courses 
and experiences for our students including 
horticulture qualifications, volunteer firefighter 
accreditation and a STEM partnership with 
Yanchep Secondary College.  With the support 
of local business work placements and our 
already very strong pastoral care provision, 
Gingin District High School has much to look 
forward to.”
The school looks forward to developing our 
School Board structure and many of the other 
benefits that come from being an Independent 
Public School.  The School Board will guide the 
strategic direction of the school in line with the 
school’s Business Plan.  The current Strategic 
Plan will be changed to develop a new three 

year Business Plan.  A new Performance and 
Delivery Agreement will describe what the 
school is expected to provide to its students, 
staff and the community in exchange for the 
funding provided by the state government.
The Board will be guided by Western Australia’s 
School Education Act 1999 and regulations, 
which give a lot of scope for contextualising 
their work for Gingin District High School. 
School Improvements and Upgrades
Over the past term, the school has worked 
through a wide range of upgrades and 
improvements to classrooms and student 
facilities.  Students are appreciating the new 
split system air conditioners that have been 
installed in classrooms and make the learning 
environment more enjoyable and engaging.  
The basketball courts have been resurfaced 
and they will be repainted in the near future 
with new lines and markings.  
Perhaps the most significant improvements 
have been in the Food Technology (previously 
Home Economics) and Computing Technology 
areas.  These areas have been upgraded 
to present a more professional space for 
students, and will lead to improved student 
outcomes in these areas.
This is a major improvement for the school 
and will bring some of our secondary learning 
spaces into the twenty first century! 

Our August meeting 
was at my place. 
We had 20 members 
attend and we 
learnt about Indoor 
Plants focussing on 
Peperomias and their 
care.

Lots of garden 
questions, raffle and 
enjoying catching up.
Next month we are 
visiting Fran Haenni’s 
new garden, talking 
about Establishing 
New Gardens.

Irene

Gingin Museum & Historical Society 
Inc.

Annual General Meeting
To be held on 

Monday 7th September at 6:00pm
To be held at the Men Sheds meeting room

Everyone Welcome
Membership $5:50

continued on page 14

I Spy a new postie 
delivering  our mail 
around town, his 
name is Graeme 
and he is dog 
friendly, he will be 
hoping your dog is 
“postie friendly”.

12 13



 

 

 
 

21 August 2020 
 

Nationals WA vow to increase value of pensioner fuel card 
 
Moore MP, Shane Love MLA says the Country Age Pension Fuel Card will be boosted if The 
Nationals WA form government next year. 
 
Mr Love said card values would be lifted from $575 to $600 from next July and then re-linked 
to the Consumer Price Index (CPI) each year thereafter. 
 
“There are nearly 4,000 cardholders in Moore who will benefit from this overdue lift in card 
values,” he said. 
 
“With extra value the cardholders can get out with more confidence – and considering the 
months of COVID-19 restrictions it is important our pensioners re-engage with their 
communities. 
 
“The Country Age Pension Fuel Card is a flagship Nationals WA policy introduced in 2009 
that has provided great support for regional pensioners to be more active and connected 
with friends, loved ones and their community. 
 
“It also goes some way to acknowledge that regional pensioners do not have access to free 
or heavily subsidised public transport as those living in the metropolitan area do.” 
 
Recent analysis of fuel prices carried out by The Nationals WA showed motorists in regional 
areas continue to pay more on average at the bowser than those in Perth and many have 
limited or no access to public transport. 
 
Speaking also as The Nationals WA Deputy Leader and community services spokesperson 
Mr Love said $20 million of Royalties for Regions funding would be used to boost the 
Country Age Pension Fuel Card. 
 
“Our commitment recognises that regional pensioners continue to go without access to 
subsidised or free public transport enjoyed in metropolitan areas and brings card values up 
to a contemporary level,” he added. 
 
“We will also replace the issue of annual cards with a permanent card, saving an estimated 
$2.3 million in production and distribution costs, as well as allowing for the immediate 
recharge of card values each new financial year. 
 
“Our policy will help more than 55,000 card holders get out and about in their communities 
more – which after months of COVID-19 restrictions is more important than ever.” 
 
