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Editor’s Note

At the time of writing this, Covid
Stage 5 safety guidelines planned
for WA on 1st August have been
pushed back based on the latest
health advice, and no doubt, due
to the terrible state of affairs over
east. We can’t help but feel very
lucky to be a sandgroper (are we
still called that) and have the WA
Premier we have at this time.
We have seen a slight increase in
visitations here at the Resource
and Visitor Centre. There was
certainly a convoy of caravans
heading north just after the Covid
stage 4 safety guidelines came
into effect in late June.
The Gingin Railway Station has
also been getting reasonable
weekend visitors since it reopened
and this is sure to rise further
with the opening of the “Station
Trackside Café” on 31st July.

Melinda Kingston
Admin Assistant

We wish Alison and Phil all the
best for their café business.
Tax time is upon us and this year
Gingin CRC can offer online tax
assessment assistance from 1st
August for basic tax lodgements.
As always we have the government
computer available for selfcompletion of tax assessments or
if assistance is required please
call to make a booking with Roz on
9575 1253.
Thanks again to all of our visitors
and regulars for social distancing,
hand washing or sterilizing in the
Centre, keeping us all safe. We
look forward to Covid Stage 5
safety guidelines coming in later in
August.

Disclaimer:
The information contained in the Gingin Buzz is for
general information purposes only. The Gingin CRC
assumes no responsibility for errors or omissions
in the content in the articles published, particularly
those provided from various contributors.
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Maddison Corke
Centre Assistant

Carrie Edwards
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Ladies Golf News

Sport Corner

The Gingin Golf course is
looking pretty good with
these beautiful sunny
days and consistent rain
each week.
Marnee Pearse and
Nina
Foulkes-Taylor
took advantage of good
playing
conditions
recently winning the
state’s “Jubilee Fours”
competition with 31
points and will attend the
Golf WA States play off in
September, playing on a
city course.
Northam Golf Club’s
Ladies Open Day.
Five
Gingin
ladies
travelled to Northam to
attended our first Ladies
Golf Open Day for 2020
season, under Covid-19
regulations.
Twenty
eight
ladies
took part in an 18 hole
Stableford event. The
day was well organised
with food prepared and
presented by three local
club members having
completed the Covid
course for preparing food.
Two of the our Gingin
girls were awarded the
Winner and Runner-Up
prizes and a novelty or
too.

Gingin Golf Club

On 25 July the Golf Club was pleased to host
competitors for the Wallace Shield. Despite early
cancellation of many of this seasons fixtures due to
Covid 19 the relaxation of some restrictions enabled
this event to be held, whilst observing the current
pandemic rules. The Wallace Shield has now been
running continuously and this year represents the
53rd anniversary of the event.
It was a real pleasure to have the company of Norm
and Gary Wallace, who busied themselves in the
kitchen preparing the sausages for the hungry
players and reacquainting themselves with many
old friends. June Wallace, a co-sponsor of the event,
was unable to attend but our best wishes were
delivered to her during the formalities and we hope
to see her in the future. The condition of the course
had been groomed to a super standard, thanks to
the efforts of the Course Manager and his team and
the weather couldn’t have been better for a great
day out.
Twenty one men played the eighteen hole stroke
competition and this
year’s winner was Chris
Bell with a nett score
of 69, Hughan McVee
was the runner up and
congratulations to Sam
Martin who came a
creditable third. Norm
performed the duty of
presenting the various prizes and it was good to see
that despite recent illness, he appears to be in good
shape and has not lost any of his zeal for life. Despite
the longevity of this event it still remains relevant to
all our members and is perhaps the premier event
that we all wish to win. From the writer’s perspective
this could be as they said in The Castle “tell him he’s
dreaming” but you never know there’s always next
year.
Thanks to all the
volunteers at the
Club who helped put
together a memorable
day to do justice to
Norm, Gary and the
Wallace family.