 
 

 

There will be more developments coming over 
time, so watch this space!

Kindy is a Buzz
Kindergarten students have had a terrific 
beginning to Term 3.  Every day the 
Kindergarten classroom is a buzz with all 
of our students shining!  All of the students 
are learning their sounds and developing 
themselves in all of the domains of learning 
– physical, cognitive, social / emotional, 
personal and life skills.  Today, Kindergarten 
students had a party to learn one of their 
sounds.  It was a Pyjama Party, and they had 
Pizza to eat, and they had a Pink Pig to help 
them learn their sound.  Can you think what 
sound they were learning today?

continued from page 13
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L o v e  o u r  G o l f i n g  F a m i l y       
The Gingin Golf Club was a buzz on Saturday 
15th August with our Juniors Golf children, 
mums, dad’s, uncles, grandparents and 
adopted golf members who joined in.  Even 
our oldest golfer who is in his 80’s commented 
on how he enjoyed the day. 
All participants were placed in teams of 
four playing an ambrose competition that 
concluded after 12 holes of play. A fantastic 
enjoyable day with lots of prizes and food for 
all.
A big thank you Carolyn and Andrew from 
our local “Gingin IGA Ex-Press” for their 
generous sponsorship of prizes, preparing 
and delivering on the course drinks, bags of 
lollies and hot dogs. Preparing and serving 
afternoon tea for the children, hamburgers for 
the adult followed by apple pie and ice-cream 
for all in attendance. 
The Club house was certainly buzzing with 
excitement with every team receiving a prize 
down to the team who were “out of luck”. A 
very enjoyable day.  Thanks to everyone who 
participated or supported the day.
August 1st Gingin Cellarbrations and 
Cameron Yates
Fifty Four players took 
part in a 2 person Ambrose 
competition followed by 
yummy hamburgers and 
chips  for tea.  Thanks 
to the younger members 
of the club for organising 
the day.

Winners team Colin Zappellie & Mick 
Emmanuel for the best golfers on the day.
Tim Crosby’s Invitation Day - 22nd August  
Sponsored by by Tim Crosby from Carramar 
Golf Course
Thirty six Men and Women played in a 
Stableford event. With seven of the Rare 
Birdies group from Collier Park up to challenge 
the Gingin Golf Club men.  The Gingin men’s 
team won the challenge on the day.
Winner – Jill Lane with 
38pts  
Men’s Winner Brian 
Carter 36 pts
Men’s Runner Up – 
Mark Sanders
Ladies Runner Up – 
Kerry Fewster
Best non golflink player 
– Jack Watson Gingin 
Road House and Caravan Park  
The Lucky winning Hidden Partners Team 
was Kaye Bingham and Maria Crisp. 

The latest pop up display in the foyers of the 
Gingin Community Resource Centre and the 
Bendigo Bank, feature the Toys and Games of 
a Bygone Era 1860 – 1960. We are sure these 
treasures will bring back many memories of 
happy days.
The Gingin Museum and Historical Group 
thank all who have assisted in making the 
display possible.
Preamble - Toys and Why Play?
Toys are virtually a must in the activity of play. 
They do not have to be expensive or elaborate. 
A sheet of paper fashioned into an aeroplane 
can give as much fun as the most expensive 
toy when flown from a back row desk in a 
classroom!
Educators, childhood development experts, 
researchers and paediatricians worldwide are 
all in agreement – for children to learn best, 
they need “real play”.
So what is “real play”?
This is play that is chosen freely by the children 
themselves, it is creative and can include 
“make believe” and the bending of reality, the 
child is both physically and mentally active and 
it has “negotiated” rules that are made by the 
children themselves.
An international survey in 2015 of over 12,000 
families in 10 countries confirmed that children 
everywhere spend much less time than 
previous generations on self-directed outdoor 
play, with over half of the children in the survey 
spending less than 1 hour a day on outside 
play and almost 1 in 10 children never playing 
outside at all. 
A frightening fact of the survey was that by the 
age of 3, screen time had become the dominant 
way for children to play and by the age of 7, 
children spend up to 2¼ of these 7 years in 
front of screens.  The play of 2020 certainly 
looks very different to the play of children in 
1920.

Source for Preamble: Sahlberg P and Doyle W 
(2019) Let the Children Play, Oxford University 
Press

History of some of the Toys and 
Games on Display

Marbles (also known as “Alleys” or 
“doogs”)
Believed to have originated from Ancient 
Greece and Egypt, these little spheres are 
amongst the oldest toys in the world. The first 
ones discovered were made from gemstone 
materials. Over time, the spheres started to 
be made out of marble, hence the name of the 
game “marbles”, but today’s marbles are made 
from a glass compound. The game of marbles 
is still popular. Marbles have now become a 
“collectable’’. The more complex the pattern 
within the glass the more valuable.
Mikado
This game was a forerunner of the popular 
Pick up Sticks of the 1960’s and as a game 
itself is still played today. It is believed to have 
originated in Japan around 200BC.
Mikado is the ancient name for the Emperor 
of Japan and is the name of the wooden stick 
that has the highest value. In Pick up Sticks the 
highest valued stick is black in colour and has 
a value of 10 points. Both games require finger 
dexterity.
Snakes and Ladders
This iconic board game is based on the Indian 
Game of Moksa Patama, invented in the 13th 
century. The original game was rich in religious 
symbolism and was to teach children through 
play about the consequences of their actions, 
both good and bad.
The modern day version is purely for fun – 
but how maddening it is to encounter a snake 
shortly before the winning line. Maybe still 
teaching us that the prize may take longer to 
achieve than we expected!!

Bingo
The game originated in Italy where a similar 
lottery game has been played since the early 
1500’s.
The name of Bingo came about by accident 
when a salesman saw a group playing the game 
which was being called Beano in America – so 
called as the numbers which had been drawn 
were covered by dried beans. Folk lore has it 
that the winner of the game shouted “Bingo” 

Toys and Games of a B y g o n e  E r a .
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instead of “Beano” and the salesman being 
somewhat of an entrepreneur registered the 
game under the name of Bingo which is now 
seen today as more of an adult game for the 
middle aged and elderly.
Dolls
The history of dolls is almost as old as mankind. 
Small wooden dolls found in Egyptian tombs 
were to be used in the 
afterlife. Only a few 
early examples of dolls 
have survived down 
the centuries as they 
were made of a range 
of perishable materials 
such as wax, wood, 
clay and straw.
C o m m e r c i a l 
manufacture of dolls 
began in the 15th 
century and by the mid 
19th century the first “fashion dolls” were 
produced in Paris. They were not designed as 
playthings but items of status for the wealthy 
and used to inspire their daughters to be well 
dressed and “pale and interesting” to achieve 
a good marriage.
When childhood was recognised as a phase 
of life in the 19th century dolls began to take 
centre stage as a toy and playmate.
Post Second World War, dolls became a 
commercial success with the advent of new 
processing techniques and materials. Soft 
rubber and plastic facilitated mass production. 
The Barbie doll introduced in 1959 remains 
the highest selling doll around the world.
Needlework Box and Sewing 
machine
Many little girls 
were given a small 
needlework box, and 
although technically 
not a “toy” girls would 
be shown how to make 
simple clothing and 
items for their dolls. The 
boxes were often made 
of wicker and lined with 
plush sateen. Little girls 
were encouraged to 
learn various stitches 
- hemming squares 