Above: Kerry Fewster Winner
and Marnee PearceRunner-Up

Wednesday the 22nd
July, ten ladies played in
the “Gingin Pharmacy”
Stableford competition
on a perfect golfing day
with no wind or rain on a
well prepared course.

Above Norm Wallace with Marnee Pearce Ladies Winner
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(thanks to voluntary
course
maintenance
members).Carolyn
Brodie-Hall won the
day with 36pts and was
closely followed by Nina
Foulkes-Taylor with 35pts.
All players were pleasantly
surprised to receive
a special gift voucher.
Thanks to Caroline Wilson
from Gingin & Bindoon
Pharmacy.

This public health poster was part of a
government campaign in New South Wales
to limit the spread of the deadly Spanish flu
pandemic of 1918 - 1919.
Illustrator and author May Gibbs (of the
Gumnut Baby Stories) was one of the most
popular children’s writers of the time. She used
familiar characters from her children’s stories
to encourage readers, especially children, to
wear masks to reduce the spread of the deadly
infection.
The drawing still remains relevant today. It
is saying “wear a mask to reduce infection”
It implies social distancing with the spacing
between the two characters, and it is asking “Are
you OK” - a phrase that we are all encouraged
to ask of our friends and neighbours during this
time.

Junior Golf twenty two
boys and girls recently
received
professional
coaching
from
Rob
Farley from Carramar
Golf Course. The older
groups are now playing
6 and 9 holes on a
Saturday morning. Our
younger golfers have
been enjoying a game or
two of Tee-Ball. Playing
against their parents on
a Tuesday afternoon after
school. The golf swing is
very similar to a tee ball
swing. We have booked
Rob Farley again for the
29th August for some
more coaching to fine
tune the children’s golf
skills.
A “Family Day” is being
organised for Saturday
the 15th August, With
Teams being made up of
a Junior Golfer, Parent
/ Grandparent or friend
and a golfer to play in an
ambrose
competition.
Keep an eye out for future
news about this day as it
should be a fun day with
lots of different prizes.
7

In those Dark Days I rarely left my home. When I
did, I was very careful to wear an effective mask,
gloves and long sleeves. I kept away from people
as if they radiated the disease. I used my camera
to record what I saw for perhaps the time when
we could look back on all this. I saw many people
dying on footpaths, smashed shop-fronts, mostly
deserted streets and an all-pervading air of doom.
One of the early reasons for the rapid spread of
the Virus was that culture of ‘Greed’. It wasn’t just
the desire to make a particular economy ‘work’,
it was that near-sighted view to hang on to as
much profit as they could from businesses that
had gouged as much money as possible from the
populace. There was a rush to ‘get back to work’
and the battle between world health and world
economy was only going to produce one winner,
and that was Greed.
After months of to-ing and fro-ing of restrictions
and lockdowns the first vaccines were available.
So desperate was the need, that proper testing
was not carried out effectively, and the side effects
were devastating. The death toll mounted. Some
vaccines offered what appeared to be a cure, yet
the recipient became a carrier.
Even then, world leaders argued. Democratic
governments bickered amongst themselves
and very little common ground was covered.
The American President continued to ridicule
anybody who dared to disagree with one of his
actions or uninformed statements, making each
criticism a personal attack. When the populace
required a strong guiding hand, many leaders like
this were found wanting. The centuries old lack
of trust between some countries became a huge
stumbling block to common agreement for control
of the Virus, as leaders were really too stupid to
understand the huge mistake they were making.
Climate change, racial tensions and inequalities
still overshadowed the much greater problem of
the Virus. Even individual countries were unable
to concentrate their efforts with so much relative
triviality diffusing their focus.
If there was a God, as some people thought, I
wondered what His reaction would be to the way
in which we handled this crisis. He would probably
be shaking His head in disbelief. Then again, what
could He really expect from children? We had a
chance to change our ways and couldn’t. We were
simply unable to cooperate as a human race.

Dark Days
By Alan Gent
The Virus had taken us by surprise. Looking back,
we had a wonderful opportunity to come together
as a World – not just a collection of nations – to
work together to defeat the ‘common enemy’ – the
Virus. We missed our chance. Greed, corruption,
unbridled ambition and just plain stupidity got in
the way. Perhaps we are simply children after all
and haven’t really progressed very much from the
Stone Age.
The initial reaction by some leaders was good
– they ‘modelled’ the possibilities confronting
nations. Should we simply ‘let it go’ and decimate
the population, allowing natural immunity to
protect the lucky ones, or should we try to protect
everybody and hope for a vaccine before the Virus
spread? Some nations took the ‘lazy’ way and
allowed their people to die. Many nations closed
borders and instituted ‘lock-downs’ that severely
restricted movement. The initial panic that came
from the knowledge of a Pandemic resulted in a
whole lot of assumed essential items to be ‘stockpiled’ by the more stupid among us. The “I’m
alright Jack” attitude prevailed for a while. There
was deceit, subterfuge, hidden agendas and a
whole lot of selfishness that showed itself in those
early days. Many people simply shrugged this off
as ‘human nature’. The death toll mounted.
These were the Dark Days.
We missed our opportunity to defeat the Virus
in those early days. “It wasn’t us” proclaimed
the Chinese, and the culture of Blame took over.
When childish mentality ruled a country, what real
hope was there? The incredible narcissistic ego of
the American President killed many millions in the
end, as the Virus gained momentum. It became
a race against time, with laboratories scrambling
to produce an effective vaccine while one country
after another became decimated. It was slowly
realised that recovery from the Virus was not a
guarantee of immunity and that lack of symptoms
did not prevent transmission of the disease.
Community transmission was not completely
understood – people were becoming infected for
no apparent reason in isolated areas. Could the
disease have mutated to become air-borne in
microscopic particles? The health organisations
could not reach agreement. They really had no
idea.
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Eventually, of course, we did get over it, but millions
of people needlessly died before we could control
the Virus juggernaut that cut a swathe through
our population. I now sit back in my room with the
windows open. The birds are singing outside, and I
can hear one or two cars moving up and down the
street. The happy sound of children drifts up to me
and I feel a great joy within me in the realisation
that these children will never have to remember
the horror that our generation created in the Dark
Days. But did we learn anything? I’d like to think so,
but I doubt it.

GINGIN RED CROSS UNIT
meets 3rd Thursday of the month at the

RED CROSS MEETING ROOM
(old Red Cross shop, behind the Police Station)

next meeting

20th August
9.30 AM
for details please contact

Karyn
0437 780 406
Margaret
9575 2231
NEW MEMBERS MOST WELCOME

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE SIGNING CENTRE
A Justice of the Peace (JP) is available to the public for
witnessing documents such as Affidavits, Statutory
Declarations & Wills. This is a free service to the
community and there is no appointment necessary.
When: Wednesdays
Time: 9 am - 4 00 pm
Venue: 1a Lily King Place, Gingin
Ph: 9575 1253
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Donation to Gingin South
Bush Fire Brigade Volunteers
Artist Brad Kay’s exhibition ‘Feathers,
Fur, Anything’ at the Gingin Railway
Station Art Gallery was on display from
late January to early March this year.
Amongst Brad’s artwork on display
were two painted fire extinguishers
depicting fire engines and firemen, of
which the proceeds of sales were to
be donated by Brad to the local Gingin
Bush Volunteer Fire Fighters.
Brad is aware of the commitment of
the local volunteers and appreciates all
work and efforts to fighting the fires and
keeping the community safe by these
special people.

On the first of July at the Gingin Railway
Station Brad presented the donation of
the takings of the artwork sold along with
one of the painted
extinguishers
to keep at their
headquarters
to Craig Hyne
Captain of the
Gingin South Bush
Fire Brigade.