of white cotton fabric into handkerchiefs 
became a favourite pastime. These would 
then be decorated in the corner with a small 
embroidery and maybe given to Grandma or 
a favourite aunt as a present.
Needlework was a compulsory subject for the 
first two years of high school for all girls and 
“sampler books” of types of stitches to assess 
competence had to be completed by those 
students who took needlework in their senior 
school years. For many the “play” of sewing 
as a child became a lifelong and valued skill.
Blocks
They are one of the most simple toys in the world 
and believed to have originated in England in 
the late 1600’s when the educational potential 
of blocks with letters printed on them to teach 
children the alphabet was recognized. From 
alphabet blocks they progressed to being 
painted with simple scenes and animals. 
Not only did the children learn their alphabet 
they could recreate the picture or animal 
if they stacked the blocks together in the 
correct order. The 3 year old still has much 
fun stacking blocks vertically and smashing 
them down !!
Tin Toys
Industrialisation in the mid 19th century was 
the beginning of Tin Toys and originated in 
Germany. They came in many forms – small 
farmyard animals, cars and trains were the 
most popular. Australian manufacturers of 
tin toys did a roaring trade making native 
wildlife, such as kangaroos and wombats in 
the 1950’s.
A wind up key would enable an internal 
clockwork mechanism to propel the toy along 
much to the delight of the child – and the 
frustration of the parent when the key was 
lost!! With the advent of the battery operated 
toy they have lost their popularity.
Dolls Pram
The dolls pram is a fairly recent phenomenon 
and was initially crafted by a father or 
grandfather in the mid 19th century. Over the 
years they have progressed from being made 
of very simple materials found around the 
family home to highly crafted and expensive 
images of today’s modern pram.
A little girl walking around with her dolly in a 
pram is a rare sight today. Dolls prams were 
also very handy to carry around the new kitten 
or puppy.

Teddy bears
Teddy bears are the sort of childhood friends 
who often accompany us into adulthood. The 
original bear type is said to have been made 
in Germany and those who are avid watchers 
of the television program Antiques Road 
Show will all know of the Steiff bear famous 
for the small metal button in the ear and its 
jointed limbs. The origin of the word Teddy is 
a bit obscure and may have come via the nick 
name of Teddy Roosevelt, a U.S a President.
The Australian equivalent of the bear were 
furry koalas, kangaroos and wombats; the 
fur usually being of rabbit of which Australia 
had an abundance. They are still much loved 
“comfort toys” especially at bedtimes.
Cars - Dinky, Corgi and Matchbox
Dinky – initially these little cars were sold as 
an accessory to the Hornby train sets of the 
early 1930’s, but with popularity in sales they 
were given the brand name of Dinky in 1934. 
Toy cars caught the imagination of children 
everywhere, probably due to the growing 
motor car industry of this era. Although Dinky’s 
are still made today the Matchbox company 
acquired the rights of the name in 1988.
Corgi – these toys were launched by Mettoy in 
1956 to rival Dinky’s domination in the car toy 
market and had an extra touch of refinement 
with tiny working parts, clear plastic in the 
windows, jewelled headlights and bonnets 
and boots that actually opened!!
The 1960’s was the heyday of the Corgi and 
in 1966 the Batmobile sold over 5 million 
models. 
Matchbox - school rules in England in 
the 1950’s stated no toys bigger than a 
matchbox were allowed in the school yard. 
An enterprising father who was a casting 
expert for Lesney Products made a tiny car 
for his daughter and put it in a matchbox to 
demonstrate its proportions and from this the 
Matchbox car made by Lesney was born. 
The first miniature vehicles were sold in tiny 
boxes. The standard of casting and detailed 
hand paint work made Matchbox vehicles 
very attractive. The Lesney Company closed 
in 1982 but its original director reformed the 
business and it is still manufacturing under 
the Lledo name.
Toy Trains
The display is very fortunate in having  a 
complete Hornby train set made in the 1930’s.