Our group held a “social distance coffee morning”
in June to catch up and see what we felt about
comfortably doing in the coming months.
Overwhelming vote was for a day out in July.
So a bus trip was organised and on Friday 10th
we travelled to Guilford Nursery which was full of
beautiful fresh stock and heaps of bare rooted tree
varieties.
Our lunch was at “Poste” and Michael and his
team did a superb job. The food was delicious and
the presentation and effort put in for our Club
was wonderful. We were given an insight into the
garden engineering on a block in Darlington and
some retail therapy followed.
From there our bus with its boot filling quickly,
travelled to David’s Garden Centre in High Wycombe,
Zanthorrea and on to Dawson’s in Forrestfield, all of
which were enjoyed and we managed to cater for
all tastes in gardening.
It was a most enjoyable day and the bus was full
with all our purchases.
Irene Neville
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Sunday Vigil: St Anne’s
Bindoon 7.30pm
Virgin of Revelation Shrine, Bullsbrook
9.30am (9.00am Rosary)

Church Corner

Uniting Church

Weld Street, Gingin
2nd and 4th Sunday of each month at 10 am

Anglican Church

St Lukes, Gingin
1st and 3rd Sunday of each month at 9.30 am

SCHEDULE OF ORDINARY
COUNCIL MEETINGS FOR 2020
18 August 2020
15 September 2020
20 October 2020
17 November 2020
15 December 2020
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This is a True Story - Believe it or not

The original sales person I had spoken to rang
on the Monday to confirm two service men
would be visiting for installation of the new
product. At this time I requested a copy of the
contract I had signed and it was agreed to be
forwarded via email.
The following day another service person rang
to organize dates for installation. By this stage
I had started on the process of getting advice
from the TIO. Clearly I felt I had signed up to an
NBN contract the preceding week – a path I did
not wish to follow.
I eventually made contact with the TIO. It was
a time consuming process through the call
centre but the person who answered my query
was very helpful. In conversation I was asked
my address and this is where the story gets
interesting.
In summary, I was advised the town of Gingin
has Fixed Wireless Internet and its residents
can retain their copper wire service. I was
also advised to contact the service provider that
I wished to cancel the contract I had signed. If
I had further problems I was to recontact the
TIO.
Next step – The contract I had requested from
the original sales person did not arrive via email
as promised. I tried to ring the number provided
on the business card and was advised it was a
disconnected number. I proceeded to send to the
email address, on the business card, advising
of the steps I had taken. In the interim, I was
advised by another service provider agency to
contact the Cancellation Disconnection Team
of the said provider of my wish to rescind the
contract – time was ticking by in terms of the
visits of the installation technicians. (I did know
that there is generally a cooling off period in
terms of when signing most contracts).
Again, this was a time consuming process to
contact the Cancellation Disconnection Team
Call Centre, but once connected, I explained the
story. All was resolved and the installation work
was cancelled. However, before cancellation
was effected the adviser checked and confirmed
that I lived in an area where there was a fixed
wireless connection and advised I could retain
my copper line.
Connecting to the NBN service was not
mandatory.
All was well – I had cancelled the contract
and I could retain the copper wire service to

Recently I visited a Service Van of a prominent
Telecommunications Service Provider that
came to Gingin. My purpose was to get advice
regarding information concerning a prepaid
voucher.
At the beginning of the conversation I clearly
stated I did not want to join NBN – I was
happy with the existing services I used, having
a copper landline connection and a mobile
phone and laptop that gave access to a mobile
network and data.
The service person quickly verified this
information through his data base, and also
noted he could give me a better “deal” if I
signed up to a “contract”. Again I stated I did
not want to connect to the NBN at this point
in time – I was assured this contract was not
an “NBN” service. However, after a few more
questions about my usage requirements I went
away having signed a contract. Of course a
reduction to my existing monthly payments for
this newly installed service was the lure!
I was then told to expect calls and visits from
two technicians who would install the necessary
equipment to connect me to this new service.
I queried the issue of my email address and
what would happen about the monies I had
recently paid for the 12 months prepaid
voucher. The answer was I would get a new
email address and the prepaid voucher would
be good for when I used my laptop other than
at my home address.
At the end of the conversation I requested
a business card from the adviser and the
handwritten note on which the amounts for the
proposed new service had been written.
Remember, I had gone to ask a question
concerning a prepaid voucher – and walked
away not having this query answered, but a
new contract which was “not NBN”.
I was not feeling particularly happy with
myself.
I pondered the situation and wondered
particularly about the issue of not receiving a
copy of the contract I had signed. I knew of
the Telecommunications Industry Ombudsman
(TIO) - an authority that gives advice on
telecommunications issues. Maybe they could
help me with the decision I had made and the
potential of cancelling the contract.
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my home. However, with all the media hype
about the fact we must connect to NBN and
a pervasive fear in the community we will be
summarily “cut off” from the landline service, I
again wanted this advice in writing – maybe I
had heard incorrectly from these two different
call centre advisers. So off goes another email
to the service provider for this confirmation –
the return response was to contact the NBN
Web site!!
Are you confused?
I did check the NBN website – and after working
my way through a myriad of information which
was not particularly clear, the following has
been understood for my home/area.
The existing lines and services at
•
your premises will not be altered or
changed by connecting to an NBN Fixed
Wireless service.
In Fixed Wireless Service areas,
•
premises will have the choice to
keep their existing phone service over
the copper network active.
Also it would appear the location
•
of telecommunication towers determines
a Fixed Wireless area.
You may now ask - am I a crank? Why have I
pursued the matter when I was being assured
of a cheaper service? The implied answer has
been it “is the thing to do”. This is a mandatory
matter and we must all join up.
However, to date in my reckoning, the NBN
service has not had an exemplary track record
- the service has not been particularly reliable,
the Internet speed in some instances has not
been any better and where there has been
need for emergency services it has downright
failed the user.
So my answers are:
•
I want to make an informed choice.
•
I do not want to be “pressure sales’d”
into a product that I may not need.
•
I want to be given a copy of a contract I
have signed, either at the time of the
deal or immediately afterwards on
request.
•
If I have a good service that meets my
needs why change it for something that
may not prove as reliable?
•
I want to be told I have a cooling off
period when signing any contract.
•
I do not want to have another email
address (or a 2nd)

I want to retain my landline phone
and number as a choice and as a backup, particularly for emergency calls as
it provides greater clarity of reception
and continuity of the call signal. We all
at times have experienced mobile
reception “drop out”.
What happens if the NBN, which is a Federal
Government owned product, is sold to a
privately owned multinational conglomerate?
What has been the cost to me to date?
Obviously considerable time in generating
emails and waiting at the end of a phone - a
thought that I have become a cranky troglodyte
not wishing to embrace changing technologies,
and a more expensive service. But it meets my
needs and is reliable.
“Please explain” - in plain English - What defines
a Fixed Wireless area? What is the function of
the two telecommunications towers visible on
the boundaries of the Gingin Townsite and
what is the function of the Gingin Telephone
Exchange these days?
I happily await a response and even more
happily will comply if necessary.
We have received a number of informational
flyers over the past 2 years about the coming
of NBN. Mostly advising of its virtues and
listing the various service providers who will
connect our households to the NBN service.
It is important to remember there are multiple
service providers, all offering good “deals” to
connect to NBN.
In the meantime for all those who have connected
to NBN and have a changed email address and
in particular a changed phone number (landline
or mobile), it is vitally important you notify
emergency services, service facilities, next of
kin and neighbours of these changes.
Also don’t forget to contact the Regional
Telephone Directory if you wish a new number
to be published (now published by Sensis)
and our local community directory to ensure a
change of entry at the next publication.
Believe it or not!!
Mary Cameron
•

19

Gingin CRC has plans to be a

Container Donation Point

Gingin CRC has been successful in attaining a
Container Deposit Scheme Community Grant
to become a donation point. This will require
making a planning application to Shire for
location of the donation point. Further updates
will be provided as they come to hand.
On 1 October 2020, Containers for Change
will launch in Western Australia!
Containers for Change is our new state-wide
container deposit scheme that lets you cash in
eligible containers for 10-cents each or donate
them to a donation point.
In WA, we use more than 1.3 billion eligible drink
containers each year; enough drink containers
to line a path from Perth to Broome.
When it comes to recycling, Western Australians
will soon have the chance to make real change
and earn cash while we do it!
Containers for Change aims to
•
reduce litter and landfill
increase recycling
•
•
create jobs
•
provide opportunities for social
enterprise and benefits for community
organisations