Model trains were first produced in the 
1850’s. Since then they have been driven 
by steam (made by the Bing Company in 
the early 1900’s), clockwork or electricity 
and made in a variety of gauges. Children 
had countless hours of fun playing with their 
train sets – be they only an engine and a few 
carriage to models that covered a whole table. 
Accessories such as signals, fuel tankers and 
wayside farm animals and sheds became a 
“must”, and part of playtime with trains. Model 
train clubs were very popular in the 1950’s, 
especially with the adult child.
Knuckle bones (also known as 
Five-stones or Jacks)
This game possibly originated in Ancient 
Egypt using a small bone from the ankle/hock 
of a sheep or goat. 
The number of knuckle bones used in the 
game has varied over time between 5 and 10 
pieces. The simplest game is when 5 pieces 
are tossed into the air, with the winner catching 
the greatest number of pieces on the back of 
the hand.
Complex games of knuckle bones have 
acquired names such as Peas in a pod, Eggs 
in a basket, and Double bounces; the winner 
being the first player to successfully complete 
the prescribed series of throws.  Knuckle 
bones are said to be the origin for the dice 
and  games of chance.  Through the ages 
“knuckles” have been makd of many materials 
brass, marble, wood and even gold.
Many of us who have a farming background 
had a set of actual bone knuckles from a sheep 
that where painted in various colours.  The 
modern day knuckle bone is made of plastic or 
metal and may not even resemble the original 
bone knuckle in shape - the importance being 
to have knobs or points which effect balance.
The games of knuckle bones and marbles 
were equally popular amoungst both boys and 
girls as they could easily be carried to school 
and played during the break times between 
classes.
Pedal Car
Pedal car history goes back to the 1890’s 
when those built were modelled on the new 
invention of the time – the motor car. Of 
course every child wanted one but their cost 
meant they were only available for children of 
wealthy families.
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However, children being inventive, soon started 
to make basic homemade models with parts 
and metal they found in their families garage or 
off a local scrap heap. These home made pedal 
cars became the inspiration for the racier, but 
also home made, “go cart” with its small front 
wheels and supposedly aerodynamic body. 
Pedal cars were popular as a toy between the 
1920’s - 1960’s. 
Children had hours of fun whizzing around in 
their pedal car but interest waned in the 1960’s 
as space exploration captured the imagination 
of children and new toys began to reflect this 
changing interest. Also new safety standards 
and the advent of plastic virtually put traditional 
metal pedal car production out of business. 
Today pedal cars have “morphed” into exotic 
vehicles such as firetrucks and motorbikes and 
are powered by an electric power pack. No 
pedal power required.
Blocks
They are one of the most simple toys in the 
world and believed 
to have originated in 
England in the late 
1600’s when the 
educational potential 
of blocks with letters 
printed on them to teach 
children the alphabet 
was recognized. From 
alphabet blocks they 
progressed to being 
painted with simple 
scenes and animals. 
Not only did the 
children learn their alphabet they could recreate 
the picture or animal if they stacked the blocks 
together in the correct order. The 3 year old still 
has much fun stacking blocks vertically and 
smashing them down !!
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Compiled by Mary Cameron.

EMBRACE DIVERSITY 
AND IMPROVE BUSINESS 

PRODUCTIVITY! INFORMATION 
SESSION

On Thursday 2 July the Gingin CRC hosted 
an APM Communities Information session 
providing detailed information on the National 
Disability Insurance Scheme and a free 
program on offer for Shire of Gingin businesses 
and community organisers to build upon and 
expand their service for all people with disability.
APM - Is a community support organisation for 
persons who have sustained an injury, illness 
or have a disability. APM was selected by the 
National Disability Insurance Agency (NDIA) to 
deliver the  NDIS  Services. 
APM provide the following support - 
• Helps to link people under the age of  
 65 with a significant & permanent  
 disability to the NDIS.
• Links people with a disability, their  
 family and carers to information,   
 services and support in the community. 
• Works with local businesses,   
 organisations and community services  
 in WA to develop stronger connections 
 to support people with disability
 across the state.
The free program on offer for Shire of Gingin 
businesses and community organisations 
involved the provision of a Disability Support 
Officer consultant to provide advice on creating 
a more welcoming, confident and accessible 
consumer environment for people with a 
disability, as they are a largely an untapped 
customer base. If your business or organisation 
is interested in participating in this program 
please contact Jessica Eastaugh, PwDWA 
Disability Field Officer (DFO) 9485 8900 before 
December 2020 to register for this amazing 
opportunity. 
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RUBBISH 
 

Rubbish, rubbish, rubbish                                                                                                                                               
what this is all about                                                                                                                                                          
we all must care, I wish                                                                                                                                                           
our planet to help out 

We all must eat                                                                                                                                                                    
we all must drink                                                                                                                                                      
standing up or on a seat                                                                                                                                                    
but what to do with it,                                                                                                                                                   
should my rubbish sink? 

It’s a crime not to bin it                                                                                                                                                     
of that we’re aware                                                                                                                                                           
but what to do with it                                                                                                                                                              
do we really care? 

This World is our home                                                                                                                                                         
it’s all that we have                                                                                                                                                         
other planets to roam                                                                                                                                                           
I don’t think so. 

You’ll pardon my rave                                                                                                                                                                
old habits must change                                                                                                                                                          
we must all re-arrange                                                                                                                                                        
our thinking of life                                                                                                                                                                          
we’re in enough strife 

We must save where we’re at                                                                                                                                                 
’cos our World is our home                                                                                                                                                   
do our best to recycle                                                                                                                                            
yes, on your bike Michael                                                                                                                                            
near & far we may roam                                                                                                                                                    
lost my hat, found a comb 

Think it out, shout                                                                                                                                                                  
don’t be a lout,                                                                                                                                                                  
give this wit some thought                                                                                                                                                 
or we’ll all come to nought                                                                                                                                          
rubbish, rubbish, rubbish. 

Teresa (Terry) Gent 
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Business Directory

expires Dec 19
$400

Shop: 9575 2220
Alan: 0407 993 620

On a recent lovely sunny morning, three 
community minded citizens, all aged 70+ 
years, spent 50 minutes collecting six and a 
half KABC rubbish bags full of other people’s 
litter from the Reserve on Cockram Road, 
between Brand Highway and Creighton Road.

The majority of the rubbish was on the northern 
side of Cockram Road, which would indicate 
that it has been thrown out of the window of 
vehicles entering Gingin. Unfortunately, this is 
the section of road where most visitors come 
into town and while negotiating the railway 
line and next corner aren’t travelling very fast, 
so get a good look at the crap that has been 
discarded by those who think the Reserve is 
their private rubbish bin.

The litter collectors disturbed three huge 
kangaroos who were in the Reserve at the 
time and crossed Cockram Road - luckily no 
vehicles were in the vicinity when they jumped 
across the bitumen!  Be warned motorists -  
keep an eye peeled for these ‘roos.

If any other community minded citizens are 
interested in doing some litter collection, 
KABC rubbish bags, gloves, hi-viz jackets, 
a sharps container are available from the 
CRC Office during working hours. Please be 
advised that this must be done on a voluntary 
basis as there is no Insurance, prizes or other 
incentives – just clean verges! 

NULLILLA’S LITTER    
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expires Dec 19
$120

expires Dec 19
paid $132

expires Dec 
$120

expires Dec 19
$200

expires Dec/19
$200

expires Dec 19
$200
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Reservations are 
essential on all 
services and can be 
made up to three 
months in advance. 
Bookings can be 
made from anywhere 
in Australia on 1300 
662 205 (Local call 
cost) from 6.30am 
to 6.00pm Monday 
to Friday 6.30am to 
5.30pm Saturday and 
7.30am to 5.30pm on 
Sunday (WST) or at  
Trans  WA booking  
centres  or accredited 
agents. Bookings can 
be made online at 
www.transwa.wa.gov.
au. Concession fares 
are available to WA 
seniors, pensioners 
and health care 
card holders upon 
presentation of their 
entitlement card and 
proof of identity at 
the time of purchase. 
If booking by phone, 
passengers need 
to quote the card 
number when booking 

and present their 
entitlement card 
when collecting their 
ticket or boarding 
the service. Full 
time students (Aust. 
Residents) aged 
16 years and older 
may be entitled to 
a reduction in fares 
on presentation of 
their Transperth 
Smartrider Student 
Card available from 
schools, colleges and 
universities. 

Concession cards need 
to be carried at all 
times and presented 
on request.  

Concession fares 
cannot be booked 
online. Bookings from 
Gingin MUST be made 
at least 24 HOURS in  
advance.
Please call at Gingin 
Community Resource 
Centre  Inc. for further 
information or phone  
9575 1253.

Trans WA Bookings
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expires Dec 19
$650

expires Dec 19
$350

expires Dec 19
$650

expires Dec 19
$350
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