•

•

•

Ineligible beverage containers

There are some beverage containers that are
not eligible for a refund. Generally, ineligible
containers are those that are less than
150ml and greater than 3L.
Most ineligible containers, such as plain milk
bottles and glass wine bottles, can still be
recycled through existing kerbside collection or
drop-off services.

Collect eligible containers

Most aluminium, glass, plastic, steel and liquid
paperboard beverage containers between
150ml and 3L are eligible for a refund. The
scheme targets beverage containers most
commonly seen as litter. Check if your container
is eligible for a refund below.
Reverse Vending Machines (RVM) use a
scanner to read each container’s barcode
to check its eligibility. Therefore, RVMs can’t
accept crushed cans and bottles. However,
other types of Refund Points in the network,
including those where containers are counted
by hand, can accept crushed cans if the can is
identifiable as an eligible container.
In all cases, please be sure that all containers
are empty and have their lids removed.
Eligible beverage containers
Most aluminium, glass, plastic, steel and liquid
paperboard beverage containers between
150ml and 3L are eligible for a refund when
returned to a container Refund Point. To be
eligible the beverage container must:
20

Have contained a beverage product
that is not excluded from the scheme.
For example, cordials and plain milk
are not included in the scheme so
containers that have held these
products are not eligible for a refund
Display the refund mark. This is so that
the Refund Point operator can see if
the
container is part of the scheme.
Most containers will already have a
refund mark for SA and NT and these
containers are eligible under Containers
for Change. Beverage manufacturers
have 2 years from scheme
commencement to display new refund
mark.
Be an approved container. Some 		
containers are made from materials that
cannot be recycled. These containers
may not be approved (by the Western
Australia Government) as an eligible
container as the scheme requires that
when a refund is paid on a container,
that container must be recycled.
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Business Directory

expires Dec 19
$400

Shop: 9575 2220
Alan: 0407 993 620
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expires Dec/19
$200
expires Dec 19
$200

expires Dec
$120

expires Dec 19
paid $132
expires Dec 19
$200

expires Dec 19
$120
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Trans WA Bookings

Reservations
are
essential
on
all
services and can be
made up to three
months in advance.
Bookings
can
be
made from anywhere
in Australia on 1300
662 205 (Local call
cost) from 6.30am
to 6.00pm Monday
to Friday 6.30am to
5.30pm Saturday and
7.30am to 5.30pm on
Sunday (WST) or at
Trans
WA booking
centres or accredited
agents. Bookings can
be made online at
www.transwa.wa.gov.
au. Concession fares
are available to WA
seniors,
pensioners
and
health
care
card holders upon
presentation of their
entitlement card and
proof of identity at
the time of purchase.
If booking by phone,
passengers
need
to quote the card
number when booking
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and present their
entitlement
card
when collecting their
ticket or boarding
the
service.
Full
time students (Aust.
Residents)
aged
16 years and older
may be entitled to
a reduction in fares
on presentation of
their
Transperth
Smartrider
Student
Card available from
schools, colleges and
universities.
Concession cards need
to be carried at all
times and presented
on request.
Concession
fares
cannot be booked
online. Bookings from
Gingin MUST be made
at least 24 HOURS in
advance.
Please call at Gingin
Community Resource
Centre Inc. for further
information or phone
9575 1253.
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expires Dec 19
$350

expires Dec 19
$350 this is unpaid

Gingin

4 Brockman St
WA 6503
9575 2566

Lancelin

Bindoon

27B Binda Place
WA 6502
9576 0626

1/127 Gingin Road
WA 6044
9655 1305

expires Dec 19
$650
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